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January 28, 2008

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (21):  John Andersson (Associate), Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron, Barry Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Joan Jurkowich, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Dan Konowalow,Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Cindy Schulte, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino (Associate), Linda Wagenet, 

Members Excused (2): Carol Chock, Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (5): Sharon Anderson, Scott Doyle, Rick Manning, Sarah Meyer, Leslie Schill  
Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:22 PM.  

Oath of Office for New and Reappointed Members – Frank Proto swore in Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Darby Kiley, Cindy Schulte, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, and Linda Wagenet.

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The December minutes were moved by Dan Konowalow, seconded by Ed Bugliosi and passed by voice vote with no changes.

Introductions – Introductions were made around the room.

Election of Officers – Craig Schutt announced that the existing officers are all willing to serve for another year, and no other members volunteered to be on the slate.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Dan Konowalow moved to close the nominations, seconded by Linda Wagenet, and passed by unanimous voice vote.  Slate moved for appointment by Dan Konowalow, seconded by Craig Schutt, and passed by unanimous voice vote.  

Monitoring the total sediment load into Cayuga Inlet and Cayuga Lake – Dan Karig spoke of the need for studying sediment coming from the tributaries.  This is an aspect of monitoring that is falling between the crack, as it is not lake monitoring and is beyond the capabilities of the volunteer stream monitoring groups.  Ed Bugliosi agreed it is important and said some tributaries get partial testing now, but it is expensive and manual collection of peak flows is difficult.  Roxy Johnston said it was discussed at a flood management meeting, but we don’t have any data to tell us where to start.  Craig said some direction of the FLLOWPA funding is up to us.  Frank suggested Dan Karig and the members from agencies hold a meeting and bring information and ideas to WRC’s February 25th meeting.

Tompkins County Planning Department Work Program – Joan Jurkowich said some staff members were present to talk about TCPD Work Program items that relate to WRC.  Her activities involve the aquifer studies, and presentations are going on now in Newfield, Ulysses, and the town and village of Groton.  It’s important to keep the cycle going, as it involves the County’s capital program and USGS cost shares.  Joan is also contributing to the Monitoring Plan, as that is part of the County Comprehensive Plan goals.  Scott Doyle spoke of his work on stream corridor protection, which is working toward tools for protection, implementation of tools, and creative solutions.  He is also working on restructuring the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program.  His third project is the Ludlowville stormwater control project.   Leslie Schill said she took on some of Kate Hackett’s job duties on SPDES permits and stormwater policy as it applies to County operations.  Staff members welcome comments.  E-mail contacts:


jjurkowich@tompkins-co.org

sdoyle@tompkins-co.org

lschill@tompkins-co.org
Workplan Review and Update – Joan worked on flip charts to gather comments and suggestions for changes to the WRC Workplan.  The Executive Committee will edit these into the existing Workplan and bring a draft 2008-2009 Workplan to WRC next month.  Additional suggestions can be emailed to Kathy Wilsea.  

Committee Reports for 2007 – All committee chairs provided brief verbal reports of last year’s activities and accomplishments.  Education:  Tania Schusler announced some changes in the plans for the jointly-sponsored public meeting on 2/13, which will now have more information from Steve Penningroth on volunteer monitoring programs.  Grants:  Craig Schutt announced he was contacted by Congressman Arcuri’s office to re-submit a grant application from a few years ago on sediment and fish habitat.  Motion by Cindy Schulte to resubmit application with WRC letter of support, seconded by Mary Shelley.  Letter of support to be drafted by Grants Committee after check for inconsistencies now that we have new reports and data available on Six Mile Creek.  Craig said some tweaking can be done through the project work plan if it is funded.  Motion passed by voice vote. 

Committee Sign-Up – Topics on the flip charts were assigned to specific committees.  Due to lack of time, committee sign-ups will be conducted by email.  

Chair’s Report – Frank announced that Lisa Nicholas, of the City of Ithaca Planning Department, will speak at EMC on 2/13 on dredging of the Inlet, and WRC members are welcome to attend.  The WRC February agenda item is the regulation gap analysis report from the Wetlands committee.  Suggestions for speakers should be submitted to Kathy Wilsea.  New member lists were distributed.

Announcements/Other Business – Sarah Meyer announced that Finger Lakes Institute is hosting a meeting on the new DEC Priority Waterbodies List on February 6, from 10 to 2, and she needs participants to register prior to the meeting.  PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management) is forming a speakers bureau, which Sarah is coordinating.  She welcomes suggestions for speakers and requests for presentations.  John Halfman is presenting a regional comparison of lake data on 2/19 at FLI.  

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:06 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on February 25, 2008.
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