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September 18, 2006

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (11):  John Andersson, Liz Cameron (Associate), Barry Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Craig Schutt, Mary Shelley (Associate), Paul Tunison, Lucia Tyler (Associate), Cathy Valentino, Roger Yonkin 

Members Excused (10):  Jim Dennis, Kate Hackett, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, David Morey, Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Bud Shattuck, Linda Wagenet

Members Absent (4): Scott Cook (Ex-Officio), Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Dan Konowalow, Tania Schusler

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (1):  Linda Aarismaa

Vice-Chair Roxy Johnston called the meeting to order at 4:18 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The draft minutes of July 17th were not approved due to lack of a quorum.

Stream Restoration Projects in Tompkins County – Craig Schutt made a presentation on the project in Speedsville.  A resident contacted Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to ask what could be done to improve the stream bank.  The project is large, and included neighbors’ properties.  The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) was very interested because that portion of the stream provides trout habitat.  The project developed with SWCD and seven partners:  Tioga County SWCD, US Fish & Wildlife, DEC, Chesapeake Bay Small Watersheds program, Upper Susquehanna Coalition, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and Farm Service Administration.  Willow Creek and Boyer Creek are tributaries that flow into Owego Creek, and most of the restoration is in Owego Creek between the points where the two tributaries join the creek.  The project starts just south of Speedsville.  Streambed design was drafted by Carl Schwartz.  J-hooks were used in some locations, and crossvanes were incorporated to keep the stream centered and help develop pools.  Channel blocks were used to stop old meander paths and send the stream into a new path.  Quarried limestone rocks of up to three tons were used.  

Roger asked if public access is required when public funds are used, and Craig said they are not.  Property owners can sell or lease fishing rights to DEC, which includes public access.  Roger also asked if older projects are showing effectiveness of this type of restoration.  Craig said the project on Virgil Creek is the oldest, but is not very old.  They are trying not to remove trees, but leave them in place for woody debris.  Funding of $100,000 came from the Chesapeake Bay Small Watersheds Program, and this is the first project of its type in New York State.  A Non-Ag Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Grant was also secured from DEC in the amount of $250,000.  The project won’t use much of the DEC money unless they continue south on Owego Creek, and Craig thinks that DEC would approve that.  The rechanneling does obstruct paddling routes in some places, but is similar to nature in that aspect.  3,000 feet of Owego Creek and about 1,500 feet of Boyer Creek were involved, and 18 to 20 structures were installed.  

Barry Goodrich will report on the Barrile streambank restoration project in the Town of Caroline when the documentary video is completed by Ithaca College.  The Barrile project survived June flooding pretty well, and project partners learned from the flood and will make a few modifications to the project with Federal Emergency Management Agency funds.  Roger pointed out the stream can’t be permanently redirected, and there is no way to prevent damage to vegetation during flooding.  Craig acknowledged the comments, and said Barrile had no functioning floodplain.

Discussion of Membership Applications – Craig Schutt reported for the committee.  He reviewed appointments that expire in 2006:  Planning Dept., Municipal Government, Economic Development, Business & Industry, Watershed Organization, At-Large (2), and NRCS.  Copies of applications received were passed around for review, and members who are not present today will be informed of their availability for review.  Craig read a memo from Dooley Kiefer about there not being a need to use the accelerated timeline, which was set by staff to accomplish appointments in December, and that the County Legislature’s Government Operations Committee is examining advisory boards and may recommend that legislators not hold voting seats.  Roxy provided information from Kate Hackett that DEC has a new policy that staff can’t serve on advisory boards, and Sigrid Popowitch is no longer working for State Parks and a letter will be sent to the Director soliciting applications.  Kathy Wilsea will bring copies of recruiting letters and mailing lists to the October meeting and recruitment will continue for seats that have no applicants.  

Chair’s Report – Roxy reported the WRC letter to DEC on Lake Source Cooling has led to contact from Cornell University officials interested in discussing monitoring in the southern end of Cayuga Lake.  Frank Proto was contacted, and a meeting has been set up October 11th for discussion.  Ideas were solicited for future meeting presentations, and some ideas were RPM Ecosystems, Dan Karig’s geological research on Hillview Landfill, Finger Lakes Institute programs, potential use of effluent on City of Ithaca golf course, Town of Ithaca streambank buffer regulations, and new regulations for the provision of public water that will require major upgrades to the City of Ithaca drinking water treatment plant.

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett was excused today.  Her written report was distributed.

Committee Reports – Recreation:  Mary Shelley reported Dan Karig is still working on coordinating a cleanup for the Inlet, with the City of Ithaca in charge.  The committee would like to discuss sending a letter to municipalities with lakeshore with the information provided to the Town of Ithaca on proposed regulations for docks.  Grants:  Craig reported they need to have the 2006-2007 FLLOWPA narrative in by the end of October, as well as preliminary requests for 2007-2008.  Monitoring:  Paul Tunison said they hope to meet with Art Lembo again next week.      

Announcements/Other Business – Craig pointed out there is information in the FYI folder about an upcoming FLLOWPA workshop and a SWCD district tour on 9/29.  Roxy said the proposed County budget does not include the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and a letter supporting its inclusion will be drafted to the County Legislature for review at the WRC October meeting.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:42 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on October 16, 2006.
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