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Wednesday, December 2, 2015
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

 MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Joe Bowes 
	P
	Housing

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	P
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	E
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	E
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	Ruth Hopkins
	A
	At-Large

	Rod Howe
	P
	Historical/Cultural Resources

	David Kay
	P
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	E
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	P
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	E
	Human Services

	Rob Steuteville
	A
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	E
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant




Also in Attendance:  Joan Jurkowich, Tompkins County Planning Department

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05 AM. 

Proposed Comprehensive Plan Measures – Joan Jurkowich provided background on the draft Comprehensive Plan Measures document noting they reflect existing strategies and policies in the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan. Members provided feedback on each measure.

A. Diversity of Jobs in the County - The goal of increasing employment outside of educational institutions was discussed, and members suggested sector specific comparisons, noting also the difficulty with tracking employment with larger employers where information can vary on a day-to-day basis.  Members discussed the potential for comparisons with areas that closely relate in size of population with similarly sized schools.

B. Gasoline Sold in the County – Declining gasoline sales, a decrease in miles traveled, and increase in fuel efficient vehicles were noted as changes that could impact this measure. Members questioned ways to measure commuter traffic. Suggestions were made to compare declining gas sales to the pricing at the time, or relating it to the overall state of the economy. Suggestions were made for long-term comparisons of the number of gas stations and the number of electric charging stations. It was noted that this measure was also included in the regional Cleaner Greener initiative. 

C. Land Protected by Ownership in Priority Protection Areas – It was discussed that this measure references the 2007 Conservation Strategy for the Natural Features Focus Areas  where priority protection areas were identified (23,795 acres). It was noted that land would be considered protected land either by ownership or by conservation easement. 

D. Community Greenhouse Gas Emissions – Mid- and long-term reduction goals were noted at 20% reductions by 2020, and 80% reductions by 2050. Members expressed their concerns that the goals were not aggressive enough. The 20-year methane potential was also discussed.

E. Priority Trails Completed – The goal to complete the trails included in Tompkins Priority Trails Strategy was discussed, and members noted the possibility for additional trails being added which would increase the miles, not necessarily increasing the total percentage. It was suggested to make clear indications of miles of effectively connected trails.

F. Proportion of New Development in Development Focus Areas – It was discussed that it is the goal for the development focus areas to support 2/3 of new development.  The measure will be broken down into two components to include residential development by number of units, and non-residential by square foot of building space using the base year of 2015. This strategy includes City and Town of Ithaca, hamlets and village centers. 

G. New Housing Units – It was reported that this plan measure’s goal will be based on the results of the Housing Needs Assessment that is currently underway. Members discussed affordability issues, and suggested including the overall number of units considered affordable.  Questions centered on the way to measure affordability, and suggestions were made to base calculations on median incomes, by assessed value versus sales, comparing HUD figures with median family income, and by comparing prices with surrounding areas. Vacancy rate tracking was another suggestion as an indicator of affordability.  

H. Potential Future Measures – Water quality protection was discussed. Education related to best management practices, ditch maintenance, agricultural drainage, and soil protection was discussed.    

Members discussed ways to express each measure for public dissemination, and suggested including a paragraph that tells a story of how each measure impacts and improves the quality of life. Backtracking longer termed trends was suggested in order to provide context and guidance for future potential strategies. 

Approval of Minutes from October 28 – Approval of October meeting minutes will be included on the agenda in January 2016. Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.


Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported on focuses, and accomplishments of 2015. Economy and energy were highlighted to include the energy focus areas, and IDA energy incentives. The PACE financing program (Energize New York) was noted as being in progress, noting that trainings are now available. Housing Needs Assessment is underway, and will include an in depth analysis that will cover senior, special needs, as well as the general marketplace. The Housing Fund renewal will make $600,000 available annually for next six years to be used for affordable housing projects. The Capital Reserve Fund was included in the budget with commitments of $50,000 for the next three years.  Completion of the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan update, and the DOT relocation feasibility study that is tentatively due for completion in early 2016 were noted. The Energy Strategy, Energy Roadmap and Reheat Tompkins were noted efforts in the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Phase one of the Ludlowville Flood Mitigation project was completed, and significant progress has been made in efforts related to the Priority Trails Strategy. A preferred developer was selected for the Old Library site and will be scheduling their first meeting with the City Planning Board in early 2016.  The responsibility of tracking the energy and efficiency records has been taken on by the Tompkins County Planning Department, which led to the county’s EPA green power partnership recognition for efforts related to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  A paperless development review process has been implemented, and has been well received, and strategies for agritourism and heritage tourism have also been completed. Ed went on to thank Planning Advisory Board Members for their hard work throughout the year


Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:28 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
