TOMPKINS COUNTY
WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL

June 16, 2014
Meeting Minutes 

Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Sharon Anderson
	P
	Cooperative Extension

	John Andersson
	P
	At-Large

	Fay Benson
	E
	Agriculture

	Chris Bordlemay
	P
	Water Purveyor

	Ed Bugliosi
	A
	USGS ex officio

	Liz Cameron
	P
	T C Environmental Health

	Sarah Dwyer
	P
	Business/Industry

	Bill George
	P
	Municipal

	Barry Goodrich
	P
	Watershed Organization

	Roxy Johnston
	P
	At-Large

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	TC Planning

	Dan Karig
	A
	Recreation

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Darby Kiley
	P
	Municipal



	Name
	
	Representation

	Lynn Leopold
	P
	Municipal

	Jim McGarry
	P
	EMC Liaison

	Jon Negley
	P
	Soil & Water

	Frank Proto
	P
	At-Large

	Elaine Quaroni
	P
	At-Large

	Marjory Rinaldo-Lee
	P
	Environment

	Jose Lozano
	P
	Associate Member

	Scott Carpenter
	A
	Associate Member

	John Mawdsley
	A
	Associate Member

	Todd Miller
	P
	Associate Member

	Steve Penningroth
	A
	Associate Member

	Mary Shelley
	A
	Associate Member

	Tom Vawter
	A
	Associate Member

	Linda Wagenet
	P
	Associate Member

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	TC Planning





Guests: Angel Hinickle, Soil and Water Conservation District, James Balyszak, Hydrilla Program Manager, Leanne Hill, IAWWTF, Eve Rosekrans, WTP, Niamh O’Leary, Wells College, Matt Sledjeski, City of Ithaca, Chuck Baker, City of Ithaca

Chairman Frank Proto opened the public hearing at approximately 4:16 PM.

SPDES Permit Annual Report Public Hearing – Angel Hinickle, Resource Conservation Specialist for the Soil and Water Conservation District was present to provide information and answer questions related to the 2013-2014 Stormwater Annual Report. There were no questions or comments from the public. The Public Hearing was closed. 


Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Letter of Support for the Wetlands Mapping Grant Application was added to the agenda under Announcements/Other Business. MOVED by Darby Kiley, seconded by Barry Goodrich, to approve the minutes from May 19, 2014. The minutes were approved with one abstention, by Roxy Johnston, with the following changes: lines 25 add “upper gorge Treman Trail” and line 35 add “Taughannock“. Final WRC minutes are posted on the webpage http://tompkinscountyny.gov/planning under Advisory Boards.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary of SPDES Permits Annual Reports – Angel Hinickle presented the annual report for the storm-water coalition which covers 10 municipalities. This report covers Minimum Control Measures 1, which is public education and outreach and Minimum Control Measures 2, public participation. Angel noted her yearly presentation to a TC3 construction class that discusses permit requirements and storm water related trainings. What’s in the Watershed Series had 190 attendees, public events and outreach reached 105 adults and 3,115 students were reached in Tompkins County education related to storm water. The MS4/SPDES report’s official name is The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation State Pollution Discharge Elimination system permit for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems. Discussions centered on the person of contact regarding issues for groundwater issues related to man made changes. It was determined that since groundwater is not part of the permit, municipalities are responsible for compliance. Lynn Leopold asked from where the number of failed septic systems in the report is derived.  Angel responded that it varies by municipality, as some reports are made to the health department and others through reports made to municipalities. Lynn Leopold made the motion to move the Stormwater Annual Report, seconded by Chris Bordlemay. The Stormwater Annual Report was accepted by the Water Resources Council by unanimous vote.  

Update on the Water Plant Rebuild Project – Chuck Baker introduced himself as the Chief Operator with the City of Ithaca Water Treatment Plant. He noted that all 3 water treatment plants in the area are conventional plants. The process of water treatment is a multi-barrier process of coagulation, flocculation, filtration and disinfection. The main change at the Water Treatment Plant will be that filtration method will no longer be granule. The new system will use membrane filters. There are 4 contracts for the project.
1) Intake to Reservoir/Dam Safety Issue
2) Reservoir Road/Intake Building (Elm St. pump station)
3) Giles Street Waste Handling
4) Water Pump
Matt Sledjeski, WTP Contract Manager, went on to explain the details of the 4 contracts. Contract 1 is in final design and involves some dredging. The safety aspect will replace the low level outlet on the face of the dam. A 72 inch diameter gate that allows water to be released from the reservoir in the event of an issue has not worked since the late 1960’s and will be replaced. The gatehouse will also be replaced. The intake point will be moved from the bottom of the gatehouse further out to the reservoir and will have 3 screens that will have occasional pressure cleaning by a compressor. Portions of the raw water main will be stabilized in house. DEC’s dam safety requirements and regulations will require that the dam be anchored to the bedrock.  Contract 2 was done in preparation to contract 1 and will involve putting in a new road at exit 5 off of Slaterville Road which will allow safer access to the intake building. The Elm Street tank has not been on line for several years. Safety upgrades were made to access the top of the tank and a mixer was added to address water quality. A pump station was added to provide better turnover, improving water quality. Inside the new intake building is a large compressor and sampling equipment and sodium permanganate pumps for pre-disinfection. Contract 3 was constructed at the same time as contract 2. A waste handling facility was constructed at Giles Street. The new presses allow for a much drier process, which will require less labor and equipment. The 2nd part of contract 3 allows Bolton Point to feed any pressure zone for back up emergency metered flow. The final completion of contract 3 is expected in August. Contract 4 is out to bid on June 20th. The membranes were purchased under a separate contract after qualifying 3 different vendors. The biggest challenge during this process is rebuilding while staying in operation. Upgrades to pumps will have an expected efficiency up from the current 82% to 92%. The estimated capacity is rated for 7 million gallons a day. Currently the plant’s usage is between 2.8-3.2 million gallons daily. The new plant will handle 5 million gallons daily. The construction is scheduled to begin the end of July or early August. 

Hydrilla Update – There was a Hydrilla Taskforce Outreach meeting last Tuesday. The next meeting will take place prior to the treatments on July 3rd. On July 8th The Hydrilla Taskforce will have a public update meeting at the large pavilion at Stewart Park from 6:30-8:00 on July 8th. This will be prior to the treatments and will provide updates in conjunction with the New York State Invasive Species Awareness Week which takes place July 6-12th. Discussions will involve plans for 2014 and any additional invasive species of concern. The Taskforce Management Committee along with the Soil and Water Conservation District reviewed, finalized and approved treatment proposals for Sonar treatments in Cayuga Inlet and Fall Creek from Allied Biological and SePRO. The permit applications for the Aquathol-K treatments have been sent to the DEC and expect to have approval by the end of the month or early July. Riparian owner notification letters went out for the Aquathol-K treatments; the 21 day response period will expire by next week. Sonar permits are in in the process of being finalized. The initial treatments are Aquathol-K in the Inlet and Fall Creek, 4-6 weeks later the liquid and pellet Sonar in the Inlet followed by pellet treatments in the low flow areas in Fall Creek.  Bob Johnson is conducting tuber monitoring and sampling in the Inlet and Fall Creek. Germination and growth has been observed in the backwater areas of Fall Creek. Treatments will likely take place around the weekend of July 7th. Assembly member Lifton and Senator O’Mara have posed invasive species bills and legislation is poised for final action this week. Letters of support have been submitted and are encouraged. The possibility of a satellite business site for inlet waterfront businesses during the 24 hour closure period is still underway. Sharon Anderson mentioned there will be identification and sampling of Hydrilla during the public meeting on July 8th. James noted the DEC and other organizations will be conducting a Hydrilla Hunt Webinar that will take place August 7th between 2-3pm. 

Committee Reports – Aquifer – Todd Miller reported the arsenic pamphlet is in the final stage. The pamphlet should be available for review by WRC members by October or November. The Pony Hollow aquifer report will be available online in the near future. There will be no Aquifer Committee meeting in the month of July. Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership – There was no Partnership meeting held in May. The Technical Advisory Committee had a Web-x presentation and discussed Todd Walters’s preliminary work. Currently the model is still in the process of being developed. The Upstate Freshwater Institute has completed their lab analysis and are working on coming up with their own model.  They have also been conducting research on the quagqa mussels and what impact they may or may not have on phosphorus cycling in Cayuga Lake. A public meeting is scheduled for July 17th. Roxy Johnston has asked the WRC to sponsor the event and will have Liz Moran follow up on details. The TAC meeting discussions are available on the Cornell website. Education – Elaine Quaroni reported on a presentation on TMDL’s that was requested of Sharon Anderson by Tompkins County. A presentation will be made at the PEEQ meeting on July 18th about why Cayuga Lake is on the TMDL list. The Education Committee continues to be involved in the Hydrilla efforts and outreach. Executive Committee – The Executive Committee has not met. Frank noted a letter that was sent to Gillibrand encouraging her to get involved with the gauging stations. A letter to the Sustainability Center has been drafted in recognition of the award the sub-committee received on anti-fracking comments that the group feels they received in error. Grants – There was no Grants meeting in the month of June. Jose Lozano applied through Cleaner Greener EPA funding for the IAWWTF. The funding would be applied for energy generation. Recreation Committee – Has not met. The next meeting is scheduled for July to go over the muscle powered boating brochure. The brochure will go over launch sites, trails, waterfront and waterway trails. The main focus is to create a brochure that does not need constant updating. Streams – Todd Miller announced that Dan Karig is in the process of locating the approved plans for German Cross Road for pipelines and has been in contact with contractors and the DEC to no avail. Joan Jurkowich provided an update on the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program and suggested having Scott Doyle give a presentation no later than September on the proposal in order to solicit support from the Water Resources Council for future funding. Jon Negley added that the TAC will be conducting a field visit on July 1st. Wetlands Committee – Has not met. 

Letter of Support for the Wetlands Mapping Grant Application - Darby Kiley, John Mawdsley, Nick Hollingshead and Hillary Lambert have been working on drafting a letter to the Parks Foundation to request funding in the amount of $21,000. The funding would be used to complete the wetlands mapping to include the remainder of the county. This would include wetlands that are not currently regulated by the DEC or the Federal Government making them vulnerable to disturbance and destruction from development. Darby requests that the Executive Committee draft a letter supporting the Park Foundation to complete the mapping. Dooley made the motion in support of the Wetlands Mapping letter of support, seconded by Roxy Johnston. The sponsorship of the Wetlands Mapping Grant Application by the Water Resources Council was approved by unanimous vote.

   

Chair & Staff Reports – Frank Proto announced the completion of the Water Resources Council annual report. He mentioned Barry Goodrich may make a presentation to the Planning Committee. Joan Jurkowich announced the Comprehensive Plan Update meetings. 2 meetings will take place in Ithaca on June 19th at the Borg Warner room at 11:00am and at 5:30pm at GIAC. Meetings will also take place in Caroline, Newfield, Jacksonville and Groton in the evenings the following week. For more information contact the Tompkins County Planning Department. Joan requested that budget requests for 2015 be sent to her no later than July 14th. 

Announcements – Frank Proto announced there will be no meeting in August.  


Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:05PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Adopted by the Council on July 21, 2014
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