LAWS FORWHEN YOU'RE DRIVING

CROSSWALKS

At a crosswalk without a traffic signal,

you must yield to any pedestrians at the
crosswalk, slowing down or stopping if
needed. If a vehicle is stopped to permit a
pedestrian to cross, do not overtake and
pass the stopped vehicle [Section 1151, NYS
Vehicle & Traffic Law].

At crosswalks where there is a traffic signal,
pedestrians have the right of way when
crossing with the signal.

At intersections and crossings, stop at

the painted stop or yield line (or if there
isn't one, before the crosswalk)—keep the
crosswalk clear for people to cross the street
[Section 1172, NYS Vehicle & Traffic Law].

ENTERING THE STREET

When entering or exiting a street from an
alley, building, private road or driveway,
stop before crossing the sidewalk and yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians [Section
1173 and Section 1151-a, NYS Vehicle &
Traffic Law].

SHARING THE ROAD WITH BICYCLISTS

Bicyclists are fully entitled to use the road
and have the right to “take the lane” by
positioning themselves at or near the center
of the lane when needed to avoid hazards
or if the lane is too narrow to safely travel
side by side with motorists [Section 1234(a),
NYS Vehicle & Traffic Law].

Pass bicycles only when necessary and
safe: pass to the left of the bicycle at a safe
distance until safely clear [Section 1122-a,
NYS Vehicle & Traffic Law]. When in doubt,
wait until you can pass at a safe speed.

Before making a right turn, let bicyclists
clear the intersection. When turning left
or entering a roadway, yield to oncoming
bicyclists as you would to any vehicle.

Tip: When parked on the street, check for

bicyclists approaching from behind you before
opening your car door.

SAFETY

Always exercise due care to avoid
colliding with any person walking or
bicycling [Section 1146, NYS Vehicle &

Traffic Law].

Tip: Always be vigilant when
pedestrians are present, espe-

cially those with visual or physical
impairments.
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Whether we're walking, bicycling, or driving, we must share the
roads, sidewalks, and trails with others.

Sharing the road safely is especially important for bicyclists and pedestrians, who are more
vulnerable than motorists. In order to do so, we all need to understand the laws that govern
walking, bicycling, and driving; these laws are found in the New York State Vehicle & Traffic
Law. Following these laws makes us safer and shows respect for other users of the road.
Walking, bicycling, and driving in a safe and respectful way will also garner greater respect
from others, increasing safety for everyone.
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