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December 17, 2007

Meeting Minutes
Members Present (16):  John Andersson (Associate), Liz Cameron, Barry Goodrich, Roxy Johnston, Dan Karig, Dooley Kiefer (Associate), Darby Kiley, Dan Konowalow,

Todd Miller (Ex-Officio), Frank Proto, Nick Schipanski, Tania Schusler, Craig Schutt, Bud Shattuck, Cathy Valentino, Linda Wagenet (Associate)

Members Excused (3): Mary Shelley, Paul Tunison, Roger Yonkin

Members Absent (2):  Ed Bugliosi, Jim Dennis

Staff Present (2):  Joan Jurkowich, (T C Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.) 

Guests Present (3):  Sharon Anderson (Cayuga Lake Watershed Network), Bill Foster (Floating Classroom), Jessica Miles (Watershed Inspector for Owasco Lake Watershed)

Chair Frank Proto called the meeting to order at 4:18 PM.  

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  Changes were made to the Aquifer Committee report in the draft minutes.  The amended minutes of November 19th were moved by Craig Schutt, seconded by Barry Goodrich and passed by voice vote.

Stone Gardens: Report on the Barrile Streambank Restoration Project – Barry Goodrich provided an outline of the documentary and a handout showing the project partners, then the DVD was shown.  Anyone who wants to borrow a copy of the DVD may do so by contacting Barry, Craig Schutt at SWCD, or Kathy Wilsea at the Planning Dept.  Barry said all organizations involved learned a lot about stream restoration.  The project was completed on time in about a year.  Some costs increased due to design changes along the way.  The stretch of stream addressed is 3,000 feet long and falls 30 feet.  Nine crossvanes were installed to provide sinuosity and slow the flow.  A highwater event in June deposited gravel at the end of the project, which buried structures, and FEMA granted money for a fix.  More than 100 trees from RPM Ecosystems were planted, and they have provided very successful vegetation.

Dan Karig said there are differing schools of thought on restoration design.  He wondered about the material coming downstream, which Barry said comes from locations above the restoration project.  Monitoring will continue, probably for 20 years.  Todd Miller said a Schuyler site is having the same problem with accumulation.  Frank asked if landowners had to provide access, and Barry said they were required to provide easements for repairs and monitoring.  Landowners have helped with the revegetation phase.  Roxy Johnston said the project designer, Integrated River Solutions, didn’t like the design of the bridge over Route 79 at the end of the redesigned segment, because “skinny” bridges lead to erosion by fast water.  

Announcement of Elections for Chair and Vice Chair – Members interested in serving as officers should contact Craig Schutt.  Vote on officers will occur at the January 28, 2008 meeting.  

Chair’s Report – Frank asked committee chairs to submit reports to Kathy Wilsea for the WRC Annual Report.  The 2007-08 Work Plan will be emailed to members for review before the January meeting.

Committee Reports –  Education:  Tania Schusler had distributed a draft outline for public meetings on water quality monitoring, as proposed by Community Science Institute.  She asked if WRC is interested in co-sponsoring these events.  Bud Shattuck said having a coordinated effort is important for the Town of Lansing, as they may be willing to share monitoring expenses if other municipalities participate.  There was discussion on how to address technical aspects and also include the public.  Nick Schipanski pointed out the grant from the Park Foundations requires that the meetings be open to the public.  Sharon Anderson said the Network and IO are working on coordinating efforts and providing a guidance document.  There was discussion on splitting each date into technical and public phases.  Cathy Valentino asked for correction of the wastewater site to Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Craig Schutt suggested stressing that CSI coordinates efforts of volunteers.  Roxy suggested adding a bullet on the monitoring guidance document and getting someone to make a presentation about it.  Aquifer:  Todd Miller said they did not meet.  Presentations will be made on the aquifer study program to Newfield, Groton, and Ulysses.  Cayuga Lake Recreation:  Dan Karig said he is still working with the Canal Corp on speed limit signs for the Inlet, but he expects the signs to be installed prior to the boating season.  Work continues on a launch site at the Farmers Market for non-motorized craft.  In his search for stakeholders for an annual Inlet cleanup, he has found that Steve Flash (an owner of the Boatyard Grill) and Mickey Roof (owner of the Jewel Box) are developing an organization of Inlet business owners.  Rick Manning will serve as their liaison, and Rick is interested in joining WRC.  An application will be sent to him for the Business/ Industry seat.  Executive:  Frank will be asking for a meeting on the Work Plan.  Monitoring Plan Committee:  Roxy said the Op Ed was published.  They are now meeting more frequently to draft the plan and a joint statement.  These documents will come to WRC for vote.  As part of the series of op ed articles, Dan Karig is writing about sediment, USGS has drafted an article on the aquifer studies, and the Network and Finger Lakes Institute are also planning articles.  Frank reminded members that WRC has not taken a position on Lake Source Cooling, so members should be careful not to present their own opinions as WRC position.  Roxy said sampling locations from other entitles are being mapped, so it shows everything that is happening.  

Announcements/Other Business – Copies of Cayuga Lake excerpts from DEC’s Waterbody Inventory and Priority Waterbodies List are in the mail folder.  The entire digital file is available from Kathy Wilsea.  Craig Schutt pointed out that the Groton Wastewater Treatment plant is in the Owasco Lake section of the document.  The efforts of CU and WRC to develop a monitoring plan are mentioned several times in the document.  All waterbodies of Tompkins County are now listed in the inventory.  Frank Proto announced the County Budget passed, with WRC’s allocation intact.  Bud Shattuck asked about the support staff issues that were discussed during the year, and Frank said Kathy Wilsea will continue to provide support for WRC.  Sharon Anderson passed around copies of the Network newsletter.

Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Planning Department Secretary

Adopted by the Council on January 28, 2008.
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