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November 16, 2015 2 
 Meeting Minutes  3 

 4 
Members Attending: 5 

Name  Representation 

Lynn Leopold  P Municipal 

Jim McGarry E EMC Liaison 

Jon Negley E Soil & Water 

Frank Proto P At-Large 

Elaine Quaroni P At-Large 

Michael Thorne P At-Large 

Michelle Henry A Associate Member 

Roxy Johnston A Associate Member 

Jose Lozano A Associate Member 

John Mawdsley A Associate Member 

Todd Miller E Associate Member 

Steve Penningroth P Associate Member 

Tom Vawter P Associate Member 

Linda Wagenet P Associate Member 

Jennifer Turner P TC Planning 

 7 
Guests: Allison Hoppe, Student, Cornell Law; Maribeth Rubenstein, Outreach Coordinator, Community 8 
Science Institute, Ed Gottlieb, Pretreatment Coordinator, Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility 9 
 10 
Chairman Frank Proto opened the meeting at approximately 4:21 PM. 11 
 12 
Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes –Moved by Bill George, seconded by John Andersson, to 13 
approve the minutes from October 19, 2015, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous vote. Final 14 
WRC minutes are posted on the webpage: http://tompkinscountyny.gov/planning under Advisory Boards. 15 
 16 
Introductions – Marybeth Rubenstein introduced herself as the Outreach Coordinator and Public Science 17 
Educator at Community Science Institute. 18 
 19 
Pharmaceutical Disposal – Ed Gottlieb introduced himself as the Industrial Pretreatment Coordinator of 20 
the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility. He went on to express his concerns with the disposal of 21 
unregulated emerging contaminates, noting the studies on the synergistic effects, and environmental 22 
impacts with bioaccumulation. Ed went on to report on the dangers in illegal diversion and, the risks 23 
associated with household availability of prescription drugs (medicine cabinets). He went on to further 24 
discuss his concerns with the growing number of drug overdoses that occur by people knowingly 25 
ingesting, and or accidental overdoses by children, senior citizens, and pets, noting the number one cause 26 
of accidental death is caused by prescription drugs. 27 
 28 
Through the formation, and efforts of the Coalition for Safe Medication Disposal, collection events have 29 
accumulated around 8,000 pounds, and through various funding sources, their coalition have been able to 30 
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Sharon Anderson E Cooperative Extension 

John Andersson P At-Large 

Fay Benson E Agriculture 

James Balyszak P At-Large 

Chris Bordlemay P Water Purveyor 

Ed Bugliosi E USGS ex officio 

Liz Cameron A T C Environmental Health 

Sarah Dwyer E Business/Industry 

Bill George P Municipal 

Barry Goodrich P Watershed Organization 

Joan Jurkowich P TC Planning 

Dan Karig P Recreation 

Dooley Kiefer P Legislature Liaison 

Darby Kiley P Municipal 

TOMPKINS COUNTY 
WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL 



 2

purchase drop-boxes that have been placed as permanent fixtures in various locations throughout the 31 
Tompkins County.  32 
 33 
It was reported that through the use and increase EPR (Extended Producer’s Responsibility) laws, many 34 
countries now require pharmaceutical manufacturer’s to cover the externalized costs associated with the 35 
disposal of pharmaceutical waste. All the elements of a model bill to form EPR legislation in Tompkins 36 
County was discussed as being in progress to include many different components such as scope of 37 
products covered, funding, oversight and implementation, stewardship planning, and education and 38 
outreach; including penalties, and administrative fees for non-compliance. 39 
 40 
Allison Hoppe, Law student at Cornell University provided background on the elements of a model bill; 41 
next steps in the process were noted to include a draft proposal, and preparation for a seamless approach 42 
to the anticipated legal challenges. It was decided that the Water Resources Council would review the 43 
draft proposal at a later date.  44 
 45 
Members questioned emerging contaminates regulations, the proposed stewardship by pharmaceutical 46 
companies, and whether the approach would be best brought to the government first.  47 
 48 
A copy of the Pharmaceutical Disposal presentation will be available on the Water Resources Council 49 
website at a later date. 50 
 51 
Hydrilla Update – James Balyszak provided a brief report on the Hydrilla Taskforce Updates. The full 52 
report is attached. 53 
 54 
Committee Reports – Nominating – Elaine Quaroni made the motion for the Nominating Committee to 55 
recommend the following reappointments, and application Environmental seat, seconded by Lynn 56 
Leopold.  57 
 58 

 Frank Proto – Approved by present members (Abstentions: Frank Proto, Dooley Kiefer) 59 
At-Large  60 

 61 
 John Andersson – Approved by present members (Abstentions: John Andersson, Dooley Kiefer) 62 

At-Large 63 
 64 

 Barry Goodrich – Approved by present members (Abstention: Barry Goodrich) 65 
Watershed Organization 66 

 67 
 Joan Jurkowich - Approved by present members (Abstention: Joan Jurkowich) 68 

Tompkins County Planning Department 69 
 70 

 Darby Kiley - Approved by present members (Abstention: Darby Kiley) 71 
Municipal 72 
 73 

 Sarah Dwyer - Approved by a vote of 11-1 (No: Joan Jurkowich) 74 
At-Large – (1 year) 75 
 76 
Marjorie Rinaldo-Lee – Approved by unanimous vote by present members 77 
Environmental 78 
 79 

 Linda Wagenet – Approved by unanimous vote by present members 80 
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     Associate  81 
 82 
Aquifer – Todd Miller reported that the Aquifer Committee did not meet. Monitoring Partnership – Joan 83 
Jurkowich reported that Roxy Johnston reviewed the presentations on the Cayuga Lake Monitoring that 84 
were given to the Technical Advisory Committee a month ago. Discussions centered on scheduling a 85 
large public meeting in coordination with the Cayuga Lake Intermunicipal Organization in January. 86 
Education – Lynn Leopold reported that Ed Gottlieb gave a presentation on micro plastics this afternoon, 87 
and that their committee will be researching companies to determine which are selling products that 88 
contain micro beads, and will be considering approaches for public outreach, and education. Executive – 89 
Frank Proto reported that the Executive Committee did not meet. Grants – The Grants Committee did not 90 
meet. Recreation – Lynn Leopold reported on the meeting with the City of Ithaca’s Recreation 91 
Committee. Michael Thorne went on to report that the City’s Recreation Committee are looking at storage 92 
facilities for muscle powered water sports around city park land, with the possibility for concessions to 93 
rent equipment. Nine locations were presented to the Park’s Committee, it is believed that at least six will 94 
be approved, which will then be presented to Board of Public Works, followed by the approval of 95 
Common Council. Lynn Leopold went on to report that the last of the paddling brochures were given to 96 
the Coast Guard for an event, and that their committee plans to print additional copies in the spring. Their 97 
committee is also considering revisiting the boating brochure to include information on invasive species, 98 
and information promoting the new launch sites and storage facilities. Streams – Did not meet. Wetlands 99 
– Did not meet. Grants – James Balyszak reported on the Great Lakes Action Agenda, noting the sub-100 
basin work groups that will form to review the items of the agenda that will include priorities 1-3 (water 101 
quality), and will include nationwide priorities and funding opportunities. The meeting will take place in 102 
Syracuse on December 15. 103 
 104 
Chair’s Report – Frank Proto announced Dan Karig’s resignation from the Recreation seat. 105 
 106 
Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization Update – Lynn Leopold reported that the IO is 107 
in the process of updating the Restoration Protection Plan, and has contracted Hilary Lambert of the 108 
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network to complete the work. This will involve public meetings for 109 
commentary on prior issues and feedback on any issues related to water quality in the lake. Lynn Leopold 110 
also noted that she is willing to be the WRC liaison. A Public & Youth Questionnaire is also available 111 
online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CayugaLakePlanPublicYouthQuestionnaireNZQTK2H 112 
 113 
Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership – Reported on the public meeting sponsored by the 114 
Environmental Management Council, noting the presentation on the Cayuga Lake Modeling Project by 115 
Liz Moran. She went on to provide some details noting that the summary included data that lake source 116 
cooling is only contributing 6% of the bioavailable phosphorus to the southern shelf, and that point 117 
sources contribute very little phosphorus. Dooley Kiefer noted the on the documentation on the exchange 118 
of the southern shelf and the lake itself is more frequent than thought.   119 
     120 
Announcements – Members discussed inviting Liz Moran to give a presentation on the Cayuga Lake 121 
Modeling Project. 122 
 123 
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 6:12 PM.   124 
 125 
Respectfully submitted, 126 
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant 127 
Tompkins County Planning Department 128 
Approved by Council on December 21, 2015 129 
 130 
 131 
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 132 
 133 
 134 
WRC November 2015 Meeting 135 
Hydrilla Task Force Updates 136 
By James Balyszak 137 
 138 
Monitoring & Management Updates:  139 
 TREATMENTS: Post-treatment water quality monitoring continued through week of 140 

11/2/15. All residual herbicide levels have dropped below 1.0ppb threshold, and post-141 
treatment water quality monitoring has finished for 2015 season. HTF is currently working 142 
on removing herbicide notification signage/stakes.  143 

o Cayuga Inlet: Primary area of concern moving into 2016 season is Cornell 144 
Boathouse Bay. Overall, no growth of hydrilla observed in Cayuga Inlet in 2015. 145 
Post-treatment plant monitoring in inlet to be conducted by Racine-Johnson.  146 

o Fall Creek: Regrowth observed in golf course lagoon and Fall Creek cove during 147 
2015 season (following initial Aq-K treatment in late August). Some hydrilla 148 
survived in shallow/backwater areas. Physical removal conducted in late September 149 
to address biomass, but tubers were produced in golf course lagoon this season. 150 
Primary areas of concern moving into 2016 will be golf course lagoon and Fall Creek 151 
cove. 152 

o SE Corner of Cayuga Lake: Sparse hydrilla growth observed in SE corner in 2015. 153 
Two locations with hydrilla fragments observed just outside of 30-acre SE corner 154 
treatment area. One location (with growing patch) discovered offshore of Cornell 155 
Sailing center (3meters deep). Primary area of concern moving into 2016 will be 156 
isolated deep-water patch, and continued monitoring of SE corner. 157 

 LTF meeting held on Nov. 10. Focused on review of 2015 management activities and started 158 
planning for 2016 season. Review of available management options for 2016, preliminary 159 
decisions on treatments. Will coordinate w/ NYSDEC and nationwide peer reviewers to 160 
assess 2016 management options/plans.  161 

 MONITORING (Bob Johnson): Continued monitoring daily with 5-6 person crew. Moved 162 
to western side/shore of Cayuga Lake. Fair amount of hydrilla regrowth in Fall Creek cove 163 
and golf course lagoon. Have found more success in monitoring for low-level hydrilla growth 164 
later in the season. Three (3) new hydrilla locations found in the lake this season; two (2) 165 
locations just outside of the SE corner treatment area (fragments), and one (1) location 166 
outside of treatment area in deeper water (approx. 3 meters. Offshore from Cornell Sailing 167 
Center docks). This location may be more problematic moving forward. Will continue 168 
monitoring up the sides of lake when done with SW end. Will conduct post-treatment 169 
monitoring in inlet. Post-treat monitoring in Fall Creek for efficacy of treatment on plants.  170 

 171 
 172 
 173 
 174 
. 175 


