
 

 

TOMPKINS COUNTY 
WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL 

March 16, 2009 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Voting Members Present (16):  Sharon Anderson, Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron, Donna Eschenbrenner, Barry 
Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Joan Jurkowich, Dan Karig, Rick Manning, Gregg McConnell, Frank Proto, Elaine 
Quaroni, Cindy Schulte, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Linda Wagenet 
Voting Members Excused (2):  Darby Kiley, Mary Shelley 
Voting Members Absent (1):  Roger Yonkin 
Non-Voting Members Present (5):  John Andersson (Associate), Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Todd Miller (Ex-
Officio), Marjory Rinaldo-Lee (Associate), Nick Schipanski (Associate) 
Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.)  
Guests Present (1):  Bill Foster (Floating Classroom)   
 
Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:22 PM.   
 
Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The draft minutes of February 23, 
2009 were moved by Joan Jurkowich, seconded by Barry Goodrich, amended, and passed by voice vote. 
 
Nature vs. Nurture:  Comparisons of Natural and Mitigation Wetlands:  WRC Associate Member Nick Schipanski 
gave a presentation on wetlands.  The United States is experiencing loss of wetlands due to the inadequacy of Section 
404 laws.  Regarding the effectiveness of mitigation wetlands, three topics are reviewed:  vegetation, hydrology, and 
soil.  Mitigation wetlands are usually monitored for five years, but the actual function is rarely measured.  The different 
types of mitigation wetlands are conservation, enhancement, creation, and restoration.  There are also different 
techniques, so comparison is very difficult.  Today Nick provided evaluation of existing research.  In terms of 
hydrology, created wetlands are more likely to have water present all year.  Water chemistry parameters are usually 
similar.  Soils in created and enhanced wetlands differ from natural wetlands.  Measures include organic matter, total 
phosphorus, organic carbon and total nitrogen.  Significant differences occur in microbial communities.  Natural 
wetlands have soils that are very heterogeneous.   
 
Denitrification is an important function of wetlands.  Mitigation wetlands have decreased denitrification enzyme and 
increased spatial homogenization of activity.  Phosphorus retention and cation exchange capacity are also lower than 
natural wetlands.  Habitat is usually pretty good for migrating birds, poor for amphibians, and mixed for other 
inhabitants.  Bacterial communities are very different, but litter decomposition is similar.   
 
Nick’s recommendations are:  Increase monitoring periods; Increase replacement ratio (currently 0.5 to 2 mitigation per 
1 destroyed natural wetland); Monitoring of soil chemistry and physical characteristics; Encourage restoration over 
creation; Improve construction methods; and Use soil amendments to enrich nutrient availability and organic carbon.   
 
In discussion:  Mitigation wetlands are usually constructed within the same watershed.  There are no regulations or 
parameters for location of mitigation wetlands.  Some mitigation banks exist, where a developer can buy credits.  
40,000 acres of mitigation wetlands have been constructed per year lately.  Nick prefers restoration, but many scientists 
still feel construction is okay.  Since construction is allowed and cheaper, it is easier for some projects to implement.  
There are created wetlands at TC3, but most have failed.  There are also created wetlands at Ithaca College.   
 
Water Quality Strategy Final Draft – Joan Jurkowich reminded members that this final draft had major changes from 
the previous format:  it includes action items for other agencies, is recommended for revision every three years, and 
introduction and background materials were updated.  A public hearing is required, and will be held during the WRC 



meeting on 4/20.  Appendices will be provided.  The final draft will be made available in public libraries and at the 
Planning Department.  Other ideas for making it available to the public should be sent to Joan.  Linda Wagenet moved 
to accept the document as the Final Draft WQS, which was seconded by Roxy and passed unanimously.   
 
Recommendation for Associate Membership – Craig Schutt moved to appoint Jose Lozano as an Associate Member 
of WRC.  Seconded by Dan Karig and passed unanimously.  Jose is not a resident of Tompkins County, so cannot serve 
in a voting seat.   
 
Committee Reports –  Wetlands:  Will meet 3/18.  WRC/CU Monitoring Plan:  Roxy Johnston reported the CARE 
grant application was submitted.  She hasn’t heard anything about the update of the Lake Source Cooling SPDES 
permit.  Grants:  Craig Schutt reported our application for a FLLOWPA special project grant was not funded.  The 
Environmental Protection Fund has basically been cleaned out by the governor.  Projects will be funded as the EPF is 
restored.  There is some Legislative initiative to restore it.  Total funding delayed for rounds 6,7,8,9 of our stormwater 
grants is $534,000.  Gas Drilling:  Liz Cameron reported they met and held preliminary discussion in order to be ready 
for draft GSEIS, which is expected in April or May.  They discussed parameters for baseline drinking water source 
testing and public information needs.  Liz attended the EMC drilling committee meeting on 3/11.  She passed around 
info on a public forum sponsored by Shaleshock that will take place 3/26.  Frank Proto said PDEQ members reviewed 
Scott Doyle’s memo on which recommendations from TCPD and TCLeg made it into the final scoping document.  
Education:  Needs more members!!  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig met with City of Ithaca Natural Areas 
Commission about the tree planting project.  Andy Hillman, City Forester, was present.  Elaine Quaroni got a signature 
from Nate’s Floral Estates management acknowledging that they gave approval for tree planting.  The committee is still 
getting permission from Wegmans.  Wade Wyckstra was at the Natural Areas Commission meeting, and he is very 
supportive of the boat launch idea for the Farmers Market.  The Inlet Cleanup has been very successful, and another 
phase will be held at the end of the month.  Aquifer:  Todd Miller reported they met, and Donna Eschenbrenner is 
providing enthusiasm for continuing the project of posting data in table format.   
 
Chair Report – Frank Proto reported he received a letter from JoAnn Cornish of the City of Ithaca in response to his 
letter about Caroline not having received information on the drinking water source possibilities.  A copy is in the FYI 
folder.  Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board also wrote to Ms. Cornish about farmland in the watershed.  There 
will be opportunities for public comment.  Frank reminded members to sign up for committees.  He just heard a brief 
news item on the radio about efforts to restrict phosphorus in dishwashing detergents.  Roxy said phosphorus was 
removed from laundry detergents in the 1970s, but a loophole allowed it to remain in dishwasher detergents.  Frank 
said the WRC Annual Report was well received at PDEQ, and thanked Roxy for presenting it.   
 
Staff Report –  Updated membership lists and committee lists were distributed.  
 
Announcements – Linda Wagenet said the Environmental Stewardship program she reported on several months ago 
selected proper disposal of pharmaceuticals as their ongoing project.  They find they are unable to develop a disposal 
program with the pharmacies, so have prepared a poster on proper disposal methods.  Kathy Wilsea asked that WRC 
members think of people to contact for the again-vacant Economic Development seat.  Elaine Quaroni said she was 
concerned by the article in the Ithaca Journal that Cayuga Heights Wastewater Treatment Plant is treating water from 
gas drilling operations.  She wondered if additives have been identified and concerned about salt getting into Cayuga 
Lake.  There was discussion on DEC parameters and standards.  The article will be distributed to members and Jose 
Lozano of IAWWTP will be contacted as a starting point for gathering further information.  Roxy Johnston said gas 
drilling received federal exemptions, but the local law is more stringent.  Craig Schutt reminded members that his 
office has moved. 
 
Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:59 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary 
Adopted by the Council on April 20, 2009. 
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