12/3/14
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, December 3, 2014
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	E
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	E
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	P
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	P
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	P
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	A
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	P
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	P
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	E
	Human Services

	John Spence
	A
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	P
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	P
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Planning Administrator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Also in Attendance:  None.

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:06AM.

Approval of Minutes from September 24, 2014 and October 22, 2014 – Fernando DeAragon made the motion to approve the minutes from September 24, 2014, seconded by Dick Coogan. Andy Zepp made the motion to approve the minutes from October 22, 2014 seconded by Fernando DeAragon with the exceptions of lines 100, to remove “repairing”, and replace with “riparian” and line 64, to remove “minimum”, and replace with “median”. Both meeting minutes from meeting’s September 24th and October 22nd were approved by unanimous vote. Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

Discussion on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan Draft Update – Ed Marx opened the discussion by asking members to focus on any suggestions of substantive changes to the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan. 

Members discussed a number of suggestions including: making reference to the Tompkins County Mission and Vision Statements in the introduction; referencing other items such as the workforce strategy and the county-wide water and sewer study in the discussion of Coordination with other Planning Efforts; making the Overarching Principles section  consistent with the rest of the table of contents   And providing subheadings for the Overarching Principles Section, for example, to highlight Initiatives.  
An executive summary was suggested in order to distinguish and prioritize the action items in the plan and was discussed as a possible addition to the plan after its adoption by the legislature. 

Economy Chapter:  A questions was raised regarding the meaning of “agricultural awareness” and there was discussion regarding the possibility of adding clarifying language about the important part that agriculture plays in the economy. Trade and local sectors was noted as needing additional information about how resources, including government incentives, flow to local businesses.  The importance of both public and private support for business services was discussed as being a critical part of the community infrastructure for economic development. A proposed addition to policy #3 on page 24 was made to include economic development agencies to read: “Work with economic development agencies and institutions of higher education to diversify and expand the local economy and enhance community vitality.”

Housing Chapter:  Members discussed the possibility of initiating a housing taskforce to ensure coordination and cooperation amongst agencies in order to manage the issue of affordable housing. Both the housing needs assessment and strategy was discussed as a way to further engage the broader housing community around the issues of barriers to housing development and potential future approaches. 

Transportation Chapter:  Members suggested adding “and additional opportunities” to the last Action item after park and ride.

Natural Resources Chapter:  Discussed needing more specific information to clarify when the strategies were developed and implemented. Staff explained that the “agricultural land referral program” is a way for farmers to conduct long term land management planning in order to determine what is most critical and the available alternate land uses. A suggested addition was to reference the Finger Lakes Trail and Emerald Necklace in the last action item in the chapter.

Water Resources Chapter:   Members suggested the need for more specific information regarding urban waterfront development and distinction between city or town development.  Aging infrastructure was mentioned as a contributor to concerns about drinking water.  Stormwater was identified as a main contributor to phosphorous loads in streams and the lake.  Members suggested adding an action item for the development of a strategic plan for stream bank and channel stabilization to help with the cost of maintenance and water quality issues.

Energy and GHG Emissions Chapter:  Members suggested that the taking action section needs specific goals and timelines. Staff noted that goals and timelines would be clarified in the completed Energy Roadmap. Explanations of renewable energy and carbon credits should be explained in the text.

Healthy Communities Chapter:   Members discussed a proposal to change the principle to include “and natural” environment but this was not agreed to.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Development Patterns Chapter:   Members discussed a proposal to change the principle to replace the word “concentrated” with the word “focused”. A suggested addition to the trends was that young adults are driving less and seeking to live in mixed use diverse areas. A possible additional action item was to create a county-wide plan for complete streets.

Vote to Approve the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan - Fernando DeAragon made the motion to approve the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan and recommend adoption to the County Legislature, seconded by Gay Nicholson. The Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan was approved by unanimous vote.

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on January 28, 2015

