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July 17, 2006

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (13):  John Andersson, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), David Morey, Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Mary Shelley (Associate), Lucia Tyler (Associate) 

Members Excused (7):  Liz Cameron (Associate), Jim Dennis, Roxy Johnston, Dan Konowalow, Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino, Linda Wagenet 

Members Absent (5):  Scott Cook (Ex-Officio), Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Tania Schusler, Bud Shattuck, Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (12):  Bruce Natale (Cayuga County Planning Dept.), Chuck Rankin (Village of Groton), Jim Shurtleff (Village of Groton)  

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:25 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – In addition to the presentation by Bruce Natale, representatives from the Village of Groton will have an opportunity to speak.  The draft minutes of June 19th were moved by John Andersson, seconded by Craig Schutt. A few small changes were made and the minutes were adopted by voice vote.

Phosphorous Levels in Owasco Lake – Bruce Natale, Chair of the Cayuga County Water Quality Management Agency (WQMA), provided background information about the WQMA’s concerns regarding phosphorous in Owasco Lake and the permit renewal process for the Village of Groton wastewater treatment plant’s New York State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permit.  The WQMA offered to help pay for half of the start-up cost of a pilot phosphorus removal system for the Village.  Owasco Lake is wholly within Cayuga County, and the watershed is in three counties.  It has the largest watershed-to-volume ratio of the Finger Lakes, and the slowest flush.  When the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) responded to inquiries about increased levels of phosphorus in Owasco Lake in 2002, DEC thought farms were the source, and suggested addressing concerns about the Village’s wastewater treatment plant during the permit renewal process.  In 2005, WQMA compiled data and contacted DEC about including phosphorus treatment upgrades in the review items for the Villages’ permit approval.  If DEC renews the Village’s SPDES permit without requiring upgrades, the next opportunity to comment will be in 2011.  WQMA provided cost information about possible phosphorous treatment from the wastewater plants in Cayuga County, and recommended a $1,000 pump with chemical treatment for an estimated annual operating cost of $7,200 for the Village.  In a series of meetings, the WQMA offered to help pay up to $15,000 for startup.  The Village of Groton has hired an engineering company, C T Male, to conduct a bench scale pilot study.  A chart was provided with information from C T Male plus an estimate of effectiveness of a phosphorous removal system that uses ferrous sulfate (based on its use in Moravia).  Bruce said he wanted to provide information to WRC and answer any questions.  This summer, Cayuga County has added more monitoring on Owasco Lake.  

Jim Shurtleff, Public Works Director for the Village of Groton, said DEC first made Groton report in 1992 on a system that was built in 1963 and had three upgrades.  In 2000 the Village diverted Village resources to filtration of drinking water and they are now back to working on wastewater.  Chuck Rankin, Clerk/Treasurer/Administrator for the Village, said they were doing one capital project at a time.  DEC has the right to establish the conditions of the Village’s permit, and the Village will do what DEC says.  They are looking for grants to help with funding.  Kate Hackett asked if the causes of spikes were known.  Jim Shurtleff said some indications point to the fish farm, which is not required to have a SPDES permit.  Bruce Natale said New York State grant money went into the fish farm, and he placed the dates of three of the grants on the timeline, corresponding with increases in phosphorus discharges from the Villages’ wastewater treatment plantn.  John Halfman of the Finger Lakes Institute is doing the 2006 and 2007 summer testing, and DEC is also conducting some tests.  Kate Hackett asked if a cost benefit analysis would be done.  Jim Shurtleff said yes, and that information has to be provided to DEC.  Once DEC and the Village develop a consent order, the Village will have 30 days to implement it.  Dooley Kiefer asked when the background newspaper article was published.

Overview of Workplan for Wetlands Project Development Grant – Wetlands Committee Chair Nick Schipanski said the work will entail two parts: (1) pilot field assessment, including field survey next spring at a location to be determined.  Extra funding from FLLOWPA will extend the field survey.  (2) Analysis of existing regulations and what governments can do to protect wetlands.  He expects this to be completed by the end of winter.  Part of the field survey results will set up a characterization scheme for use by municpalities.  One of the main functions of wetlands is flood control.  Kate suggested contacting Ralph Tiner at the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) because he was one of her contacts when she was doing research prior to the submission of the grant application.  It was suggested that a member of the Aquifer Committee also serve on this, since wetlands can be important in aquifer recharge.  Kate suggested they also reference to the Unique Natural Area Database for information about surface water/groundwater interaction.  Lucia Tyler suggested contacting Barbara Bedford at Cornell, and maybe a graduate student will be available to help.  Kate said she just attended a grant workshop, where it was mentioned that Environmental Protection Fund money may be available in the fall for wetlands restoration so this is good timing.  

Chair’s Report – Frank stated Cornell University has begun preliminary discussions about Lake Source Cooling (LSC) monitoring sites and long-term monitoring in Cayuga Lake.  There was discussion of the LSC Committee continuing to meet, and how the scientific committee of the faculty works with the Planning, Design and Construction Office at Cornell University.  The WRC agreed to send a letter to Cornell University indicating the WRC’s interest in collaborating on this effort.

Coordinator’s Report – Kate announced the WRC will meet on August 21st for a trip on the Floating Classroom.  She has been talking with Dennis Montgomery and Bill Foster to plan the trip, which will include some water quality sampling and some discussion of dredging.  Kate attended a workshop this morning on grants, and learned that many New York State grants will be emphasizing habitat restoration and the need to include private landowners in restoration projects.  Another emphasis is waterfront revitalization through funding plans, construction projects, and community visioning.  The Cortland office of USFWS is the contact for fish habitat project funding from a FERC settlement of $24 million from the Hudson River contamination lawsuit.  Kate received notice that the pre-disaster mitigation grant application for Ludlowville flooding repair was not funded.  Todd Walters’ watershed engineering class wants to consider doing a capstone project there this fall, and his spring class is also looking for classroom projects.  In conversation, Dr. Walters also gave Kate a brief description of a septic system effectiveness test theorized to use pellets encoded with unique DNA, which is projected to be surprisingly cost effective.  He is also looking at runoff and stream capacity for prediction of flood events, and is getting a gradudate student involved in the project.  Dooley Kiefer said she was startled that he proposes to release DNA encoded pellets into the environment, and asked if he will get them all back.  Kate will try to learn more.

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller said the committee members are looking at what their next steps will be following the survey of water purveyors.  Public education and distribution of data gathered in their survey were suggested.  Recreation:  Dan Karig said they have been looking at dredging issues and the Town of Ithaca dock regulations.  He has examined the City’s grant application for a dredging plan.  The draft memo to the Town of Ithaca regarding boat dock regulations was reviewed.  Dan Karig moved to accept the amended memo to the Town, seconded by Kate and passed by unanimous voice vote.  Grants:  Craig Schutt said the State Legislature passed the requested increases in the Environmental Protection Fund, so FLLOWPA funding will increase.  FLLOWPA Special Projects funding also will increase.  FLLOWPA also has money for regional projects.  Craig expects we will grant $5,000 to Danby for their aquifer study.  Based on information from DEC, Craig expects a non-agriculture non-point source request for proposals in the fall.    

Announcements -- John Andersson reported the Tompkins County Health Department is requesting funding for a water well permit program.  Craig Schutt announced that in recognition of extensive damage from recent flooding, DEC Region 7 has issued a general permit for stream repairs.  Water quality restrictions are still in effect.  Copies of the permit are available from Craig.  Frank said Danby Fun Days provided lapel pins for participants in two designs depending on the watershed the resident resided in. 

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on October 16, 2006.
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