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May 15, 2006

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (18):  John Andersson, Liz Cameron (Associate), Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), David Morey, Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Paul Tunison, Lucia Tyler (Associate), Cathy Valentino, Roger Yonkin

Members Excused (4):  Dan Konowalow, Doug McEver, Mary Shelley (Associate), Linda Wagenet

Members Absent (4):  Scott Cook (Ex-Officio), Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Tania Schusler, Bud Shattuck

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (12):  Sharon Anderson, Adam Beckwith, Diane Beckwith, Sarah Beckwith, Michael Gifford, Janet Hawkes, Ruthanna Hawkins, Jacob Krall, John Mawdsley, Sarah Meyer, Ruth Richardson, Rami Zahr  

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:17 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The draft minutes of April 17th were moved by John Andersson, seconded by Barry Goodrich.  Roger Yonkin’s attendance was moved from Absent to Excused.  Minutes were adopted by voice vote.

Annual Report for Tompkins County’s Stormwater Permit – Kate Hackett said Tompkins County is required to get a SPDES permit for stormwater discharge and provide a forum for addressing questions from the public.  There were no visitors who had questions or comments on the SPDES permit.  

Preliminary Investigation of Pathogens in the Southern End of Cayuga Lake – Ruthanna Hawkins, educator for the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, was present with Rami Zahr, Michael Gifford, and Jacob Krall, members of Student Engineers for a Sustainable World.  These Cornell University students have been working on this project with Ruthanna for two semesters.  They have been examining the southern end of Cayuga Lake due to prior data on coliform test levels being higher than generally acceptable for recreational usage.  In a retrospective study of papers, they have also tried to organize publications into one searchable database of all past and present titles on the watershed, and to date have worked with the CU library system listings.  Another aspect of classwork has been to organize a Manifold database of information from the City of Ithaca Waste Water Treatment Plant and the Tompkins County Health Department.  This database has a query system for date ranges ad locations.  

The coliform data has been assembled into graphs for three different sites (Ithaca Yacht Club, Stewart Park, Myers Point) on the same timeline.  Comparison to precipitation records is also available, although rain might be isolated to the Game Farm Road weather station where records are taken.  Potential future work with this information could be for microbial source tracking.  Two types of study were chosen:  antibiotic resistance analysis and amplified fragment length polymorphism, which involves DNA extraction.  

During member comments, John Andersson warned that the samples gathered by the Health Department were taken near shore for swimming water tests.  Nick Schipanski suggested  Steve Penningroth as a source of more data.  Lucia Tyler asked if the geese population affects the coliform data, and Ruthanna said research has shown smaller impact than expected.  Kate Hackett asked about the costs of running the antibiotic resistance and DNA fragment tests.  The DNA kit is expensive, and two samples are needed for comparison.  Todd Miller asked if the wind is part of the weather that affects coliform levels, ad Ruthanna said yes, and they are trying to get wind records from the weather stations, too.  Ruthanna will send a digital file of today’s slides to Kate Hackett.

Discussion of Lake Source Cooling Monitoring Requirements – Frank Proto said examination of bylaws and the charge of WRC as the Water Quality Steering Committee show that WRC has the right to comment to DEC.  Roxy Johnston said she received a few comments after the April WRC meeting that led to a minor change.  A few changes were made at today’s meeting.  The letter will be mailed to DEC and the copies will also include members of the Tompkins County Legislature’s PDEQ committee. 

Linda Wagenet was not able to attend today, but sent the fact sheets developed from the MacIntyre-Stennis study, which were distributed by Roxy.   Copies were also distributed of the new Network publication, Smart Steps for Clean Water.

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett has received a draft letter from Mary Shelley and the Recreation Committee supporting regulations of docks in the Town of Ithaca.  Dan Karig said this is a position letter to support the Town of Ithaca’s effort and get other municipalities to consider.  If the draft is completed, it will be on the June WRC agenda.  Kate reminded members that the Natural Features Focus Areas meetings will conclude next week.  The Planning Department will have a public meeting on Scenic Resources 6/8 at the Women’s Community building.  The WRC Annual Report was presented to PDEQ members at their April meeting by Roxy Johnston.  Roxy also discussed highlights of WRC work last year.  Kate passed around the preferred new WRC letterhead design in case members wanted to suggest changes.  A new WRC contact list was also distributed.

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller reported the committee is polishing their presentation for WRC, which will be on next month’s agenda.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig said they started their review of dock specifications at their last meeting.  Following the Ithaca Times dredging issue, the committee will examine where spoils are disposed of and will examine philosophies on dredging.  The City’s idea for disposing of dredge spoils by Stewart Park is not acceptable to DEC, according to Dan’s conversation with one of DEC’s environmental engineers.  Kate Hackett said Leadership Tompkins is examining the dredging issue, and she had a phone conversation with Michael Culotta on the subject.  As a followup to the recent discussion at EMC on dredging, Roger Yonkin provided a written summary to Dan for the committee’s use.  Dan sent a letter to the Ithaca Journal on the need for Inlet cleanups.  Boating brochures are being distributed throughout the County.  Education:  Roxy Johnston reported that the Water Week celebration went well and had a good turnout.  She had recently offered information by email to members on a tour of City utility facilities, and said they will probably offer that again in the fall.  Grants:  Craig Schutt announced that a NYS Ag & Markets press release will go out tomorrow announcing over $500,000 in grants to Tompkins County.  Water Monitoring:  Paul Tunison reported they continue working with Art Lembo to get the Fall Creek and Sixmile Creek data up on the web.  Kate Hackett said she has been developing guidelines, application, and selection criteria for revamping the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program.  That will go to the Planning Advisory Board next week, PDEQ in June, and the Legislature in the fall for the budget cycle.  Wetlands:  Nick Schipanski said they will be visiting a wetland restoration site in Newfield on Thursday.  He will get information to all WRC members.  The committee will be discussing current controversies and construction methods as part of this field trip.  

Announcements/Other Business – Dooley Kiefer said she felt having WRC support draft NYS legislation on wetlands would be timely.  The Assembly passed their version, and she would like to have WRC express support for the Senate version.  She read a draft local resolution, which will be sent to WRC Wetlands and Executive Committee members.  Possible steps include having the WRC Executive Committee pass it and having Frank take it to the County Legislature on 6/6.  Darby Kiley announced there will be an event on 6/3 at Salt Point in Lansing as part of Canal Days.  She will send info by email.  Also, Sharon Anderson of the Network will work on a rain garden 6/10 at the Lansing Town Hall.  Visitors are welcome.  The rain garden is funded by a beautification grant from the County’s Strategic Tourism Planning Board and is a pilot for future presentations.  Frank Proto announced Ithaca is one of the best communities to live in according to a recent Kiplinger’s article.  

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on June 19, 2006.
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