
February 26, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (19):  John Andersson, Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron (Associate), Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Dan Konowalow, Steve Penningroth (Associate), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Paul Tunison, Lucia Tyler (Associate), Linda Wagenet (Associate), Roger Yonkin

 Members Excused (4):  Kate Hackett, Ted Hullar, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Cathy Valentino

Members Absent (1):  Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio),

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (9):  Molly Adams, Glynn Bebee, Guy Gerrard, Scott Gibson, Bill Gray, James Hamilton, Katherine Lee, Jon Negley, Erik Whitney

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:20 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – The draft minutes of January 22nd were moved by Roger Yonkin, seconded by Dan Konowalow and accepted without change.  Additions to the agenda:  Craig Schutt will discuss a request from the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network for a letter of support, John Andersson will report on Health Department recommendations for water well permits, and Frank Proto will discuss discussion from the Executive Committee on staffing.

City of Ithaca Drinking Water Supply – Scott Gibson reported that the City of Ithaca needs to make a decision about a new water supply system.  The Site Selection Committee has narrowed their choices down to considering rebuilding the existing facility at the current site or merging with Bolton Point.  He provided the history of development of the current dam/filtration system.  The early 30’ dam was built in 1870, the water treatment plant was built in 1903, the pump station at VanNatta’s Mill Pond was built in 1906, the 60’ dam was built in 1911, and the silt dam was erected in 1925.  Location of the 60’ dam allowed gravity draw from the dam to the filtration plant, and 60% of City water is still sent to residents by gravity.  The City plant is past its useful service life due to space limitations, aging infrastructure, and the need to comply with EPA Stage 2 Regulations of Disinfection Byproducts by 2013.  The two alternatives are similar in cost in the analysis provided by consultants O’Brien & Gere.  The rebuild option includes maintenance of reservoir, construction within the existing reservoir, improvements to the access road, improved access to the raw main, rebuilding of the sludge management system, addressing potential water quality issues of Sixmile Creek (sediment load, pesticides, etc.), working within the safe yield of the reservoir, and addressing higher chemical usage.  The purchase option would be through Bolton Point, and would include decommissioning of the City plant, realignment or elimination of staff, construction of an expansion at Bolton Point, and construction of a water line.  Either option is expected to have a price tag of $15 to 20 million.  Concerns addressed by the committee have included the fact that chemical savings might be equaled by the increased energy costs to pump water from Cayuga Lake, whether or not the City would be a partner or a customer of Bolton Point, potential unknown water quality issues, the 2,000 feet of transmission main that need to be constructed and maintained on privately-owned property, construction of transmission main within Route 34, loss of governing control, staff elimination or realignment, and what to do with the dams.  The committee has ranked evaluation criteria in this order: environmental, government control, cost, reliability (including changes in backup to the regional system), water quality, and implementability.  Rate hikes of 60 to 70% are anticipated under either option.  The consultant is doing environmental assessments of both options to aid in the decisionmaking and to have the project ready to proceed as soon as a selection is made.  Scott expects the environmental reviews to be done in August, and maybe a choice will be made in September.  Bill Gray pointed out the scoping sessions, which are maybe two months away, might be of interest to WRC members.  

WRC 2006-2007 Workplan – Copies of the workplan were distributed.  Frank announced that Kate Hackett wants members and committee chairs to provide comments to her, and an update of the Workplan will be on the next meeting agenda.  

Discussion of Staff Time (Addition to Agenda) – Frank reported the Executive Committee met and talked about how to meet the Planning Department challenge to reduce hours used for staff support.  Frank reviewed comments from the Executive Committee.  Members responded by saying records of presentations provide valuable information, presentations support committee goals, perhaps presenters could provide abstracts, and use of volunteers or interns.  Frank will discuss these ideas with TCPD and the Planning Committee.

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  The committee did not meet.  Frank reported Senator Seward has obtained some funding for the Danby study, and that is on the way.  Education:  Roxy reported they met today and outlined a tentative schedule.  May 4-5 will be the Water Week celebration.  Grants:  Craig Schutt announced they didn’t meet, but DEC announced on Friday that Tompkins County was awarded six grants totaling $900,000.  Two will be administered by TCPD, and four will be administered by SWCD.  Addition to Agenda:  A handout was provided on the Network’s request for a letter of support.  WRC is not applying for a grant under this program, so a letter of support would not compete with our interests.  The close deadline of 3/2 was a concern.  John Andersson moved to provide a letter of support, seconded by Dan Karig.  Following discussion, vote by those still present was 11 to 1 (Yonkin) to provide a letter of support signed by the chair.  Monitoring Plan:  Roxy said the concept has been getting public mention at other meetings and in the press.  The first joint WRC/CU meeting will be held March 23.  Nominating/Membership:  Economic Development and Business/Industry seats remain vacant.  Water Monitoring Committee:  Paul Tunison reported Art Lembo has asked for more time to review his work, so they haven’t met yet.  Dredging:  Craig Schutt reported they met and talked about what they want to do.  Each committee member took a research assignment.  Part of their discussion will be whether this is primarily an economic impact or flood issue.  

Announcements/Other Business – John Andersson announced the Tompkins County Division of Environmental Health proposes to amend the Sanitary Code by including the NYS Water Well Construction regulations.  This would implement more permits and testing.  Draft of changes to the Sanitary Code is available online or by contacting John, and comments are welcome through March 30th.  Linda Wagenet introduced Cornell student Katerine Lee, who is a senior doing her thesis on Cayuga Lake and public participation.  Craig Schutt introduced Jon Negley, a new staff member at SWCD.  

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:26 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on March 19, 2007.
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