PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD

Wednesday, March 28, 2007

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

615 WILLOW AVENUE

MINUTES
Members Present -- Dick Coogan, Rick Couture, Fernando de Aragon, Betty Falcao, John Gutenberger, Dave Herrick, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Martha Robertson, Monika Roth, John Spence, Michael Stamm, Scott Whitham, Fred Wilcox, Andy Zepp

Members Excused -- Dan Krall, Gay Nicholson

Others Present –Ed Marx (Commissioner of Planning & PW), Debbie Teeter (Cooperative Extension), Kathy Wilsea (Planning Dept.)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:04 AM by the Chair, Dick Coogan.  

Approval of Minutes – the draft minutes of 1/24/2007 were accepted as submitted.

Announcements – There were no announcements

Additions to the Agriculture Districts – Debbie Teeter pointed out correspondence and meeting minutes from dates since the last PAB meeting were included with the agenda.  Ed Marx said the County Legislature is waiting for PAB recommendations, and is expected to act on the resolution 4/4.  Prior approval of PAB was condition upon approval by the Village of Dryden.  Martha Robertson said Ken Miller, the owner of the property in the Village of Dryden, spoke at the public hearing on 3/20.  At the PDEQ meeting on 3/12, Martha moved to remove the Village parcels from the resolution before the committee, but there was no second.  She voted for the resolution as presented so it could proceed to the Legislature without being revisited at PDEQ.  She feels the municipality should have the right to oppose ag district additions.  Although the property could still be farmed and receive agriculture tax assessment, NYS Department of Ag & Markets has the right to trump Village law regarding properties in ag districts.  There was discussion on Mr. Miller’s prior removal of the parcels from the Ag District, possibilities for annexation of the property to the Town of Dryden, the unsuitability of the parcels for development because they are in the flood plain, and the fact that the property matches the possible future zoning of the area for open space.  Several members commented that they did not want to oppose the Village’s right to establish land use.  Debbie pointed out the official process is that the AFPB makes a recommendation to the County Legislature, but PAB and PDEQ comments are considered.  Andy Zepp moved to support the Village position and not recommend inclusion of the property in the ag district.  Fred Wilcox seconded and suggested we reiterate support for inclusion of the other parcels (Town of Lansing, Town of Dryden), as discussed at the January meeting.  Vote was 12 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain (Monika Roth).

PAB Business – Training for PAB Members:  There was discussion about whether or not training should be required for PAB members, possible topics of interest, and possible time slots.  Several members felt training would make them better informed, able to identify best practices, and lead to positive interaction with municipalities.  Meeting Schedule for 2007:  Ed expects to present the draft Forest Management Plan in April.  Staff will present the draft final reports for the three federally funded transportation studies in June (Route 13/366 Corridor, Waterfront Circulation, Walkability).  The Tompkins County Council of Governments is looking at the Housing Strategy, and if that is ready in May, PAB would meet for discussion.  PAB Committees:  Housing and Natural Features focus Areas are expected to continue as needed in 2007.  Andy suggested there might be a need for an ad hoc committee on NFFA/Agriculture/Open Space.  Scenic Resources is wrapped up as far as PAB input is concerned.  

Commissioner’s Report – Staff Changes/Impacts on Work Program:  The vacancy created by the resignation of Heather Filiberto is being filled by the arrival of Jeanne Leccese next week.  Jeanne will not have exactly the same responsibilities.  Crystal Buck is leaving TCPD at the end of June, and Kate Hackett is leaving during the summer.  Joan Jurkowich, Katie Borgella and Ed are reviewing the TCPD Work Program.  Ed expects some delays, but focus will remain on priorities.  Dooley Kiefer expressed support for someone with specific water resources expertise.  Capital Reserve Fund:  The County funding contribution toward the Babcock tract was passed by the County Legislature.  CU Master Plan:  TCPD submitted a letter of comments, which were mostly very supportive.  They encourage nodal neighborhood in the East Hill Plaza area, which could have more residential in the mixed use.  Bolton Estates Cayuga Lakeshore Protection Project:  Ed is working with Andy Zepp and the Village of Lansing to explore protection for scenic cliff area in a subdivision proposal near Bolton Point intake.  The site may contain some extremely rare plant species.  Housing Strategy:  This is being presented to municipalities and agencies.  Although there is some tweaking of the language, the core recommendations remain as reviewed by PAB.  Ed hopes the Council of Governments will endorse it for a community strategy, then focus can turn to getting it to work through zoning, funding programs, and land trusts.  Martha Robertson says she doesn’t see municipalities on board for this yet, and she feels it is urgent.  Ed said the City and Town of Ithaca and the Town of Lansing are primary targets for affordable housing.  They are generally supportive and would meet most of the need, then villages could follow.  

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on April 25, 2007.
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