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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
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SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	E
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	P
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Michelle Berry
	A
	At-Large

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	P
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	P
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	P
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	P
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	P
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	E
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	P
	Human Services

	John Spence
	P
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	P
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	P
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	
	
	




Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:03 AM and noted that a quorum was reached. The agenda’s order was changed to include the approval of minutes at the beginning of the meeting before the Old Library Request for Expressions of Interest Review. 

Approval of Minutes from August 28, 2013, October 23, 2013 and January 22, 2014 – Sue Cosentini moved all drafts, seconded by Dick Coogan and passed by unanimous vote. Final minutes are available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

Old Library Request for Expressions of Interest Review – Ed Marx reported that there were 6 proposals that were submitted for the Old Library that are currently under review. Many of the proposals focused on fixed income and senior living apartments. Five of the six proposals would tear down the old library and restructure. Based on the positive response for proposals and the criteria that have been met by all submissions there has been recommendation to encourage further development opportunities. The role of the PAB will be to review the proposals in order to make recommendations to the Legislature. The 4 member Committee of Mina Amundsen, John Spence, Martha Armstrong and Rob Steuteville will be meeting prior to the April 23rd Meeting in order to rank the proposals. The Review process will involve the following criteria:

· Quality of overall program and conceptual design, including its compatibility with the surrounding historic neighborhood
· Responsiveness to community needs
· Energy Efficiency and carbon footprint of the project
· Positive economic/tax base impact
· Capability of the developer or development team to undertake, finance, and manage the project
· Demonstrated market feasibility of the proposed program


Tompkins County Hazard Mitigation Plan – Scott Doyle reported that the Hazard Mitigation Plan will be will be considered for adoption next week by the Legislature. The plan is a requirement of FEMA that is expected to take place every 5 years and is funded by FEMA. He goes on to say that mitigation in this sense is specifically reducing your hazard risk prior to a hazardous event. The 2013 update is structured in a way to meet Federal criteria and is needed to be eligible for FEMA pre-disaster mitigation funds. One of the requirements is to look at the hazard risks and to address the previous 5 years and what has changed since. Some of the benefits of the plan is it is multi-jurisdictional and co-beneficial. There are 22 different hazards in the plan including flooding, landslides, extreme temperatures, and infestations of plants and animals. Historical overview of the past years occurrences and cost damage is part of determining the future potential impact. Some of the actions included were to establish stream buffers, debris management plan and identifying vulnerable populations. The Mitigation Plans adoption by the Legislature would make projects like the South Street Extension Project in Ulysses and the Ludlowville Extension Project eligible for FEMA funding.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner’s Report –Ed Marx reported that the Legislature commented on the State Energy Plan. Their concerns were that the plan fails to set interim goals or targets to monitor progress.  A group of students from the University of Guelph traveled to Ithaca to learn about the planning process. These students were hosted by various members of the Planning Department.  The Legislature is considering an action that will provide an abatement of up to $100,000 for buildings that achieve LEED certification. The Local Board of Realtors has engaged with the National Association of Realtors to conduct a survey on enhanced transportation.  Ed went on to note that the survey will be conducted by a national survey group hired by  the National Association of Realtors and will be aimed towards growth development and transport with the goal of creating more Park n Ride’s.  There was a meeting with county administration regarding the entity that has been awarded by the county through MEGA involving a contract to do remote net metered renewable-energy projects. Solar City is doing the solar component of that in that they can develop up to 2 megawatt solar projects that local governments could directly purchase power from even though it was not on the local government’s property. There is optimism that Tompkins County will have the same opportunity.  A request for proposal has been put out to complete the Energy Road Map. This Energy Roadmap would serve as a guide as to what areas of renewable energy we can expect to access in Tompkins County. NYSERDA has hired the firm OPTONY to create solar road maps and promote the use of solar energy while reducing the barriers that are attached to solar programs. Over the next month there will be a small sub-committee of the Housing Fund Program Oversight Committee meeting on whether or not it is possible to continue the Affordable Housing Program in the future. County Government sustainability Strategy is being led by Megan McDonald including a sustainability team of representatives from all the county departments and will be presented to the legislature in the next several months for their adoption.  The Comprehensive Plan updates are in progress and are anticipated for the first round public comment period of June. Ed Marx will join Liz Walker in a presentation at the New York Planning Federation Conference on Monday regarding the Climate Showcase Communities program and project. An announcement for a contest will be made at the meeting in order to select a development site somewhere outside Tompkins County to which an owner or developer that is interested. This will allow for a free consultation for model development on the site.

Announcements – Gay Nicholson announced two series in spring. The 1st series is the Renewable Energy in Lansing on May 29. The 2nd series on May 3rd will be on micro-hydro with Phillip Hoff Meier from Renewable Energy Training Center at Morrisville. There will be site visits to both Gulf and Salmon Creeks. She noted the launching of the People’s Salon, which will be a conversation series on the climate, the market and the Commons. More information is available on their website.
 Fernando DeAragon announced the Streets Alive in the 1st week in May along with Earth day and encouraged members to make an appearance. He noted a new advocacy group that was formed to promote active transportation in the community. The group has teamed up with the Health Department and Cayuga Medical to promote the benefits of biking, walking and transit. He also noted concern based on neighboring and rural transit and the possibility of transit cuts due to a shift in the way that Medicaid monies are being used. Sue Cosentini reported on her presentation at International Builders Show in Las Vegas. She mentioned her surprise at the increasing trend with developers that are seizing on different amenities for more pedestrian oriented sites for social activity and health and well-being and relates these changes to the increasing market demand. Rob Steuteville reported on the movement Jane’s Walks, which is a nationwide movement where people go on walks. This group will be leaving from Streets Alive later in the day. Andy Zepp asked members if there was interest in his prospective project based on regional character and design issues on the 12 counties of the Finger Lakes.


Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on May 28, 2014


