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[bookmark: _GoBack]MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Martha Armstrong
	E
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Joe Bowes 
	P
	Housing

	Carol Chock
	A
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	E
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	A
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	Ruth Hopkins
	E
	At-Large

	Rod Howe
	P
	Historical/Cultural Resources

	David Kay
	P
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	E
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	P
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	P
	Human Services

	Rob Steuteville
	A
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	P
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant




Also in Attendance:  

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Andy Zepp called the meeting to order at approximately 9:07 AM. There were no changes made to the agenda.

Welcome of New Members –New members Rod Howe, Director of the History Center, and Joe Bowes, Senior Real Estate Developer at INHS were welcomed by the Planning Advisory Board, and introductions were made. 

Energy Roadmap Scenarios Presentation/Discussion – Ed Marx opened the discussion on the Energy Roadmap, noting that the developed scenarios will focus on achieving 80% emissions reduction, utilizing local resources that balance the needs of the environment, economy and equitable society while using no more than 55% of current potential renewable energy resources. 

Major contributors of greenhouse gas emissions were discussed as electricity, thermal energy, and transportation.  To achieve a reduction of 80%, there will need to be a shift from: grid supplied electricity to local renewables, natural gas to heat pumps and biomass, and gasoline powered to electric vehicles and light trucks. The assumptions inherent in the calculations were discussed.

The four scenarios presented were: a business as usual scenario, a mix of energy resources scenario, an all-electric scenario, and a scenario utilizing half of the 2008-levels of natural gas consumed in the County.

(A) It was reported that the “Business as Usual Scenario” would utilize electricity and natural gas, and result in emissions reductions of 33%. Electricity efficiencies of the grid and Black Oak Wind Farm, and current solar installations were taken into consideration. 

(B) The “Mixed Scenario” would utilize 10% of the 2008-levels of natural gas, equivalent to the amount used by the industrial sector. Transportation would see an equal mix between electric and gasoline light-duty vehicles.

(C) The “All-Electric Scenario” would utilize heat pumps and electric vehicles and include a heavy reliance on the grid, in addition to local renewable generation. 

(D) The “Maintaining Half of 2008 Natural Gas Scenario” would utilize half of the 2008 natural gas use. By continuing to use higher amounts of natural gas other areas of reduction in emissions must be more aggressive.. 

A public meeting will be scheduled in October, and will be followed by a meeting of the Energy Roadmap Steering Committee to develop recommendations on how to apply the results of the Roadmap. 

The group discussed how the future energy system will be paid for and expectations of individual homeowners and possibilities of community incentives or grants. The 2016 update of the Energy Strategy was discussed and will likely include a cost analysis for actions to help us reach the Energy Roadmap goals.. Members had several specific suggestions on how to improve the messaging of the presentation.  For example, the Board discussed providing clear examples of trade-offs or compromises in regard to implementation of one scenario to another. Comparisons between population increase and the effects on vehicle miles traveled led to discussions on the potential changes needed to achieve a 25% decrease in vehicle miles driven. Suggestions were made to include some of the specific actions that could be taken to achieve this goal. Members suggested that the presentation should emphasize the commonalities and differences between the proposed scenarios as a way to provide the public with a clear understanding of the differences between each scenario. It was also suggested that we should highlight the positive impact of future energy scenarios in the community, such as increased efficiency in homes and businesses and more good local jobs. 

Approval of Minutes from July 22, 2015 – Dick Coogan made the motion to approve the minutes from July 22, 2015 seconded by Andy Zepp. May meeting minutes were approved, with abstentions on behalf of Joe Bowes, and Rod Howe. Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported that the Legislature is reviewing the County Administrator’s recommended budget which included all three over-target requests for one time funding: 1) for the continuation of the Stream Corridor Flood Mitigation program at $25,000, 2) for the Energy Fund at $30,000, and 3) for the Capital Reserve Fund for open space protection at $50,000. The newly formed Energy and Economic Taskforce has been meeting and will focus on addressing the short term issues that may need to be addressed in order to maintain a healthy economy with the transition of the energy system; a public meeting is tentative for late October. The Department has been working with Tompkins County Area Development on possible projects of the Energy Fund. Possibilities include providing assistance to the Industrial Development Agency to determine what type of incentive programs they might offer to encourage high levels of efficiency and renewable energy use in new building construction. The proposal includes hiring a consultant to help define an incentive program for development projects that would make sense from energy, fiscal and financial points of view. Another potential project would focus on energy demand and supply issues within the county, and would focus on the energy capacity of the system and infrastructure in relation to future plans for economic development in targeted locations. A consultant would be engaged to analyze technical data needed for the project. Ed went on to discuss the recent webinars given by the EPA regarding the regulation of emissions at power plants that included transitional components such as clean coal technology, high efficiency natural gas generation, and renewables, and the American Planning Association’s webinar on the benefits of green infrastructure and related health benefits. 

Announcements – Monika Roth announced that the Tompkins County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Plan final draft is available online, and has been presented and approved by the Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality Committee. She also noted that the Lansing Agricultural & Farmland Protection Plan has been approved by the Lansing Town Board; plans to form an Agriculture Advisory Committee are underway. 




Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
