
May 21, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (16):  John Andersson, Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron (Associate), Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Linda Wagenet (Associate)

Members Excused (5):  Jim Dennis, Ted Hullar, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Dan Konowalow, Paul Tunison

Members Absent (3):  Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Cathy Valentino, Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (2):  Doug Haith, Stephan Wagner

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:17 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  John Andersson requested a change to the draft minutes.  The amended minutes of March 19th were moved by Roxy Johnston, seconded by John Andersson and passed by voice vote.

Comments on Tompkins County’s Stormwater Permit Annual Report – Kate Hackett said this report is due to DEC by June 1st.  There were no comments.

Recommendations for Voting and Associate Memberships – Craig Schutt said the Nominating Committee recommends switching John Andersson to associate membership and Liz Cameron to the Environmental Health voting seat.  Action moved by Roxy Johnston, seconded by Barry Goodrich and passed by voice vote.  The appointment of Liz to the voting seat will proceed to PDEQ and the County Legislature.

Chair’s Report – Frank reported that he attended the 5/9 meeting on the monitoring plan being developed for the southern end of Cayuga Lake.  Jim Dennis is excused today because he is attending a DEC public meeting in Seneca Falls, where he will be expressing the Legislature’s hope that permits will require trucks to use routes 81-90-414 to Seneca Meadows landfill.  Frank has not submitted a written response to the Planning Department’s request for ways to reduce support staff time.  He wrote to the chairs of Planning Advisory Board and Environmental Management Council to see what they are doing.  Kate Hackett is leaving County employment this summer, which will also impact operation of WRC.

Coordinator’s Report – Kate distributed copies of the final Workplan, new membership list, and Annual Report.  The speaker who was scheduled for April will be rescheduled for later in the year.  Roxy recently provided a report to PDEQ on WRC actions in 2006.  Kate asked for a Dredging update, and Dan Karig was he attended a meeting last week with Ecologic and interested agencies.  We need a WRC/Ecologic meeting to discuss all issues.  He expects it to move quickly once the contract between the City and Ecologic is finalized.  Kate said special projects funding has been approved for two LIDAR projects.  This will bump us up on the waiting list for new flood plain maps.  She asked Darby to report on the Docks and Moorings meeting that was held in March.  Darby said IO and the Network cosponsored the meeting, and people are interested.  Most attendees were Seneca County residents.  They want to gather information from Canandaigua and Keuka lakes.  IO is sponsoring a meeting for the public on 5/30 at the Wells College Science Building, 7 PM, with Tom Vauter giving a presentation on the Cayuga Lake Restoration & Protection Plan progress and goals.  Kate announced she and her family will move to Delaware in August, where she will work for the Nature Conservancy. 

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller said they want to send a mini report to the people who responded to the survey last year.  They are developing the FAQ and contact list for the website.  Kate and Todd will give a presentation on aquifer studies at the County Legislature on 6/5, 5:30 PM.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig said they are examining differences between 2 cycle and 4 cycle marine engines.  In their efforts to examine the carrying capacity of the southern end of the lake, they want to provide a kind of census of the types of crafts that are used on the lake.  This is not easy to figure out, and they want data that can be compared in the future.  Finding out how many boats are launched at the marinas would be easy to compare, and easier to gather than using aerial photos.  Inlet cleanup has fallen by the wayside, but Sharon Anderson might be working on that.  The potential City position of Water Keeper is being discussed, as a part time job with tasks being defined.  The Waterfront Revitalization Plan mentioned need for a launching spot for non-motorized craft.  Dan is encouraging the City to improve access at the Farmers Market.  Kate and Darby suggested funding sources.  Education:  Roxy reported they had a display at Water Week.  There were fewer kids on Friday, but they were interested and inquisitive.  Saturday at the Farmers Market was busier than previous years.  Trumanburg water won the taste test.  Grants:  Craig reiterated that the LIDAR projects were funded, and said Kate helped craft the application.  Monitoring Plan:  Roxy said public meetings were held on 4/19, 4/30, and 5/9.  The committee met with DEC on 5/18 and had a good discussion.  The committee and CU will now consider all comments and update their draft plan.  CU is still operating under the old SPDES permit for 2006.  Water Quality:  No report.  Kate said she has heard that Art Lembo is leaving Cornell.  Wetlands:  Nick Schipanski said the survey will take off soon.  Results are expected to take the form of a report that will be available to municipalities, similar to the UNA directory.  Finger Lakes Land Trust has secured additional wetlands in Caroline for protection.  

[5:15 -- End of WRC business recorded by Secretary.]

Tributary Modeling for the Cayuga Lake Watershed – Doug Haith, of Cornell University, gave a presentation on his work.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on June 18, 2007.
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