
February 27, 2006

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (16):  John Andersson, Liz Cameron (Associate), Bret Garwood, Barry Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, David Morey, Steve Penningroth (Associate), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley (Associate), Paul Tunison 

Members Excused (7):  Jim Dennis, Kate Hackett, Doug McEver, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Tania Schusler, Cathy Valentino, Linda Wagenet

Members Absent (3):  Scott Cook (Ex-Officio), Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (1):  Meghan Murphy (Community Science Institute)

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:19 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  John Andersson suggested some changes to the minutes, which were accepted.  Last sentence of Chair’s Report becomes:  “John Andersson suggested a presentation by Cayuga County Health Dept. on the individual sewage system maintenance program in Cayuga County.”  And his Announcement becomes:  “John Andersson said the Health Dept. is working on a project with ITS to add wastewater system records to the County’s GIS maps.”  Amended minutes moved by Barry Goodrich, seconded by Roxy Johnston and adopted by unanimous voice vote.

Water Quality Monitoring in Cayuga Lake – Roxy Johnston provided an update on phosphorus and sediment concentrations from select tributaries and water quality monitoring in Cayuga Lake.  She had provided information last year on the first year of the study, which was larger and funded by an EPA grant.  In 2005, the City’s Water & Sewer Dept. and the Soil & Water Conservation District carried on scaled down monitoring, but used the same format so data could be compared and contrasted.  Parameters were unchanged – suspended sediment and total phosphorus and soluble reactive phosphorus, hydrolab, total coliforms and E coli, turbidity and discharge from tributaries.  Cayuga Lake total phosphorus levels continue to be below the NYS guidance value.  Correlation between sediment and total phosphorus continues to behave in a similar fashion.  In 2004, E Coli presence was positively related to storm flow, but was not as clear in 2005.  Yawger, Salmon and Taughannock Creeks have the highest nitrate levels, but all are below the drinking water standard.  Cayuga Lake stays the same.  At the end of 2004, partners identified nine future and ongoing ideas, six of which occurred in 2005 and three of which did not occur.  

Discussion of 2005-2006 WRC Workplan – Regarding the Wetlands Committee’s suggested additions, the Wetlands Committee might call upon volunteers and/or the Education Committee if they find they need help.  Goal IV, Objective 3, second bullet re website was suggested to be moved to VI for all committees: As information becomes available, consider adding to the website.  Goal IV, Objective 3, first bullet – Nick will rewrite it and submit to Dooley and Kate.  The committee’s intention was to provide a snapshot of materials currently available.  Copies of suggestions from the Recreation Committee were distributed.  Acceptance of the intent of the changes was moved by Roxy Johnston, seconded by Dan Karig.  

Goal VI, Objective 1, bullet 4 was suggested to move to Goal III, Objective 2 and become new bullet 2, using brochures in reference to both boating brochures.  The other two suggestions from the Recreation Committee were inserted at the end of Goal VI.  Any other comments should be sent to Kate Hackett, and Kate will also change around target dates to 2006-2007.  Today’s changes passed by unanimous voice vote.  

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett’s written report was distributed.

Chair’s Report – New committee lists and member contact sheets were distributed.  Dan Konowalow has agreed to apply for reappointment to the Agriculture seat, although he will not be able to attend during the growing season.  The Economic Development (voting), NYS Parks & Recreation (ex-officio) and US Fish & Wildlife (ex-officio) seats remain vacant.  Darby Kiley will provide some information at our next meeting on Salt Point in Lansing.  Cindy Schulte has asked to become an associate member of WRC.  Kathy Wilsea will ask her to provide an updated application for the Nominating Committee to review.  

Committee Reports – Recreation:  Dan Karig reported they met to review the Workplan and he will continue as chair.  Grants:  Craig Schutt said they met to discuss the 06-07 FLLOWPA grants.  He attended a lobby day in Albany, and it sounded like we can expect positive support.  They have asked FLLOWPA for some funds to help with revamping the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program and analysis of gaps in monitoring laws.  They hope to take WRC on a Floating Classroom trip as a means to increase support for that program, and also get some money for printing costs for the boating brochures.  Also on the wish list are funds for aquifer studies and Wetlands Committee studies.  Frank Proto said Senator Seward it trying to get some member item money for the Danby aquifer study.  Lake Source Cooling:  Roxy Johnston said they will review a position statement at their next meeting.  Water Monitoring:  Paul Tunison said they will meet next Monday with Art Lembo to examine some options for sites.  Wetlands: Nick Schipanski reported they continue to review stormwater laws, and right now are looking at them for the Town of Caroline.  They informed the Stormwater Group that these reviews are available.  Last week the Supreme Court heard a case on jurisdiction over wetlands, and the ruling will be of interest.  

Announcements – Dooley Kiefer said she is interested in the presentation tomorrow night at the Finger Lakes Institute on Finger Lakes water quality, but she in unable to attend.  Darby Kiley and Roxy Johnston will be attending and will provide information at the March WRC meeting.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:53 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on March 20, 2006.






Tompkins County


Water Resources Council








PAGE  
2

