
October 15, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (12):  John Andersson (Associate), Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron, Barry Goodrich, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Craig Schutt, Roger Yonkin

Members Excused (6):  Roxy Johnston, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Paul Tunison, Cathy Valentino, Linda Wagenet (Associate)

Members Absent (3):  Jim Dennis, Dan Konowalow, Tania Schusler

Staff Present (1):  Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (5):  Sharon Anderson, Scott Doyle, Audrey Lewis, Lyle Raymond, Susan Riha

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:26 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Kathy Wilsea requested establishment of 2008 meeting dates.  Dooley Kiefer requested time for the County’s water well inspection program.  If Roxy Johnston arrives, Frank would like to discuss staffing of the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Draft minutes were moved by Roger Yonkin, seconded by Craig Schutt, and accepted with the correction of the IO forum date to 9/26 in the last agenda item.  

Optimal Lot Size for Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems:  Review of a Report from Dutchess County – Lyle Raymond was introduced by Frank, and introductions were made around the room.  Lyle provided copies of the article that was published in Talk of the Towns, the newsletter of the Association of Towns of New York State.  Dutchess County hired a consultant to conduct this study to be used as a component in developing recommendations for distances between septic systems.  The study focused on nitrates, but included prescription drugs and caffeine.  Key components were soil types and annual precipitation.  Of the four groups of soil, ranged from least amount of clay (A) to mostly clay (D), Dutchess County found about half of their land falls into the category established as C. Categories B and C are most common throughout NYS.  A chart in the handout showed soil groups and how they relate to aquifer recharge.  Another chart in the handout shows impact on septic systems, with type A soils still needing 1.3 acres of land for adequate precipitation infiltration rate, and type D soils needing almost 6 acres.  So rather than zoning, this study advocates moving to examination of soil type for establishing minimum lot size.  Dutchess County also checked stream records, in order to work backwards to establish runoff during storm events.

Audrey Lewis, Director of Environmental Health for Cortland County, said Cortland has established standards for minimum lot size.  She noted NYS standards are set by bacteria transfer.  John Andersson said some other approaches also examine proximity of water wells to septic systems.  Todd Miller said one of Dutchess County’s conclusions is that dense development requires public sewer systems.  Frank Proto asked if professional design standards can provide waivers for these criteria, and Lyle said the study does not mention examining system designs.  It also did not mention testing wells to check recharge.  The document is available on the Dutchess County website:  http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/WaterandWaste/ratesanddensityrecommendations.pdf
Recommendations for Appointments – Craig Schutt reported for the Nominating/ Membership Committee and provided their written recommendations for a slate of appointments.  Applications were available for review, as were copies of soliciting letters and press releases.  There was discussion on the Committee’s recommendation that the Tompkins County Council of Governments solicit and recommend who should fill the municipal seats, with comments ranging from not all municipalities participated in the Municipal Officials Association (the predecessor to COG), to MOA did not respond to our inquiries in the past.  The Committee recommended not filling the Business/Industry and Economic Development seats and instead converting them to an additional Environment seat and a new Planning seat.  Changes to seat structure need to go through the County Legislature.  Liz Cameron asked if they can remain their original designations and then become open to other people if not filled, and they can be set up that way.  Discussion on proposals for changes to seats will continue at the next meeting, when vote will occur on the slate.  Members who are absent today will be informed of the proposed changes.  Frank reminded members that officers will be appointed in January, and anyone who is interested should contact a member of the Nominating Committee.

Chair’s Report – Frank asked if the WRC/CU monitoring plan group has met.  Dooley and Darby said they attended the October meeting, where they discussed the Ithaca Journal article from September 27 on Lake Source Cooling and an associated letter from DEC to Cornell, and voiced disappointment that the joint committee was not consulted before the 9/27 letter was published.  They expect to publish a joint statement in the newspaper.  A detailed report will be requested of Roxy Johnston for the WRC November meeting.

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller said they met and talked about today’s presentation.  Regarding aquifer studies, a municipality already participating in a study can add a new component under the County’s capital program, which has a cost share of 30% USGS, 35% Tompkins County, 35% municipality.  There are discussions with Newfield and Groton about possibly beginning studies, and Darby will check with the Town of Lansing.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig reported a new kayak club is starting up, organized by former WRC member Tom Every.   

Announcements/Other Business – Dooley Kiefer asked about the status of the water well inspection program.  Liz Cameron said she expects some changes to the Sanitary Code for an inspection program to begin.  Draft changes remain on the County website, and some amendments were made following the public comment period.  Due to conflict with holidays, meeting dates were set for January 28th and February 25th, 2008.  Felicitations were extended to Frank for National Grouch Day.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:52 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on November 19th, 2007.
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