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February 25, 2008

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (16):  John Andersson (Associate), Liz Cameron, Carol Chock, Barry Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Joan Jurkowich, Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Cindy Schulte, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Linda Wagenet

Members Excused (4):  Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino (Associate),

Members Absent (3):  Ed Bugliosi, Dan Konowalow, Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (5):  Sharon Anderson (CLWN), Patrick Barry (NRCS), Rick Manning, Sarah Meyer (FLI), Elaine Quaroni   
Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:24 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The draft minutes of January 28th were moved by Linda Wagenet, seconded by Craig Schutt adopted without change by voice vote.

Introductions – Newcomers, visitors, and members were introduced around the room.  

Wetlands Regulations Gap Analysis – Nick Schipanski, chair of the Wetlands Committee, provided a PowerPoint presentation (attached to the minutes) on the committee’s examination of regulations and which wetlands in Tompkins County do not fall into state or federal parameters.  Locally, there are no wetland-specific regulations.  Local municipalities rely on state, federal and SEQR regulations.  Towns of Dryden and Ithaca have incentives in their stormwater laws for wetland preservations.  Nick will distribute the committee’s report on their field survey next month.  

In response to member questions, Nick said “vulnerable” wetlands are generally those that are small.  There is controversy about establishing minimum size, but they all support habitat, and loss of habitat can lead to local extinctions.  The County and municipalities are not prohibited from enacting regulations that are stricter than state and federal laws.  If a landowner’s wetlands are degraded, they might do restoration with financial aid from USGS and SWCD.  If they are pristine, the landowners could be educated about preservation easements.  The committee has drafted a sample ordinance, and one of the committee goals is to develop better maps.  The Army Corps of Engineers will help landowners examine wetlands to determine nexus, but there is a big delay.  A local resource would be preferable.  Frank said there is an old job description at the County for a water resources planner, and perhaps the Health Department would support a local resource, too.  Cindy Schulte suggested partnering with the Stormwater Coalition. 

Sediment Monitoring Proposal – Roxy reported that she and Dan Karig met with staff from SWCD and USGS.  Roxy and Dan will draft a proposal so USGS and SWCD can respond with costs.  If the information is ready in March, they will bring it to the WRC meeting on 3/17.

Committees – Aquifer:  Todd Miller sought ideas for rewording the committee sections of the Workplan. The committee would like to find out if there is other information in the community.  Roxy said she has been gathering information and making a map on surface water monitoring, but she knew there were many monitoring programs.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Mary Shelley reported they are still working on a cleanup, and it may occur April 22.  They discussed goals, especially performing a cleanup with long-term benefits in the area known as the Jungle, where homeless people camp.  Nick said he had positive experience with cleanups in similar areas.  Dredging:  Roxy Johnston reported the City of Ithaca had a big meeting, with about 30 participants.  It was productive, with almost everyone wanting the project to go ahead.  Streets & Facilities has a DEC permit for work by Stewart Park to remove woody debris.  Staff cleaned more than was allowed in the permit, and DEC has imposed a fine and remediation.  A dewatering site for the dredging spoils is still the main sticking point of the dredging project.  Canal Corporation suggests Newman Golf Course.  DEC considers extending the edge of Cass Park to be a last resort.  Bud Shattuck said Cayuga Crushed Stone has approached the City about using the spoils for fill.  Education:  Tania Schusler reported that she just got the dates for Water Week and 4H Appreciation Days and will give the information to Roxy.  She announced her resignation, as she is moving to New Hampshire to teach at Antioch.  She noted the committee will need a new chair.  She passed out flyers on the phosphorus meeting to take place 2/27.  Executive:  Frank Proto said they met and worked on the Workplan.  They also provided comments to Environmental Health on the water well program proposal.  He thanked committee chairs for submitted info for the Annual Report, which will be presented by the First Vice Chair to the Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee of the County Legislature.  Copies of the Annual Report were distributed to members, along with new committee lists and member lists.  Grants:  Craig Schutt said he sent around information by email on the FLLOWPA Director job vacancy.  The FYI folder has info on the Ag Non-Point grant round announcements.  Tompkins County received $850,000 in state funds for four projects.  The towns of Caroline, Newfield and Ulysses now have contracts with SWCD for MS4 inspections and plan reviews.  Monitoring Plan:  Roxy Johnston reported that she attended the DEC Priority Waterbodies List meeting hosted by Finger Lakes Institute recently. Audience comments available on FLI website:  http://fli.hws.edu/pdf/PWL_Meeting%20Audience%20Comments%202-6-08.pdf.  DEC is trying to take more landscape/watershed views and less case-by-case concern.  DEC spokesperson mentioned CU/WRC process and they are watching how the partnership proceeds and if they will be able to recommend the process to others.  The partnership was mentioned a lot in a positive way.  The committee is meeting almost weekly right now.  She hopes to bring the plan and a joint statement to WRC in March.  On 3/18 an update meeting will be held with Steve Golding and other upper echelon employees of Cornell.  Roxy said she liked the article on Cayuga Lake in today’s Ithaca Journal, although WRC did not contribute.  Dan Karig’s sediment article should appear soon.  

Recommendation for Membership – Craig Schutt said he has heard from most Nominating/ Membership Committee members, and will bring Rick Manning’s application for WRC action next month.  The application was passed around for members to read.  Linda Wagenet said she would ask Sharon Anderson if she is interested in associate membership.  

Chair’s Report – Frank Proto said the City of Ithaca invites WRC members to serve on the Project Advisory Committee for dredging.  Dan Karig will attend for WRC, and if anyone else is interested they should contact Kathy Wilsea.  He reminded members the next meeting returns to our regular third Wednesday date, so is only three weeks away on 3/17.

Announcements/Other Business – Liz Cameron said the public hearing on the proposed changes to the Sanitary Code on water wells was held, and most comments were supportive.  Now the Tompkins County Board of Health will address it and, if it passes, it will go on to NYS.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on March 17, 2008.
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