
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Regular Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 6, 2010 3:30 PM
Scott Heyman Conference Room

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived Excused
Pam Mackesey Chair Present 4:35 PM
Will Burbank Member Excused
Carol Chock Member Present
Frank Proto Member Present
Pat Pryor Member Present 3:39 PM

Present: J. Mareane, County Administrator; Ed Marx, Commissioner of Planning and Public 
Works; J. Kippola, Administration; H. Filiberto, M. Armstrong, TCAD; D. Mengel, 
Department of Social Services; M. Roth, Cornell Cooperative Extension; C. Schutt, J. 
Negley, Soil and Water Conservation District; K. Fuller, Deputy Clerk

Guest: Linda Adams, Town of Caroline

Call to Order 

Chair Mackesey called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

Changes to Agenda 

Ms. Mackesey reordered the items on the agenda to accommodate time constraints of members 
and participants.

Soil and Water Conservation District 

Six Mile Creek Stream Rehabilitation Project 

John Negley provided a PowerPoint presentation of work that has been completed on the Six 
Mile Creek Stream Rehabilitation Project covering the area between New York State Route 79 and 
Creamery Road.   Previous mitigation provided a temporary approach and in the early 1990’s when 
attempting to mitigate problems an artesian aquifer was opened in the digging process, causing the 
County to provide water to homeowners in the immediate vicinity.

Since that time new techniques for stream protection have been developed and include the 
following:

• Utilize natural channel design methods (combine stream dynamics with human uses)
• Goals:

o To protect artesian aquifer system.
o Decrease sediment loading of eroding streambanks.
o Increase productive fish habitat.
o Increase knowledge of stream systems in the County and how to better manage them.

Using the new techniques, the project moved forward with the design phase, obtaining necessary 
permits, and landowner permission.  Permits required approval of the Army Corps of Engineers as well as 
the New York State Department of Conservation.  The Town of Caroline assisted with the project as well.

To avoid the previous breach in the artesian aquifer, test holes were dug to determine its stability.

Ms. Pryor arrived at this time.
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The work included sloping banks, six to eight feet of excavation within streams, and use of rocks.  
A 3,000-foot stream-channel was constructed and stream buffer in the form of vegetation has been added 
to the project, which was completed within the last several weeks.

Mr. Negley reported that the recent rainstorms provided a test of the completed work, which was 
very successful.  

The Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) provided labor, survey 
assistance, hydroseeding, and tree planting.  It was noted the trees had been provided by a grant from 
AES.  In addition to the labor, the SWCD is conducting habitat surveys of fish, invertebrate, vegetation, 
etc.

The project cost $476,000, $10,000 was provided by Tompkins County.  Mr. Negley said that 
3,200-feet of stream was included in the project and that in 2005 over a mile was completed.   Mr. Schutt 
said it was actually two projects at the same time as a result of testing on the aquifer.  The Town of 
Caroline obtained funding from the State Emergency Management Office to provide aquifer protection.  
During the start of the project it was found that the protective layers of the aquifer were thin in some 
places, placing it in jeopardy if a large storm occurred.  Ms. Adams said the SWCD was an integral part 
of being able to complete this project.  Being able to spend five years on the project to see it through 
completion.

Mr. Proto said years ago it had been decided to hold off on flood projects, however, Ms. Hackett 
in the Planning Department, completed an overall review to determine what should take place.  As a 
result of the review, a project took place the other side of the State bridge at a cost of $650,000; this 
project continues the plan developed by Ms. Hackett.  He spoke of the punctured aquifer that required the 
bridge removal and the County to install a water system for residents.

Ms. Chock asked if  of property owners whose building may have buildings next to the streams 
provided any funding for the mitigation.  Ms. Adams noted the project was funded through the State.  She 
said many of the property owners are middle- to low-income families that could not afford to provide 
funding.  

Mr. Proto said the old flood program was funded 1/3 by the County, 1/3 by the municipality, and 
1/3 by the property owner.  

Ms. Chock suggested there might be a way to have property owners that benefit from the flood 
mitigation work to fund a portion unless they can afford to do so. Ms. Adams said perhaps it would be 
possible to do so by either cash payment or volunteer work on the project.

* * * * * * * * * *

Tompkins County Development Corporation 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2223):  Approval of the Issuance by Tompkins County Development 
Corporation of Up to $30,000,000 Aggregate Principal Amount 
Tax-Exempt Revenue Bonds (Ithaca College Project), Series 2010 

Ms. Filiberto reported there were no members of the public at the public hearing for this project 
that will provide student housing at the college.  In response to a question, Ms. Filiberto said she did not 
know what the fee structure for the bonding issue would be, however it usually is one percent.
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RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Planning, Development and Environmental Quality 
Committee (the "Committee"), has been advised by the Tompkins County Development Corporation (the 
"Issuer") that, in order to assist in the financing of a certain Project (as defined below) for the benefit of 
Ithaca College, a not-for-profit corporation duly formed and validly existing under the laws of the State of 
New York (the "Company"), the Issuer proposes to issue its Tax-Exempt Revenue Bonds (Ithaca College 
Project), Series 2010, in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $30,000,000 (the "Bonds"), and

WHEREAS, Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code") 
requires the approval by the Tompkins County Legislature (the "Legislature") prior to the issuance by the 
Issuer of the Bonds, and

WHEREAS, the Committee desires to recommend to the Legislature that it give such approval in
accordance with the Code, and

WHEREAS, the project (the "Project") shall consist of the payment, reimbursement and/or 
financing of existing indebtedness incurred by the Company for the purpose of financing (A) the 
acquisition of a parcel (or parcels) of land located at 1031 Danby Road, Ithaca, New York, and containing 
in the aggregate approximately 30.5 acres (the "Land") and the existing improvements situated thereon 
consisting principally of 21 apartments buildings containing in the aggregate approximately 286,000 
square feet of space and 150 residential units, parking areas containing in the aggregate a capacity for 
approximately 659 vehicles and other related improvements (the "Existing Apartments") and a 
community building containing in the aggregate approximately 7,800square feet of space (the 
"Community Building" and, together with the Existing Apartments, the "Existing Improvements"); (B) (i) 
the renovation, rehabilitation and general upgrading of the Existing Improvements and (ii) the acquisition 
and construction on the Land of up to 5 new apartment buildings and an addition to be added on to the 
community building containing in the aggregate approximately 133,000-square feet of space and 78 
residential units, parking areas containing in the aggregate a capacity for approximately 85 additional 
vehicles and other related improvements (collectively, the "Improvements"); (D) the acquisition and 
installation in and around the Existing Improvements and the Improvements of certain items of machinery 
equipment and other tangible personal property (the "Equipment", and collectively with the Land, the 
Existing Improvements and the Improvements, hereinafter the "Facility"); and (E) paying certain costs 
and expenses incidental to the issuance of the Bonds (the costs associated with items (A) through (E) 
above being hereinafter collectively referred to as the "Project Costs"), and

WHEREAS, the Issuer proposes to assist in the financing of the Project by issuing the Bonds to 
(i) pay all or a substantial portion of the cost of financing the Project and (ii) pay reserves and costs 
incidental to the issuance of the Bonds, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the 
"Code"), interest on the Bonds will not be excluded from gross income for Federal income tax purposes 
unless the issuance of the Bonds is approved by the Legislature after a public hearing to consider both the 
issuance of the Bonds and the nature and location of the facilities financed therewith has been conducted 
following reasonable public notice, and

WHEREAS, the Issuer has scheduled such a public hearing to be held on October 4, 2010, upon 
proper notice in compliance with the Code, and

WHEREAS, the Committee, after due consideration of the foregoing, desires to recommend to 
the Legislature that it approve the issuance of the Bonds, provided the principal, premium, if any, and 
interest on the Bonds shall be special obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State of 
New York (the "State") or any political subdivision thereof, including without limitation Tompkins 
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County, New York, and neither the State nor any political subdivision thereof, including without 
limitation Tompkins County, New York, shall be liable thereon.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOMPKINS COUNTY PLANNING, 
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE:

Section 1. The Committee hereby recommends that the Legislature, as the applicable 
elected representative of Tompkins County, New York, give its approval of the issuance of the Bonds in 
accordance with Section 147(f) of the Code.

Section 2. This Resolution shall be deemed to be made for the benefit of the holders of the 
Bonds.

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Planning Department 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2228):  Resolution in Opposition to Drilling for Natural Gas on State Forest 
Lands 

Mr. Marx explained the resolution is to respond to the State’s public comment period for the 
Strategic Plan for State Forest Management prior to the deadline of October 29th.  Within this document 
there is a reference stating that drilling for natural gas on State forest lands using high-volume hydro-
fracturing should be considered because natural gas is less of a carbon-emitting fuel.  

Ms. Chock urged support of the resolution and said there are questions whether natural gas 
drilling through the hydrofracture process is in fact less carbon producing.  She thinks there is a potential 
negative impact on the timber economy should drilling occur.  She saw a drilling operation in Bradford 
County and farmers spoke of concerns that the farm roads were blocked off and prevented access to their 
land and forests.  The State forests are not only a recreational asset but  there is also a timber management 
plan in place that allows a sustainable economic activity.  Allowing a drilling operation may interfere 
with these activities as well as animal patterns.  The leasing of State land will impact on the ability for gas 
companies to put together their required sixty percent of landowners in a certain area, which could impact 
neighboring properties.  She believes at this point drilling should not take place and asked to have it pass 
to provide the opportunity for the full Legislature to comment.

Mr. Proto asked how the resolution would affect the work being done on the SGEIS.  Mr. Marx 
did not believe it would affect the document and noted the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation said the State forest land should be included in the same mitigation as private forest land.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Carol Chock, Member
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has developed a 
draft Strategic Plan for State Forest Management to guide the management of the 780,000 acres of State 
Forest lands in New York State, and

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is soliciting public 
comment on that plan, and

WHEREAS, the plan states that drilling for natural gas on State forest lands using high volume 
hydro-fracturing should be considered on a case by case basis because the greenhouse gas emissions from 
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natural gas are lower than for other fossil fuel energy sources, and
WHEREAS, evidence is mounting that the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from natural gas 

developed using high volume hydro-fracturing is equivalent to and perhaps greater than from coal, and
WHEREAS, the industrial scale of hydro-fracturing operations is incompatible with the purposes 

of and values provided by our state forest lands, and
WHEREAS, the activity of drilling for and transporting natural gas, with the attendant well pads,

roads, pipelines, and ancillary facilities, will fragment our forest lands in ways that damage their values 
including threatening water resources, creating edges that impair habitat value for forest-dwelling species, 
removing natural vegetation cover, and allowing invasive species to become established, and

WHEREAS, such activity would undoubtedly place added stress on species that may increasingly 
come under stress from the impacts of climate change, and

WHEREAS, rather than allowing fragmentation of State forests we should be increasing our 
acreage of unbroken State forest lands off limits to drilling to provide mitigation for the increasing 
fragmentation of private forest lands, and

WHEREAS, as climate change occurs the State forest lands will become increasingly important 
as routes of migration for those species that cannot adapt to that climate change and must move north or 
to higher elevation to survive, and that the fragmentation and other impacts from drilling will impair the 
ability of the State forest lands to perform that function, and

WHEREAS, our State forests are increasingly used for all types of outdoor recreation activities 
and gas drilling will impair if not irreparably damage the value of this recreational resource, and

WHEREAS, outdoor recreation provided by the State forest lands is a valued and recognized 
component of our tourism economy with much potential for future growth, and

WHEREAS, most State forest lands are located in rural areas where roads, other infrastructure, 
and emergency response capabilities are ill suited to accommodating the level of impact on infrastructure 
and demand for services resulting from the industrial activity associated with high volume hydro-
fracturing, and

WHEREAS, it is clear that, from a long-term environmental, economic, and social perspective, 
the value of our State forest lands will be much greater if left unimpaired by the impacts of gas drilling 
than if such drilling is allowed to occur, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature urges the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation to modify the State Forest Management Plan to prohibit drilling for natural 
gas on State forest land using high volume hydro-fracturing, and to specifically recognize the important 
role that State forest lands can play in helping to mitigate some of the impacts of hydro-fracturing that 
may occur on private land,

RESOLVED, further, That the Clerk of the Tompkins County Legislature is hereby directed to 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor David Paterson, Senate Majority Conference Leader John 
Sampson, Senate Minority Leader Dean Skelos, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Assembly Majority 
Leader Ron Canestrari, Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb, Senator James Seward (51st District), 
Senator George Winner (53rd District), Senator Michael Nozzolio (54th District), Assemblywoman 
Barbara Lifton (125th district), and NYSDEC Commissioner Pete Grannis.
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2229):  Resolution Prohibiting Leasing of County-Owned Land for Natural 
Gas Drilling Using High Volume Hydro-Fracturing 

Ms. Mackesey noted this resolution does not have the same time-sensitivity as the previous 
resolution.  

Mr. Proto is concerned about language contained in the body of the resolution relating to climate 
change and said he is not sure he is ready to make that statement.  Ms. Chock said she believes that if the 
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County comments to the State about what it should do it is necessary to be willing to take the same action 
with County lands.  The resolution would apply to County-owned forests and other properties such as the 
airport.  She would be willing to revise the resolution to make it more acceptable.

Mr. Marx noted the Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emission component of the Tompkins County 
Comprehensive Plan lays out what needs to be done.  

Mr. Proto also expressed concern that the “Resolved” would disallow any drilling activities on 
land; should the drilling process be found to be safe he believes it should be more flexible.  Ms. Chock 
believes it is important the County position be put on record.  Mr. Marx said the resolution would also be 
considered by the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.

Mr. Proto said for the same reasons he does not support the Comprehensive Plan he would not 
support the resolution; the Legislature should move slowly.  It was also noted that if the resolution passed 
and the County decided to allow drilling in the future the resolution could be rescinded.  Ms. Mackesey 
said by passing the resolution it may save staff time with requests to have conversations about the 
possibility of drilling on the County-owned land.

Amended language to clarify the potential adverse impact relating to the development of 
Marcellus Shale was suggested and found to be friendly.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [3 TO 1]
MOVER: Pat Pryor, Member
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Pat Pryor
NAYS: Frank Proto
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, it is increasingly clear that drilling for natural gas using high volume hydro-
fracturing may have severe adverse impacts on communities and the environment, and

WHEREAS, evidence is mounting that life cycle Greenhouse Gas Emissions from natural gas 
extracted using high volume hydro-fracturing is equivalent to the emissions from coal, and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County government, as well as the overall community, has 
established a goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050, a goal that it would be impossible to 
meet if natural gas drilling occurred on county-owned land, and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emission component of the 
Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan concluded that increased energy conservation and use of 
renewable energy are important ways to avert the most catastrophic impacts of climate change, and 

WHEREAS, Tompkins County further believes that development of the Marcellus Shale will 
likely have a net adverse impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and

WHEREAS, with respect to the 556 acres of County forest land, the Tompkins County Forest 
Management Plan specifically states that “drilling sites and pipeline corridors that permanently alter the 
character of the land would not be compatible with the goals outlined in this Plan,” and

WHEREAS, the activity of drilling for and transporting natural gas, with the attendant well pads, 
roads, pipelines, and ancillary facilities, will fragment our forest lands in ways that damage their values 
including threatening water resources, creating edges that impair habitat value for forest-dwelling species, 
removing natural vegetation cover, and allowing invasive species to become established, and

WHEREAS, such activity would undoubtedly place added stress on species that may increasingly 
come under stress from the impacts of climate change, and

WHEREAS, rather than allowing fragmentation of County-owned lands and forests we should be 
increasing our acreage of unbroken forest lands off limits to drilling to provide mitigation for the 
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increasing fragmentation of private forest lands, and
WHEREAS, County-owned forest lands are located in rural areas where roads, other 

infrastructure, and emergency response capabilities are ill suited to accommodating the level of impact on 
infrastructure and demand for services resulting from the industrial activity associated with high volume 
hydro-fracturing, and

WHEREAS, it is clear that from a long-term environmental, economic, and social perspective the 
value of our county-owned lands will be much greater if left unimpaired by the impacts of gas drilling 
than if such drilling is allowed to occur, therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality 
Committee and the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, That Tompkins County will not lease any 
county-owned lands, including but not limited to County forest lands, for high volume hydro-fracturing to 
extract natural gas, and 

RESOLVED, further, That the Clerk of the Tompkins County Legislature is hereby directed to 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor David Paterson, Senate Majority Conference Leader John 
Sampson, Senate Minority Leader Dean Skelos, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Assembly Majority 
Leader Ron Canestrari, Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb, Senator James Seward (51st District), 
Senator George Winner (53rd District), Senator Michael Nozzolio (54th District), Assemblywoman 
Barbara Lifton (125th district), and NYSDEC Commissioner Pete Grannis.
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Transportation 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2224):  Authorizing 2010 Federal Transit Administration Section 5307 Grant 
Application for TCAT and Tompkins County 

Mr. Proto said this is the largest grant received for transportation.  The division of the funds is 
consistent with the TCAT and County Mobility Management Project administration.  In response to Ms. 
Chock’s question, it was noted the County share is $10,300 and is not part of the $800,000 or capital 
funds the County provides.  Mr. Mengel said the funds are within the current budget.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation is authorized to 
make grants for mass transportation projects pursuant to Section 5307 of Chapter 53, Title 49, of the 
United States Code, and 

WHEREAS, the County of Tompkins is the Designated Recipient by the Governor of New York 
State for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5307 Urban Formula program, with 
responsibilities to propose FTA-funded projects to the Ithaca-Tompkins Transportation Council (I-TCTC) 
(after coordinating with public transportation providers) and to select projects from the I-TCTC 
Transportation Improvement Program for inclusion in FTA grants, and  

WHEREAS, the FTA fund sources for the 2010 Section 5307 Grant are as follows:
2010 Sec 5307 Urban Formula Allocation $1,489,459 

NYSDOT Transfer from Sec 5311 $   195,700 
Total Federal Transit Funds $1,685,159 

, and 
WHEREAS, the County and TCAT agreed to the projects selected for inclusion in the 2010 grant 
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from the I-TCTC’s 2007-2012 Transportation Improvement Program, as amended on May 18, 2010, and
WHEREAS, the County desires to accept a grant of funds from FTA, in the amount of 

$12,733,998, to be used for operating assistance, capital and planning projects for 2010, and 
WHEREAS, the County will receive and use said FTA funds as follows: 

Project Descriptions Federal NYSDOT TCAT County TOTAL 
Preventive Maintenance $ 1,424,839 $ 178,105 $178,105 - $1,781,049
Mobility Management - County $ 34,400 $ 4,300 - $ 4,300 $ 43,000
Program Administration -
County 

$ 48,000 $ 6,000 - $ 6,000 $ 60,000

ADP Hardware and  Software $ 16,000 $ 2,000 $ 2,000 - $ 20,000
Shop Equipment $ 8,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 10,000
Security Equipment $ 8,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 10,000
Bus Stop Signs $ 8,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 10,000
Passenger Shelters $28,000 $ 3,500 $ 3,500 $ 35,000
Rehab/Renovate TCAT Facility $ 38,320 $ 4,790 $ 4,790 - $ 47,900
Short Term Transit Planning $ 16,000 $ 2,000 $ 2,000 - $ 20,000
Support Vehicles $ 25,600 $ 3,200 $ 3,200 - $ 32,000
SUBTOTAL CAPITAL & 
PLANNING PROJECTS

$ 1,655,159 $ 206,895 $ 196,595 $ 10,300 $ 2,068,949

Operating Assistance  $ 30,000 $ 3,400,000 $ 7,235,049 - $ 10,665,049 
TOTAL $ 1,685,159 $ 3,606,895 $ 7,431,644 $ 10,300 $ 12,733,998

, now therefore be it 
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 

Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature authorizes the County Contracts Coordinator to 
execute and file applications on behalf of the County of Tompkins with the Federal Transit 
Administration for the 2010 Section 5307 Grant,

RESOLVED, further, That the grant budget total is $12,733,998 including Federal, New York 
State, TCAT and County sources, 

RESOLVED, further, That the County Contracts Coordinator is authorized to sign: 
1. Any and all agreements between Tompkins County and the Federal Transit Administration for 

the Project. 
2. Any and all agreements between Tompkins County and the State of New York for the Project. 
3. Any and all agreements between Tompkins County and TCAT, and any third-party 

subcontractors necessary to complete the project, if applicable. 
SEQR ACTION: TYPE 11-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Strategic Tourism Planning Board 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2233):  Award of Tourism Capital Grants 

Ms. Armstrong said the resolution deals with three multi-year grants.  Cayuga Nature Center was 
awarded the grant in 2009 and received $25,000.  The Hangar Theatre and Kitchen Theatre did not get 
their award until this year.  

The Cayuga Nature Center used their first-year funding and completed approximately $90,000 of 
items within the contract.  In 2010 the focus has shifted to work on a bio-mass boiler, water system, and 
other areas.  In meeting with the Director of Cayuga Nature Center he said it is not expected to do the 
capital work until next spring and has asked to encumber the 2010 funding until that time.  

Mr. Proto spoke of last year’s questions regarding the entrance and flags to bring attention to the 
Center and asked if that had been completed. Ms. Armstrong said the work has five components, one 
being a new entrance that would be in the upper level, which is not yet completed; a wheelchair 
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accessibility entrance will happen next year.  What is accomplished is the roadside regarding and flags 
making the entrance and building more visible.  

Mr. Proto asked if there is any further information regarding a parcel next to the Center that had 
been thought to be part of the property.  Ms. Armstrong is not aware of any real property concerns.  She 
said the five items that the grant relates to are strictly capital projects.  She said the Nature Center also has 
an art trail and a turtle pond as well.

Mr. Proto said the Hangar Theatre had a very successful fund drive.  He asked how it would 
affect the grants.  Ms. Armstrong said this funding is already included within their budget; the fund 
raisers would be used to reduce other loans.  In response to Mr. Proto’s question on future grants, Ms. 
Armstrong said they would be eligible to request future grants for other projects.  Ms. Mackesey said the 
process includes a review of how much the applicant has received from the County and for what period of 
time; there are many capital project requests and those with substance are considered.

Ms. Chock is pleased that the grants are offered and said it has assisted in providing assistance at 
the start of the projects, which helps to move them along.  She expressed appreciation to everyone who 
works with the program.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Tourism Program includes Tourism Capital grants and 
Tompkins County Area Development (TCAD) administers the Tourism Capital Grants process, which 
includes designing the application process, reviewing and analyzing the feasibility and economic impact 
of tourism projects, and providing oversight for tourism projects, and

WHEREAS, funding exists within the Room Tax Occupancy budget for Tourism Capital Grants, 
and

WHEREAS, TCAD reviewed the following projects with the Strategic Tourism Planning Board 
(STPB), and the STPB anticipates that the following projects will encourage the development of tourism 
products and attractions in order to improve community assets, to increase the tourism business in the 
County, and to increase the income from the Room Occupancy tax, and the following grant award has 
been reviewed and recommended by the STPB, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign all documents related to 
these projects:
Entity Project 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Cayuga 
Nature 
Center

New Entrance and 
Attractions

$25,000 $50,000 $25,000

Kitchen 
Theatre

Bold New Space 
Renovation

$25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000

Hangar 
Theatre

A Hangar for All 
Seasons Renovation

$25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000

TOTAL $25,000 $50,000 $100,000 $75,000 $50,000
SEQR ACTION: TYPE  II-20

* * * * * * * * * *
Explanatory note:
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•   Each annual award shall be subject to the approval of the Legislature.
• Full application materials are available for review upon request at the office of TCAD.

* * * * * * * * * *

Planning Department Continued 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2226):  Acceptance of NYS Office of Housing and Community  Renewal 
Community Development Block Grant- Homeownership IX 

In response to Ms. Chock’s question, it was noted that an applicant may be eligible for assistance 
through this program and the Trust Fund program.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, Tompkins County has been awarded New York State Office of Housing and 
Community Renewal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) administered by New York State for the purpose 
of continuing its successful existing home mortgage program for first-time homeowners, and

WHEREAS, these funds will assist twenty-one families in Tompkins County to become first-time 
homeowners, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the County hereby accepts New York State Office of Housing and Community Renewal 
CDBG funds in the amount of $750,000, 

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator be authorized to execute any contracts 
related to this project.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Appointment (DOC ID: 2232):  Planning Advisory Board Appointment 

Mr. Marx said he seeks individuals with the experience and knowledge required for openings on 
the advisory board.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Carol Chock, Member
SECONDER: Pamela Mackesey, Chair
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

Planning Advisory Board
Todd Bittner, Natural Environment Representative – term to expire December 31, 2013

* * * * * * * * * *

Ms. Mackesey was excused at this time.



Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, October 6, 2010

11

Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board 

Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board Work and Agricultural District Review in 2011  (DOC ID: 
2225)

Ms. Roth requested support of the $2,000 per year over-target request for work on the 
Agricultural District Review process.  She explained the State requires a review of districts every eight 
years; the next review, which would be Agriculture District 1 (eastern portion of the County) would occur 
during 2011 and 2012.  

The process, which requires 300 days, will include going to the appropriate municipalities to 
suggest properties to be added or removed from the district; their requests are then honored.  In addition 
to the all farmers are surveyed to determine future plans.  Ms. Roth noted census data is not available to 
the towns, therefore, as part of the process it is obtained and shared with them.  Cornell Cooperative 
Extension also expands on the State’s required questions, providing information to be used for future 
planning by the towns.  Since the farmers are notified that failure to respond could result in the loss of an 
agricultural district designation responses are received.  In order to receive the agricultural district 
designation, fifty percent of the land must be used for active farming.  

Upon receipt of the information a report is compiled and presented to the Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Board, Planning Advisory Board, Tompkins County Legislature, and a public 
hearing is held.  The next step is to send the information to the State, who then sends a representative to 
verify the information followed by the final State approval.   

Ms. Roth noted that for the amount of work the review requires it is relatively inexpensive.  She 
also said the State is considering updating the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan; more 
information should be available by the beginning of the year.

In response to Ms. Pryor’s question of what would happen if the funds were not approved, Ms. 
Roth said it would require taking time away from current staff and would require discussions with the 
Planning Department.  She said there are already impacts as a result of the 2010 reductions in funding.  
For clarification, Ms. Roth said the total cost for the review is $4,000, spread over a two-year period due 
to the State timeline of 300 days total.  The cost for this review has always been handled as an over-target 
request; Cornell Cooperative Extension has done this work for the last thirty years; although preliminary 
work is completed in September of each year, it is not as comprehensive as the actual review.  The annual 
review provides information to farmers about the benefits and shortfalls of being in an agricultural 
district.  

If the review were not done locally it would require farmers to apply to the State for an 
assessment.  Presently there are 400 properties receiving an exemption.  She said farmers highly value the 
designation and it assists in the protection of farmland and neighborhoods.

The benefits of Cornell Cooperative Extension doing the work for the Agricultural District 
reviews is that the farmers feel very comfortable working with them versus the County representatives 
and the additional information provided by their survey is a valuable planning tool.  

Mr. Proto spoke of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan speaks of open space and 
agriculture.  He does not understand why the review was not viewed as a mandate since it is required by 
the State.  Mr. Proto asked if Cornell Cooperative Extension does not perform this task would it then be 
shifted to the Planning Department.  Ms. Roth said the grant used to assist in performing the work 
requires a match from Tompkins County.  With the budget reductions that have been made, the match is 
small and there would be very little funding to work with.  Mr. Mareane said if this cut was not made a 
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determination of what other program would face funding reductions would need to be made.  Mr. Marx 
said the agricultural district reviews are an important process and that Cornell Cooperative Extension has 
done a good job over the years.  Ms. Roth said the grant is for an eighteen-month period and the review is 
spread over a two-year period.

* * * * * * * * * *
Approval of Minutes 

It was MOVED by Ms. Pryor, seconded by Mr. Proto, and unanimously adopted by voice vote by 
members present, to approve the minutes of August 30, and September 1, 2010, as presented.  MINUTES 
APPROVED.

Planning Department Continued 

Tompkins County Area Development Countywide Loan Fund Update  (DOC ID: 2227)

Mr. Marx said the Tompkins County Area Development Countywide Loan Fund program states 
the County would annually provide a balance figure to be used for the program.  The amount 
recommended for use is $145,000.  There is presently a $72,00 commitment of funding.  He said once the 
transfer is made there is no further tracking of the funding.  He noted the Committee only receives the 
annual report of what is being transferred to the program; as the loans are repaid they become TCAD 
funds.  The Committee agreed to the amount of funds being transferred.

* * * * * * * * * *

Commissioner’s Report (DOC ID: 2230):

CDBG Housing Program Grant

Mr. Marx said the County would be making Better Housing of Tompkins County the sub-
recipient of funds, making them responsible for loans through the Homeownership Program.  In response 
to Mr. Proto’s question on liability issues relating to this action, Mr. Marx said the program would be 
operating under certain rules and is already responsible for reporting to the State. They are familiar with 
the State requirements and the County would still work closely with the agency.  Ms. Chock said if there 
is a problem the State could come back to Better Housing at a later date and request return of funds.  This 
transfer of responsibilities would require a contract and approval from the oversight committee; the 
County will not be the writing of mortgage documents and collecting payments.  As a result of the 
transfer there will be less fees for administration of the program and the individual presently completing 
these tasks will be shifted to the tourism programs.

Ms. Chock asked if any agreement could possibly have priority use of funds and longevity such 
as the housing trust program.  Mr. Marx said the program would be operated as outlined within the grant 
award specifications, which indicates the criteria.  Mr. Marx said the State is shifting to a preference of 
grants versus repayment of funds provided.  He also said that the County could not require specific 
criteria on a program that is not under our control.

Black Diamond Trail

Mr. Marx reported the State has resolved the problems associated with application for funds to 
repair/replace the bridges and it is hoped that over the next few years the funds would be received to 
complete the work on the Black Diamond Trail bridges.
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Tompkins County Council of Governments Planner

Darby Kiley has been hired to be the Senior Planner that will work with Tompkins County 
Council of Governments.  She will begin work next week.

County Forestation Harvest Project

The planned forestation harvest project on 69 acres in Newfield will be going out to bid in the 
near future.

Talisman Tour

Ms. Chock said Talisman, formerly Fortuna, is offering a tour on November 1st.  She said it 
would be beneficial to see the impact on streams and forests.

* * * * * * * * * *
Adjournment 

On motion, the meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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Resolution of the Tompkins County Legislature, as the Elected 1

Legislative Body of Tompkins County, New York, in Accordance with 2

Section 147(F) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as Amended 3

(The "Code"), Approving of the Issuance by Tompkins County 4

Development Corporation of Up to $30,000,000 Aggregate Principal 5

Amount Tax-Exempt Revenue Bonds (Ithaca College Project), Series 6

20107

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature (the "Legislature"), as the elected legislative body of Tompkins 8
County, New York (the "County"), has been advised by the Tompkins County Development Corporation (the "Issuer") 9
that, in order to assist in the financing of a certain Project (as defined below) for the benefit of Ithaca College, a New 10
York not-for-profit corporation (the "Company") and an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 11
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), the Issuer proposes to issue, contingent upon the adoption of this 12
Resolution, its Tax-Exempt Revenue Bonds (Ithaca College Project), Series 2010, in an aggregate principal amount not 13
to exceed $30,000,000 (the "Bonds"), and14

15
WHEREAS, the project (the "Project") shall consist of the payment, reimbursement and/or financing of 16

existing indebtedness incurred by the Company for the purpose of financing (A) the acquisition of a parcel (or parcels) 17
of land located at 1031 Danby Road, Ithaca, New York and containing in the aggregate approximately 30.5 acres (the 18
"Land") and the existing improvements situated thereon consisting principally of 21 apartment buildings containing in 19
the aggregate approximately 286,000 square feet of space and 150 residential units, parking areas containing in the 20
aggregate a capacity for approximately 659 vehicles and other related improvements (the "Existing Apartments"), and 21
a community building containing in the aggregate approximately 7,800 square feet of space (the "Community 22
Building" and, together with the Existing Apartments, the "Existing Improvements"); (B) (i) the renovation, 23
rehabilitation, and general upgrading of the Existing Improvements, and (ii) the acquisition and construction on the 24
Land of up to 5 new apartment buildings and an addition to be added on to the community building containing in the 25
aggregate approximately 133,000 square feet of space and 78 residential units, parking areas containing in the 26
aggregate a capacity for approximately 85 additional vehicles and other related improvements (collectively, the 27
"Improvements"); (C) the acquisition and installation in and around the Existing Improvements and the Improvements 28
of certain items of machinery equipment and other tangible personal property (the "Equipment", and collectively with 29
the Land, the Existing Improvements and the Improvements, hereinafter the "Facility"); and (D) paying certain costs 30
and expenses incidental to the issuance of the Bonds (the costs associated with items (A) through (D) above being 31
hereinafter collectively referred to as the "Project Costs"), and32

33
WHEREAS, the Issuer proposes to assist in the financing of the Project by issuing the Bonds to (i) pay all or a 34

substantial portion of the cost of financing the Project, and (ii) pay reserves and costs incidental to the issuance of the 35
Bonds, and36

37
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), 38

interest on the Bonds will not be excluded from gross income for Federal income tax purposes unless the issuance of 39
the Bonds is approved by the Legislature after a public hearing to consider both the issuance of the Bonds and the 40
nature and location of the facilities financed therewith has been conducted following reasonable public notice, and41

42
WHEREAS, on October 4, 2010, the Issuer held such a public hearing upon proper notice in compliance with 43

the Code, and44

4.a
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45
WHEREAS, to aid the Legislature in its deliberations, the Issuer has made available to the members of the 46

Legislature prior to this meeting (a) the Company's application to the Issuer for financial assistance; (b) the notice of 47
public hearing published by the Issuer in The Ithaca Journal, along with the affidavit of publication of such 48
newspaper; and (c) the minutes of such public hearing held on October 4, 2010, and 49

50
WHEREAS, the Legislature, after due consideration of the foregoing, as the "applicable elected 51

representative" of Tompkins County, New York, within the meaning of Section 147(f)(2)(E) of the Code, desires to 52
approve the issuance of the Bonds, provided the principal, premium, if any, and interest on the Bonds shall be special 53
obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State of New York (the "State") or any political subdivision 54
thereof, including without limitation the County, and neither the State nor any political subdivision thereof, including 55
without limitation the County, shall be liable thereon, now therefore be it56

57
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, and 58

by the Legislature of Tompkins County, That:59
60

Section 1. For the purpose of satisfying the approval requirement of Section 147(f) of the Code, on the 61
recommendation of the Tompkins County Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee, the 62
Legislature hereby gives its approval of the issuance by the Issuer of the Bonds and related acts to be taken by the 63
Issuer as part of the Project, provided that the Bonds, and the premium (if any) and interest thereon, shall be special 64
obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State or any political subdivision thereof, including without 65
limitation Tompkins County, and neither the State nor any political subdivision thereof, including without limitation 66
Tompkins County, shall be liable thereon.  This approval is given pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code for the sole 67
purpose of qualifying the interest payable on the Bonds for exclusion from gross income for Federal income tax 68
purposes pursuant to the provisions of Sections 103 and 141-150 of the Code.69

70
Section 2. This Resolution shall be deemed to be made for the benefit of the holders of the Bonds.71

72
Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.73

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-2074
75
76
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Resolution in Opposition to Drilling for Natural Gas on State Forest 1

Lands2

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has developed a 3
draft Strategic Plan for State Forest Management to guide the management of the 780,000 acres of State forest lands in 4
New York State, and5

6
WHEREAS, the NYSDEC is soliciting public comment on that plan, and7

8
WHEREAS, the industrial scale of hydro-fracturing operations is incompatible with the purposes of and values 9

provided by our State forest lands, and10
11

WHEREAS, the activity of drilling for and transporting natural gas, with the attendant well pads, roads, 12
pipelines, and ancillary facilities, will fragment our forest lands in ways that damage their values including threatening 13
water resources, creating edges that impair habitat value for forest-dwelling species, removing natural vegetation 14
cover, and allowing invasive species to become established, and15

16
WHEREAS, such activity would undoubtedly place added stress on species that may increasingly come under 17

stress from the impacts of climate change, and18
19

WHEREAS, rather than allowing fragmentation of State forests we should be increasing our acreage of 20
unbroken State forest lands off limits to drilling to provide mitigation for the increasing fragmentation of private forest 21
lands, and22

23
WHEREAS, as climate change occurs the State forest lands will become increasingly important as routes of 24

migration for those species that cannot adapt to that climate change and must move north or to higher elevation to 25
survive, and that the fragmentation and other impacts from drilling will impair the ability of the State forest lands to 26
perform that function, and27

28
WHEREAS, our State forests are increasingly used for all types of outdoor recreation activities and gas 29

drilling will impair if not irreparably damage the value of this recreational resource, and30
31

WHEREAS, outdoor recreation provided by the State forest lands is a valued and recognized component of 32
our tourism economy with much potential for future growth, and33

34
WHEREAS, most State forest lands are located in rural areas where roads, other infrastructure, and 35

emergency-response capabilities are ill suited to accommodating the level of impact on infrastructure and demand for 36
services resulting from the industrial activity associated with high-volume hydro-fracturing, and37

38
WHEREAS, it is clear that, from a long-term environmental, economic, and social perspective, the value of 39

our State forest lands will be much greater if left unimpaired by the impacts of gas drilling than if such drilling is 40
allowed to occur, now therefore be it41

42
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 43

the Tompkins County Legislature urges the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation to modify the 44
State Forest Management Plan to prohibit drilling for natural gas on State forest land using high-volume hydro-45
fracturing, and to specifically recognize the important role that State forest lands can play in helping to mitigate some 46
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of the impacts of hydro-fracturing that may occur on private land,47
48

RESOLVED, further, That the Clerk of the Tompkins County Legislature is hereby directed to forward copies 49
of this resolution to Governor David Paterson, Senate Majority Conference Leader John Sampson, Senate Minority 50
Leader Dean Skelos, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Assembly Majority Leader Ron Canestrari, Assembly 51
Minority Leader Brian Kolb, Senator James Seward (51st District), Senator George Winner (53rd District), Senator 52
Michael Nozzolio (54th District), Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton (125th district), and NYSDEC Commissioner Pete 53
Grannis.54
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-2055

56
57
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Resolution Prohibiting Leasing of County-Owned Land for Natural 1

Gas Drilling Using High- Volume Hydro-Fracturing (Referred to 2

Committee and Pending Planning, Development, and Environmental 3

Quality Committee Action 11-3-10)4

WHEREAS, it is increasingly clear that drilling for natural gas using high-volume slick-water hydraulic-5
fracturing (hydro-fracking) may have severe adverse impacts on communities and the environment, and6

7
WHEREAS, evidence is mounting that life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from natural gas extracted using 8

high-volume hydro-fracturing is likely equivalent to the emissions from coal, and9
10

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County government, as well as the overall community, has established a goal to 11
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050, a goal that would be impossible to meet if natural gas drilling occurred 12
on county-owned land, and13

14
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emission component of the Tompkins County 15

Comprehensive Plan concluded that increased energy conservation and use of renewable energy are important ways to 16
avert the most catastrophic impacts of climate change, and 17

18
WHEREAS, Tompkins County further believes that development of the Marcellus Shale will likely have a net 19

adverse impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and20
21

WHEREAS, with respect to the 556 acres of County forest land, the Tompkins County Forest Management 22
Plan specifically states that “drilling sites and pipeline corridors that permanently alter the character of the land would 23
not be compatible with the goals outlined in this Plan,” and24

25
WHEREAS, the activity of drilling for and transporting natural gas, with the attendant well pads, roads, 26

pipelines, and ancillary facilities, will fragment our forest lands in ways that damage their values, including threatening 27
water resources, creating edges that impair habitat value for forest-dwelling species, removing natural vegetation 28
cover, and allowing invasive species to become established, and29

30
WHEREAS, such activity would undoubtedly place added stress on species that may increasingly come under 31

stress from the impacts of climate change, and32
33

WHEREAS, rather than allowing fragmentation of County-owned lands and forests we should be increasing 34
our acreage of unbroken forest lands off limits to drilling to provide mitigation for the increasing fragmentation of 35
private forest lands, and36

37
WHEREAS, County-owned forest lands are located in rural areas where roads, other infrastructure, and 38

emergency response capabilities are ill suited to accommodating the level of impact on infrastructure and demand for 39
services resulting from the industrial activity associated with high-volume hydro-fracturing, and40

41
WHEREAS, it is clear that from a long-term environmental, economic, and social perspective the value of our 42

county-owned lands will be much greater if left unimpaired by the impacts of gas drilling than if such drilling is 43
allowed to occur, now therefore be it44

45
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RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee and 46
the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, That Tompkins County will not lease any county-owned lands, including 47
but not limited to County forest lands, for high volume hydro-fracturing to extract natural gas, 48

49
RESOLVED, further, That the Clerk of the Tompkins County Legislature is hereby directed to forward copies 50

of this resolution to Governor David Paterson, Senate Majority Conference Leader John Sampson, Senate Minority 51
Leader Dean Skelos, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Assembly Majority Leader Ron Canestrari, Assembly 52
Minority Leader Brian Kolb, Senator James Seward (51st District), Senator George Winner (53rd District), Senator 53
Michael Nozzolio (54th District), Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton (125th district), and New York State Department of 54
Environmental Conservation Commissioner Pete Grannis.55
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-2056

57
58
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Authorizing 2010 Federal Transit Administration Section 5307 Grant 1

Application for TCAT and Tompkins County2

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation is authorized to make grants for 3
mass transportation projects pursuant to Section 5307 of Chapter 53, Title 49, of the United States Code, and 4

5
WHEREAS, the County of Tompkins is the Designated Recipient by the Governor of New York State for the 6

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5307 Urban Formula program, with responsibilities to propose FTA-7
funded projects to the Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council (I-TCTC) (after coordinating with public 8
transportation providers) and to select projects from the I-TCTC Transportation Improvement Program for inclusion in 9
FTA grants, and  10

11
WHEREAS, the FTA fund sources for the 2010 Section 5307 Grant are as follows:12

13
2010 Sec 5307 Urban Formula Allocation $1,489,459 
NYSDOT Transfer from Sec 5311 $   195,700 
Total Federal Transit Funds $1,685,159 

, and 14
15

WHEREAS, the County and TCAT agreed to the projects selected for inclusion in the 2010 grant from the I-16
TCTC’s 2007-2012 Transportation Improvement Program, as amended on May 18, 2010, and17

18
WHEREAS, the County desires to accept a grant of funds from FTA, in the amount of $12,733,998, to be used 19

for operating assistance, and capital and planning projects for 2010, and 20
21

WHEREAS, the County will receive and use said FTA funds as follows: 22
23

Project Descriptions Federal NYSDOT TCAT County TOTAL 
Preventive Maintenance $ 1,424,839 $ 178,105 $178,105 - $,1,781,049
Mobility Management - County $ 34,400 $ 4,300 - $ 4,300 $ 43,000
Program Administration -
County 

$ 48,000 $ 6,000 - $ 6,000 $ 60,000

ADP Hardware and  Software $ 16,000 $ 2,000 $ 2,000 - $ 20,000
Shop Equipment $ 8,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 10,000
Security Equipment $ 8,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 10,000
Bus Stop Signs $ 8,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 10,000
Passenger Shelters $28,000 $ 3,500 $ 3,500 $ 35,000
Rehab/Renovate TCAT Facility $ 38,320 $ 4,790 $ 4,790 - $ 47,900
Short-Term Transit Planning $ 16,000 $ 2,000 $ 2,000 - $ 20,000
Support Vehicles $ 25,600 $ 3,200 $ 3,200 - $ 32,000
SUBTOTAL CAPITAL & 
PLANNING PROJECTS

$ 1,655,159 $ 206,895 $ 196,595 $ 10,300 $ 2,068,949

Operating Assistance  $ 30,000 $ 3,400,000 $ 7,235,049 - $ 10,665,049 
TOTAL $ 1,685,159 $ 3,606,895 $ 7,431,644 $ 10,300 $ 12,733,998

24
, now therefore be it 25

26
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RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 27
the Tompkins County Legislature authorizes the County Contracts Coordinator to execute and file applications on 28
behalf of the County of Tompkins with the Federal Transit Administration for the 2010 Section 5307 Grant,29

30
RESOLVED, further, That the grant budget total is $12,733,998 including Federal, New York State, TCAT 31

and County sources, 32
33

RESOLVED, further, That the County Contracts Coordinator is authorized to sign: 34
35

1. Any and all agreements between Tompkins County and the Federal Transit Administration for the Project. 36
37

2. Any and all agreements between Tompkins County and the State of New York for the Project. 38
39

3. Any and all agreements between Tompkins County and TCAT, and any third-party subcontractors 40
necessary to complete the project, if applicable. 41

SEQR ACTION: TYPE 11-2042
43
44
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Award of Tourism Capital Grants - 20101

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Tourism Program includes Tourism Capital grants and Tompkins County 2
Area Development (TCAD) administers the Tourism Capital Grants process, which includes designing the application 3
process, reviewing and analyzing the feasibility and economic impact of tourism projects, and providing oversight for 4
tourism projects, and5

6
WHEREAS, funding exists within the Room Tax Occupancy budget for Tourism Capital Grants, and7

8
WHEREAS, TCAD reviewed the following projects with the Strategic Tourism Planning Board (STPB), and 9

the STPB anticipates that the following projects will encourage the development of tourism products and attractions in 10
order to improve community assets, to increase the tourism business in the County, and to increase the income from 11
the Room Occupancy tax, and the following grant award has been reviewed and recommended by the STPB, now 12
therefore be it13

14
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 15

the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign all documents related to these projects:16
17

Entity Project 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Cayuga 
Nature 
Center

New Entrance and 
Attractions

$25,000 $50,000 $25,000

Kitchen 
Theatre

Bold New Space 
Renovation

$25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000

Hangar 
Theatre

A Hangar for All 
Seasons Renovation

$25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000

TOTAL $25,000 $50,000 $100,000 $75,000 $50,000
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-2018

19

Explanatory note:20

•     Each annual award shall be subject to the approval of the Legislature.21

• Full application materials are available for review upon request at the office of TCAD.22

23
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Acceptance of New York State Office of Housing and Community 1

Renewal Community Development Block Grant - Homeownership IX2

WHEREAS, Tompkins County has been awarded New York State Office of Housing and Community 3
Renewal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from the United States Department of Housing and 4
Urban Development (HUD) administered by New York State for the purpose of continuing its successful existing 5
home mortgage program for first-time homeowners, and6

7
WHEREAS, these funds will assist twenty-one families in Tompkins County to become first-time 8

homeowners, now therefore be it9
10

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 11
the County hereby accepts New York State Office of Housing and Community Renewal CDBG funds in the amount of 12
$750,000, 13

14
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator, or his designee, be authorized to execute any contracts 15

related to this project.16
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-2017

18
19
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Inclusion through Diversity

Edward C. Marx, AICP Telephone (607) 274-5560
Commissioner of Planning Fax (607) 274-5578

Memorandum

TO: Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee

FROM: Jeanne Leccese, Senior Planner

DATE: September 28, 2010

RE: Tompkins County Area Development Countywide Loan Fund Update

Action Requested
Update to Committee. No action at this time.

Background
Per Resolution 2010-98 the Planning Department is authorized to continue the grant agreement between 
Tompkins County and Tompkins County Area Development, Inc. for the Tompkins County Area Development 
Countywide Loan Fund. The resolution states that in the September of each year the Planning Department will 
provide TCAD with a balance figure for the year based on funds available for that year after consideration of 
other county community development needs and a review by the Planning, Development, and Environmental 
Quality Committee.

The current balance of the CDBG Economic Development account is $145,900. We have $72,000 committed to 
Adenious (this is an additional requisition based on their original loan). The minimum amount for a TCAD loan 
is $50,000. Therefore, the Planning Department recommends allowing $145,000 to be made available for the 
Countywide Loan Fund. This would provide $73,000 for an additional loan.

Budget Implications
None at this time.

Contact
For additional information, please contact Jeanne Leccese at 274-5560 or jleccese@tompkins-co.org.

Tompkins County

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

121 East Court Street
Ithaca, New York  14850
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Special Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 30, 2010 3:00 PM
Scott Heyman Conference Room

Present: P. Mackesey, Chair, C. Chock, F. Proto, P. Pryor, W. Burbank (arrived 3:23 p.m.)
Staff: J. Mattick, D. Bradac, Workforce Investment/Workforce NY; E. Marx, J. Jurkowich, 

Planning; J. Mareane, County Administrator
Legislators: M. Robertson, Chair; P. Stein

Call to Order 

Chair Mackesey called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Review of Impact Assessment Form 

Impact Assessment Review 

The Committee reviewed the impact assessment forms and asked appropriate questions for the 
Workforce Investment/Workforce NY and Planning Departments.

Adjournment

On motion the meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

Approved 10/6/10
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, September 1, 2010 3:30 PM 
Scott Heyman Conference Room 

 
Present:  P. Mackesey, Chair, W. Burbank, C. Chock, F. Proto, P. Pryor 
Staff: P. Younger, Deputy County Administrator; J. Mareane, County Administrator; J. 

Jurkowich, J. Leccese, Planning Department; E. Marx, Commissioner of Planning and 
Public Works; J. Kippola, Administration; M. Lynch, Public Information Officer 

Legislator: M. Robertson, Chair, P. Stein 
Guests: C. Schulte, Water Resources Council; D. Sparrow, Strategic Tourism Planning Board; F. 

Bonn, Convention and Visitor’s Bureau; B. Bossard, Community Arts Partnership; J. 
McPheeters, Chamber of Commerce 

 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Mackesey called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Changes to Agenda  
 
 The following items were added to the agenda: 

 The resolution entitled Supporting Intermunicipal Cell Tower Initiative; 
 Appointments to the Planning Advisory Board. 

 
Approval of Minutes  

 
It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Mr. Burbank, and unanimously adopted by voice vote, 

to approve the minutes of August 04, 2010, as amended.  MINUTES APPROVED. 
 

Tompkins County Council of Governments  
 
Resolution (DOC ID: 2197):  Supporting Intermunicipal Cell Tower Initiative 
 
 Ms. Robertson said the resolution is the result of discussions at Tompkins County Council of 
Governments due to concerns regarding jurisdiction of tower siting and a coordinated approach.   
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Burbank, seconded by Mr. Proto.  A discussion followed regarding the 
study and it was noted it would be open to any municipality.  With regard to a future template, a separate 
contract would be required.  This study is to research the law to determine if it is possible to move 
forward in an intermunicipal manner, recommend preferred sites, sites to avoid, and provide a model 
ordinance that could be used throughout the County to provide consistency.  Thus far the City of Ithaca, 
Town of Ithaca, Town of Dryden, Village of Lansing, and the Towns of Enfield, and Caroline have 
expressed interest.    The more municipalities that choose to participate in the study the lower the cost will 
be; the resolution does specify a maximum amount to be paid.   
 
 A voice vote on the resolution resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5; Noes – 0.  RESOLUTION 
ADOPTED. 
 
 WHEREAS, various municipalities in Tompkins County have received applications for 
permission to construct cellular communication towers within their borders (and, in some cases, on 
municipal property), and some of these applications have elicited substantial public concern or 
opposition, and  
 WHEREAS, at the same time, some municipalities have areas where cell coverage is desired but 
it is substandard or absent, and  
 WHEREAS, to date, each municipality has acted on its own, each with their own local ordinances 
regarding cell towers, and sometimes seeking expert consultation to evaluate an applicant’s need or other 

APPROVED 10-6-10
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

2

assertions, and 
WHEREAS, recognizing their shared interests and concerns, several municipalities have decided, 

through the Tompkins County Council of Governments (TCCOG), to explore the possible benefits of a 
more coordinated approach to the issues surrounding cellular communications, and 

WHEREAS, the participating municipalities want to learn what the current status is of local 
jurisdiction in this area, and to determine whether some type of coordinated, intermunicipal approach 
could enhance their ability to focus cell tower siting at the most appropriate and least disruptive locations, 
and 

WHEREAS, in addition, some participating municipalities may want outside advice on whether 
their individual ordinances should be revised and updated, and

WHEREAS, the participating municipalities (nine interested TCCOG members) issued an RFP 
(Request for Proposals) for legal services to advise them on these issues in December 2009, and received 
four qualified responses, and 

WHEREAS, on consideration of these proposals and phone interviews with two of the applicants, 
the firm of Silverberg Zalantis, Tarrytown, NY, was selected as the preferred vendor for this contract for a 
total of $10,250, as follows:

Presentation - $750 (flat fee)
Collaboration feasibility - $1,500 (flat fee)
Ordinance template  - $3,000 (estimate)
Contingency - $5,000
Total to be divided among municipalities - $10,250 

, and
WHEREAS, in addition, individual municipalities can decide whether to seek an optional review 

of their specific ordinance for an estimated $300-$500 per municipality, to be arranged directly with 
Silverberg Zalantis, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature recognizes that issues of cellular communications 
affect all our residents and visitors, and that the coordinated action of multiple municipalities is more 
efficient and effective than separate and disconnected efforts, 

RESOLVED, further, That the County desires to participate in this intermunicipal project to 
support enhanced cell service with the fewest possible new cell towers at the most appropriate locations,

RESOLVED, further, That the County will contribute up to $1,500 as a share of this contract, that 
share depending in the end upon the number of municipalities that agree to share the cost, 

RESOLVED, further, That Tompkins County offers to serve as fiscal agent to collect municipal 
contributions and handle the contract administration, subject to the approval of the participating 
municipalities. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *
Planning Department 

Report or Discussion Item (DOC ID: 2178):  Input on Applicant Selection for Water Resources 
Council

Ms. Schulte, Chair of the Nominating Committee for Water Resources Council, asked Committee 
members if they had preferences or priorities for candidates to fill vacancies on the Water Resources 
Council.  She anticipates 6-7 vacancies and noted three current members would be recommended for 
reappointed.  Ms. Chock said she would like to see the vacancies widely advertised.  Ms. Schulte said the 
notification has already been made to a broad cross-section of the County, including law firms, 
developers, municipal planning boards, conservation boards, etc.  

11.2
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

3

Ms. Chock expressed a desire to have a representative with a perspective of more than our own 
watershed and another individual with knowledge or interest in the gas drilling impacts.  Ms. Pryor said 
she would like to have a broad demographic representation.

Mr. Proto said the County is limited in the amount of advertising due to the expense.  He said by 
placing the information in the Ithaca Times it also reaches the rural communities as well.  In addition, 
there are occasional public service announcements on the local radio.  In response to Ms. Pryor’s 
comment on demographic representation, he said there are seven At-Large seats on the advisory board 
that could be representatives of various municipalities.

Ms. Schulte said with regard to a representative with experience across watersheds the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation has an ex-officio seat on the advisory board, however, 
they are not always present.  One of their representatives did speak to the advisory board about 
hydrofracking.

Ms. Mackesey said an issue has been raised about the number of Cornell University staff on any 
one board; if an issue directly relating Cornell University may adversely affect public perception of 
decisions.

Ms. Robertson expressed appreciation to Ms. Schulte’s request for input by the Committee.
* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2081):  Endorsing the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy 

Mr. Marx reported he met with Mr. Proto and the Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit staff to 
address their concerns with the strategy recommendations.  Following the meeting, some items were 
amended to address the concerns and were noted on the sheet provided.  During the discussion that 
followed, it was noted the strategy would require $1- to $2-million to begin implementation.  It was 
further noted that the recommended guidelines could be amended as the strategy progresses.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Carol Chock, Member
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Legislature in December 
2004 and amended in 2008 with an element addressing energy and greenhouse gas emissions, established 
the policy to “Reduce community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 2 percent of 2008 base year 
emissions per year to reach, at a minimum, an 80% reduction from 2008 levels by 2050,” and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan calls for the development of a “5-year strategy to reduce 
community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 10% of 2008 levels, including a detailed plan for 
County government to achieve that same target,” and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy contains interim actions toward 
achieving the community 2050 greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal by reducing emissions 20% 
from 2008 levels by 2020, and

WHEREAS, the County Planning Advisory Board has endorsed the Tompkins County 2020 
Energy Strategy and recommends that the Tompkins County Legislature also endorse it, and

WHEREAS, there are no financial implications associated with endorsing this Strategy, 
implementation of many aspects of the Strategy would have financial implications that would be 
reviewed by the Legislature at the time of implementation, now therefore be it
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

4

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature, endorses the Tompkins County 2020 Energy 
Strategy, dated August 20, 2010.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Guidelines for Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic and Recreational Resource Protection  
(DOC ID: 2177)

Mr. Marx explained when the program was initially set up interim guidelines were developed.  
Now the work is complete and it is appropriate to approve final guidelines for the program.  He reviewed 
the amendments relating to work that is already complete, reflects the result of two items not completed, 
and that it now includes both natural and agricultural lands.

In response to Mr. Burbank’s question on the level of funds in the Capital Reserve, Mr. Marx said 
there is approximately $21,000.  The funds come from various sources including the sale of County 
property to State Parks and the Planning Department rollover funds.  

Mr. Proto asked what the role is between the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board (AFPB) 
and the Planning Department with regard to this program.  He was informed there is a member from 
AFPB on the Board and that the Board is overseen by the Planning Advisory Board.

In response to Ms. Chock’s question, Mr. Marx said there are some eligible locations within the 
City of Ithaca.

Mr. Proto expressed concern that when items involving agriculture are involved perhaps a delay 
in action should take place to allow the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board adequate time to 
review and respond.  In addition, he noted that often guidelines become rules and he is concerned that this 
does  not happen.  Ms. Chock said she does not believe obligations for review should be placed upon one 
advisory board by another; if a concern exists the party should attend the meeting.  In response to Ms. 
Pryor’s question, it was noted Monika Roth is the AFPB representative.

RESULT: COMMITTEE APPROVED ACCEPTANCE [4 TO 1]
MOVER: Pat Pryor, Member
SECONDER: Will Burbank, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Will Burbank, Carol Chock, Pat Pryor
NAYS: Frank Proto

* * * * * * * * * *

Appointment (DOC ID: 2196):  Planning Advisory Board 

Mr. Marx said recommendations to this advisory board are made by the Commissioner of 
Planning and Public Works.
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

5

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Pat Pryor, Member
SECONDER: Will Burbank, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

Planning Advisory Board

David Kay – Urban Local Planning representative – term to expire December 31, 2010
Kathleen Schlather – Human Services representative – term to expire December 31, 2012

* * * * * * * * * *
Commissioner’s Report

Mr. Marx expressed his appreciation to Ms. Jurkowich and Ms. Leccese for completion of the 
Sustainable Regional Planning Grant application.  He noted the County’s Strategy Plan contains 
approximately ninety percent of what is sought in the grant.  The grant application would be to:  (1) to 
complete the three missing elements from Tompkins County’s Regional Plan for Sustainable 
Development, locally known as the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan; (2) to support and advance 
the development of livable communities, known locally as development focus areas; and (3) to develop a 
detailed plan for meeting the region’s long-term energy goals. To achieve the first goal requires 
development of a Fair Housing Plan, Economic Development Scenario Plans, and a Climate Change 
Adaptation Plan.  To achieve the second goal requires development of Design Studies in the County’s 
development focus areas and related analysis of the impacts of that development. To achieve the third 
goal requires the preparation of an Energy Road Map.  It was noted this is a national competition.

Mr. Proto requested a copy of the application information. He also asked if the application 
would have any potential policy decisions attached to it and was informed it does not.

* * * * * * * * * *

Strategic Tourism Planning Board 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2181):  Award of Tourism Capital Grant 

Ms. Kippola reviewed information provided to the Committee.  Ms. Chock said the language 
requiring “completion of all requirements outlined in the review process and the grant agreement” was 
because the administrator for the capital grants program is out of the county and will be back next week.  
The administrator needs to sign documentation and the language provides the ability to move forward 
until that time. The capital funds can be no more than 1/3 of the total budget.  In response to Mr. Proto’s 
question about the total amount of the Finger Lakes Wine Center and what portion the Strategic Tourism 
Planning Board (STPB) is providing, Ms. Kippola verified the total cost is $884,000 and the portion from 
STPB is $209,370.

Mr. Burbank asked what happens if funding is not received from other outside sources.  Mr. 
Sparrow said the organization is waiting for funds from New York State, however, through the private 
sector capital campaign funds are in hand to complete construction.  When funding from New York State 
is received it would be used in other areas.  Ms. Pryor is very happy to see the project coming to fruition 
after 8.5 years.  Ms. Chock expressed appreciation to everyone who has worked to bring the wine center 
to the area.  Mr. Sparrow also expressed appreciation for the County support of this project.  
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

6

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Tourism Program includes Tourism Capital grants and 
Tompkins County Area Development (TCAD) administers the Tourism Capital Grants process, which 
includes designing the application process, reviewing and analyzing the feasibility and economic impact 
of tourism projects, and providing oversight for tourism projects, and

WHEREAS, the Tourism Capital Grants Committee recommended according to its competitive 
process that the Finger Lakes Wine Center be selected for grants over a three year period, and

WHEREAS, funding exists within the Room Tax Occupancy budget for Tourism Capital Grants, 
and

WHEREAS, TCAD reviewed the following project with the Strategic Tourism Planning Board 
(STPB), and the STPB anticipates that the following project will encourage the development of tourism 
products and attractions in order to improve community assets, to increase the tourism business in the 
County, and to increase the income from the Room Occupancy tax, and the following grant awards have 
been reviewed and recommended by the STPB, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign all documents related to 
this project, upon completion of all requirements outlined in the review process and the grant agreement:

Entity Project
Finger Lakes Wine Center Center’s location development
2007 2008 2010 TOTAL
$50,000 $60,000 $50,000 $160,000

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2175):  Approval of Contract for Arts and Culture Development – State 
Theatre, Inc. 

Ms. Chock said now that the Community Arts Partnership (CAP) has worked out the ticketing 
issue the project can now move forward.  Mr. Proto said the Theatre has been provided close to $180,000 
and asked if it is on target for the work, and asked what guidelines were in place for the project.  Mr. 
Bossard said he could only speak about the program since 2007 when he became involved.  The 
guidelines were instituted in 2009 and are different than when Historic Ithaca was involved during 2004-
2008.  

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Will Burbank, Member
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, Community Arts Partnership (CAP) recognizes that the local arts and cultural 
community is a valuable and unique asset, and that a need exists to harness the power of the arts to 
develop tourism growth, and if strategically managed, that would stabilize and develop these assets to 
better serve tourists through well-planned marketing efforts, and

WHEREAS, CAP was appointed to create a comprehensive arts marketing plan and develop and 
implement a plan for financial and operational development and capacity building of arts and cultural 
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

7

entities, and
WHEREAS, the arts and cultural community could better position itself in the marketplace to 

attract more visitors to and enhance visitors’ stay in Tompkins County, thus generating more dollars into 
the local economy, and

WHEREAS, funding exists within the Room Tax Occupancy (Tourism Program) budget for the 
Arts and Cultural Organization Development Program, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, with the advice of the Strategic Tourism Planning Board, That the following Arts and 
Cultural Organization Stabilization Grant be awarded in 2010:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
State 

Theatre, 
Inc.

30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 37,000 16,000 17,000

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign any 
agreements with the recipient and CAP pertaining to this program. 
SEQR TYPE: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

2011 Tourism Program Budget (DOC ID: 2176)

Mr. Mareane reviewed the revised budget information and noted known reserves for 2011 are 
included.  In addition, program funding has been broken out from administrative costs.  He specified 
funds have been set aside to provide an accountant to assist with program review.  Ms. Chock suggested a 
review of the last two pages that contain the fifteen programs operated with specific guidelines through 
the Strategic Tourism Planning Board.  There is still the 60/40 percent (marketing/product development) 
split that has been in place for many years.  Mr. Sparrow said more support has been recommended for 
new tourism initiatives to avoid reduction of support in other areas.

Mr. Mareane said the budget supports the new position by use of $85,000 in room tax funds, 
which would be supplemented by room tax administrative funds coming to the County that is then 
allocated to the appropriate departments.  In response to Mr. Proto’s question about the funds set aside in 
previous budgets for this position, Mr. Mareane said the unused funds would be placed in the Tourism 
reserve account.  

RESULT: COMMITTEE APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

* * * * * * * * * *

Tompkins County Area Development 

Report or Discussion Item (DOC ID: 2180):  Tompkins County Area Development Update 

Mr. Stamm provided a detailed report of the history and work completed by Tompkins County 
Area Development, (TCAD) a 501(c)6 private not-for-profit development corporation founded in 1964.  
The Board of Directors are a very diverse mix of public and private leaders and the Chamber of 
Commerce President.  The funding is unique compared to other development corporations with 1/3 
coming from membership, 1/3 coming from government, and 1/3 coming from fees until several years 
ago.  When the staff increased by 2 FTE to cover the Economic Development Strategy and Empire Zone 
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Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, September 1, 2010

8

the funding stream changed to 20 percent members, 6 percent government, and 70 percent fee based, 
relying on the funding balance for the difference.  It would have been preferred to maintain the County 
funding, but due to TCAD’s higher fund balance the reduction was possible to assist during difficult 
County budgets.  Mr. Stamm said the Chair of the Legislature at that time and subsequently stated if fee-
based income declines the County would step back in. The present fee-based income combined with the 
new Tompkins County Development Corporation should be sufficient to carry the corporation several 
more years.    He stressed the importance of having the funding diverse between local government, 
employers, and creating fees to assist in operating Tompkins County Area Development.

With regard to strategies, Mr. Stamm said unlike many other development corporation the focus 
is on businesses that sell a product or service to customers outside of the County, not offering incentives 
to big-box retailers.  He noted every big-box retailer sought incentives and were declined.  The focus is on 
companies that do not compete with other companies and create quality employment opportunities. 
Experience has found that most new, quality jobs will come from existing companies that are already here 
or from existing entrepreneurs trying to start companies.  There are many high-tech companies starting up 
within the County that will be sustainable.  When speaking to interested companies, discussions include 
access to technology, access to workforce, whether the CEO and management teams are committed to the 
Ithaca area, and the last thing discussed is incentives.  

In response to Mr. Proto’s question about manufacturing businesses, Mr. Stamm said there was a 
great deal of work to keep Borg Warner in the area; the likelihood of attracting another large 
manufacturer approaches zero.   The cost of doing business in New York State combined with the cost of 
real estate in the County could not compete with other areas.  Mr. Proto then asked if a regional approach 
has taken place with other counties.  Mr. Stamm said he speaks to companies who are seeking a building 
or property and works with them.  He spoke to Borg Warner when they were looking for a building for 
the Powdered Metal Division; Tompkins County did not have one, however, Cortland County was able to 
work with them and find a suitable location.  Mr. Stamm said most of the economic development 
agencies in the region work cooperatively to assist companies interested in relocating to the area.  

Mr. Stamm spoke of the development of programs, initiatives, and projects, noting he maintains 
contact with businesses to determine what is needed.  He provided examples of a number of projects for 
both larger companies and local entrepreneurs. 

When determining performance of those receiving incentives one area reviewed is to look at the 
value of the resources, wages, benefits, in-house training, advancement opportunities, gender/racial mix, 
and if employees are Tompkins County residents.  Results are tracked on an annual basis and will be 
available online shortly.  Mr. Stamm said in order to provide good jobs to local residents TCAD works to 
match the supply of jobs with the demand.

With regard to future challenges, Mr. Stamm said Cornell University is moving ahead with regard 
to tech-transfer, utilizing technology developed by professors in practical applications outside of the 
university.  He is also working to see about having early stage capital fund.  With regard to workforce 
concerns, work needs to be done to retain young adults, find placement for displaced workers, determine 
how to place older workers, and the State business climate.  He explained energy costs within the state are 
three times higher than other states; the State’s economic development programs are dysfunctional in 
comparison to Pennsylvania.  Mr. Proto said the high cost of energy may be due to the additional fees 
charged on energy bills.  Mr. Stamm believes it could be due to inefficiencies of utilities and the grid.  
Ms. Mackesey suggested that if assistance is given to companies as tax credits perhaps incentives for use 
of alternative sources of energy may help.  Mr. Stamm noted NYSERDA has funding available, however, 
companies cannot directly seek assistance from them.
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In response to Ms. Chock’s question on housing, Mr. Stamm said the economic development 
strategy identified housing, workforce, and unique community centers.  The corporation is involved in 
various aspects of housing though economic development incentives there have been housing 
development in the City, completing the water and sewer study that will assist in identifying areas for 
housing, and having staff work on housing fund oversight.  He also noted there is a private sector housing 
individual on the Board.

Mr. Stamm said there is another drive on the State regarding rules and regulations.  Many 
organizations deal with environmental and labor regulations and although the regulations are not bad they 
are administered with inconsistency.  

In response to Mr. Burbank’s question about transparency and accessibility of their corporation, 
Mr. Stamm said municipal representatives are on the Board.  He noted that although the Board meetings 
are not open to the public due to the nature of discussions, TCAD does seek public input on projects.

Ms. Mackesey said that as a result of the detailed report it would not be necessary to review the 
impact statement form submitted to the Administration.

* * * * * * * * * *
Adjournment 

On motion, the meeting adjourned at 5:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Karen Fuller, Deputy Clerk
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Regular Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 4, 2010 3:30 PM
Scott Heyman Conference Room

Present: C. Chock, Vice Chair; F. Proto; W. Burbank; P. Pryor; P. Mackesey, Chair (arrived 4:13 
p.m.

Staff: J. Mareane, County Administrator; E. Marx, Commissioner of Planning and Public 
Works; S. Doyle, K. Borgella, K. Wilsea, J. Lacesse, Planning Department; J. Kippola, 
Administration; K. Fuller, Deputy Clerk; C. Schulte, Water Resources Council

Legislator: M. Robertson, Chair
Guests: Cindy Kimble, Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance; Scott Wiggins, David Sparrow, Strategic 

Tourism Planning Board; J. McPheeters, Chamber of Commerce; Fred Bonn, Convention 
and Visitors Bureau; Brett Bossard, Community Arts Partnership, Dr. Scott Niven

Call to Order

Vice Chair Chock called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.

Changes to Agenda 

Ms. Chock reordered the agenda to allow Ms. Mackesey to be present during items of interest.

Approval of Minutes 

It was MOVED by Ms. Pryor, seconded by Mr. Proto, and unanimously adopted by voice vote by 
members present, to accept the minutes of July 07, 2010, as presented.  MINUTES APPROVED.

Strategic Tourism Planning Board 

Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance

Ms. Kimble, President of the Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance, provided a brief history of the 
agency, key achievements, and proposed amendments to the investment structure and appointment of 
Board of Director members.  She noted the agency has been in operation for 91 years and is considered 
one of the oldest regional tourism promotion agencies in the nation.  The Alliance is made up of 14 
counties and covers 9,000 square miles in the Central New York area, making it the larges region in New 
York State.  In 2009 the Finger Lakes Region was the second best performing region in the State and 
brought in $2.5 billion to the area.  Ms. Kimble reviewed the key achievements for 2009 and to date in 
2010.  The amendments to the investment structure would make all entities as partners in the Alliance and 
allow flexibility in determining the level of participation and service desired.  With regard to Board of 
Director membership, Ms. Kimble said that previously County Legislatures appointed members, with 
some members not familiar with the tourism industry.  Having the ability to ask local tourism promotion 
agencies to nominate an individual for the Board of Directors will assist in maintaining the right balance 
of industry representation.  

In response to the Committees concern regarding the appointment process, Mr. Bonn said he 
would work closely with the County in the process.  The Committee requested a review of the current 
appointment process and will revisit it at a future meeting.

Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) Quarterly Report

Mr. Bonn reported on the impact of tourism in Tompkins County.  He is continuing to work with 
New York State tourism leaders and speaking with State legislative representatives regarding the 
importance of maintaining the State Matching Funds program, however, it is unclear what the outcome 
will be.  The Hospitality Star Program that focuses on customer service training and familiarization of 

Approved 9/1/10
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2

local points of interest has been a very successful collaboration between CVB, Tompkins Cortland 
Community College, and Workforce New York.  Although the tourism industry has not fully recovered to 
its pre-recession level, the June figures show the trend is continuing to grow.  

Chmura Economics and Analytics Profile of Visitors

Members received a written report providing visitor profile information for a one-year period.  
The survey included the following components:  twelve month Intercept Survey; Household Survey 
completed in January/February 2009; Student Survey completed in April/May 2009; Innkeeper Survey 
completed Spring 2009; and Visitors Bureau Survey completed April through November 2009.  Mr. Bonn 
noted the information confirmed perceptions that tourism efforts in the County are effective.  The report 
outlines the demographics of the 843,000 visitors in 2009, including the lodging, where they are from, 
ages, reason for visit, places visited, and satisfaction levels.  Mr. Bonn noted the high level of satisfaction 
in visits indicates a potential return to the area within 2 to 5 years and that the entire community adds to 
the good experience.  

Ms. Chock spoke of Strategic Tourism Planning Board having a two-hour presentation of the 
Chmura Report with a great deal of detail provided.  The full report can be seen at 
http://www.visitithaca.com/media-services.html.  It will be a valuable tool to business partners for 
planning purposes, especially the private sector.  Mr. Bonn said the 2011 marketing efforts will take into 
account information from this report.

Mr. Bonn said the spending patterns that had been down 11.4 percent, during a down year are 
returning to more normal spend patterns.  In response to a question about whether other Finger Lakes 
Tourism Alliances have a similar report, he said some counties have expressed interest but there is none at 
this time.  He noted the cost for this report was $60,000.

In response to Mr. Burbank’s question about any weaknesses or gaps in service, Mr. Bonn said 
although there were some comments about the Commons area, on the whole visitors felt they received 
value for the money spent.  The report will provide the opportunity to refine the industry and strategic 
plans.

Resolution:  Budget Adjustments - Tourism Program (DOC ID: 2130)

Ms. Kippola provided the members with a revised resolution.  Ms. Kippola explained Room Tax  
revenues that exceed expenses are placed in the Room Tax Fund Balance, which can only be used for 
tourism promotion and tourism related activities.  The Strategic Tourism Planning Board (STPB) has 
decided to utilize some of the funds within the 2010 budget due to an increased demand in festival 
applications.  The Community Arts Partnership (CAP) request is to assist the State Theatre selling tickets 
at the County Ticketing Center.  Mr. Bossard said clients (the organizations providing the box office 
services) pay into the operation of the ticket center through fees based on the number of tickets sales, with 
the majority of revenue through customer fees at the time of purchase.  For the current year, due to the 
transition period of installation of new software that will allow the State Theatre to sell tickets at the 
Ticket Center there is a small gap in funding that would normally come from each client organization.  
The grant will bridge the gap.  There will be one ticket unit with CAP either subcontracting or using  their 
staff; a ticket outlet will still be operated at the State Theatre.  

It was noted the revised resolution was to remove the Finger Lakes Wine Center capital grant, 
which did not qualify for this program.   The STPB has supported this effort for almost ten years and 
would like to assist in its completion.  The request will be taken back and reviewed to determine the 
appropriate grant program.  The Festival coordination strategic plan is expected to be completed by the 
end of the year.
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RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Pamela Mackesey, Chair
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, pursuant to Administrative Manual Policy 05-02, budget adjustments exceeding 
$5,000 require Legislative approval, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Director of Finance be directed to make the following budget adjustments on the 
County’s books:
SOURCE: A908 Room Tax Fund Balance $88,000
APPROPRIATION: 6475.54400 Program Expense - Festivals Outreach      $10,000 

6475.54621 Community Arts Partnership $  8,000
6475.54625      Tourism Capital Grants $10,000
6475.54626      Tourism Marketing & Advert Grants. $15,000
6475.54628 New Tourism Initiative Grants $30,000
6475.54632 Tompkins County Chamber-

Convention & Visitors Bureau $15,000
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign all 

contracts and documents related to the non-grant appropriations.
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

EXPLANATION:  
• Festivals Outreach:  Expand festival coordination outreach efforts, create long-term strategic 

plan to efficiently respond to Tourism Program festival grant requests
• Community Arts Partnership:  CAP operates County’s Ticket Center, and must recover 

costs as the State Theatre moves toward selling tickets at the Ticket Center
• Grants:  Anticipated demand for Fall 2010 grant round
• Tompkins County Chamber/CVB:  Increase 2010 marketing campaign to attract more 

overnight visitors
* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2145):  Accepting the County Administrator’s Report Regarding 
Strengthening the County’s Tourism Efforts and Authorizing a 
Senior Planner Position Within the Tompkins County 
Planning Department to Support the Strategic Tourism 
Planning Board and Coordinate the County’s Tourism 
Activities

Mr. Mareane reviewed his report and recommendation regarding the proposed position, funded 
through Room Tax funds.  The report confirmed the need for the position and details concerning duties 
and placement for the position, which was determined to be a Senior Planner housed in the Planning 
Department.  It also indicated there is no need to fundamentally overhaul the current relationship between 
the County, Strategic Tourism Planning Board (STPB), and Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB).  The 
financial accountability concerns expressed can be resolved through plain language planning to make it 
easier to understand, and there should not be any reallocation of revenues until the tax revenues are 
returned to their pre-recession levels.  Mr. Mareane recommended that a review of the position take place 
after a two-year period to determine its effectiveness.
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A brief discussion followed with Committee members expressing differing opinions about 
whether to specify the position would exist only as long as it is supported through Room Tax funds.  Mr. 
Marx said that the Planning Department could not absorb the additional position within his budget and he 
would prefer to have the resolution specify it is supported through Room Tax.

It was MOVED by Ms. Pryor, seconded by Mr. Proto, to amend the resolution to add the 
following language: “RESOLVED, further, That if is the expectation that as long as the position exists, it 
shall be funded solely by Room Tax funds.”  A voice vote on the amendment resulted as follows:  Ayes –
4 (Legislators Chock, Mackesey, Proto, and Pryor); Noes – 1 (Legislator Burbank).  AMENDMENT 
APPROVED.

It was noted the position would have an estimated annual expense of $90,000 to $100,000.  Mr. 
Proto questioned whether the chosen position of Senior Planner would appropriately describe the work to 
be completed.  He recalled a previous job description for this position and noted the local law regarding 
the Room Tax specifies what the funds may be used for.  Ms. Chock reviewed the job description and 
believes it would fit the original description and need.  Mr. Mareane said there is limited use of the Room 
Tax funds by law and that it must be used for tourism.  To amend the position description or title would 
require Civil Service action.  In response to Mr. Proto’s question of how STPB felt about the 
recommendation, Ms. Chock and Mr. Sparrow indicated they were extremely favorable.  

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [4 TO 1]
MOVER: Pamela Mackesey, Chair
SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Will Burbank, Carol Chock, Pat Pryor
NAYS: Frank Proto

WHEREAS, Tompkins County levies a Hotel Room Occupancy Tax (“Room Tax”) to provide 
the means to enhance the local economy through the promotion of tourist activities, conventions, trade 
shows, special events and other directly related and supporting activities, and

WHEREAS, the County created the Advisory Board on Tourism Development in 1989 and 
subsequently restructured that Board to create the Strategic Tourism Planning Board (STPB) in 1998 to 
identify, develop, and promote arts, cultural and tourism opportunities; improve the connection among 
tourism and visitor service providers; improve the efficiency of visitor services delivery and program 
development; and advise the Tompkins County Legislature on the distribution of Room Tax revenue for 
both “product” and marketing activities, based on adopted short- and long-term tourism development 
strategies, and 

WHEREAS, the role of the STBP has grown alongside the growth in Room Tax revenue, with the 
Board now responsible for all “Product Development” activities, which account for 40% of all Room Tax 
revenue net of administrative costs, and also for tourism marketing activities other than those undertaken 
by the Convention and Visitors Bureau, and 

WHEREAS, although the STPB has fulfilled its mission with great skill and vision, it has relied 
largely on a dedicated volunteer board for tasks normally and more appropriately assigned to professional 
staff, and 

WHEREAS, recognizing that its administrative responsibilities were limiting its ability to fully 
realize the more strategic elements of its mission, the STBP requested the County consider how to 
provide professional staff assistance and allocated $100,000 to support the cost of such assistance in each 
of its last two budgets, and 

WHEREAS, in responding to the STPB’s request and also in seeking stronger accountability over 
the spending of Room Tax funds, the Legislature’s Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee asked the County Administrator to exercise his powers under Chapter 150 of the County Code 
governing the Room Tax to assess the needs of the County’s tourism program and make 
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recommendations to the Legislature, and 
WHEREAS, after undertaking a review that included discussions with STPB members and other 

stakeholders, the County Administrator has issued a report that shall be made a part of this record.  The 
report found the responsibilities of the STBP and its members exceed what can reasonably be expected of 
a volunteer advisory board and recommends the hiring of a professional staff person to assume the 
administrative burdens now carried by the Board, allowing the Board to focus on more strategic issues 
and opportunities, and 

WHEREAS, the County Administrator’s report enumerates the several recommended duties of 
the staff person, including but not limited to facilitating the development of a five-year (2011-15) 
strategic tourism plan, exploring new sources of funding, generating and pursuing ideas about new 
initiatives to increase tourism activity, evaluating the effectiveness of existing programs to ensure these 
activities are resulting in the highest return on the County’s Room Tax dollar, managing product 
development contracts for grant compliance, reviewing budgets and reports,  and serving as a single point 
of contact for all Room Tax -related matters, and

WHEREAS, the County Administrator has recommended the position be placed in the 
Department of Planning in the title of Senior Planner and made accountable to the Commissioner of 
Planning, who shall direct the work activities of the staff person and ensure the continued involvement of 
the STPB in the development and oversight of the County’s tourism programs, and

WHEREAS, the position and related supervisory costs will be fully supported by Room Tax 
revenues allocated for this purpose, and

WHEREAS, the County Administrator has recommended that an objective performance 
evaluation of this initiative be undertaken two years after its commencement to determine whether the 
anticipated benefits of adding a professional staff person have been realized; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality and 
the Budget and Capital Committees, That the Tompkins County Legislature accepts the findings and 
recommendations of the County Administrator’s report and authorizes the designation of a position at the 
level of Senior Planner within the Planning Department, funded by Room Tax revenue, to support and 
coordinate the County’s tourism program,

RESOLVED, further, That if is the expectation that as long as the position exists, it shall be 
funded solely by Room Tax funds,

RESOLVED, further, That funding for this position and related expenses for the balance of 2010 
shall be provided through a budget adjustment as follows: 
From:     Room Tax Account 6475.54400  Program Expense    $25,000
To: Planning Department Account     8020.51000609   Senior Planner  $19,575

Planning Department Account     8020.58800  Fringes  $  5,425
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2134):  Funding of Community Celebrations Grants 

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Pamela Mackesey, Chair
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, Tompkins County has a grant program for community celebrations using funds 
drawn entirely from Room Occupancy Tax, and

WHEREAS, Tompkins County has reviewed grant applications for recommendation to the 
Tompkins County Legislature through the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee with the advice of the Strategic Tourism Planning Board, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
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Committee, That the following grants are approved:
Town of Lansing 2010 Lansing Harbor Fest $1,200
Town of Ithaca Rededication of Veterans' Cemetery $   300
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or designee shall be authorized to 

sign any documents related to the aforementioned projects.
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Planning Department 

Resolution (DOC ID: 2081):  Endorsing the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy 

Ms. Borgella said the Committees suggested revisions to the document have been completed.  
Mr. Proto expressed concern that the energy strategy component, if implemented, would cost $4.1 million 
dollars over the next ten years.  Although some of the funding may come from the Federal or State 
governments he feels some pieces of the strategy cause concern.  He also noted that at the Planning 
Advisory Board it was stated implementation of the component would require aggressive work.  

Mr. Proto said as Chairman of Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) he is concerned 
about the items listed in Section 5, particularly the expansion of the Way-to-Go program.  He said 
discussions are ongoing about how to more economically run the program and also about the 211 
program.  He also said some individuals are not comfortable with all the strategies such as one 
north/south and one east/west major bike/hiking boulevards.  It appears this piece came from ITCTC plus 
work done by one or two individuals.  The transportation piece has far-reaching implications and said 
TCAT has the major transportation responsibility in the county.  If the energy strategy is recommended it 
puts the County on a path with funding implications that, at this time when facing financial difficulties, 
causes apprehension.  He would like to be certain Mr. Mareane has a chance to review the document and 
respond on the financial implications.

Ms. Mackesey asked how the information for the transportation portion was obtained.  Ms. 
Borgella said work was done primarily with ITCTC and using their long-range transportation plan.

Ms. Pryor would like to see the plan move forward.  She sees the strategy as a supporting 
document for grant opportunities for its various sections.  Although she is sensitive to the fiscal 
implications and recognizes that if accepted it would then move to implementation, she would also like to 
have Mr. Mareane review the document.

Commissioner Marx agreed to meet with Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) staff to 
review their concerns.

It was MOVED by Ms. Pryor, seconded by Mr. Proto, to table the resolution to the next meeting.  
Ms. Chock said the resolution notes there are no immediate financial implications and that to implement 
action would require a vote; if it was not feasible at that time Legislators could vote against action.  Mr. 
Marx said the document provides a road map of what would be required to achieve the stated goal.  It 
does not say all action should be at the County’s expense and funds would be sought through grants and 
collaborative efforts.  He noted he has not heard of any concerns from Mr. Mareane who is aware of the 
strategy and that today was the first he heard of these concerns from members of the Committee.  

A voice vote on the motion to table the resolution resulted as follows:  Ayes – 2 (Legislators 
Proto and Pryor); Noes – 3 (Legislators Burbank, Chock, and Mackesey).  MOTION FAILED.
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Mr. Proto will not support the resolution due to his concerns on the transportation portion of the 
document and the desire to speak to staff at ITCTC and the TCAT Board.  

Ms. Chock said the document would be used as a strategy as pointed out by Mr. Marx.  

Ms. Pryor is reluctant to vote against the strategy and asked if it is possible to delay action to 
allow Mr. Proto’s questions and concerns to be addressed.  Mr. Marx said he would like to have it move 
forward to pursue funding for the segments as well as have it a supportive document for grant 
applications.

By consensus, the resolution was withdrawn from the agenda at this time.  Mr. Marx noted the 
document strengthens what TCAT is attempting to do.  RESOLUTION WITHDRAWN.

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Legislature in 
December 2004 and amended in 2008 with an element addressing energy and greenhouse gas emissions, 
established the policy to “Reduce community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 2 percent of 2008 
base year emissions per year to reach, at a minimum, an 80% reduction from 2008 levels by 2050,” and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan calls for the development of a “5-year strategy to reduce 
community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 10% of 2008 levels, including a detailed plan for 
County government to achieve that same target,” and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy contains interim actions toward 
achieving the community 2050 greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal by reducing emissions 20% 
from 2008 levels by 2020, and

WHEREAS, the County Planning Advisory Board has endorsed the Tompkins County 2020 
Energy Strategy and recommends that the Tompkins County Legislature also endorse it, and

WHEREAS, there are no financial implications associated with endorsing this Strategy, 
implementation of many aspects of the Strategy would have financial implications that would be 
reviewed by the Legislature at the time of implementation, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature, endorses the Tompkins County 2020 Energy 
Strategy, dated July 20, 2010.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2143):  Making a Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance in 
Relation to Resolution No. of 2010: Authorizing a Contract 
with the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District to 
Implement Flood Hazard Mitigation Program Projects 

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Pamela Mackesey, Chair
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, in Resolution No. of 2010, the Tompkins County Legislature would authorize the 
County Administrator or his designee to execute a contract with the Tompkins County Soil and Water 
District to implement projects identified through the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and would also be 
authorized to execute other agreement necessary for the County to implement, monitor and protect the 
projects funded through this program, and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature has reviewed and accepted as adequate an 
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Environmental Assessment Form with respect to that action, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 

Committee, That Resolution No. ___ of 2010 is an unlisted action, 
RESOLVED, further, That the County Legislature hereby makes a negative declaration of 

environmental significance in regard to Resolution No. ___ of 2010.
SEQR ACTION: Unlisted
(Short EAFs on file in the office of the Clerk of the Legislature)

* * * * * * * * * *

Resolution (DOC ID: 2141):  Authorizing a Contract with the Tompkins County Soil and Water 
Conservation District to Implement Flood Hazard Mitigation 
Program Projects 

Mr. Doyle noted the applications went through the technical committee review process.  The 
resolution will cover seven projects in four watersheds and seven jurisdictions. Mr. Doyle is seeking three 
actions associated with the projects:  (1) recommendation of the negative declaration resolution; (2) 
recommendation of the resolution authorizing the contract with Soil and Water Conservation District; and
(3) authorization to use $12,000 from the 2009 funds for a project identified on Taughannock Creek  to 
complete the watershed assessment.

Mr. Proto believes there needs to be a discussion regarding the selection process for projects by 
the technical committee.  The three-week timeline of notification to municipalities and the deadline given 
does not provide an opportunity for the public to weigh in.  Mr. Doyle said this is the last year for the 
designated funding.  The technical committee is reviewing the program and will be presenting a report in 
the near future.  

Mr. Proto spoke of removing the proposed Fall Creek Agricultural Buffer project, noting that 
since it was recommended the individual who is purchasing the property has decided to seek the Federal 
and State funding available through the Conservation Reserve Program.  Mr. Doyle disagreed and felt 
since it is a large area there could be benefits from both programs, therefore, should be included pending 
additional review.  A discussion followed, with Mr. Proto stating the landowner would not have to sign an 
agreement and have additional benefits such as fencing if he chose the Conservation Reserve Program.  
Mr. Doyle said there are opportunities that both programs would be beneficial, particularly due to the size 
of the area and noted the County could not do any work without the landowner’s approval.

In response to Ms. Chock’s questions, Mr. Doyle said the resolution does not obligate the County 
for any 2011 funds, and all but one town has had the County complete flood hazard mitigation projects.  

It was MOVED by Mr. Proto to remove the Fall Creek Agricultural Buffer Extension from the 
approved project listing.  FAILED FOR LACK OF A SECOND.  Mr. Proto is expressed disappointment 
the County is considering spending funds when there are Federal funds available to do a more extensive 
project on this property.

It was noted that the East Enfield Creek at Upper Treman Buffer project may include the removal 
of two mobile homes.

Mr. Burbank was excused at this time (5:35 p.m.).

Ms. Mackesey asked for clarification on the Fall Creek Agricultural Buffer; Mr. Doyle said there 
would be a review of the project and a determination what would best complete the mitigation work.  If it 
is not necessary for the County to supplement the Conservation Reserve Program the project would be 
removed.  He also explained the County would have a permanent maintenance agreement that would be 
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associated with the property.  Mr. Proto said there should be conversations with Soil and Water 
Conservation staff about the Conservation Reserve Program and it being a more suitable program.  Mr. 
Marx said Mr. Schutt is on the technical committee that approved the project and had not brought up the 
possibility of the Conservation Reserve Program until this time.  

Ms. Chock clarified approval of the resolution authorizes moving forward on the projects, 
however, if there is new information that changes how the project should be handled it could be removed.

Mr. Proto again stressed the need to have additional public outreach about the projects.  

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Pat Pryor, Member
SECONDER: Will Burbank, Member
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature re-established the Flood Hazard Mitigation 
Program in 2006, and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature provided funding for the Flood Hazard Mitigation 
Program in the amount of $25,000 in 2010, and

WHEREAS, the Technical Committee for the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program has identified 
several projects to be funded through the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District is prepared to undertake 
the projects identified by the Technical Committee, and

WHEREAS, the projects identified for implementation will be protected through the use of a 
Riparian Buffer Protection Agreement where appropriate, and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature has reviewed and accepted as adequate 
Environmental Assessment Forms with respect to these projects, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the County Administrator or his designee be authorized to execute a contract with the 
Tompkins County Soil and Water District, in an amount not to exceed $25,000, 

RESOLVED, further, that the County Administrator or his designee is also authorized to execute 
other agreements necessary for the County to implement, monitor and protect the projects funded by the 
Flood Hazard Mitigation Program.
SEQR ACTION: Unlisted
(Short EAFs on file in the office of the Clerk of the Legislature)

* * * * * * * * * *

Authorization to Spend 2009 Funding

It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Ms. Mackesey, and unanimously adopted by voice 
vote by members present, to authorize spending $12,000 of the 2009 funding to complete the 
Taughannock Creek Watershed Assessment.  MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution (DOC ID: 2138):  Amending Membership of the Water Resources Council 

Mr. Proto said Ms. Schulte is a member of the Water Resources Council nominating committee.  
Extensive work went into reviewing the history regarding the seat and the consistent vacancy.  
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RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Frank Proto, Member
SECONDER: Pamela Mackesey, Chair
AYES: Pamela Mackesey, Carol Chock, Frank Proto, Pat Pryor
EXCUSED: Will Burbank

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Water Resources Council (WRC) was established by 
Resolution No. 181 of 1997, and the membership of the WRC was restructured by Resolution No. 57 of 
2000 which created nineteen voting members, including an Economic Development seat, and

WHEREAS, the Membership of the WRC was expanded by two At-Large voting seats by 
Resolution No. 211 of 2000, and terms were changed from two years to three years by Resolution No. 49 
of 2001, and

WHEREAS, the WRC conducts an annual membership campaign and occasional special 
campaigns, and has had no candidates approved for the Economic Development Seat since it was vacated 
in 2004, and

WHEREAS, the Nominating/Membership Committee of the WRC examined options for this seat 
and recommended that the seat be changed from an Economic Development seat to an At-Large seat, to 
be filled with a person with expertise in a field appropriate to the Mission of the WRC, and that 
recommendation was approved by the WRC at its meeting on July 19, 2010, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, that the Economic Development seat of the WRC is changed to an At-Large seat.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *
Commissioner’s Report

Mr. Marx said he will speak of how programs affect his budget during program reviews.  He 
reported an application Environmental Protection Agency Showcase Community grant, involving 
EcoVillage and other community partners to show how to develop and identify their models for use 
within the community.  In addition, he is working on another grant application for the Sustainable 
Communities Regional Planning grant to develop a focus area plan to do design studies, and impact 
analysis of outcomes, and energy alternatives.  This grant also involves the Health Department, Office for 
the Aging, Youth Bureau, and Human Rights Commission for the housing aspect.

Mr. Marx expressed concern regarding the State’s Purchase of Development Rights Program, 
which funds agreements for agricultural development.  Last year the program was cut from $22 million to 
$10 million, and this year discussions are to spend only $5 million this fiscal year for the program and 
utilizing the balance elsewhere in the budget.  There are $70 million of projects the State agreed to fund, 
however, the State is not spending the money.  Tompkins County has two farms, one in Lansing and one 
in Dryden, who have waited since 2006.  He noted the landowners have paid the out-of-pocket expenses 
associated with the application.  In Albany discussions are that only 2-3 projects may be funded.  He has 
contacted Assemblywoman Lifton’s office seeking assistance.  

In response to Mr. Proto’s question, Mr. Marx said the entities responsible for oversight would 
not receive any funding until a project closes.  The program was to be a dedicated fund; when approved 
farmers anticipate this income to cover the costs of application and to maintain their property, and now 
may not see it.  

Adjournment 

On motion, the meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m.
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Regular Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 7, 2010 3:30 PM
Scott Heyman Conference Room

Present: P. Mackesey, Chair, C. Chock, W. Burbank, F. Proto, P. Pryor
Staff: J. Mareane, J. Kippola, County Administration; E. Marx, J. Jurkowich, J. LeCesse, 

Planning Department; M Armstrong, Tompkins County Area Development; J. Mattick, 
Workforce Development

Guests: Stacey Shackford, Ithaca Journal; J. McPheeters, Chamber of Commerce; Fred Bonn, 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau; Gary Ferguson, Vicki Taylor, Khadija Ahmed, 
Downtown Ithaca Alliance; Andrew Zepp, Finger Lakes Land Trust

Call to Order

Chair Mackesey called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.

Changes to the Agenda

There were no changes to the agenda.

Approval of Minutes

It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Mr. Burbank, and unanimously adopted by voice vote, 
to approve the minutes of May 5, 18, and June 2, 2010, as submitted.  Ms. Chock complimented Ms. 
Fuller, noting the minutes showed a very good synopsis of concerns and outcomes of material.

Tompkins County Area Development 

RESOLUTION (DOC ID: 2080):  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE BY THE 
TOMPKINS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
OF UP TO $16,500,000 AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT TAX-EXEMPT REVENUE BONDS (CAYUGA 
MEDICAL CENTER AT ITHACA, INC. PROJECT), 
SERIES 2010 

It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Ms. Chock.  In response to Ms. Chock’s question, the 
Committee was informed that the pubic hearing took place on June 25th at the Ithaca Town Hall with no 
one present other than Cayuga Medical Center staff.  Ms. Chock asked that in the future when there is to 
be a public hearing that Ms. Lynch, Public Information Officer, be notified and place an informational 
notice in the newspaper.  

A voice vote on the resolution resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5; Noes – 0.  RESOLUTION 
ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION OF THE TOMPKINS COUNTY
COUNTY LEGISLATURE

RESOLUTION OF THE TOMPKINS COUNTY LEGISLATURE, AS THE ELECTED 
LEGISLATIVE BODY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY, NEW YORK, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 147(F) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS 
AMENDED (THE "CODE"), APPROVING THE ISSUANCE BY THE TOMPKINS 
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OF UP TO $16,500,000 AGGREGATE 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT TAX-EXEMPT REVENUE BONDS (CAYUGA MEDICAL 
CENTER AT ITHACA, INC. PROJECT), SERIES 2010

Approved 8-4-10
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2

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature (the "Legislature"), as the elected legislative body 
of Tompkins County, New York (the "County"), has been advised by the Tompkins County Development 
Corporation (the "Issuer") that, in order to assist in the financing of a certain Project (as defined below) 
for the benefit Cayuga Medical Center at Ithaca, Inc., a New York not-for-profit corporation (the 
"Company") and an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended (the "Code"), the Issuer proposes to issue, contingent upon the adoption of this Resolution, its 
Tax-Exempt Revenue Bonds (Cayuga Medical Center at Ithaca, Inc. Project), Series 2010, in an aggregate 
principal amount not to exceed $16,500,000 (the "Bonds"); and

WHEREAS, the project (the "Project") shall consist of the payment, reimbursement and/or 
financing of existing indebtedness incurred by the Company for the purpose of financing (A) the 
acquisition and installation of certain equipment including, but not limited to, percutaneous coronary 
intervention (PCI) equipment at the Company's approximately 2,100 square-foot PCI center and 
cardiology equipment and pharmacy equipment, all throughout the Company's existing approximately 
37,000 aggregate square foot hospital facilities at 101 Dates Drive, 310 Taughannock Boulevard, and 10 
Arrowwood Drive in Ithaca, New York, and at 1129 Commons Avenue, Cortland, New York 
(collectively, the "Imaging Equipment"); (B) the construction and equipping of an approximately 3,600 
square-foot build-out of the third floor in the Company's existing Island Health Center located at 310 
Taughannock Boulevard, Ithaca, New York, to accommodate the Company's Center for Healthy Living 
program (the "Island Health Center Improvements"); (C) the reconstruction, renovation and redesign of 
the approximately 275 square-foot reception area in the existing Ithaca Center for Pain Management and 
Sleep Disorders Clinic and the renovation of the approximately 3,800 square-foot cardiology unit located 
at 101 Dates Drive, Ithaca, New York (the "Dates Drive Improvements" and, together with the Island 
Health Center Improvements, the "Improvements"); (D) the acquisition and installation in and around the 
Improvements of certain items of equipment and other tangible personal property (the "Equipment", and 
collectively with the Imaging Equipment and the Improvements, hereinafter referred to as the "Facility"); 
and (E) paying certain costs and expenses incidental to the issuance of the Bonds (the costs associated 
with items (A) through (E) above being hereinafter collectively referred to as the "Project Costs"); and

WHEREAS, the Issuer proposes to assist in the financing of the Project by issuing the Bonds to 
(i) pay all or a substantial portion of the cost of financing the Project and (ii) pay reserves and costs 
incidental to the issuance of the Bonds; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the 
"Code"), interest on the Bonds will not be excluded from gross income for Federal income tax purposes 
unless the issuance of the Bonds is approved by the Legislature after a public hearing to consider both the 
issuance of the Bonds and the nature and location of the facilities financed therewith has been conducted 
following reasonable public notice; and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2010, the Issuer held such a public hearing upon proper notice in 
compliance with the Code; and

WHEREAS, to aid the Legislature in its deliberations, the Issuer has made available to the 
members of the Legislature prior to this meeting (a) the Company's application to the Issuer for financial 
assistance; (b) the notice of public hearing published by the Issuer in The Ithaca Journal, along with the 
affidavit of publication of such newspaper; and (c) the minutes of such public hearing held on June 25, 
2010; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature, after due consideration of the foregoing, as the "applicable elected 
representative" of Tompkins County, New York, within the meaning of Section 147(f)(2)(E) of the Code, 
desires to approve the issuance of the Bonds, provided the principal, premium, if any, and interest on the 
Bonds shall be special obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State of New York (the 
"State") or any political subdivision thereof, including without limitation the County, and neither the State 
nor any political subdivision thereof, including without limitation the County, shall be liable thereon.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF 
TOMPKINS COUNTY:

Section 1. For the purpose of satisfying the approval requirement of Section 147(f) of the 
Code, on the recommendation of the Tompkins County Planning, Development & Environmental Quality 
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Committee, the Legislature hereby gives its approval of the issuance by the Issuer of the Bonds and 
related acts to be taken by the Issuer as part of the Project, provided that the Bonds, and the premium (if 
any) and interest thereon, shall be special obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State or 
any political subdivision thereof, including without limitation Tompkins County, and neither the State nor 
any political subdivision thereof, including without limitation Tompkins County, shall be liable thereon.  
This approval is given pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code for the sole purpose of qualifying the 
interest payable on the Bonds for exclusion from gross income for Federal income tax purposes pursuant 
to the provisions of Sections 103 and 141-150 of the Code.

Section 2. This Resolution shall be deemed to be made for the benefit of the holders of the 
Bonds.

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

* * * * * * * * * *
Planning Department 

RESOLUTION (DOC ID: 2081):  ENDORSING THE TOMPKINS COUNTY 2020 ENERGY 
STRATEGY 

In response to Ms. Mackesey concerning the timing for approving this, Mr. Marx said since 
submitting the request to the Committee, the focus of the grant has changed and action can be postponed 
to August.

Ms. Borgella reported that the Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions element of the 
Comprehensive Plan, based on extensive public outreach and participation in 2008, serves as the basis for 
this interim strategic plan to move the Tompkins County community toward its stated goal of achieving 
an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  In preparing this strategy, the County Planning 
Department relied upon the input of the Tompkins County Planning Advisory Board, Tompkins County 
Climate Protection Initiative, and Tompkins County Environmental Management Council.

The 2020 Energy Strategy identifies 10 new local measures that can be implemented in 
conjunction with programs and initiatives by the federal government, state government, local 
municipalities, higher education, public schools, and industry to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas 
emissions 20% from 2008 levels by 2020.  The 10 new local measures are:  Property Assessed Clean 
Energy Program, Waste Diversion Program, Energy Business Partnership Program, Transportation 
Demand Management, Alternative Fuel Vehicles, County Government Energy Policies, County Facility 
Energy Improvements, Biomass for Rural Heating, District Heating Feasibility Study, and Energy Road 
Map.

Following the 2020 Energy Strategy presentation, it was noted that at the present time there is a 
great deal of funding available for energy-saving measures, including NYSERDA grants as well as 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI).  For public schools and other State actions, the guidelines 
are tied to policy more than funding availability.  Ms. Chock also noted that as more energy-reducing 
construction techniques are used the cost to implement is decreasing.  

With regard to how emissions are measured, Ms. Borgella said there is an emissions inventory 
and through International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) the County has a software 
system that tracks emissions and provides a formula to use when determining the amount of reduction.  

In response to Mr. Proto’s question regarding the transportation emission reduction levels, Mr. 
Marx said vehicular emission savings are in other areas.  Mr. Proto expressed concern that a reduction in 
vehicular use as a result of public transportation may reduce sales tax revenue for the County.  Mr. Marx 
noted the goal is to have the purchase of  newer vehicles with higher efficiency standards.
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Ms. Borgella will provide a presentation to the Legislature.  She noted 2020 Energy Strategy was 
presented to the Climate Protection Institute that has all the major institutions represented, local 
businesses, municipalities, public schools, etc.  In addition the Environmental Management Council and 
Planning Advisory Board also endorsed the element.

It was noted that although no funding is requested at this time, implementation of the various 
components would require financial backing.  Mr. Marx said at the time of implementation a request 
would be brought to the Legislature and grants would be sought to complete the work.  Mr. Proto 
suggested amending the resolution to accepting versus endorsing the plan.  

Action on the resolution was deferred to the August meeting for further discussion.

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Legislature in 
December 2004 and amended in 2008 with an element addressing energy and greenhouse gas emissions, 
established the policy to “Reduce community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 2 percent of 2008 
base year emissions per year to reach, at a minimum, an 80% reduction from 2008 levels by 2050,” and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan calls for the development of a “5-year strategy to reduce 
community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 10% of 2008 levels, including a detailed plan for 
County government to achieve that same target,” and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy contains interim actions toward 
achieving the community 2050 greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal by reducing emissions 20% 
from 2008 levels by 2020, and

WHEREAS, the County Planning Advisory Board has endorsed the Tompkins County 2020 
Energy Strategy and recommends that the Tompkins County Legislature also endorse it; and

WHEREAS, there are no financial implications associated with endorsing this strategy, 
implementation of many aspects of the strategy would have financial implications that would be 
reviewed by the Legislature at the time of implementation, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature, endorses the Tompkins County 2020 Energy 
Strategy, dated June 29, 2010.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION (DOC ID: 2082):  ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FROM THE PARK 
FOUNDATION FOR A PLANNER TO WORK WITH 
MUNICIPALITIES ON  REDUCING THE IMPACTS 
OF NATURAL GAS DRILLING 

It was MOVED by Ms. Chock, seconded by Mr. Burbank.  Mr. Proto asked if the $20,000 would 
cover the cost of the position.  Ms. Jurkowich provided a spreadsheet showing the proposed budget for 
the position.  She explained that the total expense for 2010 and 2011 is $83,140 ($27,811 and $55,329) 
and would be funded in part by the grant.  

Ms. Robertson noted the request for staffing was made by the Tompkins County Council of 
Governments (TCCOG) to assist with the gas drilling concerns.  Municipal officials are overwhelmed 
with the work relating to the gas drilling issue and what could be required.  

Discussion continued and Ms. Jurkowich explained that this position will also be partially funded 
with rollover, which is a separate action required of the Legislature.  She said the initial grant request was 
for the $73,000, however, only $50,000 was approved.  Ms. Robertson noted the Tompkins County 

3.a

Packet Pg. 14

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

l 7
, 2

01
0 

3:
30

 P
M

  (
A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

M
in

u
te

s)

3.a

Packet Pg. 23

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
A

u
g

 4
, 2

01
0 

3:
30

 P
M

  (
A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

M
in

u
te

s)

11.2

Packet Pg. 53

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
S

ep
 1

, 2
01

0 
3:

30
 P

M
  (

A
p

p
ro

va
l o

f 
M

in
u

te
s)



Minutes
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Wednesday, July 7, 2010

5

Council of Governments is in the process of discussing municipal support.  Ms. Chock expressed support 
for the position, particularly since gas-drilling operations in Pennsylvania have shown an increased 
demand for planning staff’s time.  Mr. Marx explained the situation where impacts and legal ability to 
respond to them lies with the level of government (municipalities) with the least ability.  If the county 
wants to protect residents from the impacts providing assistance is the way to do it.

Mr. Proto suggested instead of hiring a staff member that a contractual arrangement be 
considered for the period funded.  He believes TCCOG should be asked to contribute and asked if there 
could be a Request for Proposals.  Ms. Jurkowich said any possible amendments to what was in the grant 
request would require going back to the Park Foundation for approval.  It was also noted that without the 
position this work would not be done due to staffing restrictions.  

Ms. Pryor said due to the intermunicipal collaboration the position would provide and the 
willingness of the Planning Department to use their funding for the difference needed, she supports the 
position that will assist with one of the most critical issues the County will be dealing with.  

Mr. Proto said the County contributes a great deal of time and money in many areas for TCCOG 
and he is concerned with the method of application.  Mr. Marx said had the application submitted been 
funded in the manner requested he would not be requesting approval of the use of rollover funds for the 
position; it would have been absorbed within the base budget.  He believes it is aworthwhile effort.  Ms. 
Robertson said she would be asking TCCOG to discuss municipal funding.

A voice vote on the resolution resulted as follows:  Ayes – 4; Noes – 1 (Legislator Proto).  
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

WHEREAS, Tompkins County submitted a grant request to the Park Foundation to provide 
partial funding for a full-time Planner for one year to work directly with interested local governments to 
implement measures to minimize the negative impacts of gas drilling on their local residents, 
infrastructure, and natural resources, and

WHEREAS, in response to requests from the Tompkins County Council of Governments Gas 
Drilling Task Force the proposed Planner position would:

• Compile a list of effective best practices for local governments to address the impacts of gas 
drilling activities.

• Provide direct assistance to local municipalities in Tompkins County to implement best 
practices.

• Establish a tracking system to keep local government officials informed of gas drilling 
applications.

• Provide technical support to the Tompkins County Council of Government’s Gas Drilling 
Task Force.

WHEREAS, the County has been awarded grant funds from the Park Foundation for this purpose, 
and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Planning is prepared to house and support this position, now 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality and 
Budget & Capital committees, That the County hereby accepts Park Foundation Grant funds in the 
amount of $50,000,

RESOLVED, further, That the following adjustments be made to the 2010 Budget,
Revenues
8027.42070 Contributions from Private Agencies $20,000

======
TOTAL REVENUES $20,000

Expenditures
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8027.51000590 Planner $14,235
8027.58800 Fringes $  5,765

======
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $20,000

RESOLVED, further, That the following transfers be made to the 2010 Budget,
From Amount To
8020.54442 Professional Services $  2,021 8027.51000590 Planner
8020.54442 Professional Services $     819 8027.58800 Fringes
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee be authorized to execute any 

contracts related to this project.
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II - 21

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION (DOC ID: 2083):  MAKING A NEGATIVE DETERMINATION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE IN RELATION 
TO RESOLUTION NO.       OF 2010 

Mr. Marx said the property is identified as a key property linking four public open spaces and 
includes a portion of Six Mile Creek, meeting the criteria for use of Capital Reserve funds for natural 
resource protection.  Other municipalities will also be providing contributions for the purchase.
 

It was MOVED by Ms. Pryor, seconded by Ms. Chock, and unanimously adopted by voice vote, 
to recommend approval of the following resolution.  RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

WHEREAS, in Resolution No.       of 2010 the County allocates funding from the Capital 
Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic, and Recreational Resource Protection to the Finger Lakes Land Trust 
for the purchase of a portion of the Berntsson/Millier property (Town of Dryden tax parcel 63.-1-18), and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature has reviewed and accepted as adequate an 
Environmental Assessment Form with respect to the action, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That Resolution No.       of 2010 is an unlisted action,

RESOLVED, further, That the Legislature hereby makes a negative determination of 
environmental significance in regard to Resolution No.       of 2010.
SEQR ACTION:  Short EAF on file with the Clerk of the Legislature

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION (DOC ID: 2084):  APPROPRIATING FUNDS FROM THE CAPITAL RESERVE 
FUND FOR NATURAL, SCENIC, AND RECREATIONAL 
RESOURCE PROTECTION FOR THE BERNTSSON-
MILLIER PROPERTY IN A NATURAL FEATURES FOCUS 
AREA 

It was MOVED by Mr. Burbank, seconded by Ms. Pryor.  Mr. Proto asked for a status report on 
the fundraising efforts for the property and noted concern that if approved, the County not release the 
funds until all the other funding is received.  He also asked who would:  (1) own the property, and (2) 
determine the value per acre. 

Mr. Zepp said there have been two appraisals on the property, one for the real estate value and 
one for the timber value.  The intended disposition of the property is the leased half would be part of the 
park preserve.  There is a possibility that the western portion may be resold to New York State for the 
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addition to the Yellow Barn State Forest.  In the event the portion was resold to the State the funds would 
be rolled over conservation protection projects.  In an effort to simply this possibility, if the County were 
to support the project, funds would be used specifically to purchase the eastern portion acreage. 

The eastern portion would come off the tax rolls.  Discussions have taken place with the Town of 
Dryden and this proposal was endorsed by their Conservation Board, with the expectation of going to the 
full Town Board at the end of the month.  In addition, the City of Ithaca Mayor, the Superintendent of  
Public Works, the City Administration, and their Conservation Advisory Council have all been involved.  
The western portion if it were in State ownership would be a payment in lieu of taxes as with other State 
forest land, although the amount is not known at this time.  Mr. Zepp said there is a sizable structure on 
the property and a ten acre section of the parcel will remain private property and be sold separately. 

With regard to fund raising, $200,000 has been received from the Park Foundation, and other 
requests are pending.  Mr. Marx said if the County did approve the appropriation the funds would not be 
released until closing.  Mr. Zepp said often the Finger Lakes Land Trust will utilize their revolving fund 
account if it is necessary to move quickly to obtain a property.

The Committee discussed the possibility of placing lease restrictions on the property that could be 
sold.  Mr. Zepp said there are no gas leases on the property, however, with regard to the western portion, 
the State does not take restrictions on title.  Ms. Chock expressed a desire to include language indicating 
leasing restrictions on the property, however, it was not included in the resolution since this language 
could be included within the actual contract.

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Will Burbank, Member
SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member
AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature established the Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, 
Scenic, and Recreational Resource Protection by Resolution No. 217 of 2005, and

WHEREAS, the current balance in the Capital Reserve Fund is $46,323, and
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Capital Reserve Fund is to support participation by Tompkins 

County in partnerships with other levels of government and private organizations to:
• protect and preserve the natural, scenic, and recreational resources found in the Agricultural 

Resource Focus Areas and Natural Features Focus Areas identified in the Comprehensive Plan;
• preserve and develop recreational trail corridors that cross municipal borders; and
• develop outdoor recreation facilities, within the focus areas, that are intended to serve all county 

residents, and
WHEREAS, the Program Guidelines for use of the Capital Reserve Fund calls for proposed 

projects to substantially further at least one of the following objectives:
• Protect a stream buffer at least 330 feet in width.
• Provide public access to the Cayuga Lake shore.
• Protect land that is adjacent to permanently protected open space.
• Preserve land on an existing or potential intermunicipal trail corridor, and

WHEREAS, the Finger Lakes Land Trust has requested financial support from the Capital 
Reserve Fund for the purpose of protecting the Berntsson-Millier property (tax parcel 63.-1-18 in the 
Town of Dryden), and

WHEREAS, the Finger Lakes Land Trust has agreed to purchase the Berntsson-Millier property 
for $2,450 per acre, with exact acreage to be determined by survey, which is fair market value, and

WHEREAS, the Berntsson-Millier property 
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• is in a Natural Features Focus Area as designated in the Tompkins County 
Comprehensive Plan;

• is identified as a Priority Protection Area in the Tompkins County Conservation Plan, 
Part I:  A Strategic Approach to Natural Resource Stewardship (2007);

• is within the New York State Open Space Plan’s Emerald Necklace Greenbelt;
• contains a portion of Unique Natural Area 117, Slaterville Wildflower Preserve, 
• contains 20 acres of wetlands, and
• encompasses more than 6,000 feet of frontage on Six Mile Creek; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Planning and Public Works and the Planning Advisory Board 
have recommended that the County Legislature authorize funding of the Berntsson-Millier property 
acquisition from the Capital Reserve Fund, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee and the Budget and Capital Committee, That a total of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($25,000) in funding from the Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic, and Recreational Resource 
Protection be appropriated for the purpose of securing the Berntsson-Millier property in collaboration 
with the Finger Lakes Land Trust and others, and of providing public access to the tract, and

RESOLVED, further, That an adjustment be made to the Planning Department budget 
(A8027.54400 - $25,000), and

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee be authorized to execute any 
contracts or agreements related to this project, with distribution of funds to occur on or after closing.
SEQR ACTION:  Unlisted 

* * * * * * * * * *

Rollover Request (DOC ID: 2085):  Request to Use 2010 Certified Rollover Funds 

It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Ms. Pryor, to amend the 2010 rollover request to 
place the $50,000 for the Capital Reserve Fund into the 2011 budget instead of use in 2010.  

It was MOVED by Ms. Chock, to amend the motion to shift $25,000 to be used for the Capital 
Reserve Fund to the 2010 rollover request.  MOTION FAILED FOR LACK OF A SECOND.

A voice vote on the original motion resulted as follows:  Ayes – 5; Noes – 0.  2010 ROLLOVER 
APPROVED.

Planning Department
$  8,502  Funds would be rolled-over for Flood Hazard Mitigation
$  2,840  Match Park Foundation Grant for municipal support planner
$11,342 Total

The $50,000 requested for the Capital Reserve Fund was designated for use in 2011.
* * * * * * * * * *

Commissioner’s Report

Black Diamond Trail

Mr. Marx spoke of a meeting with the State Park regarding the Black Diamond Trail.  The State 
had received a grant for the design of two bridges on the trail between Taughannock Falls and the City of 
Ithaca.  The work is anticipated to be completed and ready to go to bid within the next month, however, 
they do not have funding available to complete the work and are ineligible to apply for Federal funding, 
therefore, the State cannot build the bridges necessary to complete the trail.  A request for municipalities 
to provide funding is being sought by the State Park ($20,000 each for County, Town of Ulysses, and 
Town of Ithaca).  The cost of the bridges are estimated at $1 million each.  The other work that had been 
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agreed to be done on the trail three years ago is to have local workforces provide machinery and labor 
with the State providing materials.  The cost to capitalize the bridges would be approximately 
$80,000/year over a twenty-year period.  The approximate cost to the communities would be $20,000 
each.

Mr. Proto suggested that the project might be eligible for funding through the Strategic Tourism 
Planning Board Capital Program.  Mr. Marx said he would look into the matter to see if it would be an 
eligible project.

Grant Applications

Mr. Marx reported there are multiple Federal grants applications coming up this month and  
August. The Sustainable Community Regional Planning Grant from Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) grant application will request funding for furtherance of the development focus area plan to do 
design studies, and impact analysis of outcomes, and energy alternatives.  The County and City of Ithaca 
are applying for a New York State Department of Transportation Grant for funding of the commons repair 
as the transit pedestrian hub of the community.  The Environmental Protection Agency Climate Showcase 
Communities grant would not be applicable to anything the County has at the moment, however, Mr. 
Marx is meeting with EcoVillage to discuss how they may qualify for the grant to use funding to develop 
and identify their models for use within the community.  The HUD Community Challenge Grant for 
facilitation of development projects at the neighborhood level will be introduced to not-for-profits to see 
if there is interest in applying.  The final grant application, the Appalachian Regional Commission grant 
programs have a grant relating to tourism and one relating to rural biomass demonstration project that 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is working on.  

He noted he has been trying to meet with all potential partners in the community to assure that 
everyone is mutually supportive of projects rather than being competitive.

Strategic Tourism and Planning Board

County Administrator’s Report

Mr. Mareane spoke of the request to review the tourism program, particularly in the areas of a 
dedicated high-level staff person to assist with delivery of services, elevate the level of understanding and 
accountability for the tourism funds, and the possible reallocation of the funds.  Following a review of the 
topics Mr. Mareane stated the following:

• The responsibilities of the Strategic Tourism Planning Board (STPB) volunteers exceed what can 
reasonably be expected of a volunteer board.

• At this time the relationship between the County, STPB, Chamber of Commerce, and Convention 
and Visitors Bureau should remain the same, with a change needed in the support the County 
provides to STPB to get the work completed.  

• By simplifying reports it will be easier to understand the financial information presented.
• Agencies currently overseeing the work of grants associated with the STPB are effective and he 

does not recommend any change at this time.
• Regarding the reallocation of resources, it is recommended that until growth is restored in room 

tax there should not be any reallocation of funds.
• The County should provide the high-level support needed to undertake goals and responsibilities 

in the form of management and planning capabilities.  A more detailed job description will be 
provided in August.  Mr. Mareane believes the staff member should be involved in managing the 
product development side of the budget, review grant submissions prior to going to the STPB, 
and be the primary point of contact on things relating to tourism.  This staff member should reside 
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in the Planning Department and would be supported by room tax dollars that has been allocated 
for this position.  Mr. Mareane recommended there be a two-year review of the position.

STPB Appointments

Permission was given to withdraw this item at this time.

Hospitality Tourism Workforce Project Update

Ms. Mattick explained the project utilizes industry-wide competency models into the entire 
program to ensure that people are prepared at multiple competency levels, particularly in the Introductory 
and Seasoned Supervisor level training.

The training programs are reviewed to ensure the competency is embedded within the training 
programs.

The next level is quarterly tracking the economy related to the hospitality and tourism industry 
through the job bank system, with the primary one American Job Exchange, that indicates the ratio of 
applicants to job openings. The information that has been tracked indicates a decrease of applicants to job 
openings in the past year. 

The Hospitality Star Training program was developed in 2008 using funding from the Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau.  Starting in 2009, funds were provided through the Strategic Tourism Planning 
Board.  Since its inception four sessions have been held, with attendance increasing.  This program 
provides two-day training sessions focused on customer service and includes a tour of the Tompkins 
County area to provide a knowledge base of where tourists could visit.

Another area of focus is the Hospitality Certificate program at Tompkins Cortland Community 
College, covering a variety of topics within the hospitality industry.  There were 14 participants in the last 
round.  Since the beginning of the project 55 individuals have received training.

In response to questions, Ms. Mattick said the groups being trained are very diverse, some are 
currently within the industry and others from outside.  For those in the industry the training is designed to 
help them move up in the workforce.  The training has provided indicators that it is successful, with the 
skill-sets almost doubling for participants.  For the first three training sessions a fee in the amount of $39 
was charged.  The last round no charge was made and there was an increase in participants and she will 
be making a determination of whether to recommend continuing the no-fee courses.  It was noted that 
employers normally allow release time to employees to attend the training.

Chumura Economics and Analytics Profile of Visitors

Due to the lack of time, this item was postponed until August.

Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Quarterly Report

Due to the lack of time, this item was postponed until August.

Mr. Burbank was excused at this time (5:30 p.m.).

How to Run a Celebration – Downtown Ithaca Alliance
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Ms. Taylor provided members with a draft copy of the Tompkins County Events – A Guide to 
Planning Events in Tompkins County, New York.  This guide is produced as a resource for new event 
planners and provides direction from concept to the actual event.  In addition, Ms. Taylor is also 
developing a website (www.planittompkins.com) which will include databases for volunteers and 
vendors, a calendar of events, and a listing of equipment that can be shared by multiple events rather than 
individual purchases, and a listing of area resources.  A festival intern has been hired full time for the 
summer to assist with local events such as volunteer coordination, events, coordinating packets of 
information for use during events.  Ms. Taylor will also provide workshops on a monthly basis during the 
off months in the fall.  

Members of the Committee were enthusiastic about the work that is being completed.  It was 
noted that Ms. Taylor is working with Cornell University staff to have a portion of the upcoming 
Smithsonian exhibit be displayed in the Rothschild building as well as on campus.  In addition, there will 
be a Vietnamese immigrant event called “Exit Saigon, Enter Little Saigon”, focusing on the Vietnamese 
immigrant experience in America at various locations throughout the area.

Ms. Taylor said upcoming additions to the manual will include information on accessibility, 
highlighting information from the Americans with Disability Act compliance and joint-purchases of 
equipment to be shared by vendors.  The possibility of purchasing a vehicle would allow accessibility for 
events, packaging, and cross-promotion of events.  Ms. Pryor suggested working with the Finger Lakes 
Independence Center, which Ms. Taylor said she has done.

Adjournment 

On motion the meeting adjourned at 5:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Karen Fuller, Deputy Clerk
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1

Finger Lakes Tourism AllianceFinger Lakes Tourism Alliance

Partner Investment 2011Partner Investment 2011

Mission Statement for the Finger Lakes Tourism AllianceMission Statement for the Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance
——The Official Tourism Promotion Agency for the Finger Lakes regioThe Official Tourism Promotion Agency for the Finger Lakes region, FLTA  is an association n, FLTA  is an association 
of privateof private--sector attractions, tourismsector attractions, tourism--related businesses and county tourism offices working related businesses and county tourism offices working 

together to enhance and promote visitor business for the Finger together to enhance and promote visitor business for the Finger Lakes region, which includes Lakes region, which includes 
the 14 counties.the 14 counties.

•• History History -- FLTAFLTA
–– The Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance was formed The Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance was formed 

91 years ago in 1919 to cooperatively market 91 years ago in 1919 to cooperatively market 
the Finger Lakes regionthe Finger Lakes region

–– Considered one of the oldest regional tourism Considered one of the oldest regional tourism 
promotion agencies in the nationpromotion agencies in the nation
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2

–– Largest region in NYS as Largest region in NYS as 
designated by the statedesignated by the state
•• 9,000 Square Miles9,000 Square Miles

–– Promotes 14 counties  Promotes 14 counties  
•• Cayuga, Chemung, Cortland, Cayuga, Chemung, Cortland, 

Livingston, Monroe, Livingston, Monroe, 
Onondaga, Ontario, Schuyler, Onondaga, Ontario, Schuyler, 
Seneca, Steuben, Tioga, Seneca, Steuben, Tioga, 
Tompkins, Wayne and YatesTompkins, Wayne and Yates

–– For 2009 the Finger Lakes For 2009 the Finger Lakes 
region was the second best region was the second best 
performing region in the performing region in the 
state.state.
•• Tourism is a $2.5B business in Tourism is a $2.5B business in 

the Finger Lakes Regionthe Finger Lakes Region

2009 Key Achievements2009 Key Achievements

•• Fingerlakes.org had 438,262 unique visitors, up Fingerlakes.org had 438,262 unique visitors, up 
by 12.6% over the prior yearby 12.6% over the prior year

•• Distributed 100,000 travel guides and 300,00 Distributed 100,000 travel guides and 300,00 
miniguides w/map miniguides w/map 

•• Visited 96 AAA/CAA officesVisited 96 AAA/CAA offices
•• Serviced 55,251 visitors at Thruway Information Serviced 55,251 visitors at Thruway Information 

Centers (Pembroke and Warners locations)Centers (Pembroke and Warners locations)
•• Orchestrated familiarization tours for 17 writers Orchestrated familiarization tours for 17 writers 

that came to the region in 2009that came to the region in 2009
•• Attended 10 consumer showsAttended 10 consumer shows
•• Press coverage yielded millions of impressions Press coverage yielded millions of impressions 

and amounted to hundreds of thousands in ad and amounted to hundreds of thousands in ad 
equivalencyequivalency
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3

2010 Key Achievements to date2010 Key Achievements to date
•• Fingerlakes.org had 177,945 unique visitors year to date, with Fingerlakes.org had 177,945 unique visitors year to date, with 

peak visit months yet to be recorded for 2010peak visit months yet to be recorded for 2010
•• Distributed over 50,000 travel guidesDistributed over 50,000 travel guides
•• Visited 90 AAA/CAA officesVisited 90 AAA/CAA offices
•• Serviced 16,531 visitors at Thruway Information Centers Serviced 16,531 visitors at Thruway Information Centers 

(Pembroke and Warners locations)(Pembroke and Warners locations)
•• Orchestrated 10 familiarization tours.  Attendees included Orchestrated 10 familiarization tours.  Attendees included 

writers, travel agents and group tour operators.writers, travel agents and group tour operators.
•• Attended 7 consumer showsAttended 7 consumer shows
•• Attended 3 trade shows and meet with over 100 potential Attended 3 trade shows and meet with over 100 potential 

group tour operators and agentsgroup tour operators and agents
•• Issued public newsletter to over 20,000 potential visitorsIssued public newsletter to over 20,000 potential visitors
•• Press coverage yielded just over 33 million impressions and Press coverage yielded just over 33 million impressions and 

amounted to $321, 062 in ad equivalencyamounted to $321, 062 in ad equivalency

2011 Partnership with Counties2011 Partnership with Counties

•• Strategic Planning session your Finger Strategic Planning session your Finger 
Lakes Tourism Alliance’s Board of Directors Lakes Tourism Alliance’s Board of Directors 
recently approved changes in investment recently approved changes in investment 
structures structures 

•• Change in our investment structure list all Change in our investment structure list all 
entities as partners. entities as partners. 

•• Additional changes to our investment Additional changes to our investment 
structure will allow each county to be a structure will allow each county to be a 
partner of Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance partner of Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance 
(FLTA) for $325.00 as of January 1, 2011, (FLTA) for $325.00 as of January 1, 2011, 
with the ability to designate marketing with the ability to designate marketing 
programs as a component of partnership programs as a component of partnership 
for the total value of $11,500.  This total for the total value of $11,500.  This total 
value partnership is holding consistent with value partnership is holding consistent with 
the 2010 investment level for Tompkins the 2010 investment level for Tompkins 
County.County.
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Partnership with Counties (cont.)Partnership with Counties (cont.)

•Marketing programs for 2011 include 
travel guide and mini guide/map 
representation, inclusion on the FLTA web 
site, county guide distribution at the two 
information centers on the Thruway,
representation at trade and consumer 
shows.   

•Additional cooperative opportunities will also be an option 
for purchase.    

•Changes in governance will allow FLTA to appoint the 
County representative and fill at large Board seats.  

Look to the futureLook to the future
•• New investment structure positions the New investment structure positions the 

Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance, with its Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance, with its 
partner Tompkins County, for growth in partner Tompkins County, for growth in 
tourism.tourism.
–– Goal is to grow tourism 20% over the Goal is to grow tourism 20% over the 

next 3 years for the Finger Lakes regionnext 3 years for the Finger Lakes region
•• Innovative cooperative marketing program is available for Innovative cooperative marketing program is available for 

Tompkins County.  Full catalog of opportunity will be Tompkins County.  Full catalog of opportunity will be 
presented to the County’s TPA in September.presented to the County’s TPA in September.

•• Reporting structure provides quarterly reports and year end Reporting structure provides quarterly reports and year end 
information (available on our website) information (available on our website) 

Questions, contact Cindy Kimble at 315Questions, contact Cindy Kimble at 315--536536--7488 or 7488 or 
cindyk@fingerlakes.orgcindyk@fingerlakes.org
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: County Administration
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: Fiscal (Budget)

Functional Category: Transfers and Adjustments

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2130 C

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Budget Adjustments - Tourism Program1

WHEREAS, pursuant to Administrative Manual Policy 05-02, budget adjustments exceeding $5,000 require 2
Legislative approval, now therefore be it3

4
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality and the Budget 5

and Capital Committees, That the Director of Finance be directed to make the following budget adjustments on the 6
County’s books:7

8
REVENUE: A908 Room Tax Fund Balance $88,0009
APPROPRIATION: 6475.54400 Program Expense - Festivals Outreach      $10,000 10

6475.54621 Community Arts Partnership $  8,00011
6475.54625      Tourism Capital Grants $10,00012
6475.54626      Tourism Marketing & Advert Grants $15,00013
6475.54628 New Tourism Initiative Grants $30,00014
6475.54632 Tompkins County Chamber-15

Convention & Visitors Bureau $15,00016
17

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign all contracts and 18
documents related to the non-grant appropriations.19
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-2020

21
EXPLANATION:  22

• Festivals Outreach:  Expand festival coordination outreach efforts, create long-term strategic plan to 23
efficiently respond to Tourism Program festival grant requests24

• Community Arts Partnership:  CAP operates County’s Ticket Center, and must recover costs as the 25
State Theatre moves toward selling tickets at the Ticket Center26

• Grants:  Anticipated demand for Fall 2010 grant round27
• Tompkins County Chamber/CVB:  Increase 2010 marketing campaign to attract more overnight visitors28

29
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: County Administration
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: Administrative

Functional Category: 

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2145 A

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Accepting the County Administrator’s Report Regarding 1

Strengthening the County’s Tourism Efforts and Authorizing a Senior 2

Planner Position Within the Tompkins County Planning Department 3

to Support the Strategic Tourism Planning Board and Coordinate the 4

County’s Tourism Activities5

WHEREAS, Tompkins County levies a Hotel Room Occupancy Tax (“Room Tax”) to provide the means to 6
enhance the local economy through the promotion of tourist activities, conventions, trade shows, special events and 7
other directly related and supporting activities, and8

9
WHEREAS, the County created the Advisory Board on Tourism Development in 1989 and subsequently 10

restructured that Board to create the Strategic Tourism Planning Board (STPB) in 1998 to identify, develop, and 11
promote arts, cultural, and tourism opportunities; improve the connection among tourism and visitor service providers; 12
improve the efficiency of visitor-services delivery and program development; and advise the Tompkins County 13
Legislature on the distribution of Room Tax revenue for both “product” and marketing activities, based on adopted 14
short- and long-term tourism development strategies, and 15

16
WHEREAS, the role of the STPB has grown alongside the growth in Room Tax revenue, with the Board now 17

responsible for all “Product Development” activities, which account for 40% of all Room Tax revenue net of 18
administrative costs, and also for tourism marketing activities other than those undertaken by the Convention and 19
Visitors Bureau, and 20

21
WHEREAS, although the STPB has fulfilled its mission with great skill and vision, it has relied largely on a 22

dedicated volunteer board for tasks normally and more appropriately assigned to professional staff, and 23
24

WHEREAS, recognizing that its administrative responsibilities were limiting its ability to fully realize the 25
more strategic elements of its mission, the STPB requested the County consider how to provide professional staff 26
assistance and allocated $100,000 to support the cost of such assistance in each of its last two budgets, and 27

28
WHEREAS, in responding to the STPB’s request and also in seeking stronger accountability over the spending 29

of Room Tax funds, the Legislature’s Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee asked the 30
County Administrator to exercise his powers under Chapter 150 of the County Code governing the Room Tax to assess 31
the needs of the County’s tourism program and make recommendations to the Legislature, and 32

33
WHEREAS, after undertaking a review that included discussions with STPB members and other stakeholders, 34

the County Administrator has issued a report that shall be made a part of this record.  The report found the 35
responsibilities of the STPB and its members exceed what can reasonably be expected of a volunteer advisory board 36
and recommends the hiring of a professional staff person to assume the administrative burdens now carried by the 37
Board, allowing the Board to focus on more strategic issues and opportunities, and 38

39
WHEREAS, the County Administrator’s report enumerates the several recommended duties of the staff 40

person, including but not limited to facilitating the development of a five-year (2011-15) strategic tourism plan, 41
exploring new sources of funding, generating and pursuing ideas about new initiatives to increase tourism activity, 42
evaluating the effectiveness of existing programs to ensure these activities are resulting in the highest return on the 43
County’s Room Tax dollar, managing product development contracts for grant compliance, reviewing budgets and 44
reports, and serving as a single point of contact for all Room Tax related matters, and45
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Resolution 2010-144 Meeting of August 4, 2010

Updated: 9/8/2010 1:25 PM by Catherine Covert A Page 2

46
WHEREAS, the County Administrator has recommended the position be placed in the Department of Planning 47

in the title of Senior Planner and made accountable to the Commissioner of Planning, who shall direct the work 48
activities of the staff person and ensure the continued involvement of the STPB in the development and oversight of 49
the County’s tourism programs, and50

51
WHEREAS, the position and related supervisory costs will be fully supported by Room Tax revenues 52

allocated for this purpose, and53
54

WHEREAS, the County Administrator has recommended that an objective performance evaluation of this 55
initiative be undertaken two years after its commencement to determine whether the anticipated benefits of adding a 56
professional staff person have been realized, now therefore be it57

58
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality and the Budget 59

and Capital Committees, That the Tompkins County Legislature accepts the findings and recommendations of the 60
County Administrator’s report and authorizes the designation of a position at the level of Senior Planner within the 61
Planning Department, funded by Room Tax revenue, to support and coordinate the County’s tourism program,62

63
RESOLVED, further, That it is the expectation that as long as the position exists, it shall be funded solely by 64

Room Tax funds,65
66

RESOLVED, further, That funding for this position and related expenses for the balance of 2010 shall be 67
provided through a budget adjustment and that the Director of Finance be authorized to make the following adjustment 68
on his books: 69

70
From:      Room Tax Account 6475.54400  Program Expense    $25,00071
To: Planning Department Account     8020.51000609   Senior Planner  $19,57572

Planning Department Account     8020.58800  Fringes  $  5,42573
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-2074

75
76
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STRENGTHENING THE COUNTY’S TOURISM EFFORTS
A Report to the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee of the 
Tompkins County Legislature 

Prepared by County Administrator Joe Mareane
Presented August 4, 2010

In late 2008, I was asked by PDEQ to assess the needs of the County’s tourism program and to report 
back with findings and recommendations. The request was based on a number of factors, particularly:

• A request by the Strategic Tourism Planning Board  (STPB) for dedicated high-level staff 
support to ensure a proficient delivery of its programs and aid long-term strategic planning;

• A desire by the Legislature to elevate the level of understanding and accountability for the 
performance of $1.7 million in room occupancy tax dollars.

• An emerging policy consideration by Legislature as to whether growth in room tax collections 
should continue to be allocated according to the current 60-40 split of net revenue (60% for 
tourism marketing/40% for “product development) or by some other formula to reflect County 
priorities.   

For background, the charge of the STPB includes:

• Identifying, developing and promoting arts, cultural, and tourism opportunities as a part of the 
County’s economic development plan;

• Improving the connection among tourism and visitor service providers to improve the efficiency 
of visitor service delivery and tourism development;

• Advising the Tompkins County government on the distribution of room occupancy tax revenues, 
based on adopted short- and long-term tourism development strategies including the revenues 
devoted to tourism marketing (60% of the revenues net of County overhead) and product 
development (40% of the revenues net of County overhead).

My review, which included interviews with the STPB and major stakeholders, found the following: 

1. The responsibilities of the STPB exceed what can reasonably be expected of a volunteer advisory 
board. In addition to its original advisory and planning role, the Board is now involved the direct 
management of both the product development budget as well as $85,000 in tourism marketing 
grants and activities that are outside the purview of the CVB.  

The Board is trying to elicit and respond to ideas for “product development,” consider specific 
funding requests for product development projects; shepherd candidate projects through the 
process of Board review and legislative approval; monitor the performance of individuals and 
agencies already granted funding; review and approve tourism marketing plans put forward by 
the CVB; chart a long-term strategic direction for the County’s tourism program; and many other 
tasks.  

The Board needs the support of a dedicated staff person with both managerial and planning skills. 

2. There is not a need to fundamentally overhaul the current relationship between the County, 
STPB, and CVB.  Improvements should be on the margin, aimed at strengthening the relationship 
through a more active County role in supporting the STPB’s mission of strategic planning and 
program delivery.  

3. Any issues regarding financial accountability can be fully resolved by more understandable, plain 
language reporting.   

4. The project management work currently being done for the STPB by TCAD (capital project 
review), CAP (organizational development proposal review), and the Chamber (beautification) 
appears to be a cost effective and should continue. 
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5. The linkage between tourism and economic development should be recognized and strengthened.  

6. Until room tax revenues are restored to their pre-recession level, it is difficult to consider a 
reallocation of revenues, either to revise the traditional 60-40 split or to allocate some portion of 
the tax to other activities, such as other forms of economic development.  In the event growth 
returns, the Legislature may choose to consider a plan that would allocate growth in a manner 
different than the current arrangement. 

Those findings lead to the following recommendations:

1. The County should provide the STPB the support needed to effectively undertake its broad range 
of goals and responsibilities.  

2. The support should address both the management and planning needs of the STPB, and include 
assistance in the following areas: 

a. The development of a five-year (2011-15) strategic tourism plan.  

b. As a part of an on-going planning and continuous improvement process:

i. Monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of all room tax supported 
programs to insure these activities are resulting in the highest return on the 
County’s room tax dollar;

ii. Generating and nurturing ideas about ways to increase economic growth through 
tourism activity; 

iii. Collection and updating of baseline data on other tourism activities in the 
country;

iv. Exploration of funding sources other than the room tax to augment the level of 
tourism-related projects and activities;

v. Conducting outreach with municipalities within the County to nurture the 
development of local programs that promote tourism activity. 

c. Managing the tourism product development program, including

i. Negotiation and oversight of new and continuing contracts with contract 
agencies and grantees;

ii. Monitoring grant compliance by grantees;

iii. Assisting individuals or organizations develop their ideas about tourism projects; 

iv. Periodically reviewing funding guidelines and, as appropriate, submission of 
recommendations for change;

d. Reviewing and reporting on all budget submissions and requests by all individuals and 
agencies seeking room tax funding

e. Facilitating an STPB review of its charge and mission to ensure it remains consistent 
with contemporary goals and objectives 

f. Serving as the primary point of contact for the Legislature on all matters relating to 
activities funded by room tax revenue 

3. After reviewing a wide range of alternatives, it is recommended that the function reside within 
the County Planning Department and that the tasks be undertaken by a Senior Planner or 
equivalent position.   A 40-hour per week Senior Planner position currently earns $53,541 plus 
$21,684 in fringe benefits.  

4. The cost of the position, including supervision and administrative support, should be fully 
supported with room tax revenue. 

5. The position should reflect a balance between contemplative planning and more action-oriented 
development. 
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6. A formal evaluation of this new arrangement should be undertaken two years after its 
commencement to determine whether the additional support has resulted in:

a. The development of a 5-year strategic plan;

b. A system of routinely applied program evaluations;

c. A improved system of identifying, cultivating, assisting, evaluating, presenting, and 
monitoring requests for “product development” projects  (with this subjective 
determination made by the STPB);

d. An improved perception of accountability by the Legislature 
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: County Administration
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: Agreements, Bids, Contracts, Grants

Functional Category: 

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2134 

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Funding of Community Celebrations Grants1

WHEREAS, Tompkins County has a grant program for community celebrations using funds drawn entirely 2
from Room Occupancy Tax, and3

4
WHEREAS, Tompkins County has reviewed grant applications for recommendation to the Tompkins County 5

Legislature through the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee with the advice of the 6
Strategic Tourism Planning Board, now therefore be it7

8
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 9

the following grants are approved:10
11

Town of Lansing 2010 Lansing Harbor Fest $1,20012
Town of Ithaca Rededication of Veterans' Cemetery $   30013

14
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or designee shall be authorized to sign any documents 15

related to the aforementioned projects.16
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-2017

18
19
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: Planning Department
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: Administrative

Functional Category: 

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2081 C

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Endorsing the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy1

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Legislature in December 2004 and 2
amended in 2008 with an element addressing energy and greenhouse gas emissions, established the policy to “Reduce 3
community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 2 percent of 2008 base-year emissions per year to reach, at a 4
minimum, an 80% reduction from 2008 levels by 2050,” and5

6
WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan calls for the development of a “5-year strategy to reduce community 7

greenhouse gas emissions by at least 10% of 2008 levels, including a detailed plan for County government to achieve 8
that same target,” and9

10
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy contains interim actions toward achieving the 11

community 2050 greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal by reducing emissions 20% from 2008 levels by 2020, and12

13

WHEREAS, the County Planning Advisory Board has endorsed the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy 14
and recommends that the Tompkins County Legislature also endorse it, and15

16
WHEREAS, there are no financial implications associated with endorsing this Strategy, implementation of 17

many aspects of the Strategy would have financial implications that would be reviewed by the Legislature at the time 18
of implementation, now therefore be it19

20
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee, That 21

the Tompkins County Legislature endorses the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy, dated August 20, 2010.22
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-2023

24
25
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: Planning Department
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR)

Functional Category: 

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2143 

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Making a Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance in 1

Relation to Resolution No. 129 of 2010 - Authorizing a Contract with 2

the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District to 3

Implement Flood Hazard Mitigation Program Projects4

WHEREAS, in Resolution No. 129 of 2010, the Tompkins County Legislature would authorize the County 5
Administrator or his designee to execute a contract with the Tompkins County Soil and Water District to implement 6
projects identified through the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and would also be authorized to execute other 7
agreements necessary for the County to implement, monitor, and protect the projects funded through this program, and8

9
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature has reviewed and accepted as adequate an Environmental 10

Assessment Form with respect to that action, now therefore be it11
12

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 13
Resolution No. 129 of 2010 is an unlisted action, 14

15
RESOLVED, further, That the County Legislature hereby makes a negative declaration of environmental 16

significance in regard to Resolution No. 129 of 2010.17
SEQR ACTION: UNLISTED18
(Short EAFs on file with the Clerk of the Legislature)19

20
21
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: Planning Department
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: Agreements, Bids, Contracts, Grants

Functional Category: 

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2141 

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Authorizing a Contract with the Tompkins County Soil and Water 1

Conservation District to Implement Flood Hazard Mitigation Program 2

Projects3

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature re-established the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program in 2006, 4
and5

6
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature provided funding for the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program in 7

the amount of $25,000 in 2010, and8
9

WHEREAS, the Technical Committee for the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program has identified several projects 10
to be funded through the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and11

12
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District is prepared to undertake the projects 13

identified by the Technical Committee, and14
15

WHEREAS, the projects identified for implementation will be protected through the use of a Riparian Buffer 16
Protection Agreement where appropriate, and17

18
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature has reviewed and accepted as adequate Environmental 19

Assessment Forms with respect to these projects, now therefore be it20
21

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 22
the County Administrator or his designee be authorized to execute a contract with the Tompkins County Soil and 23
Water District, in an amount not to exceed $25,000, 24

25
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is also authorized to execute other 26

agreements necessary for the County to implement, monitor, and protect the projects funded by the Flood Hazard 27
Mitigation Program.28
SEQR ACTION: Unlisted29
(Short EAFs on file in the office of the Clerk of the Legislature)30

31
32
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting: 08/04/10 03:30 PM
121 E. Court Street Department: Planning Department
Ithaca, NY  14850 Category: Advisory Boards and Committees

Functional Category: 

ADOPTED
DOC ID: 2138 

RESOLUTION NO. 

Page 1

Amending Membership of the Water Resources Council1

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Water Resources Council (WRC) was established by Resolution No. 181 2
of 1997, and the membership of the WRC was restructured by Resolution No. 57 of 2000 which created nineteen 3
voting members, including an Economic Development seat, and4

5
WHEREAS, the membership of the WRC was expanded by two At-Large voting seats by Resolution No. 211 6

of 2000, and terms were changed from two years to three years by Resolution No. 49 of 2001, and7
8

WHEREAS, the WRC conducts an annual membership campaign and occasional special campaigns, and has 9
had no candidates approved for the Economic Development Seat since it was vacated in 2004, and10

11
WHEREAS, the Nominating/Membership Committee of the WRC examined options for this seat and 12

recommended that the seat be changed from an Economic Development seat to an At-Large seat, to be filled with a 13
person with expertise in a field appropriate to the Mission of the WRC, and that recommendation was approved by the 14
WRC at its meeting on July 19, 2010, now therefore be it 15

16
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That 17

the Economic Development seat of the WRC is changed to an At-Large seat.18
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-2019

20
21
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee DOC ID: 2197 
121 E. Court Street, Ithaca, NY  14850 Department: Tompkins County Legislature
www.tompkins-co.org/legislature Category: Intermunicipal

Functional Category:  

ADOPTED

Resolution No. 2010-156

Supporting Intermunicipal Cell Tower Initiative

WHEREAS, various municipalities in Tompkins County have received applications for 
permission to construct cellular communication towers within their borders (and, in some cases, on 
municipal property), and some of these applications have elicited substantial public concern or 
opposition, and 

WHEREAS, at the same time, some municipalities have areas where cell coverage is desired but 
it is substandard or absent, and 

WHEREAS, to date, each municipality has acted on its own, each with their own local ordinances 
regarding cell towers, and sometimes seeking expert consultation to evaluate an applicant’s need or other 
assertions, and 

WHEREAS, recognizing their shared interests and concerns, several municipalities have decided, 
through the Tompkins County Council of Governments (TCCOG), to explore the possible benefits of a 
more coordinated approach to the issues surrounding cellular communications, and 

WHEREAS, the participating municipalities want to learn what the current status is of local 
jurisdiction in this area, and to determine whether some type of coordinated, intermunicipal approach 
could enhance their ability to focus cell tower siting at the most appropriate and least disruptive locations, 
and 

WHEREAS, in addition, some participating municipalities may want outside advice on whether 
their individual ordinances should be revised and updated, and

WHEREAS, the participating municipalities (nine interested TCCOG members) issued an RFP 
(Request for Proposals) for legal services to advise them on these issues in December 2009, and received 
four qualified responses, and 

WHEREAS, on consideration of these proposals and phone interviews with two of the applicants, 
the firm of Silverberg Zalantis, Tarrytown, NY, was selected as the preferred vendor for this contract for a 
total of $10,250, as follows:

Presentation - $750 (flat fee)
Collaboration feasibility - $1,500 (flat fee)
Ordinance template  - $3,000 (estimate)
Contingency - $5,000
Total to be divided among municipalities - $10,250 

, and

WHEREAS, in addition, individual municipalities can decide whether to seek an optional review 
of their specific ordinance for an estimated $300-$500 per municipality, to be arranged directly with 
Silverberg Zalantis, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting of September 1, 2010

Resolution No.  2010-156 Supporting Intermunicipal Cell Tower Initiative

Page 2

Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature recognizes that issues of cellular communications 
affect all our residents and visitors, and that the coordinated action of multiple municipalities is more 
efficient and effective than separate and disconnected efforts, 

RESOLVED, further, That the County desires to participate in this intermunicipal project to 
support enhanced cell service with the fewest possible new cell towers at the most appropriate locations,

RESOLVED, further, That the County will contribute up to $1,500 as a share of this contract, that 
share depending in the end upon the number of municipalities that agree to share the cost, 

RESOLVED, further, That Tompkins County offers to serve as fiscal agent to collect municipal 
contributions and handle the contract administration, subject to the approval of the participating 
municipalities. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * * *

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Will Burbank, Member

SECONDER: Frank Proto, Member

AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

STATE OF NEW YORK    )
 ) ss:

COUNTY OF TOMPKINS)

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a resolution adopted by the 
Tompkins County Legislature on September 1, 2010.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
the said Legislature at Ithaca, New York, on October 7, 2010.  
 

, Clerk
Tompkins County Legislature
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Tompkins County Water Resources Council is a citizen board that advises the Tompkins County Legislature on matters relating to the 

management of water resources, and does not necessarily express the views of the Tompkins County Legislature.

Tompkins County Water Resources Council
121 East Court Street, Ithaca, N.Y.  14850

Telephone (607) 274-5560   Fax: (607) 274-5578
www.tompkins-co.org/planning/committees.html

TO: PDEQ Members

FROM: Kathy Wilsea, Water Resources Council Secretary

DATE: 8/24/2010

SUBJECT: Selection of Applicants for Water Resources Council Appointment

The Nominating Committee of the Water Resources Council seeks early input from PDEQ on selection of 
applicants for appointment.  If you have any comments on preferred skills, reappointment of longstanding 
members, demographics, etc., the Nominating Committee would like to know before they start examining 
applications.  Cindy Schulte, Chair of the Nominating Committee, will attend PDEQ on 9/1 to gather your 
remarks.

These seats are open to applications from the public this fall:
At-Large (2)
Municipal 
Recreation
Water Purveyor
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee DOC ID: 2081 C
121 E. Court Street, Ithaca, NY  14850 Department: Planning Department
www.tompkins-co.org/legislature Category: Administrative

Functional Category:  

ADOPTED

Resolution No. 2010-145

Endorsing the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Legislature in December 
2004 and amended in 2008 with an element addressing energy and greenhouse gas emissions, established 
the policy to “Reduce community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 2 percent of 2008 base-year 
emissions per year to reach, at a minimum, an 80% reduction from 2008 levels by 2050,” and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan calls for the development of a “5-year strategy to reduce 
community greenhouse gas emissions by at least 10% of 2008 levels, including a detailed plan for 
County government to achieve that same target,” and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy contains interim actions toward 
achieving the community 2050 greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal by reducing emissions 20% 
from 2008 levels by 2020, and

WHEREAS, the County Planning Advisory Board has endorsed the Tompkins County 2020 
Energy Strategy and recommends that the Tompkins County Legislature also endorse it, and

WHEREAS, there are no financial implications associated with endorsing this Strategy, 
implementation of many aspects of the Strategy would have financial implications that would be 
reviewed by the Legislature at the time of implementation, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the Tompkins County Legislature endorses the Tompkins County 2020 Energy 
Strategy, dated August 20, 2010.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * * *

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Carol Chock, Member

SECONDER: Pat Pryor, Member

AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

STATE OF NEW YORK    )
 ) ss:

COUNTY OF TOMPKINS)

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a resolution adopted by the 
Tompkins County Legislature on September 1, 2010.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
the said Legislature at Ithaca, New York, on October 7, 2010.  
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting of September 1, 2010

Resolution No.  2010-145 Endorsing the Tompkins County 2020 Energy Strategy

Page 2

 

, Clerk
Tompkins County Legislature
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CAPITAL RESERVE FUND FOR 
NATURAL, SCENIC, AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCE PROTECTION

Program Guidelines

Resolution Number 217 of 2005 (adopted by the Tompkins County Legislature on November 1, 2005) 
established the Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic, and Recreational Resource Protection. 
According to the Resolution, 

“… the purpose of this fund is to support participation by Tompkins County in 
partnerships with other levels of government and private organizations to:
• protect and preserve the natural, scenic, and recreational resources found in the 

Agricultural Resource Focus Areas and Natural Features Focus Areas identified in 
the Comprehensive Plan;

• preserve and develop recreational trail corridors that cross municipal borders; and
• develop outdoor recreation facilities, within the focus areas, that are intended to serve 

all county residents,”

The Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan identified fourteen Natural Features Focus Areas (NFFAs) 
and six Agricultural Resource Focus Areas (ARFAs).  As called for in the Comprehensive Plan, the 
Tompkins County Planning Department developed a Conservation Plan for these NFFAs 

“to protect and preserve natural resources and recreational amenities in the focus areas identified 
in the Comprehensive Plan using tools appropriate to the functions of those resources,” 

as well as for the ARFAs 
“to identify the unique opportunities and critical issues facing each ARFA and to develop 
agricultural resource protection strategies for these areas.” 

The Conservation Plan establishes the priorities for expending the Capital Reserve Fund.  

Project Eligibility 
The proposed project must meet all of the following minimum requirements:
§ The property owner is a willing participant in the project.
§ The County cost will be no more than half of the total project cost.
§ Another party will be responsible for property management and stewardship, except for the 

addition of land adjacent to a county forest.
§ The project is located in a NFFA or ARFA as identified in the Tompkins County Comprehensive 

Plan.

Project Priority Criteria 
The proposed project must substantially further at least one of the following objectives:
§ Substantially protects land within the 330-foot buffer of a perennial stream.  
§ Provides public access to Cayuga Lake.
§ Protects land that is adjacent to permanently protected open space, including both natural and 

agricultural lands.
§ Protects land on an existing or potential intermunicipal trail corridor.
§ Protects a high concentration of Prime Soils or Soils of Statewide Significance.
§ Protects a Distinctive or Noteworthy view as identified in the Tompkins County Scenic 

Resources Inventory.

Process
Project proposals will be accepted by the Tompkins County Planning Department on an on-going basis.  
Projects that meet the Project Eligibility Criteria and at least one of the Project Priority Criteria will be 
brought to the Planning Advisory Board (PAB) for evaluation.  The project will also be presented to the 
town, village or city in which the project is located (unless the project is sponsored by the municipality). 
The PAB evaluation of the project will include consideration of how the project would contribute to 
implementing the Conservation Plan, as well as any input provided by the local municipality. Projects that 
are recommended by the PAB will be brought to the relevant committee of the Tompkins County 
Legislature and, ultimately, to the full Legislature for approval.
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Draft 7/29/2010
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD

Wednesday, July 28, 2010
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

615 WILLOW AVENUE

EXCERPT from draft MINUTES

Members Present – Mina Amundsen, Martha Armstrong, Dick Coogan, Rick Couture, Fernando de Aragon, 
John Gutenberger, Dave Herrick, Gay Nicholson, Monika Roth, John Spence, Andy Zepp
Members Absent -- Pam Mackesey, Scott Whitham, Fred Wilcox
Others Present – Joan Jurkowich (Planning Dept.), Ed Marx (Commissioner of Planning & PW), Kathy Wilsea 
(TCPD)

Finalize Guidelines for Capital Reserve Fund – Ed Marx said the interim guidelines were established while 
we were waiting to finish the conservation plans.  These are now complete and incorporated into the changes 
proposed.  John Gutenberger asked for an example of use to protect a scenic view.  Ed said viewsheds have been 
defined, and use of the grant might be to aid in acquisition of the property or might result in an easement on a 
property.  Gay Nicholson said there are many such places in the Finger Lakes.  There was also discussion on 
how it could be used to protect agriculture, such as covering transaction costs for a property donation that would 
protect prime soils.  This is a small fund, and Ed pointed out it wouldn’t be enough to cover PDR closing costs.  
The body does mention prime agricultural soils.  Guideline amendments moved by Gay Nicholson, seconded by 
Dick Coogan and passed by unanimous show of hands.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on __, 2010.

Membership:
Mina Amundsen, At-Large
Martha Armstrong, Economic Dev.
Dick Coogan, Local Planning (non-urban)
Rick Couture, Education
Fernando de Aragon, Transportation
John Gutenberger, Education
Dave Herrick, Facilities/Infrastructure
Dooley Kiefer, Associate Member

Pam Mackesey, Planning Committee 
Gay Nicholson, At-Large 
Monika Roth, Agriculture
John Spence, Housing
Scott Whitham, Cultural & Historic Pres.
Fred Wilcox, Local Planning (urban)
Andy Zepp, Land Pres./Public Land Mgmt.
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee DOC ID: 2181 
121 E. Court Street, Ithaca, NY  14850 Department: County Administration
www.tompkins-co.org/legislature Category: Agreements, Bids, Contracts, Grants

Functional Category:  

ADOPTED

Resolution No. 2010-134

Award of Tourism Capital Grant

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Tourism Program includes Tourism Capital grants and 
Tompkins County Area Development (TCAD) administers the Tourism Capital Grants process, which 
includes designing the application process, reviewing and analyzing the feasibility and economic impact 
of tourism projects, and providing oversight for tourism projects, and

WHEREAS, the Tourism Capital Grants Committee recommended according to its competitive 
process that the Finger Lakes Wine Center be selected for grants over a three-year period, and

WHEREAS, funding exists within the Room Tax Occupancy budget for Tourism Capital Grants, 
and

WHEREAS, TCAD reviewed the following project with the Strategic Tourism Planning Board 
(STPB), and the STPB anticipates that the following project will encourage the development of tourism 
products and attractions in order to improve community assets, to increase the tourism business in the 
County, and to increase the income from the Room Occupancy tax, and the following grant awards have 
been reviewed and recommended by the STPB, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign all documents related to 
this project, upon completion of all requirements outlined in the review process and the grant agreement:

Entity Project
Finger Lakes Wine Center Center’s location development
2007 2008 2010 TOTAL
$50,000 $60,000 $50,000 $160,000

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
* * * * * * * * * * *

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Proto, Member

SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member

AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

STATE OF NEW YORK    )
 ) ss:

COUNTY OF TOMPKINS)

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a resolution adopted by the 
Tompkins County Legislature on September 1, 2010.
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting of September 1, 2010

Resolution No.  2010-134 Award of Tourism Capital Grant

Page 2

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed the seal of the said 
Legislature at Ithaca, New York, on October 7,
2010.  

 

, Clerk
Tompkins County Legislature
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee DOC ID: 2175 
121 E. Court Street, Ithaca, NY  14850 Department: County Administration
www.tompkins-co.org/legislature Category: Agreements, Bids, Contracts, Grants

Functional Category:  

ADOPTED

Resolution No. 2010-135

Approval of Contract for Arts and Culture Development – State Theatre, Inc.

WHEREAS, Community Arts Partnership (CAP) recognizes that the local arts and cultural 
community is a valuable and unique asset, and that a need exists to harness the power of the arts to 
develop tourism growth, and if strategically managed, that would stabilize and develop these assets to 
better serve tourists through well-planned marketing efforts, and

WHEREAS, CAP was appointed to create a comprehensive arts marketing plan and develop and 
implement a plan for financial and operational development and capacity building of arts and cultural 
entities, and

WHEREAS, the arts and cultural community could better position itself in the marketplace to 
attract more visitors to and enhance visitors’ stay in Tompkins County, thus generating more dollars into 
the local economy, and

WHEREAS, funding exists within the Room Tax Occupancy (Tourism Program) budget for the 
Arts and Cultural Organization Development Program, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, with the advice of the Strategic Tourism Planning Board, That the following Arts and 
Cultural Organization Stabilization Grant be awarded in 2010:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
State 
Theatre, 
Inc.

30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 37,000 16,000 17,000

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to sign any 
agreements with the recipient and CAP pertaining to this program. 
SEQR TYPE: TYPE II-20

* * * * * * * * * * *

RESULT: RECOMMENDED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Will Burbank, Member

SECONDER: Carol Chock, Member

AYES: Mackesey, Burbank, Chock, Proto, Pryor

STATE OF NEW YORK    )
 ) ss:

COUNTY OF TOMPKINS)

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a resolution adopted by the 
Tompkins County Legislature on September 1, 2010.
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Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee Meeting of September 1, 2010

Resolution No.  2010-135 Approval of Contract for Arts and Culture Development – State 
Theatre, Inc.

Page 2

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed the seal of the said 
Legislature at Ithaca, New York, on October 7,
2010.  

 

, Clerk
Tompkins County Legislature
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	1. Call to Order
	1. Roll Call

	2. Changes to Agenda
	3. Soil & Water Conservation District
	1. 2222 : Slaterville Stream Restoration Project
	Printout: 2222 : Slaterville Stream Restoration Project


	4. Tompkins County Development Corporation
	a. RES-2010-163 : TCDC Bond Resolution for IC
	Printout: RES-2010-163 : TCDC Bond Resolution for IC


	5. Planning Department
	1. RES-2010-164 : Opposing Drilling on State Forest Land
	Printout: RES-2010-164 : Opposing Drilling on State Forest Land

	2. RES-2010-165 : Prohibiting Drilling on County Lands
	Printout: RES-2010-165 : Prohibiting Drilling on County Lands


	6. Transportation
	a. RES-2010-160 : Accepting FTA Funds
	Printout: RES-2010-160 : Accepting FTA Funds
	a. 2010 FTA 5307 Grant County Resolution MEMO PDEQ 10-6-2010


	7. Strategic Tourism Planning Board
	1. RES-2010-162 : Tourism Capital Grants
	Printout: RES-2010-162 : Tourism Capital Grants
	a. PDEQrec1010CNC-Hang-Kitch


	8. Planning Department Continued
	1. RES-2010-161 : Accepting Homeownership Grant
	Printout: RES-2010-161 : Accepting Homeownership Grant
	a. PDEQ October 2010 Memo HO

	2. 2232 : PAB Appointment
	Printout: 2232 : PAB Appointment


	9. Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board
	1. 2225 : Ag District Review in 2011
	Printout: 2225 : Ag District Review in 2011


	10. Planning Department Continued
	1. 2227 : TCAD Countywide Loan Fund Update
	Printout: 2227 : TCAD Countywide Loan Fund Update
	a. PDEQ October 2010 RLF Update

	2. 2230 : Commissioner's Report
	Printout: 2230 : Commissioner's Report


	11. Approval of Minutes
	1. Minutes of Aug 30, 2010 3:00 PM
	Printout: Minutes of Aug 30, 2010 3:00 PM

	2. Minutes of Sep 1, 2010 3:30 PM
	Printout: Minutes of Sep 1, 2010 3:30 PM


	12. Adjournment
	13. Information Item
	1. 2231 : ITCTC Budget Transfer Request (Information Only)
	Printout: 2231 : ITCTC Budget Transfer Request (Information Only)
	a. ITCTC transfer FYI
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