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TOMPKINS COUNTY
WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL

June 16, 2008
Meeting Minutes

Members Present (18): John Andersson (Associate), Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron, Carol Chock, Barry Goodrich,
Roxy Johnston, Joan Jurkowich, Dan Karig, Darby Kiley, Rick Manning, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank
Proto, Cindy Schulte, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Linda Wagenet, Roger Yonkin

Members Excused (2): Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Nick Schipanski

Members Absent (2): Dan Konowalow, Paul Tunison

Staff Present (1): Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.)

Guests Present (2): Howard Goebel, Elaine Quaroni

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:25 PM.

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes — Todd Miller had an addition to the agenda from the Aquifer
Committee. It was placed to follow the guest speaker. The draft minutes of May 19th were moved by Craig
Schutt, seconded by Ed Bugliosi and passed by voice vote without change. Frank welcomed Rick Manning to
his first meeting since being appointed to the Business & Industry seat.

The Role of the Canal Corporation in Lake Levels — Howard Goebel, Canal Hydrologist, was present from
the Canal Corporation. He distributed a fact sheet from USGS, “Managing the Water Resources of the Oswego
River Basin in Central New York” [http://ny.water.usgs.gov/pubs/fs/fs18099/fs180-99.pdf]. Cayuga Lake is
part of the Oswego River Basin (ORB), and water levels are impacted together. The canal was built as a
transportation system and had peak use in 1951. It is now considered a recreation system. Water can get to the
lakes quickly, but the challenge is getting it out to Lake Ontario. Primary management issues are floodplain
encroachment, independent operation of lake levels, fixed hydraulics, development throughout the watershed,
and very limited flood forecasting. The Canal Corporation manages Oneida Lake and Cayuga Lake. Other
levels are managed by different entities, and there is no governing body that controls all of them.

Most of the other Finger Lakes are at a higher elevation than Cayuga Lake, and all discharge into the Seneca
River. The Canal Corporation attempts to keep Cayuga Lake at 384 feet in summer and over 380 feet in winter.
Levels below 379 affect property development and the ecology of the lake. 385 is minor flood damage level,
386 is major flood damage level, and 387.5 is the 100 year flood level. Sometimes (example: 1993) it is
necessary to close the gates to prevent flow reversal.

The National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Services uses radar, reservoir release, river
gage, snow cover, precipitation forecasts, climate prediction, and weather observation information to provide
flood warnings. The Oswego River Basin is part of the forecast service area of NOAA’s NERFC, and agencies
are making strides to get ORB into the model. NERFC wants ten years of data before adding to the model, and
five years of data is now available. We need gages installed so we can provide real-time data. A good model
can help everybody, and would track regional storms and high precipitation events.

The variety of regulatory agencies each operate to please their constituents. The Canal Corp. has recommended
creation of an Oswego Commission to coordinate regulation of lake levels. NYS gave up some site regulation
when the sites were deemed not necessary for canal management. The right of municipalities to Home Rule



plays a part in the lack of coordination. Howard said there are no cheap solutions, and estimated a fix at $10
million. Comments and questions can be addressed to him at howard.goebel@canals.state.ny.us.

Sources of Groundwater Data -- Todd Miller said the Aquifer Committee wants to begin charting data that is
currently being collected in Tompkins County. He distributed a draft table and requested feedback. Roxy
Johnston invited him to join in a meeting with her, Sharon Anderson, and Gail Steinhart about posting RUSS
data for the public. Liz Cameron warned that the information can be too generic, as it is difficult to list website
location and hard copy location in the space provided. The table was considered to be a good start, and
members can contact Todd with comments and questions.

Committee Reports — Cayuga Lake Recreation: Dan Karig said inlet signage is supposed to go up this week.
There are delays in developing a boat launch at the Farmers Market. Dredging: Dan received email from Liz
Moran of EcoLogic (City’s consultant on dredging project). Liz suggested the WRC committee only work
through the City’s Dredging Project Advisory Committee (4 WRC members are on DPAC). The WRC
committee wants to retain ways to interact with EcoLogic, but probably don’t need face-to-face meetings.
Maybe this will occur through use of a website or being copied on EcoLogic’s monthly reports to the City. The
committee needs to remain pro-active. Education: This committee has not met. They need a new chair and
more members. Nominating/Membership: Craig Schutt said members reviewed Elaine Quaroni’s application
for associate membership. He moved appointment, which was seconded by Joan Jurkowich and passed by
unanimous voice vote. Frank brought up the policy for soliciting municipal seats. Following discussion it was
determined that the recruiting process of contacting all municipalities plus the Tompkins County Council of
Governments will continue. Water Quality Strategy Update: Frank said this group needs to begin meeting. He
appointed Dooley and John as committee members, bringing the membership number to six. Joan Jurkowich
volunteered to chair. Frank asked to be copied on meeting announcements. WRC/CU Monitoring Plan: Roxy
Johnston asked for Roger Yonkin’s perspective, since he is the liaison from EMC to WRC. Roger said EMC
disapproved of the plan because of the changes to Lake Source Cooling monitoring stations. Carol Chock said
she tried to draw comments at EMC from people who supported the plan, but got no response. She agreed EMC
doesn’t want to give up LSC regulatory aspects. Joan Jurkowich said EMC’s Environmental Review Committee
will review the plan and make recommendations for EMC’s July meeting for a resolution or letter of comment.
Frank said this is a WRC responsibility, and was taken to EMC as a courtesy. Craig Schutt attended the EMC
meetings, and he was disappointed there were no comments on other aspects of the plan. He felt there was
mistrust at EMC of Cornell and WRC, but Roger disagreed there was any mistrust of WRC. Carol said we can’t
ignore any mistrust issues on LSC, as it will only build tension and also raises questions about continuing
monitoring and developing a new plan. Frank said this process has not been secretive. Roxy said she doesn’t
know if this will prove to be representative of other public response. She is not sure how to solve the fact that
there was no mention of the other aspects of the plan. The committee will keep moving forward with a meeting
with the Ithaca Journal editorial board tomorrow and public meeting at the library on 6/25 at 7 PM.

Chair’s Report — Frank thanked all who participated in the presentation to EMC on the draft monitoring plan.
PDEQ met on a special date in June, which preceded the EMC meeting, and so they could not discuss EMC
comments. He asked if members wanted to cancel the August meeting. Roxy moved to cancel the meeting,
which was seconded by Cindy and passed by voice vote.

Announcements/Other Business — Cindy said she supports the monitoring plan, but hears distrust in stream
monitoring discussions, too. Carol said she doesn’t want to see this plan get lost. Getting the two groups
together is important.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary
Adopted by the Council on July 21, 2008.



