PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

615 WILLOW AVENUE

draft MINUTES
Members Present -- Dick Coogan, Rick Couture, Fernando de Aragon, Betty Falcao, Gay Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Monika Roth, Fred Wilcox, Andy Zepp

Members Excused -- Dan Krall, John Spence, Scott Whitham,
Members Absent -- John Gutenberger, Dave Herrick, Michael Stamm,

Others Present – Crystal Buck (TCPD), Joan Jurkowich (TCPD), Jeanne Leccese (TCPD), Ed Marx (Commissioner of Planning & PW), Kathy Wilsea (TCPD)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM by the Chair, Dick Coogan.  

Announcements – Andy Zepp announced the Finger Lakes Land Trust has acquired 36 acres of Town of Caroline wetlands with the Upper Susquehanna Coalition.  Fernando de Aragon said a workshop on trails will take place at the Chamber of Commerce on 5/10 at 8 AM.  Betty Falcao said anyone interested in impacts of the NYS budget on health and human services programs can attend a meeting with Barbara Lifton on 5/4 at noon at Longview.  Joan Jurkowich announced the Tompkins County Homeownership Program will soon be holding its 250th closing, and members should watch for information on a celebration.  

Draft Forest Management Plan – Crystal Buck said the consultant will give a presentation on this draft at the PDEQ meeting on May 14th.  The Plan is about stewardship for County forest lands, obtaining Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification for the County forest lands, and providing a model for other landowners.  This is a thirty year plan, and is intended to be a living document with updates every five years.  Page 3 has goal statements.  Management considerations were incorporated into the plan for each lot.  Management activities include supporting regeneration of hardwood.  Management will begin on five County lots this year.  In response to questions, Crystal acknowledged there is a shortfall in this document on invasive species.  Income from harvesting will pay for the consultant fees, with excess funds suggested to go to the Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic and Recreational Resource Protection.  The County hopes to show the public that there is economic viability in small lots.  The certifying forester may later work with a group of other landowners.  Although DEC can produce forest management plans, they told TCPD they didn’t have enough staff to work on a plan for County lands, and would not provide ongoing stewardship.  Monika Roth said property owners were surveyed by Cooperative Extension last year, and the resulting database is not complete yet.  They did not ask about management plans, but did ask if property owners are using timber they are growing.  Andy stressed the importance of addressing invasive species, informing the public of the possibility of invasives moving in when timber is cleared (cleared ground and temporary access areas), and the danger that citizens will view the County steps to control invasive species as recommended action for all property owners.  Crystal said, as a model, the plan is about interacting with a professional forester.  Ed said, as part of the County’s sustainability efforts, information on the forestry management plan will accessible for landowners, and economics will be tracked for review.  Betty suggested a cover memo or introduction could frame the plan for the public, and thought actions need some kind of independent, periodic review.  Crystal said DEC provided references for the forester.

Indicators Report – Ed said this is the first edition of an annual report that will track measurable progress of the Comprehensive Plan.  Data must be public information, reliable, available on an ongoing basis.  Meaningful data will develop over time.  

TCPD Staffing – Ed introduced Jeanne Leccese, a new Planner for the County.  Scott Doyle will start 4/30 and one more staff person will be recruited.  Job tasks are being shifted around to match the skills of new staff.

Commissioner’s Report – Tonight an open house will be held in Dryden on the 13/366 Corridor Plan.  Varna was expected to become a node for development, but they found limited opportunities.  Emphasis shifted closer to NYSEG.  The Village of Dryden also has potential for further development and infill.  Route 366 has a high accident rate when compared to similar NYS routes, and safety issues could spread to Route 13 if left unaddressed.  Yesterday Ed attended a workshop on the Cornell University Master Plan.  He saw that they implemented many of the Planning Department comments, probably because they are popular concepts.  The revised plan will be on the CU website soon.  

Approval of Minutes – Two changes were made to the minutes.  Amended minutes moved by Monika Roth, seconded by Fred Wilcox and accepted by voice vote.

Adjournment – The next meeting is scheduled for May 23 (subsequently cancelled).  Today’s meeting was adjourned at 10:25 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on June 27, 2007.
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