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	E
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	Rob Steuteville
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	Built Environment Design

	Scott Whitham
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	Andy Zepp
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	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Kathy Wilsea
	P
	Secretary

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Principal Planner



Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:07 AM by the Chair, Martha Armstrong.  Due to lack of a quorum at this time, agenda items will be taken out of order.

Cleaner Greener Funding Opportunities – Katie Borgella reviewed the three categories of Implementation Fund grants.  (1) Projects to streamline permitting processes, mainly focused on solar photovoltaic installations and electric vehicle recharge facilities.  For municipalities with land use authority.  Once the municipality shows they have adopted the specific step, they can obtain reimbursement.  (2) Comprehensive planning and zoning to improve land use regulations.  Also for municipalities with land use authority.  Katie has distributed information to municipalities, and will attend TCCOG for discussion.  (3) Capital Projects for projects not suitable for other NYSERDA funding.  This is for projects in the $1 million to $5 million range, and they must support energy efficiency, renewable energy or carbon mitigation.  White papers are due by July 9, and Katie expects two more years of this funding to be available.  She will share deadlines and application instructions by email.

Climate Showcase Communities – Ed Marx provided an update for the project on County property near Cayuga Medical Center.  The Request for Proposals was issued last summer, and Better Housing for Tompkins County and NRP Group partnered to submit the only proposal.  The affordable units will be for rent the first 15 years, then available for sale with a sliding scale that relates to the number of years rented by the occupant.  All units have south orientation for light and passive solar gain.  Shared walls save energy, and they hope for some solar PV on roofs.  A community building is part of the project.  Forest will serve as buffer.  One public meeting was held, with two concerns voiced:  traffic on route 96, and too much affordable housing on West Hill.  BHTC would manage the property.  In order for the developer to apply for tax credits in October, they need to have site control in place, so support of Tompkins County and Town of Ithaca will be sought this summer.  The current plan is for 60 units.  The aspects of 15 year rental and affordable components are part of the tax credit financing.  A trust-like agreement is planned to keep the affordable units in the affordable range.  It is unclear if BHTC will retain ownership of all the land.  BHTC will retain ownership of common lands, and a landowners association will be created.  Ed said the project is totally dependent upon getting the tax credits, which is a federal program awarded through the state.  The rental property component pays property taxes based on rental income.  Rob Steuteville was concerned about the location, and Ed responded that people who would live here are now living farther away.  Previous TCPD work has identified this as an area for development, and it has good, hourly bus service.  We will never get a one-size-fits-all location within the “urban boundary” drawn for planning purposes.  This is a better option, but not perfect.  Although no one knew the number of CMC employees, Martha said they are the fifth-largest employer in the County.  Mina Amundsen pointed out location is not usually the top reason for housing choices among Cornell employees.  Rob said 42% of City residents walk to work, and he doesn’t see this project building toward more people walking to work.  Martha pointed out there is lots of potential for the other components of Development Focus Areas at this site.

Comprehensive Plan – Public Outreach – Joan Jurkowich had distributed a memo with the agenda.  It is time to explore forms of public outreach beyond the traditional.  She asked if any PAB members had experience as a user or administrator of web alternatives.  Mina said Cornell chose not to go online when gathering input on their Comp Plan, but she is aware Temple University is using an online resource for a current project, and she will learn what they are doing so she can share.  Kathy Schlather suggested finding out methods used by the Health Department and Youth Services.  Mina said it’s important for participants to see that their contributions are used.  Gay Nicholson said a marketing plan is needed to get quality engagement, and Joan reminded members this would be supplemental to traditional outreach mechanisms.  Other ideas were discussed by staff, including recreating a planning group like the one that contributed last time.  Dooley liked the idea of the County pulling together a municipal officials meeting during the comprehensive plan update process. Martha said we need to be able to manage the responses.  She has used Survey Monkey, which is OK for participating but TCAD found the program to be complex in a sample period.  Kathy said it’s important to reach non-planners.  Sue Cosentini said some interfaces can put data into graph form, and Martha stated a need for some open-ended questions, too.  Joan said these are goals to get people who can’t do traditional input to participate, and perhaps we can create working groups that function online.  Andy Zepp pointed out sub-audiences, like the development community or rural communities, might be difficult to engage and will need more outreach.  Gay said citizens not engaged in plan development will have no interest in the outcome.

Approval of Minutes from April and May –  Moved together by Dick Coogan, seconded by Mina Amundsen, and passed by voice vote without change.  Final minutes are available on the Planning Department website:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under Advisory Boards.

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported the GroundSwell training program at EcoVillage at Ithaca is expecting important visitors this week:  the co-chair of the federal Appalachian Regional Commission, a representative from the NYS Secretary of State, and someone from the NYS Office of New Americans.  GroundSwell is moving in a positive direction, and will need funding to continue.Staff from TCPD, City and TCAD had conversations on moving NYS Department of Transportation off the Cayuga Inlet waterfront.  A redevelopment feasibility study is being considered, with the local share 50%.  In 2007, DOT issued a press release concerning plans to move to the Dryden site in 5 to 7 years.  The proposal to put a cell tower by the Inlet is apparently no longer being considered.   Ed received a phone call from Norma Jayne, Executive Director of the Board of Realtors.  She informed him the National Association of Realtors has Smart Growth grants available.  Application may be made for a park & ride facility.  Ed is discussing this with Fernando deAragon.    A Cleaner Greener application for transportation funding may be submitted for pedestrian connectivity between Cayuga Medical Center, Black Diamond Trail, and the transit stop by CMC.

Announcements – Gay seeks suggestions for the Town of Lansing Comprehensive Plan, as she has accepted the task of finding out what the Town can do concerning energy/climate change.  She has a short turn-around.  Ed announced tours will be available at EVI TREE on Saturday, with a presentation on the PassivHaus component at the end.  Also, Liz Walk with discuss books she has authored at the Sustainability Center on Thursday at 7 PM.  Kathy Wilsea announced she will be retiring from TCPD on 7/26.  Gutie announced there is an Ithaca Journal article today that Ithaca is ranked the smartest city in the nation.  Todd Bittner announced the City has a Comp Plan subgroup on parks, natural areas and streams.

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Wilsea, Secretary
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on August 28, 2013.
