
November 19, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (13):  John Andersson (Associate), Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Mary Shelley, Cathy Valentino 

Members Excused (4): Ed Bugliosi, Liz Cameron, Paul Tunison, Linda Wagenet (Associate)

Members Absent (4):  Jim Dennis, Barry Goodrich, Dan Konowalow, Roger Yonkin

Staff Present (2):  Joan Jurkowich (T C Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (3):  Dave Bouldin, Susan Riha, Bin Zhu

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:21 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Tania Schusler asked to give the Education Committee report out of sequence because she must leave early.  Frank introduced Joan Jurkowich, Deputy Commissioner of Tompkins County Planning Department.  Darby Kiley requested a change to the draft minutes.  The amended minutes of October 15th were moved by Craig Schutt, seconded by Bud Shattuck and passed by unanimous voice vote.

Committee Report – Education Committee:  Tania said a request has been made that Cooperative Extension organize public forums in February on water monitoring.  The first meeting would be on watersheds, the importance of monitoring, and include a panel discussion.  The second meeting would probably be more technical.  She will discuss this with Paul Tunison and bring to WRC again next month.  

Research Programs at the Finger Lakes Institute – Dr. Bin Zhu, Research Scientist for FLI, presented a PowerPoint slide show and spoke about the mission and programs of FLI.  Some of the programs touched on were the submerged macrophytes study, European Frogbit, Zebra and Quagga Mussels, and Honeoye Lake stream sampling.  He said Dr. John Halfman of Hobart/William Smith Colleges, is studying the south end of Cayuga Lake for algal growth, circulation patterns, and water layers.  To stop the spread of invasive species, he recommended drying fishing poles and nets 24 hours between uses, cleaning off boats before transporting, and supporting Finger Lakes Institute by visiting and learning about their programs.  Frank Proto asked why Honeoye Lake has such poor quality, and it was attributed to its small size and shallow depth.  Dr. Zhu said Honeoye has been treated for phosphorus with no improvement, and continues to have lots of algae.  In the ranking mentioned of the Finger Lakes, Cayuga was next-to-last, and he stressed that multiple factors, such as agriculture and land use, were used in the ranking.   Cayuga has a large watershed, and Ithaca is a larger city than those found on the other lakes.  He welcomes other questions and can be reached at zhu@hws.edu.  

Nominating Committee – Craig Schutt reviewed the recommendations made last month and said an application was recently received from Joan Jurkowich for the Planning Department seat.  The slate of the October recommendations for voting seats plus Joan Jurkowich was moved by Frank Proto, seconded by Nick Schipanski and passed by unanimous voice vote.  The slate will proceed to PDEQ and the County Legislature.  There was some discussion on the “WRC Coordinator” job function that was previously held by Kate Hackett. Joan Jurkowich said TCPD staff members work on various water-related projects so WRC members should not expect any one person to perform the same job functions as Kate did.  Joan will review the WRC work plan to see if any specifics should be included in the TCPD work plan.  Discussion went on to the recommended changes to the voting seat structure.  The Nominating Committee had recommended changing the Business/Industry and Economic Development seats to Planning and another Environment seat.  There were comments both in favor of and opposing changes, and it will be discussed further at the December meeting.  Frank moved to appoint Susan Riha, Steve Penningroth and Cathy Valentino to associate membership.  This was seconded by Craig and passed by unanimous voice vote.

Update on the WRC/CU Lake Monitoring Plan – Roxy Johnston said the Monitoring Plan Committee has drafted an op-ed with Cornell staff for the Ithaca Journal in order to provide a status report to the public.  Cornell is responding to DEC requests, and the 2005 before & after impact report is being examined.  DEC is doing a full technical review of the CU application for a new SPDES permit for Lake Source Cooling.  DEC has to be part of the new monitoring plan because Cornell’s intention is to develop a plan that addresses the needs of the lake while fulfilling the requirements of the SPDES permit.  City of Ithaca GIS staff is developing maps for DEC use.  At some point, all the groups performing monitoring will be brought together for discussion on redundancy and goals.  The next joint WRC/CU meeting will focus on details of the plan.  Dooley Kiefer noted we do not need DEC’s blessing for the new plan, we need funding sources.  

Staffing at the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Plant – Roxy Johnston first disclosed that she is vice president of the union that represents City of Ithaca workers in this potential contract amendment, but is reporting today as an employee of the City.  The recent contract removed pager coverage that used to provide two on-call contacts at night.  This year the City wanted to drop coverage, and right now there are discussions going on to resolve the issue.  Cathy Valentino said any equipment breakdown that would lead to lake contamination would be considered an emergency.  The plant is well run, but old and has problems on a frequent basis.  The City, Town of Ithaca, and Town of Dryden are partners, and the towns were not aware of the change.  She hopes they will return to pager pay, which she feels has a low cost for the amount of safety it provides.  The partners are willing to fund this over and above what has been negotiated in the labor contract.  Roxy said right now wastewater emergencies are phoned to the water treatment plant, which is staffed around the clock, but there is no guarantee of immediate response if water treatment staff is busy and doesn’t answer the phone as the call comes in.  Susan Riha said she is on the NYS Advisory Council by virtue of being the director of director of the NYS Water Resources Institute at Cornell, and they helped in development of a handbook on wastewater management for local representative.  She provided a copy that will be put in the Planning Department Library.  Susan said municipalities will need to face the costs of caring for their aging facilities, or perhaps a bond act will be established.  Seminars are starting for local representatives and she expects community debates on risk and expense.   

Chair’s Report – Frank reminded members that election of officers will occur in January, and anyone interested should contact a member of the Nominating Committee.  He also encouraged members to start thinking about the 2008 work plan and committee structure, and preparing articles for the 2007 Annual Report.  

Committee Reports – Aquifer:  Todd Miller said they have been discussing whether there was a descrepancy in home lot sizes that was needed in sand and gravel settings to meet Health Dept. setback criteria (based strongly on ground-water velocity rates- the faster the GW velocity the larger the setbacks) between the well and septic system and that lot size as determined by the method used by a study in Dutchess County (based on recharge rates needed to avoid inputing nitrate into ground water so that the resulting concentrations will be less than 5 mg/L) assuming total build out and no sewering. There was fairly good agreement in the lot size needed (1.5 to 2 acres) between the two approahes in a sand and gravel setting, as long there were few complications with the lot such as a irregular shape (ex. long thin rectangular-shaped lot) or streams running through the lot, in which case, a larger lot would be needed to meet setback criteria of the Health Dept. However, the lot sizes needed increasingly diverges between the two methods as soil types grade to increasingly finer sediments. For the Health Dept. setback criteria, the lot size can become smaller in areas of fine-grained soils than that in areas of sand and gravel soils whereas, in the Dutchess County method the lot sizes increase as soil types become more impermeable and there is less recharge to dilute nitrate.  Roxy suggested they write an op-ed for the Ithaca Journal as part of a series on water quality.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Mary Shelley reported that 5 MPH signs are being posted in the Inlet.  Dan Karig is looking for a lead agency for annual cleanups.  Dredging:  Dan Karig submitted a written report.  The contract is being reviewed for the dredging study.  Stakeholder meetings might begin this winter.  Grants:  Craig Schutt reported they met recently and talked about the FLLOWPA budget.  They submitted their preliminary plan with few changes.  They left money in for an aquifer study in case another municipality decides to participate, plus Fall Creek, hydroseeding, sediment control, and a contribution to the Owasco Lake watershed assessment.  They will continue to fund USGS gaging station checks, and maybe look at LIDAR information after the flyover.  Wetlands:  Nick Schipanski is working on the gap analysis and the final report will be presented to WRC in February.

Announcements/Other Business – Craig said he recently heard Susan Riha speak on climate change, and suggested she speak at WRC next year.  

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on December 17, 2007.
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