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December 21, 2015 2 
Meeting Minutes  3 

 4 
Members Attending: 5 

Name  Representation 

Lynn Leopold  P Municipal 

Jim McGarry P EMC Liaison 

Jon Negley P Soil & Water 

Frank Proto P At-Large 

Elaine Quaroni P At-Large 

Michael Thorne P At-Large 

Michelle Henry P Associate Member 

Roxy Johnston A Associate Member 

Jose Lozano A Associate Member 

John Mawdsley A Associate Member 

Todd Miller E Associate Member 

Steve Penningroth E Associate Member 

Tom Vawter A Associate Member 

Linda Wagenet P Associate Member 

Jennifer Turner P TC Planning 

 7 
Guests: Nicole Henry, Joanne Trutko, Paul Gier 8 
 9 
Chairman Frank Proto opened the meeting at approximately 4:20 PM. 10 
 11 
Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes –Moved by Jim McGarry, seconded by Chris Bordlemay, to 12 
approve the minutes from November 16, 2015, meeting minutes were approved with changes to line 55, 13 
adding “ for the Nominating Committee”, and line 114, adding “bioavailable phosphorus to the southern 14 
shelf”. Final WRC minutes are posted on the webpage: http://tompkinscountyny.gov/planning under 15 
Advisory Boards. 16 
 17 
Hydrilla Update – James Balyszak provided a brief report on the Hydrilla Taskforce Updates. The full 18 
report is attached. 19 
 20 
Members questioned the permitting process. It was explained that separate permits are required for both 21 
location of application, and for each product application used. Members expressed their concerns with the 22 
anticipated dwindling funding sources as the number of treatments decrease with an anticipated increase 23 
in monitoring. The funding sources for 2016 will include reserves of $240,000 from the Tompkins 24 
County, and $100,000 from the City of Ithaca that will reimbursed by the Department of Conservation 25 
grant, and Fish and Wildlife Service funding.   26 
 27 
Committee Reports – Nominating – Elaine Quaroni made the motion recommending the reappointment 28 
of Steve Penningroth to the associate seat on the Water Resources Council, seconded by Lynn Leopold, 29 
and approved by unanimous vote by present members. Elaine made another motion recommending 30 

Name  Representation 

Sharon Anderson P Cooperative Extension 

John Andersson P At-Large 

Fay Benson E Agriculture 

James Balyszak P At-Large 

Chris Bordlemay P Water Purveyor 

Ed Bugliosi E USGS ex officio 

Liz Cameron A T C Environmental Health 

Sarah Dwyer E Business/Industry 

Bill George P Municipal 

Barry Goodrich P Watershed Organization 

Joan Jurkowich P TC Planning 

Dooley Kiefer E Legislature Liaison 

Darby Kiley E Municipal 
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Cynthia Brock to the one year recreation seat, seconded by Sharon Anderson, and approved unanimously 31 
by present members. Members interested in Chair or vice chair were instructed to contact Elaine no later  32 
than January 10. Aquifer – The Aquifer Committee did not meet. Ed Bugliosi reported that the final 33 
report on the Danby Aquifer Study is available online only, and that the aquifer system in Newfield is 34 
complete and well drilling in Enfield is near completion. Education – The Education Committee did not 35 
meet. Executive Committee – The Executive Committee did not meet. Grants – Jon Negley reported 36 
that the Grants Committee did not meet, and went on to provide updates on the Consolidated Funding 37 
Applications awarded. It was reported that the City of Ithaca was awarded for a local flood hazard 38 
analysis, Cornell University for green parking and outreach, Tompkins County for the Blueway Trail, 39 
Village of Groton for the stormwater improvement program, Tompkins County Highway for a stream 40 
restoration project in Danby, and Soil and Water Conservation District was awarded for three grants that 41 
included continuation of the hydroseeding program, for support of the MS4 communities, and utilization 42 
of compost for storm management best practices. Jon went on to report on the southern tier agricultural 43 
industry enhancement program with awards of up to $100,000, with a minimum of $20,000 per farm with 44 
a focus on environmental, and economic development for increased farm activities, with an application 45 
start date of January 19. It was discussed that the eligibility criteria has not been defined, although a cost 46 
share of 10% for projects costing $20,000-50,000, and 20% for $50,000-100,000 were noted.  47 
 48 
Introduction – Jon Negley introduced Paul Gier as the newly appointed Natural Resource Program 49 
Specialist within the Soil and Water Conservation District.  50 
 51 
Recreation – The Recreation Committee did not meet.  52 
 53 
Michael Thorne provided a brief update on the progress of the City of Ithaca’s proposed boat storage sites 54 
that are planned near local launch sites, noting the 8 potential locations for these sites. The plan has 55 
already been approved by the City’s Water Recreation Committee, Parks Commission, and Board of 56 
Public Works. Currently their committee is working on obtaining permits; boat storage is hopeful for May 57 
of 2016. Lynn Leopold reported on the joint efforts of both Recreation and Education Committees on the 58 
updating of both the clean boating and paddling brochures.  59 
 60 
Streams Committee – The Streams Committee did not meet.  61 
 62 
Michael Thorne reported that USGS is under contract for the flood mapping in the flat areas around the 63 
creeks and inlet in the City of Ithaca, and provided an update of what that will entail; completion date for 64 
the flood mapping is expected December 2016. He went on to report on his meeting with FEMA which 65 
included discussions about possible options for mitigation.  66 
 67 
Chair’s Report – Frank Proto reported on the potential presentation by Liz Moran on the update on the 68 
Cayuga Lake Modeling Project in early 2016. Frank went on to express his concerns with the Pinckney 69 
Road acquisition by the Town of Dryden, noting the funding received by Tompkins County. Members 70 
discussed the site improvements around the stream banks that will be made by the Town. Oaths of office 71 
for reappointments were suggested, and directed to the clerk’s office, or by Frank Proto at the January 72 
WRC Meeting.      73 
 74 
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 6:12 PM.   75 
 76 
Respectfully submitted, 77 
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant 78 
Tompkins County Planning Department 79 
Approved by Council on January 25, 2015 80 
 81 
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 82 
WRC December 2015 Meeting 83 
Hydrilla Task Force Updates 84 
By James Balyszak 85 
 86 
Monitoring & Management Updates:  87 
 TREATMENTS: Post-treatment herbicide notification signage removal, inventory, and 88 

storage for upcoming 2016 season.  89 
 PROJECT FUNDING: Currently processing 4th Quarter reimbursement requests for 90 

remaining 2015 invoices (to be submitted to US Fish & Wildlife Service). Reimbursement 91 
for local funding support from Tompkins County ($200,000) and City of Ithaca ($100,000) 92 
submitted to NYSDEC. Payment currently being processed and reimbursement will made 93 
back to the County and City.  94 

 MONITORING (Bob Johnson): Racine-Johnson Aquatic Ecologists continued post-95 
treatment plant community monitoring in Cayuga Inlet and Fall Creek. Rake-toss sampling 96 
and hydrilla tuber sampling has been conducted. No hydrilla biomass or tubers observed in 97 
Cayuga Inlet. Hydrilla tubers observed in Fall Creek (golf course lagoon).  98 

 2016 TREATMENT PLANNING & PEER REVIEW: Local Task Force (LTF) has been 99 
coordinating closely with NYSDEC in preparation for 2016 peer review process.  100 

o Cathy McGlynn (NY AIS Coordinator, NYSDEC) will coordinate the peer review 101 
process between the LTF and peer reviewers. Peer reviewers represent nationwide 102 
scientists/experts who provide objective input on LTF management decisions for the 103 
upcoming treatment season.  104 

o The LTF is finalizing a 2016 preliminary treatment summary, which will be provided 105 
to NYSDEC, peer reviewers, and Project contractors for review and comments (on 106 
December 22, 2015). Peer review process will form the basis for treatment decisions 107 
for the upcoming 2016 treatment season. Ultimately, the LTF will make final 108 
treatment decisions (based on peer reviewer/contractor input, local needs, and Project 109 
budget). Looking for input from peer reviewers by January 22, 2016.  110 

o Currently, the LTF believes that treatments within Cayuga Inlet in 2016 can be scaled 111 
back significantly (based upon trace/no observations of hydrilla or tubers the past two 112 
seasons). Fall Creek and SE corner of Cayuga Lake will be primary areas of concern 113 
for 2016. Fall Creek will require continued treatments to reduce hydrilla populations, 114 
and isolated patch in SE corner (adjacent to Cornell Sailing Center, discovered in 115 
September 2015) will need to be addressed.  116 

 LEGISLATION: NYSDEC recently released Draft AIS Spread Prevention Regulations 117 
(Part 576). Published on 12/16, with a Public Comment Period through 1/30/16 118 
(http://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/104431.html). LTF will review and provide comments.  119 

 120 
Education & Outreach: 121 
 LTF members (Sharon Anderson, CCE; James Balyszak, HTF) attended stakeholder and 122 

public outreach meeting on December 2 & 3 in Croton-on-Hudson, NY, which focused on 123 
Croton River/Reservoir hydrilla infestation. NYSDEC hosted meeting to provide information 124 
to the public on current status of infestation, and possible management/response options. 125 
Sharon Anderson moderated the event. Presentations on hydrilla given by Mike Netherland 126 
(USACE-ERDC), Scott Kishbaugh (NYSDEC), Mark Heilman (SePRO), Chris Doyle 127 
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(Allied Biological),  James Balyszak (HTF of Cayuga Lake Watershed). The meeting was 128 
well attended and successful. First major step in developing a management response to 129 
hydrilla in Croton, as well as forming public awareness/support. The Hydrilla Task Force of 130 
the Cayuga Lake Watershed will provide input and support to the Croton effort, based upon 131 
local knowledge and expertise gained from the ongoing Cayuga Watershed Hydrilla Project.  132 

 133 


