
Tompkins County  
Request for Proposal – Submission Instructions 

 
Respondents shall submit their proposal response per the instructions below.  Respondents who do not follow 
these guidelines may have their proposals rejected as incomplete or non-responsive. 
 

• Respondents shall read all documents contained in this specification package.  Failure to do so does not 
excuse respondent from abiding by all instructions, terms or conditions. 

• Responses shall be submitted to the location and in the format indicated in the specifications no later 
than the date and time indicated. 

• Respondents must submit their questions regarding any portion of the specifications in writing to the 
email address provided in the specifications by the date provided.  Answers will be provided no later than 
five (5) days prior to the Proposal due date. 

• The County reserves the right to amend the specifications prior to the due date by written “Addenda”.  It 
is the respondent’s responsibility to ascertain whether any addenda have been issued prior to submitting 
their proposal. 

• Respondents shall submit their proposal in a sealed package or envelope with the name of their company 
and the title of the Request for Proposal. 

• Respondents must provide one original printed copy, with original signatures, of their proposal response.  
Electronic files may be requested as well. 

• Respondents shall submit all forms that require signatures with their proposal response. 

• All responses submitted become the property of the County and are subject to Public Information Policy. 

• This invitation to respond does not commit the County to award a contract, nor shall the County be 
responsible for any cost or expense that may be incurred by the respondent in preparing and submitting 
their response or any cost incurred prior to the execution of a contract. 

• The County reserves the right to cancel the contract without cause with a minimum of thirty (30) days 
written notice.  Termination or cancellation of the contract will not relieve the respondent of any 
obligations or liabilities resulting from any acts committed by the respondent prior to the termination of 
the contract.  The respondent may cancel the contract with one hundred-twenty (120) days written 
notice. 

  



Tompkins County  
Request for Proposal – Terms & Conditions 

 
Method of Award: 
The County reserves the right to award the contract to the respondent who submits the proposal that proves to 
be in the best interest of the County.  The County has the sole discretion and reserves the right to cancel this 
request, reject any/all responses, to waive any/all informalities and/or irregularities if it is deemed to be in the 
best interest of the County to do so.   
 
Contract Extension: 
The County agrees, under the General Municipal Laws of New York State to allow all authorized users who wish 
to utilize any contract awarded as a result of this solicitation to do so.  However, it is understood that the 
extension of such contract is at the discretion of the respondent and the respondent is only bound to the 
contract between itself and the County. 
 
Term of Contract: 
The term of contract shall be specified within the detailed specifications.   
 
Contract Award: 
The contract award, if any, will be made within forty-five (45) calendar days of due date.  The contract shall be 
awarded to the respondent who submits the proposal that proves to be in the best interest of the County. 
 
Non-Appropriation Clause: 
In accordance with New York State General Municipal Law, the County will not be liable for any purchases or 
contracts for goods or services for which funding is not available.  As a result, the respondent agrees to hold the 
County harmless for any contracts let for which funding either does not currently exist, or for which funding has 
been removed prior to the authorization to proceed.  Should it become necessary for the County to cancel a 
project after the order to proceed has been issued, the County will only be liable for, and the respondent agrees, 
to only assess those financial damages that it can prove to have incurred as a result of the contract cancellation. 
 
Training: 
If required, training shall take place during regular business hours.  Training shall be provided until all County 
personnel involved in the contract are adequately trained.   
 
Workforce Diversity and Inclusion: 
Tompkins County government is committed to creating a diverse and fully inclusive workplace that strengthens 
our organization and enhances our ability to adapt to change by developing and maintaining: 

A. An organization-wide understanding and acceptance of the purpose and reasons for diversity; 
B. Recruitment and retention policies that assure a diverse workforce; 
C. A workplace environment that is welcoming and supportive of all; 
D. Awareness, understanding and education regarding diversity issues; 
E. Zero tolerance for expressions of discrimination, bias, harassment, or negative stereotyping toward any 

person or group; 
F. A workforce ethic that embraces diversity and makes in the norm for all interactions, including delivery 

of services to the public. 
 
Respondents are encouraged to include an outline of their diversity policy in their proposal response. 
 
  



Contract Re-Assignment: 
The respondent shall not re-assign any portion of the any contract that results from this solicitation without the 
express written consent of the County. 
 
Corporate Compliance: 
FEDERAL FUNDING COMPLIANCE:  The Respondent agrees to comply with all Federal, State, and local laws 
and regulations governing the provision of goods and services under this Contract.  To the extent that federal 
funds are provided to the Respondent under this contract, the Respondent agrees that it will comply with all 
applicable federal laws and regulations, including but not limited to those laws and regulations under which the 
Federal funds were authorized. 
 
Further, Respondent agrees to comply with the County’s Compliance Plan regarding Federal and State fraud and 
abuse laws; the Compliance Plan can be reviewed at www.tompkins-co.org or a copy can be obtained from 
Tompkins County Administration, 125 East Court Street, Ithaca, NY  14850. 
 
Respondents that are providers of healthcare services certify that the Respondent, and all employees, directors, 
officers, and subcontractors of the Respondent, are not “excluded individuals or entities” under Federal and/or 
New York State statues, rules and regulations, to determine  if any of them are on or have been added to the 
exclusion list. 
 
The Respondent shall promptly notify the County if any employee, director, officer of subcontractor is on or has 
been added to the exclusion list.  The County reserves the right to immediately cancel this contract, at no penalty 
to the County, if any employee, director, officer or subcontractor is on or has been added to the exclusion list. 
 
By submitting a response to a Request for Proposals, you are attesting to the fact that you and/or the provider, 
which you represent, have not been sanctioned nor excluded by any of the aforementioned entities. 
 
Iranian Energy Sector Divestment: 
By submitting a response to this solicitation, the respondent hereby represents that said respondent is in 
compliance with New York State General Municipal Law Section 103-g entitled “Iranian Energy Sector 
Divestment”, in that said respondent has not: 

a. Provided goods or services of $20 Million or more in the energy sector of Iran including, but not limited 
to, the provision of oil or liquefied natural gas tankers or products used to construct or maintain 
pipelines used to transport oil or liquefied natural gas for the energy sector of Iran; or 

b. Acted as a financial institution and extended $20 Million or more in credit to another person for forty-five 
days or more, if that person’s intent was to use the credit to provide goods or services in the energy sector 
of Iran. 

Any respondent who has undertaken any of the above and is identified on a list created pursuant to Section 165-a 
(3)(b) of the New York State Finance Law as a person engaging in investment activities in Iran, shall not be 
deemed a responsible bidder pursuant to Section 103 of the New York State General Municipal Law. 
 
Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, every respondent submitting a response to this solicitation must 
certify and affirm the following under penalties of perjury: 

(1) “By submission of this response to solicitation, each respondent and each person signing on behalf of any 
respondent certifies, and in the case of a joint response, each party thereto certifies as to its own 
organization, under penalty of perjury, that to the best of its knowledge and belief, that each respondent 
is not on the list created pursuant to NYS Finance Law Section 165-a (3)(b).” 

  

http://www.tompkins-co.org/


Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, any response to this solicitation that is submitted without 
having complied with subdivision (1) above, shall not be considered for award.  In any case where the respondent 
cannot make the certifications as set forth in detail the reasons therefore.  The County reserves the right, in 
accordance with General Municipal Law Section 103-g to award the contract to any respondent who cannot make 
the certification on a case-by-case basis under the following circumstances: 

(1) The investment activities in Iran were made before April 12, 2012, the investment activities in Iran have 
not been expanded or renewed after April 12, 2012, and the respondent has adopted, publicized and is 
implementing a formal plan to cease the investment activities in Iran and to refrain from engaging any 
new investments in Iran; or 

(2) The County of Tompkins has made a determination that the goods and services are necessary for the 
County to perform its functions and that, absent such an exemption, the County of Tompkins would be 
unable to obtain the goods or services for which the Bid is offered.  Such determination shall be made by 
the County in writing and shall be a public document. 

Living Wage 
Tompkins County must consider the wage levels and benefits, particularly health care, provided by contractors 
when awarding bids or negotiating contracts, and to encourage the payment of livable wages whenever practical 
and reasonable.  
  
If contractor certifies on Attachment A that its employees directly providing services outlined in this contract are 
NOT paid a living wage, the department contract representative may have a conversation with contractor to 
understand the cost implications of achieving the living wage threshold, whether there are structural barriers 
impacting the ability to pay the living wage, plans to improve wages over time, generous fringe benefits, or other 
considerations that should be applied when addressing the question of whether it is practical or reasonable to 
meet the living wage threshold including the cost required to bring the contract to the living wage threshold. 
 


