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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, June 25, 2014
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	P
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	P
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	P
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	P
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	E
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	P
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	E
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	P
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	E
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	P
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	E
	Human Services

	John Spence
	A
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	A
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	E
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Also in Attendance: Scott Doyle, Tompkins County Planning Department

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:06AM.

Approval of Minutes from April 23, 2014 – Moved by Carol Chock, seconded by Kris Altucher, to move the minutes from May 28, 2014. The minutes were approved with one abstention by David Herrick, with the following changes: to line 34, changing “cost of” to “cost to”. Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.


Updating the Tompkins County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan – Monika Roth opened her presentation with updates on the Tompkins County Agriculture and Farmland data. The information and strategies that will be used to update the plan was with information provided by the US Census of Agriculture and public meetings that reached out to local farmers. The new comprehensive plan will focus on 6 themes that will include local foods, future farmers, land use policy, regulations, environment and agriculture awareness. From the data collected, it appears the number of farms in Tompkins County remain stable when going back as far as 1978. Although there are 558 farms documented, only half of those farms are considered full time farms. Overall the average acreage across the region has gone down. The U.S. Census considers any farms that net under $250,000 in sales as small farms which seem to be the majority. From the information provided in 2007 in terms of sales class, there have been increases in farms that net above $250,000 as well as the middle sectors. Over the last 5 years, it has been reported that inactive land has  increasingly been going back into agriculture due to demand for land that can be immediately certified for organic farming. Discussions centered on the rate of development for land that went from agriculture to developed land. Members agreed that additional information on that topic will require future follow up. Monika noted that the information provided by the Census is unclear in distinguishing the future operator of farms currently run by someone older than 65 or the time the farm has operated under a single person. Threats such as land use conversion, invasive species, climate change, floods and droughts were mentioned as possible additions to the plan. The next step of the plan is to compare the Census data with the database that was compiled with information on every farm in the county as well as the Agricultural District Summary. The process going forward   includes the completion of a document expected by the end of the summer followed by a formal public hearing as well as farmer and community meetings in several locations. The plan is officially adopted by the County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board then adopted by the County Legislature followed by State Ag and Markets. Planning Advisory Board members Todd Bittner, Mina Amundsen and David Herrick volunteered to provide guidance to the efforts of the Tompkins County Farmland and Agricultural Protection Plan update.    

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported on the success of the Comprehensive Plan meetings and noted the helpful comments and feedback received.   The Old Library Committee is in the process of interviewing Request for Expression of Interest respondents. A July meeting will be scheduled to determine which respondents will be invited to submit Requests for Proposal for the Old Library site.   The feasibility study for relocating the Department of Transportation residency is moving along. The responses for the Requests for Proposal to consultants to conduct the study are due tomorrow. The Steering Committee will be reviewing the responses and are hopeful to have a consultant on board to conduct the study in July.   Letters of support have been requested on behalf of the Cleaner Greener Communities program applications. The Town of Ulysses requested a grant in order to update zoning in accordance with Comprehensive Plan , the 20/30 District for Downtown requested a planning grant to create districts that are going to net zero carbon footprint, Finger Lakes Reuse Center for redevelopment of their new facility, Fernando De Aragon and the County submitted an application for electronic vehicle infrastructure stations for the community, Chain work Districts put in 2 applications for planning and development, and an application for hydrogen fueling facility and purchase and operation of hydrogen buses for TCAT . Martha Armstrong added that the Tompkins County Area Development foundation requested a grant for a food incubation feasibility study.     

 	

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:55 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
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