
April 17, 2006

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (15):  John Andersson, Liz Cameron (Associate), Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Doug McEver, David Morey, Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley (Associate), Linda Wagenet

Members Excused (5):  Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino, Roger Yonkin

Members Absent (4):  Scott Cook (Ex-Officio), Jim Dennis, Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Tania Schusler

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (2):  Dan Konowalow, Lucia Tyler  
Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:21 PM.  Frank welcomed Lucia Tyler, who has applied for associate membership, and Dan Konowalow, who has applied for reappointment to the WRC Agriculture seat.  Introductions were made around the room.

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Dooley asked for discussion on whether or not the WRC is authorized to make recommendations on their own.  If time allows, this will be included with the Lake Source Cooling discussion.  The draft minutes of March 20, 2006 were moved by Roxy Johnston, seconded by Nick Schipanski and adopted by unanimous voice vote.

Discussion of Lake Source Cooling Monitoring Requirements – Frank said Ed Marx, Commissioner of Planning and Public Works, has said this letter has far-reaching implications, and thinks it is appropriate to inform the County Legislature’s PDEQ committee, and perhaps discuss it with the full Legislature.  Roxy Johnston discussed the committee’s work that led up to drafting of the letter, and how the comments were structured.  Changes were suggested in discussion, and a revised draft will be provided for discussion at the May WRC meeting.  The Committee found Cornell University to be much more responsive that they needed to be, and the level of communication was appreciated.  This is not part of a public comment period for permit renewal, so there is no specific timeframe.  EMC, City of Ithaca, Town of Ithaca, and the County Legislature provided resolutions to DEC in 2005 opposing the changes requested by Cornell.  Dooley Kiefer said EMC is authorized by their by-laws to comment directly to agencies, and has a broader education charge than does WRC.  EMC and WRC bylaws will be compared.  Dooley believes it inappropriate to have the WRC letter on Planning Department letterhead, since that gives the impression it is coming from the Planning Department, and Ed Marx shares that concern.  Revisions will be discussed next month.

Nominating Committee Recommendations – Linda Wagenet said the Nominating Committee recommends reappointment of Dan Konowalow to the Ag seat and appointment of Lucia Tyler to associate membership.  Appointment of Dan moved by Linda, seconded by Roxy, and passed by unanimous voice vote.  Appointment of Lucia moved by Linda, seconded by Roxy, and passed by unanimous voice vote.  Lucia’s application was available for review by members.  Frank announced the resignation of Bret Garwood.  Because he changed jobs, Bret feels he is no longer qualified to fill the Business and Industry seat on WRC.  The Economic Development seat is also vacant at this time.

Draft 2005 WRC Annual Report – Kate Hackett thanked committee chairs for submitting articles.  Information on minigrants needs to be added, and Dooley suggested rewording the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program item.  The Annual Report was accepted by consensus with those changes, and will go to PDEQ on Thursday.   

Chair’s Report – Frank announced our speaker at the May WRC meeting will be from the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network for a progress report on measuring pathogen spikes in the southern end of Cayuga Lake.  Draft WRC letterhead was passed around, and a style with the County seal was chosen.  

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett said the public comment period on the County’s renewal of their stormwater discharge SPDES permit was held at the beginning of a WRC meeting last year, and asked if there was any opposition to doing that again this year.  No one objected.  Cayuga County is continuing to try to get DEC to place controls on the Village of Groton wastewater treatment plant.  Kate has talked to the Village clerk and makes sure they are informed.  Post cards on the public meetings on the Natural Features Focus Areas were mailed to WRC members last week.  Lucia Tyler said the Town of Ulysses would like WRC input on their planned water district by Taughannock Creek.  This will be moving forward before the NFFA meeting series gets to Ulysses.  Earth Day will be celebrated 4/23 at the Farmers Market.  Water Week will be celebrated 5/5 – 5/6, also at the Farmers Market.  There are several training opportunities in the FYI folder.

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  They will be meeting next month and expect to give a full report to the WRC July meeting.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig reported they will be meeting next week.  There was a cleanup held last week of the Inlet, which was organized by Rick Manning of the Waterfront Trail.  Dan would like to write an op-ed article on the need for cleanups.  Copies of the two brochures developed by the committee were available for distribution.  Grants:  Craig Schutt placed information in the FYI folder for recent grant notices.  SWCD will administer $569,742 of the $5.3 million awarded statewide from EPF monies for Ag Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control.  Also, FLLOWPA awarded $11,000 for phosphorus studies in the southern basin of Cayuga Lake.  SWCD received a state award for participation in the Barrile stream bank restoration project.  The project involved lots of collaboration and many contributors.  Craig’s staff member, Jerry Verrigni, received a division award for outstanding service to landowners.  Craig passed around photos of a mudslide in Groton, which he referred to as a mini-disaster.  Raffle tickets to support the Envirathon are available.  Wetlands:  Nick said they will meet on Thursday.  

Announcements/Other Business – Linda Wagenet said the fact sheets developed from the McIntyre-Stennis project are being printed with funding from SWCD & FLLOWPA, and will then be distributed.  Frank Proto reminded members to submit comments on the Annual Report and the letter on Lake Source Cooling to Kate Hackett by Wednesday.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on May 15, 2006.
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