
June 18, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (14):  John Andersson (Associate), Liz Cameron, Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Kate Hackett, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Mary Shelley, Linda Wagenet (Associate)

Members Excused (5):  Ed Bugliosi, Darby Kiley, Bud Shattuck, Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino

Members Absent (5):  Dan Dostie (Ex-Officio), Ted Hullar, Dan Konowalow, Tania Schusler, Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (2):  Scott Doyle, Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (3):  Sharon Anderson, Rebecca Schneider, Bill Sczesny

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:25 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  The minutes of May 21st were moved by Craig Schutt, seconded by Mary Shelley and passed by voice vote.

Chair’s Report –  Frank reported that PDEQ discussed the water monitoring plan that is being developed.  He has asked PDEQ members to submit questions promptly to Kate.

Coordinator’s Report –. Kate Hackett introduced Scott Doyle, a new Senior Planner at Tompkins County Planning Department.  Scott will be working with the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, the Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan, and the DEC grants for Ludlowville flooding and stream buffers.  It is not clear yet which new staff member will serve as WRC Coordinator.  Kate will be attending an Upper Susquehanna Coalition workshop on 6/28.  Much of their work matches WRC’s efforts.  Projects are being selected for the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, with discussion at PDEQ in June and upcoming in July.  Priorities will be discussed with municipalities.  Mike Carpenter, the contractor for the minigrants on Cherry Street, has been instrumental in some changes to the programs.  The green roof plan was switched to a green wall when it was determined the building might not support the green roof.  Now Mr. Carpenter is redesigning the parking lot runoff plan due to its proximity to an identified contaminated site at Wallace Steel.  WRC members are welcome to comment on the draft Conservation Plan the TCPD has drafted for Natural Features Focus Areas.  WRC had a presentation last year on this.  The Cayuga Lake Recreation Committee has requested money from the WRC budget for printing of updated boating brochures on good paper.  Members had no objections, so that will proceed.  Kate and Todd Miller made a presentation recently to the County Legislature on the status of the aquifer studies.  July 16th will be Kate’s last WRC meeting.

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller reported they met last month and finalized the letter to survey participants.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig reported that updated brochures are ready to print.  He has contacted the City about helping to implement their idea of a boat launch at the Farmers Market for non-motorized craft.  They are also checking on quantifying the carrying capacity of the lake by continuing with the idea mentioned last month about getting data from marinas.  Marinas seem agreeable, and this is info that can be compared year-to-year.  Dredging:  Dan said committee members will meet with EcoLogic staff on 7/31 to discuss aspects of the project.  The committee is drafting questions from the RFP, and EcoLogic will bring a topics list, too.  Dan’s research of old maps shows that today’s streams and lakefront are very different from the old records.  He also spoke with an engineer from the Canal Corporation, and gathered some interesting history on lake levels.  Monitoring Plan:  Roxy Johnston reported they met with DEC.  They are drafting a Q&A document for the website based on questions from the public meetings.  Kate also reminded members that the Lake Source Cooling SPDES permit will come up for renewal in March, so WRC needs to be ready to comment on that.  Roxy said IO will co-host a meeting in the fall for the public.  She stressed that she and Kate need member comments NOW.  Wetlands:  Nick Schipanski said on June 5th the Army Corps of Engineers and EPA released guidance for wetlands in response to the Supreme Court ruling last year.  This guidance may change regulations, and requires documentation from applicants.  The committee has been surveying wetlands, trying to see how many are isolated.   

Announcements/Other Business – Linda Wagenet announced that her office is organizing some outreach on the streambank restoration project completed in Caroline.  Barry Goodrich will do a presentation for WRC.  Kate told members they may borrow the Planning Department copy of the DVD.  Sharon Anderson announced a cleanup at Stewart Park on June 23rd at 9 AM.  On July 17th there will be a “how to” meeting in the Village of Lansing on rain gardens, and on July 18th there will be a workshop to construct a rain garden there.  

[5:10 -- End of WRC business recorded by Secretary.]

Roadside Ditching Practices – Rebecca Schneider gave a PowerPoint presentation on her work.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on July 16, 2007.
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