
January 22, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (14):  John Andersson, Ed Bugliosi, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Paul Tunison, Lucia Tyler (Associate), Cathy Valentino 

Members Excused (7):  Ted Hullar, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Linda Wagenet (Associate), Roger Yonkin

Members Absent (2):  Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Dan Konowalow

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (1):  Sarah Meyers (Finger Lakes Institute)

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:16 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  Introductions were made around the room.  The draft minutes of December 16, 2006 were moved by Cathy Valentino, seconded by Jim Dennis and approved by consensus without change.

Committee Reports – Committee chairs provided verbal reports as background for signups.  They are providing copies to Kate Hackett for use in the WRC Annual Report.  

Committee Signups – Kate Hackett passed out signup sheets that included a new Dredging Committee.  

While signup sheets were going around, Frank Proto announced Liz Cameron has applied for reappointment to associate membership.  Appointment moved by Barry Goodrich, seconded by Craig Schutt and passed by unanimous voice vote.

Elections for Chair and Vice Chair --  Craig Schutt reported for the Nominating Committee that a slate of Frank Proto for Chair, Roxy Johnston for First Vice Chair, and Barry Goodrich for Second Vice Chair has been organized.  Slate moved by Jim Dennis, seconded by Cathy Valentino.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Slate passed by majority voice vote (nominees abstained).  John Andersson noted he had left the December meeting prior to being appointed as Chair of the Social Committee, but is willing to serve in exchange for a cruise. 

Chair’s Report – Frank Proto pointed out that the information for new members includes the County policy on attendance.  The February meeting will be 2/26 due to a federal holiday on our regular meeting date.

Coordinator’s Report – Kate Hackett asked members to contact her with ideas for presentations, either topics or speakers.  In February, Scott Gibson will speak about the City of Ithaca’s options for drinking water sources.  Rebecca Schneider will speak later in the year on her roadside ditching practices study.  Some EMC members are interested in water quality issues, especially dredging and monitoring in the southern part of the lake, and she expects they will participate in WRC committees.  On 1/24, Finger Lakes Institute will have a presentation on phytoplankton.  On 2/6, WRC is co-sponsoring a meeting for the public with guest speaker John Halfman, and there will also be discussion about monitoring.  This is an outgrowth of the WRC/CU discussions.  Jenny Daley wrote a nice article on monitoring for the Ithaca Journal in December, copies of which are in the mail folder.  The WRC/CU working group has agreed on the scope of the partnership and Kate handed out a 5-point document that will be discussed at the February WRC meeting.  WRC needs to make a formal recommendation on this scope document.  When the scope is agreed upon, the Network and IO will then work on a program for the whole lake.  The Network and IO are sponsoring a dock regulation meeting on 3/29 in Fayette.  A technical advisory committee has been convened to start the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program.  Proactive and reactive approaches are being developed.  They don’t have a good way to identify sites that are most prone to flooding, so there will be minimal proactive work.  Dan Karig pointed out that most perceived “flooding” is actually erosion during storm events.  The committee will go along with that in order to get up and running.  Kate said the major changes in the FHMP will require educational outreach.

Announcements/Other Business – Cathy Valentino announced the efforts to reduce phosphorus from wastewater at the Town of Ithaca plant have not been discussed lately, but are up and running.  They are meeting NYS guidelines.  Craig Schutt distributed order forms for the annual SWCD tree and shrub sale, and agendas for the NYS Water Quality Symposium that will take place 3/13 – 16.  Barry Goodrich said the DVD of the Barrile streambank restoration project is done.  He will get copies for WRC members and show it at a future WRC meeting.  Todd Miller asked if we still have a WRC member from DEC and was told that we do not, due to a new policy at DEC. 

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:41 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on February 26, 2007.
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