DRAFT (3/20)


March 19, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (11):  John Andersson, Liz Cameron (Associate), Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Frank Proto, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Cathy Valentino, Roger Yonkin

 Members Excused (9):  Ted Hullar, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Nick Schipanski, Mary Shelley, Paul Tunison, Linda Wagenet (Associate)

Members Absent (3):  Ed Bugliosi, Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Dan Konowalow

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (2):  Rick Manning, Marty Petrovic

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:18 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The draft minutes of April 17th were moved by Craig Schutt and seconded by Jim Dennis.  Jim Dennis was added to the list of members present.  Minutes were adopted by voice vote.

Draft 2006 WRC Annual Report – Members made some suggestions for changes and additions.  John Andersson moved to accept the amended document, seconded by Bud Shattuck and passed by unanimous voice vote.

WRC 2006-07 Workplan – Frank Proto reported that our first vice chair compared the WRC workplan to the workplan of Tompkins County Planning Department, and every item matches.  Comments received by Kate Hackett prior to 3/15 were incorporated into the draft.  Kate provided some new additions requested by the Water Quality Committee.  Tania Schusler provided comments for the Education Committee.  Timelines will be updated.  Cathy Valentino moved to accept the revised workplan, which passed unanimously. 

Committee Reports – Dredging:  Roxy Johnston reported that the City of Ithaca is reviewing responses to their RFP.  Information is posted on the City’s website.  Education:  Tania Schusler reported they will participate in Water Week Appreciation Days on May 5th at the Farmers Market.  They will develop list of water resources organizations for the TCPD website.  Executive:  Frank Proto said he is still drafting a report to Ed Marx on staff support for WRC.  Grants:  Craig Schutt reported on grants that were recently awarded by NYS.  They include Stormwater Coalition work, stream studies for Enfield and Sixmile creeks, a highway sweeper/vacuum for post-storm cleanup, development of a comprehensive stream buffer program, and a construction containment project for Ludlowville.  The FYI folder has copies of the FLLOWPA proposals for all 25 counties in the watershed.  A FLLOWPA highlights sheet was passed around.  Monitoring Coalition (formerly LSC):  Roxy reported a joint meeting of WRC and Cornell staff is coming up 3/23.  Public information meetings are being arranged.  Kate provided a map and list of questions to be addressed to Cornell scientists.  Following her visit to the Environmental Management Council last week, there are a couple more questions to add to the list.  She mentioned that Jennie Daly of the Ithaca Journal is making great effort to understand the issue and present it accurately.  Water Monitoring:  Roxy said they met and worked on comments for the Workplan.  

Chair’s Report – Frank announced he received the resignation of John Andersson from the Environmental Health seat.  John wishes to continue on WRC as an Associate member.  Liz Cameron will begin as Director of Environmental Health on 4/23, and will fill out a new application for the WRC seat.  The Board of Health is reviewing proposed changes to the Sanitary Code and soliciting comments.  Information is available in the FYI folder or from the Health Department website.  Public Hearings will be scheduled.  

Coordinator’s Report – Kate said the Water Quality Strategy will be updated in 2007 and she will be soliciting committee members soon.  Community Science Institute and the Town of Newfield are organizing a community water monitoring group for Cayuga Inlet.  Danby is also forming a monitoring group.  An update of Tompkins County’s carbon emissions is planned for this summer.  Next month Christine Shoemaker will speak about her work in the watershed that provides drinking water for New York City.  The docks meeting organized by IO and the Network will take place 3/29, and info is in the FYI folder.

Announcements/Other Business – Roger Yonkin mentioned that he has know John Andersson for many years, and John has never aged.  

The Greening of Newman Golf Course: A Study on the Use of Effluent Wastewater for Irrigation – Rick Manning and Marty Petrovic provided information on the study and a planned grant application for implementation.  

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on ____, 2007.
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