
March 20, 2006

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (18):  Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Steve Maybee (Tompkins County Health Dept. alternate), Doug McEver, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), David Morey, Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley (Associate), Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino, Linda Wagenet 

Members Excused (5):  John Andersson, Liz Cameron (Associate), Bret Garwood, Roxy Johnston, Tania Schusler

Members Absent (3):  Scott Cook (Ex-Officio), Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (3):  Dan Konowalow, Lucia Tyler, Melissa Yearick

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:18 PM.  He welcomed Dan Konowalow, who is re-applying for the WRC Agriculture seat.    

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Dan Karig asked to speak, and it will be added to Announcements/Other Business.  The draft minutes of February 27 were moved by Dan Karig, seconded by Darby Kiley and accepted with no changes.

Wetlands Projects in the Upper Susquehanna Coalition – Melissa Yearick, the Wetlands Coordinator for the Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC), was present to talk about their efforts in the region.  USC works with the Chesapeake Bay watershed in New York State.  19% of Tompkins County is in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Because the Chesapeake Bay is considered an impaired waterbody, total maximum daily load (TMDL) limits may be imposed in 2011, although that plan is currently blocked by a lawsuit.  To protect wetlands, USC has a multiple barrier approach that includes headwaters, landscape, stream corridors, and floodplain.  Programmatically they work through education, conservation, and regulation.  Wetland protection is important because NYS lost 60% of its wetlands from the 1780s through the 1980s.  Currently USC wetland projects are funded by five grants and one congressional appropriation: EPA 5-Star Wetlands Restoration Grant, 2004 EPA Wetland Program Development Grant, EPA Targeted Watershed Initiative, DEC Non-Ag funding, and Chesapeake Bay Protection funding.  Projects include building an educational boardwalk through a restored wetland, creating a database of vernal pools, building vernal pools, restoration and construction of 245 acres of wetlands, creation of a database of protected and restored wetlands, and municipal outreach.  Vernal pools are small and seasonal, and serve as homes for amphibians.  If vernal pools can be identified and the landowners educated, the landowners usually protect the pools.  While they are breeding grounds for mosquitoes, most people respect the insects as food for salamanders.  When working with the towns, USC finds them supportive of USC work and interested in mapping their resources and providing stewardship.  USC works with the Stormwater Regulations Phase II communities of Southport and Spencer.  Contracts with landowners are patterned after U S Fish & Wildlife Service.  Most landowners are interested in retaining wetlands for wildlife.  Built wetlands are supposed to be monitored by NRCS, but there is no defined monitoring system.  The vernal pool protection program requires no match, but Melissa noted that no funds go directly to landowners.  Projects are sometimes partnered with NRCS.  Property converted to wetlands can become recreational instead of agricultural assessment, so there is no reduction of property taxes.  Jim Curatolo of USC is seeking grant money for restoration of ponds.  Melissa welcomes questions and can be contacted at melissa@u-s-c.org or 734-1915. 

Jim Dennis took a moment to introduce Lucia Tyler, a member of the Ulysses Town Board who will serve as their liaison.  

Salt Point Restoration Project (Town of Lansing) – Darby Kiley said the area under discussion is the northern delta where Salmon Creek meets Cayuga Lake.  It has been a DEC conservation area since the 1960s.  Salt was produced here by drying brine that was drawn from wells.  Eventually the buildings burned, and the area is rubble now.  DEC just signed a cooperative agreement for management, which should be ready in a few months.  A management plan is being drafted, and will have a public comment period.  The property will be leased to the Town for 25 years.  Some of the ideas include providing parking by the entrance, limited vehicle access, walking trails, revegetation, removal of invasive plant species, and boat launching for non-motorized vessels.  Informational kiosks are planned that will include history and maps of old foundations.  Frank suggested learning about Tompkins County Strategic Tourism Planning Board grants.  Darby said they are trying for some Erie Canal funding for a bridge to connect Salt Point and Meyers Point, which is south of Salmon Creek. 

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett distributed the final draft of the Work Plan.  She claimed she missed us last month while she was on vacation.  NYS is considering protecting wetlands that are one acre or larger in size, and that draft bill is A2048.  She provided updates on minigrant projects:  Levels 4 & 5 are ready for their construction phases.  These include the Green Resources Hub, roof design and retrodesigned parking lot drainage on Cherry Street.  Level 7 funds will examine wastewater treatment systems, provide infrared imaging of Ulysses property for failing septic systems, and provide on-site training network for Tompkins County Environmental Health through a two-day workshop.  Because level 7 projects came in under budget, a project has been added to develop an interactive GIS database of septic systems in Tompkins County.  Nick Schipanski provided an update on Level 2 project.  He said the gap analysis for municipalities that must develop regulations for Phase II stormwater control show that none of the municipalities are up to the standards.  NYS and WRC have provided model laws.  Kate said Sharon Anderson of CLWN is handling solicitation for Round 8 grant funds to regulated MS4 communities and non-regulated communities.  Information is in the FYI folder on a regional stormwater trade show 3/30, and policies that have been developed by TCAT regarding use of the conference room we use for meetings.  The Planning Department is working on a Natural Features Focus Area (NFFA) project that examines 14 areas.  The current phase of this project is data analysis to better understand the functions of these areas.  The NFFAs have been divided into three groups, and WRC members will be informed of public meetings and how they can contribute.  Darby attended a presentation at the Finger Lakes Institute, and she reported that John Halfman focused on Seneca Lake because data has been collected for a few years, but in 2005 they began testing in others of the Finger Lakes, too.  They are conducting surface and deep water sampling.  More info is available from Roxy Johnston or at http://people.hws.edu/halfman/FL-lim/FL-Limnology.htm.

Chair’s Report – Frank Proto noted that WRC voted to approve the work Plan last month, but he encouraged members to check and let Kate Hackett know if the final draft is not accurate.  

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller said they are considering ways to present the data that were gathered in their survey of water purveyors.  They will do a presentation to WRC in the summer.  Recreation:  Dan Karig said they met last week and made job assignments.  The Inventory of Launch Sites brochure is drafted and they are seeking funds for printing.  He thought “fishing” access should be removed from the goal about the brochure development.  An inventory of municipalities that regulate dock size revealed that only the Town of Ithaca has something on the books.  Rick Manning of the trail organization wants the Inlet cleaned up while the water level is low.  4/9 has been set as a volunteer day, and Rick is seeking volunteers.  Grants:  Craig Schutt reported the FLLOWPA board met and approved the WRC’s request for Special Projects funding.  Lake Source Cooling:  Kate Hackett reported the committee is finalizing their recommendations and will bring them to the full WRC for discussion in April.  Water Monitoring:  Paul Tunison said they are having discussions about where to house the Manifold webpage.  

Announcements/Other Business – Lucia Tyler expressed interest in monitoring of Taughannock Creek, and was referred to Steve Penningroth.  Dan Karig reported that Luna Leopold died recently.  Dr. Leopold was an esteemed scientist who supported getting your feet wet and making measurements.  His book A View of the River is a valuable compendium that Dan used in the classroom.  

Adjournment -- Frank pointed out that our next meeting falls in school vacation break, and members who will be absent should let Kathy Wilsea know so their absences are excused.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:43 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on April 17, 2006.
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