TOMPKINS COUNTY
WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL

September 15, 2014
Meeting Minutes 

Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Sharon Anderson
	P
	Cooperative Extension

	John Andersson
	P
	At-Large

	James Balyszak
	P
	At-Large

	Fay Benson
	A
	Agriculture

	Chris Bordlemay
	P
	Water Purveyor

	Ed Bugliosi
	P
	USGS ex officio

	Liz Cameron
	P
	T C Environmental Health

	Sarah Dwyer
	P
	Business/Industry

	Bill George
	P
	Municipal

	Barry Goodrich
	P
	Watershed Organization

	Roxy Johnston
	P
	At-Large

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	TC Planning

	Dan Karig
	P
	Recreation

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Darby Kiley
	P
	Municipal



	Name
	
	Representation

	Lynn Leopold
	P
	Municipal

	Jim McGarry
	P
	EMC Liaison

	Jon Negley
	P
	Soil & Water

	Frank Proto
	P
	At-Large

	Elaine Quaroni
	P
	At-Large

	Marjory Rinaldo-Lee
	P
	Environment

	Jose Lozano
	A
	Associate Member

	Scott Carpenter
	A
	Associate Member

	John Mawdsley
	P
	Associate Member

	Todd Miller
	P
	Associate Member

	Steve Penningroth
	A
	Associate Member

	Mary Shelley
	E
	Associate Member

	Tom Vawter
	A
	Associate Member

	Linda Wagenet
	P
	Associate Member

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	TC Planning



Guests: Scott Doyle, Tompkins County Planning Department

Chairman Frank Proto opened the public hearing at approximately 4:25 PM.

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Tompkins County Planning Department Budget Update was added under item 5, Chair & Staff Reports. Moved by Joan Jurkowich, seconded by Jon Negley, to approve the minutes from July 21, 2014. The minutes were approved with 1 abstention on behalf of Roxy Johnston. Final WRC minutes are posted on the webpage: http://tompkinscountyny.gov/planning under Advisory Boards.

Tompkins County Stream Corridor Restoration & Flood Hazard Mitigation Program  
Scott Doyle opened the presentation by providing the history on the Stream Corridor Restoration & Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, formerly known as the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program. The current program is largely based on the recommendations of several watershed assessments conducted in 2005. In 2006, the program was restructured based on those assessments and was implemented in 2007. The program utilizes a “watershed based approach” which assesses adverse impacts of what might happen above and below a proposed project site. The program further aims to support local plan goals such as the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan and Hazard Mitigation Plan, to leverage for other funding sources, and to improve surface and ground water quality. The annual budget for the Stream Corridor Restoration & Hazard Mitigation is $25,000 and is used for three main types of projects: (1) plantings, (2) in-stream restoration or (3) broader assessment and design.

Projects are selected based on the watershed assessments and other locally identified needs. Every January a memo is sent out to Supervisors, Mayors, and Highway Superintendents to ask them for local projects to consider. These projects are then evaluated by a Technical Advisory Committee which includes representation from the Tompkins County Planning and Health Departments, the United States Geological Survey, US Fish and Wildlife Service and Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District.  Potential projects are formally evaluated and those selected for implementation and then are brought to the Legislature through the Planning, Energy and Environmental Quality Committee. 

As of 2007, there have been 25 projects selected for implementation along 7 creeks, in 5 watersheds, and 7 different municipalities. Over 10,000 feet of stream banks have been worked on and 2,000 trees and shrubs were planted.  He described some examples of project including: 

Cornell Research Farm – added several hundred feet of planted stream buffers

Brooktondale at Middaugh Rd – debris and asphalt removal, built in-stream structures, established buffer area

Freeville Railroad Bridges – woody debris removal

South Street Extension – survey and design work for active landslide adjacent to County Road

Projects of 2014 include the Buffalo Creek stabilization project in the Town of Caroline, maintenance plantings in the Town of Dryden, and debris removal in the Town of Caroline. The Owasco Lake watershed assessment is in progress as communications to Cayuga County have been made for the purpose of analysis of range of flooding to the Town and Village of Groton to help develop potential preventive measures. Experimental ditch treatments on county roads are being considered to trap sediment and analyze how they work over time. The last project planned for 2014 will take place in the Town of Caroline and will involve debris removal.

Lessons to date included the fact that a number of the projects required more time and money than originally planned and maintenance and monitoring are important for upkeep on the projects. Scott also noted that there is a critical role of the partners, especially the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District, as well as volunteers that will be key elements in these projects moving forward.

Members discussed the recommendations for the 2014 project focusing on alternative treatments for roadside ditches. Scott indicated a number of options and solutions are being considered; activity on this is anticipated in 2015.  Questions centered on the timeline for construction at the South Street Extension project now that culvert has been replaced. A number of concerns with the drainage issues are issues being addressed by the County Highway Department. The estimated timeline for construction may be 1-2 years based on the availability of grants funded. Cornell University was mentioned as a possible source for further support of the Tompkins County Stream Corridor Restoration and Flood Hazard Mitigation Program. Floodplain mapping updates were further discussed as a critical piece and will remain a priority for the County, although this is is outside of the scope of the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program. 

Stormwater Meeting Update - Frank Proto reported on the Stormwater meeting at the Common Council on September 9, 2014. Representatives from the Stormwater Coalition, Water Resources Council, and the City’s Conservation Advisory Committee were in attendance. The presentation introduced the new stormwater fee that will be charged to property owners in the City of Ithaca in January of 2015. Members discussed the possibility of the Stormwater Coalition sending a letter to the City of Ithaca to request the designation of a full-time Stormwater representative. A summary of the Stormwater Meeting is attached.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Committee Reports – Nominating – Joan Jurkowich reported that the Nominating Committee will meet on October 6th at 10:30am. A reminder email will be sent out. Recreation – Lynn Leopold reported that the Recreation Committee did not meet but will be scheduling a meeting for mid-October. Streams – Dan Karig reported that the Streams Committee has not met since July. Efforts to set up a meeting with Dominion Pipeline and Jean Foley at NYSDEC concerning the 6 Mile Creek pipeline crossing were unsuccessful. Mike Thorne, Superintendent of Public Works for the City of Ithaca, will be attending the next Streams meeting to discuss stormwater management. Wetlands – Darby reported that Nick Hollingshead’s Wetlands Mapping of Dryden pilot plan is expected in late September. She noted the meeting she attended with Hillary Lambert, Jon Mawdsley, Nick Hollingshead, and John Jenson to go over the letter of support; a few municipalities wrote letters in support of the project. Approval of funding for the project is pending a response from the Park Foundation.  Aquifers – Todd Miller noted a blog he read regarding the drinking water standard for arsenic that was re-set in 2000 to 10 parts per billion. Since then the EPA has been keeping track of arsenic over the last decade and has since proposed to lower the drinking water standard to lower than 10 parts per billion. Congress shelved the bill for the past 2 years and will now act on it using data to include studies conducted for those 2 years to determine the results. The results will be announced in 2015 or 2016 to likely recommend the level be lowered to something less than 10 parts per billion. He noted that the Village of Dryden is looking into the well on Dryden Lake located on New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s property. Arsenic results were less than 1 part per billion in tests conducted by the Village of Dryden. A state referendum is required to permit the Village of Dryden to lease the property from the NYS DEC. [Such a lease may be able to be authorized by the State Legislature or administratively by the Department of Environmental Conservation; more research is needed.] The village is hiring a consultant to study the economics of connecting to Bolton Point rather than going out several miles to Dryden Lake. Members suggested the aquifer study be used to drill some test wells to see if there is another location to pursue to avoid having a state referendum in order to move forward. Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership – Roxy Johnston reported on the presentation by Dave Bouldin at their Monitoring Partnership meeting. His presentation was based on a case he was developing based on 750 data points over 40 years that supports the predictive value of winter or deep lake water SRP values for what the algal bloom will be the following summer. Further discussion with the committee will determine whether to support his decision to publish the report or present his findings to the public. Education – Elaine Quaroni reported that the Education Committee did not meet. She noted the Hydrilla in the south east corner of Cayuga Lake found in August and the outreach to homeowners in that area that she and Hillary Lambert took part in. Sharon Anderson noted the TMDL presentation she will make to the Stormwater Coalition later in the week. Sharon also mentioned the small grant she is looking into that would focus on flood resiliency and the possibility of creating a workshop geared towards municipal officials and planners to look at green infrastructure. Frank Proto suggested a polite reminder go out to the City of Ithaca in hopes of offering the support of the Education Committee with the stormwater outreach. Executive Committee – Frank Proto reported that the Executive Committee did not meet. He noted that responses to the letters sent to both Kirsten Gillibrand and Jean Foley are pending. Grants – Jon Negley announced a grant opportunity with the New York Sea Grant Partnership. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is requesting proposals for projects that enhance community resiliency and eco-system integrity for planning monitoring evaluation, assessment, implementation, stewardship, and demonstration and applied research projects. Proposals are due September 30, 2014. 

Hydrilla Update – James Balyszak provided updates on the Hydrilla outreach and management. His report is attached. For more information please visit: www.stophydrilla.org and www.tompkinscountyny.gov/health

 Chair & Staff Reports – Joan Jurkowich reported that the draft of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan will be released next week. Outreach efforts will be made throughout the month of October. A presentation on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan update will take place at the next Water Resources Council Meeting. Members are encouraged to read the draft plan prior to the meeting on October 20th. The Tompkins County Planning Department submitted their budget a month ago. The Planning Department will be giving a presentation to the legislature on September 22nd. There were 4 over-target requests that included maintaining staffing at current levels, matching funds for energy activities, funding for Tompkins County Stream Corridor Restoration & Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and Housing Needs Assessment. The Tompkins County Administrator recommended all funding requests with the exception to the Housing Needs Assessment. The Tompkins County Stream Corridor & Flood Hazard Mitigation Program was requested for permanent funding rather than of the previous multi-year funding; the recommendation of the Tompkins County Administrator was for funding for 1 year. Frank Proto suggested the Water Resources Council write a statement in support of multi-year funding coupled with an increase to $30,000. Sharon Anderson moved to have the WRC send a letter to the Tompkins County legislature supporting multi-year funding for the Stream Corridor Restoration and Flood Hazard Mitigation program. Dooley Kiefer suggested requesting it under the Capital Budget Program. After further discussion pertaining to the permanent funding for the program, Sharon Anderson withdrew her motion to recommend multi-year funding.  Bill George moved to have the WRC request the support of Tompkins County legislature in target funding for the Stream Corridor Restoration and Flood Hazard Mitigation program; Lynn Leopold seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 13 yes votes, 0 no votes, and abstentions on behalf of Joan Jurkowich and Liz Cameron. 


Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:16PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Adopted by the Council on, 2014



































Stormwater Meeting 


September 9, 2014


Attendees:

City of Ithaca & Stormwater Coalition                         

	Name
	Representation 
	Email

	Ari Levine
	City Attorney
	attorney@citynofithaca.org

	Mike Thorne
	Superintendent of Public Works 
	mthorme@cityofithaca.org

	Scott Gibson
	Environmental Engineer
	scotty@cityofithaca.org

	Brent Cross
	TCSWCD 
	bcross@cayuga-heights.ny.us

	Angel Hinickle
	TCSWCD
	angelhinickle@twswcd.org

	Jesse Hill
	CAC
	jesse@ppmhomes.com

	Linda Aarismaa
	TCSWCD
	lma25@cornell.edu

	Michael Culotta
	CAC
	culotta@mindspring.com

	Mark Wittmer
	Town of Caroline
	mark_wittmer@townofcaroline.org




Water Resources Council
	Name
	Email

	Sharon Anderson
	ska2@cornell.edu

	Elaine Quaroni
	elainequaroni@verizon.net

	Chris Bordlemay
	clb83@cornell.edu

	Lynn Leopold
	lynnbird58@gmail.com

	Dan Karig
	dek@cornell.edu

	Barry Goodrich
	rbarrygood@aol.com

	Jon Negley
	jonnegley@twswcd.org

	James A. Balyszak
	stophydrilla@gmail.com

	Roxanna Johnston
	rjohnston@cityofithaca.org

	Frank Proto
	fproto@tompkins-co.org














Frank Proto, Chair of the Water Resources Council, opened the floor for introductions made by all City employees, Water Resources Council members and Stormwater Coalition representatives. 

Ari Levine introduced himself as the Attorney for the City of Ithaca. He went on to reference the Stormwater Task Force fact sheet that was approved by Common Council. http://www.egovlink.com/public_documents300/ithaca/published_documents/Agendas/Common_Council/2014/06-14/06-25-14%20Common%20Council%20Meeting%20COW%20Agenda.pdf 

The new stormwater law is not a plan on what to do next with the City of Ithaca’s stormwater infrastructure, rather a financing mechanism that enables long term planning. Coordinated outreach on the proposed legislation concerning stormwater infrastructure management and financing was made to the public, Cornell University as well as the press. 

The objective of the new law involving stormwater user management fees that has since passed aimed at tackling the larger portion of tax dollars used for stormwater in order to find alternative methods to cover the million dollar expense in assessments for the City of Ithaca.  This financing mechanism was designed to create a dedicated funding stream by implementing a user fee generated by Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) on all tax lots in the City of Ithaca.  1 ERU is calculated by using an average of 2,300 square feet of impervious surface per lot. This fee will include the stormwater exempt properties, low runoff residential lots and all other lots; lots where calculations range from less than 0.25 ERU’s, incurring  no fee, to lots containing 0.25-1 ERU incurring a proposed annual fee of $48. This fee will include the previous tax exempt owners in a new system of financing. Common Council passed a local law that delegated to the Board of Public Works the responsibility to develop and approve a set of credit opportunities that would allow users to reduce their user fees.  Incentives of ongoing user fee reductions for permeable surfaces such as gardens, lawns, and green roofs will be made available to homeowners. 

Scott Gibson mentioned future outreach in stormwater management and the need to update the stormwater drainage analysis. Noted concerns with 6 Mile Creek walls falling as well as sediment build up and gravel bars in Cascadilla and 6 Mile Creek.  Updates and direction for replacement of infrastructure are key issues to address. A Capital Project Request has been submitted through Common Council for approval to bring on a consultant to conduct water surface profiles in all 3 creeks to determine where the flood hazards exist. Members noted the need for collaboration between agencies in order to pool resources and prevent duplication of efforts.  The Environmental Protection Fund was noted as a possible resource for funding.    
































WRC Meeting: 9/15/14  
Hydrilla Project Updates
Compiled by James A. Balyszak

· Initial contact herbicide treatments (Aquathol-K) applied in Fall Creek and Cayuga Inlet on July 17th and July 29th, respectively. Both treatments went smoothly. Concentration and retention times in Fall Creek did not reach targeted levels; this is likely due to the higher flow rates through the Fall Creek system. Cayuga Inlet closed for 24hr period surrounding contact herbicide treatment (TC Sheriff and USCG AUX. assisted with closure again). Concentration and retention time of contact herbicide in Cayuga Inlet was excellent! Overall, a very effective treatment. As with previous seasons, the Task Force does not expect to see much regrowth in Cayuga Inlet following this initial treatment. 
· Follow-up low-dose, systemic herbicide treatments (Sonar) initiated in Fall Creek and Cayuga Inlet on August 14th and August 26th, respectively. Sonar pellets are being applied in Fall Creek (golf course lagoon, Stewart Park Pond, and Fall Creek cove). Bump treatments are determined by ongoing water quality monitoring. Sonar pellets applied in Cayuga Inlet in Allen Treman Marina and Linderman Creek. Injections units provide liquid Sonar coverage to the remaining portions of Cayuga Inlet treatment zones. Sonar concentrations in Cayuga Inlet have been excellent, with only a few issues with injection unit function that were quickly resolved. Sonar concentration/retention time in Fall Creek has been challenging due to higher flow rates. Floating barriers at golf course lagoon and Stewart Park pond have helped increase retention time. Fall Creek cove has had rapid dilution and very low Sonar concentration levels. 
· Due to the difficulty of treating the Fall Creek cove, the Task Force has decided to move ahead with a physical removal effort of hydrilla the week of September 22nd. Workers from NYS Parks, City of Ithaca, Racine-Johnson, and the Hydrilla Program Manager will be in charge of removal efforts. Fall Creek cove is shallow (18-24 inches) and easily accessible by small johnboats. Observed hydrilla growth in Fall Creek cove has been healthy and robust, with scattered patches 8-10inches tall. Hydrilla plants have begun putting down tubers in the past two weeks.
· Bob Johnson has been conducting extensive plant community monitoring/sampling, especially in southeast corner of Cayuga Lake. Areas where physical removal and benthic barriers were installed in August 2013 show no signs of regrowth. Two (2) hydrilla patches have been discovered this season, adjacent to 2013 removal/benthic barrier areas. The Task Force and City are working together on possible use of City funds to purchase benthic barriers to have on hand for contingency plan. City would provide up-front funds to cover costs of benthic barriers, and then receive reimbursement from NYSDEC hydrilla funds (grant contract already in place). Request has been made, and further coordination will be needed. Once benthic barriers are on hand, Racine-Johnson Aquatic ecologists would install approx. 1,000 sq. ft. in southeast corner of Cayuga Lake over two (2) patches discovered this season. 
· Additional plant community monitoring has shown no evidence of regrowth in the Cayuga Inlet since treatment initiation. 
· Ongoing water quality monitoring is being conducted, with results being updated/posted to the TC Health Dept. and Stophydrilla.org websites. Eve Rosekrans (City intern) has been conducting sampling and herbicide signage maintenance. 
· Mid-quarter reimbursement request from FWS ANS FY13 funding has been processed and sent out. End of 3rd Quarter request will be process for remaining work completed during August and September 2014. Also processed 3rd Quarter reimbursement request for NFWF-Pulling Together Initiative grant for education/outreach activities conducted by CLWN and Floating Classroom. Payment will be processed by NFWF the week of September 15th.  
· The NY Invasive Species Research Institute (NY ISRI, housed at Cornell University-Dept. Environmental Science) has hired Carrie Brown-Lima as the new Coordinator. She will be coordinating IS outreach, collaboration, and determining research opportunities and gaps. James will be meeting with Carrie on Thursday 9/18 to discuss Hydrilla Project efforts locally and around the state. 
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