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draft MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Mina Amundsen
	E
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	E
	Economic Development

	Michelle Berry
	
	At-Large

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Will Burbank
	P
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	E
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	P
	Business

	Fernando deAragon
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	P
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	P
	Local Planning (urban)

	Gay Nicholson
	E
	At-Large



	Name
	
	Representation

	Monika Roth
	P
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	P
	Human Services

	John Spence
	
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	P
	Built Environment Design

	Scott Whitham
	P
	Cultural & Historic Pres.

	Andy Zepp
	
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Principal Planner




Call to Order – Neither the Chair nor the Vice-Chair were able to attend the meeting. Rob Steuteville was selected by the members present to chair the meeting. The meeting was called to order at 9:10 AM by the Chair, Rob Steuteville.  There were no changes to the agenda.

Comprehensive Plan Scoping Outreach Strategy. Joan Jurkowich distributed a draft of the outreach survey for scoping the Comprehensive Plan. The members completed the survey and discussed changes to the strategy. Among the changes discussed were: including a description of the County’s role in planning; including more about what the purpose of a comprehensive plan is; taking the opportunity to educate survey takers on the planning process; providing more information on the topics covered in the existing chapters; asking a question about neighborhoods; asking about additional potential chapters (air resources, green infrastructure, planning for an aging population); and re-structuring the survey to make it easier to complete without ‘jumping’ between pages. It was recognized that the survey will not be a scientific survey in that there will be no random selection of persons to take the survey and, as such, the results will only provide a guide to the priorities of the public.
 
CFA Applications Submitted from Tompkins County Organizations. Ed Marx led a discussion of some of the CFA applications that had been submitted from various agencies and organizations in Tompkins County. Rob Steuteville reported on an application submitted by Better! Cities and Towns on behalf of the City and Town of Ithaca for Cleaner Greener Communities funding to draft a form-based zoning code based on a community planning vision that incorporates Smart Growth principles. In response to questions, Rob noted that the Village of Cayuga Heights would be welcome to participate and that the application requested $400,000 in funding.

Katie Borgella reported on two applications that she supported. One was by the Town of Ithaca, in partnership with the Towns of Caroline, Danby, and Ulysses, for $70,000 from NYSERDA to draft a home energy rating and disclosure ordinance that would require energy audits prior to selling residences. Katie also reported on the Southern Tier Bulk Pellet Infrastructure application by Cornell Cooperative Extension for the eight-county region. The project requested $1.6 million towards a $2.2 million project to develop a bulk pellet distribution system.

Ed Marx reported on three other capital project requests from Tompkins County to the Cleaner Greener Program he was aware of: Energize Ithaca which would install combined heat and power systems in downtown Ithaca, Cornell to transform Tower Road and East Avenue into complete streets, and Living Building Ithaca for construction of a building on East State Street.

Other non-Cleaner Greener funding requests include a County and City application to the feasibility of study moving the NYSDOT facility from the waterfront to the Village of Dryden; a joint Binghamton University/Cornell/Corning application for a business incubator in Ithaca to link high tech and higher education; an application for a Farm to Bistro project from TC3; and TCAT’s ‘What’s a Bus Stop’ application to improve bus stops.

Commissioner’s Report. Ed Marx reported that Kathy Wilsea had retired and that the Department had hired Mary Lou Szabol to take on some of her duties. She will work afternoons so, for the time being, other Planning Department staff would take minutes of PAB meetings.

Ed also reported on two public meetings held about the Biggs Property residential project noting the top concerns expressed were the concentration of affordable housing on West Hill, traffic, and crime. The Board of Realtors has submitted an application for funding to develop a park and ride facility in the County. Ed also reported (1) Solarize Tompkins Southeast approached the County to expand their campaign county-wide; (2) MEGA was bringing a resolution to the Legislature to put out an RFP for PV solar, farm waste to energy, and micro-hydro that would be available to municipal members of MEGA; (3) the Department submitted a budget request that would move existing planning staff to 40 hours, provide matching funds for projects that move forward the County’s energy strategy, provide funding for the update of the Comprehensive Plan; and provide matching funds for the application for state funds to relocate the NYSDOT maintenance facility.

Approval of Minutes from  June 26, 2013–  Final minutes are available on the Planning Department website:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under Advisory Boards.

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Jurkowich, Deputy Commissioner of Planning
Tompkins County Planning Department
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