PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD

Wednesday, September 26, 2007

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

615 WILLOW AVENUE

MINUTES
Members Present -- Dick Coogan, Rick Couture, Fernando de Aragon, Betty Falcao, John Gutenberger, Dave Herrick, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Gay Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Monika Roth, Fred Wilcox, Andy Zepp

Members Excused --  Dan Krall, Scott Whitham
Members Absent --  John Spence, Michael Stamm

Others Present –Katie Borgella (Planning Dept.), Joan Jurkowich (Planning Dept.), Ed Marx (Commissioner of Planning & Public Works), Leslie Schill (Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (Planning Dept.)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:03 AM by the Chair, Dick Coogan.  Introductions were made around the room.

Announcements – Betty Falcao announced the Human Services Coalition’s Annual Meeting will be held on 12/3 at 3 PM with a speaker on universal health care.

Reports on Transportaion, Community and System Preservation Grant Program Projects –Ed Marx said these three studies were conducted with federal grant funds, and the two of the draft plans being discussed today are available on the Planning Department website, the corridor study under transportation choices, and the walkability study under community planning.  Route 13-366 Corridor Study:  Ed reported on the Route 13-366 Corridor Study, how it was organized, what was studied and results that are in the draft final plan.  The study showed significant delays at intersections, both in the analysis and in the public comments.  The intersection of 13 and 366 near NYSEG has an accident rate above the state average for its classification.  The survey showed that area residents valued natural landscapes, rural land, and well designed urban landscapes.  Concerns voiced at the public meetings included vehicle speed, access, the two intersections of 13 and 366, protecting the character of Varna, lack of sidewalks, and possibility of a bypass.  The study examined existing growth patterns and opportunities for nodal development.  The best opportunity appears to be in a linear area east of NYSEG, and impact assessment by the consultant showed significant benefits of nodal development over just letting development happen.   Nodal development would also reduce the number of vehicle miles per day throughout the Town.  They hope to get NYS Dept of Transportation to eliminate the passing lane in Varna, put in sidewalks, and redesign the 13-366 intersection by NYSEG to a roundabout.  The plan proposed zoning changes, which the Town is considering.  The Village has recently approved some subdivisions that are similar to the nodal development suggested in the plan.  Planning Board chairs were part of the study team and were charged with interacting with their boards.  The recommendations from this study are applicable to any similar road.  

Northeast Waterfront Circulation:  Joan Jurkowich reported on this study which addressed the area bounded by Cayuga Inlet, Route 13/Fulton St. to Buffalo/Dey streets, and includes the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Farmers Market.  Currently there are only five access points:  Dey St for bikes and pedestrians, 3rd Street, Cascadilla Street (stops at railroad), Court Street (really a private entrance by railroad crossing) and the private driveway from Buffalo Street.  Barriers to use are the railroad, large power lines, difficulty for pedestrians at Route 13, lack of connection of the access points, and dead ends.  Future land use might be development, move of DOT and redevelopment of that site, expansion of the Farmers Market, development of Carpenter Business Park, and boat houses.  Ideas that were discussed included finding DOT amenable to changing the character to an urban entry with bikeways, sidewalks, landscaping.  DOT is not supportive of creating another access point.  It was assumed that the City of Ithaca project to improve pedestrian crosswalks at 3rd and Dey streets will proceed.  The plan recommends these improvements:  look at 3rd Street and Cascadilla Street for creating turning lanes and improving signal timing; transfer the railroad crossing at Court Street to Cascadilla Street, then extend Carpenter Park road to Buffalo Street; and move the DOT road next to railroad tracks and leave the rest for waterfront.  The consultant also concluded that while development can’t occur under the utility lines, the space could be used for parking.  If Andree Petroleum relocates, the road could be moved.  The study tried to stay away from dealing with Waterfront Trail issues, but the parking idea would benefit them, too.  Creating a road through the area could open it up for a bus route.  Gay Nicholson commented that cities seem to be anticipating the future and forcing some transportation changes through policy, although it takes decades to effect the change.  Joan said traffic projections in the report don’t include a shift to pedestrian traffic or bus/pedestrian combinations.  

Walkability in Trumansburg & NE Town of Ithaca:  Katie Borgella reported that a goal of this study was to develop a survey tool for communities to assess the missing links in their communities.  Working with Stan-Tec and Rick Manning, walkability surveys were developed, steering committees were formed in the communities, and neighborhoods were explored on foot.  Surveys assessed ease of use, specific routes, conditions, interaction with other modes of travel, comfort, safety, presence of crosswalks and their locations.  Workshops were held in both communities where participants were trained to conduct the surveys and some areas were walked.  Survey responses showed most concern for lack of infrastructure and speed of vehicles.  Goals of the study are to build on current initiatives, improve school routes for children, work for crosswalks at intersections, and work for recreational walking loops.  In the Northeast area, recommendations include traffic calming, improvements to recreations trail, explore more connectors on the east side of Warren Road, and having the Town form a greenways task force.  Although not in the study area, the consultants recommend a traffic/pedestrian evaluation for Community Corners.  In Trumansburg, the Main Street project is completing but has no links to neighborhoods; citizens were divided about continued use of slate sidewalks; most respondents walk in the street; and there was interest in recreation loops.  Priorities are schools, building more sidewalks, extending the Main Street sidewalks to the Seneca Road trailer park; improving parking and streetscape on Elm Street by the Ulysses Town Hall; develop/enforce maintenance and repair policies; and form a greenways committee.  Katie noted the federal government is instituting a Safe Routes to Schools grant program, to be administered by the states. Having these plans completed means the communities are in a good position to apply for funding.  

Conservation Plan Update – Ed Marx said a final draft of the plan is on the Planning Department website.  He characterized it as a roadmap for protection.

Commissioner’s Report – Ed reported the Planning Department received a $600,000 grant to continue the First Time Homeownership Program.  An RFP for the Route 96 Corridor Study will go out at the end of this week.  City of Ithaca development projects are not all coming into TCPD for 239 reviews.  He voiced concern with the Goodyear store being built by Buttermilk Falls State Park and the Starbucks drivethrough.  The County’s budget process has begun, and the Planning Department presentation will be next week.  

Approval of Minutes – This was postponed because a quorum was no longer present.

Announcements – Katie Borgella announced the Scenic Resources Inventory is receiving an award from the American Society of Landscape Architects.

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on January 23, 2008.
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