
Tompkins County Council of Governments   
Gas Drilling Task Force 

AGENDA 
October 20, 2011 3:00-5:00pm 

Scott Heyman Conference Room (Old Jail) 
125 E. Court St. 

 
 

3:00 Land Use Analysis and Impact Assessment Project 
- Progress report  
 

Art Pearce 

3:10 Commenting on the sGEIS – PART 1: Gathering comments 
- Sources of comments for municipalities and residents to draw from 

(see below)  

Liz Thomas/Darby 
Kiley 
 

3:30 Commenting on the sGEIS – PART II: Local Public Hearing 
- Tentative date: Thurs. Dec. 1 
 

Lawrence McCann 

3:50 IOGA Questions – (see submitted questions below) 
 

Don Barber and all 

4:05 TANG Coordinator - Progress Report  
 

Darby Kiley  

4:15 TANG Plans for 2012 
 

All 

4:35 Association of Towns: 10/17 meeting on sGEIS, legislation and litigation 
 

Liz Thomas 

4:40 Recent actions of note 
-Update on any recently passed legislation or resolutions 

  

All 

4:50 Next meeting/General Announcements 
 

 

5:00 Adjourn 
 

 

*********************************** 

SOURCES OF sGEIS COMMENTS 

Estimated release dates for comments from:  
• Environmental Management Council—November 9 
• PRI and Cornell via CaRDI—October 28 
• TC Planning—November 18 
• TC Water Resource Council ‐  November 21 

• TCCOG‐TANG 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wN9zpxrhM39qYco7wQsUMPXCMvHY9gJFPCBDgI3QFeM/mobile
basic?hl=en_US 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wN9zpxrhM39qYco7wQsUMPXCMvHY9gJFPCBDgI3QFeM/mobilebasic?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wN9zpxrhM39qYco7wQsUMPXCMvHY9gJFPCBDgI3QFeM/mobilebasic?hl=en_US


• SourceWatch http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=2011_SGEIS_Flaws%28NY%29 

• Dr. Janette Barth's preliminary comments on the Sept 2011 Economics Study: 
http://tinyurl.com/DrBarthOnSep2011SGEISEconStudy 

• James L. 'Chip' Northrup, energy industry: 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/65100325/SGEIS‐General 

• The Ithaca Panel ‐‐ 7‐25‐11  
o Karen Edlestein, mapping consultant: 
o Helen Slottje, CEDC: 
o Tony Ingraffea, Cornell: 
o Lou Allstadt, former Executive Vice President of Mobil Oil Corporation: 
o Roger Downs, Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter 
o The audio from the 7‐25‐2011 panel in Ithaca is here: 

http://www.archive.org/details/SgeisWcbIthaca7‐25‐11 
The presenters slides are here: 
http://tinyurl.com/TCAGasMapSGEIS 
The video is here: 
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA6647ADA1229FB37 
Transcripts from the Ithaca panel are here: http://shaleshockmedia.org/transcripts‐tompkins‐
county‐forum‐on‐revised‐draft‐sgeis‐july‐25‐2011/ 

• Catskill Mountain Keeper: 
http://williamahuston.blogspot.com/2011/07/catskill‐mountainkeeper‐why‐fracking.html 

• National Wildlife Federation 
http://www.eany.org/images/Reports/dsgeiscomments12312009.pdf 

• Environmental Advocates 
http://statepolitics.lohudblogs.com/2011/07/19/enviros‐release‐top‐10‐list‐of‐fracking‐concerns/ 

• Kate Sinding, NRDC 
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/ksinding/revised_draft_environmental_re.html 

• ProPublica: 
http://www.propublica.org/article/state‐fracking‐rules‐could‐allow‐drilling‐near‐new‐york‐city‐water‐
supply‐t 

• Radioactive Waste Management Associates 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/64407403/Radioactive‐Waste‐Management 

• Walter Hang, Toxics Targeting 
http://www.toxicstargeting.com/MarcellusShale/documents/letters/2011/06/15/martens and at 
http://ToxicsTargeting.com  

 

********************************************** 

QUESTIONS FOR THE INDEPENDENT OIL AND GAS ASSOCIATION (IOGA) 

Can IOGA arrange meetings with real and potential gas extraction firms with County and affected municipalities to 
work on the details in questions below? 

• How can we insure that there are adequate trained personnel for EMS with increased activity caused by 
drilling? How can we insure that EMS vehicles can move quickly down roads with increased traffic, 
especially large trucks on our road system?  How can we insure that roads have adequate shoulders so 
heavy trucks can pull over to allow EMS vehicles pass? 

• How can we work with IOGA members to develop a Road Use Agreement template 

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=2011_SGEIS_Flaws%28NY%29
http://tinyurl.com/DrBarthOnSep2011SGEISEconStudy
http://www.scribd.com/doc/65100325/SGEIS-General
http://www.archive.org/details/SgeisWcbIthaca7-25-11
http://tinyurl.com/TCAGasMapSGEIS
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA6647ADA1229FB37
http://shaleshockmedia.org/transcripts-tompkins-county-forum-on-revised-draft-sgeis-july-25-2011/
http://shaleshockmedia.org/transcripts-tompkins-county-forum-on-revised-draft-sgeis-july-25-2011/
http://williamahuston.blogspot.com/2011/07/catskill-mountainkeeper-why-fracking.html
http://www.eany.org/images/Reports/dsgeiscomments12312009.pdf
http://statepolitics.lohudblogs.com/2011/07/19/enviros-release-top-10-list-of-fracking-concerns/
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/ksinding/revised_draft_environmental_re.html
http://www.propublica.org/article/state-fracking-rules-could-allow-drilling-near-new-york-city-water-supply-t
http://www.propublica.org/article/state-fracking-rules-could-allow-drilling-near-new-york-city-water-supply-t
http://www.scribd.com/doc/64407403/Radioactive-Waste-Management
http://www.toxicstargeting.com/MarcellusShale/documents/letters/2011/06/15/martens
http://toxicstargeting.com/


• Tompkins County has a shortage of affordable housing and we suspect our County may be a destination 
point for gas workers due to college town activity.  How can IOGA work with its member to insure at a 
minimum no reduction in affordable housing and at best an increase? 

• Tompkins County is a tourism destination and hosts 20,000 students and their families.  How can drill 
pads and their ancillary/ support businesses be shielded visually from State highways, State land (parks 
and forests) and Cornell and IC? 

• What kind of increase in population can a municipality expect based on experiences in PA? What are the 
percentage of workers that bring family with them? Do most gas companies provide health insurance for 
their workers? 

• Tompkins County has and desires to maintain and grow its sustainable, small business economy.  We have 
seen in Towanda PA and other PA cities that the gas industry and associated businesses overwhelm the 
existing business activity.  What can your industry do to be a partner in economic development? 

• We recognize that only the southern portion of Tompkins County has Marcellus shale at a depth allowed 
for gas extraction, yet we expect that all of the above impacts will be felt in our County even if no drilling 
occurs in our County but is allowed in NYS.  How can we work together to mitigate these impacts? 

• Where does the industry expect to take flowback and produced water from NYS wells to be treated? Is 
there a chain of custody plan to prevent illegal discharging of the material? 

• What is IOGA’s opinion about using production water as a de‐icing material for roads?  

• We hear discussion about the potential for using propane in the fracking process. What is the likelihood of 
this? What are the pros and cons? 

• Given that the water supplies for the City of Ithaca, Cornell University and Bolton Point (Towns of Ithaca, 
Dryden and Lansing and Villages of Lansing and Cayuga Heights) are all surface waters (Six Mile Creek, Fall 
Creek and Cayuga Lake respectively) are gas companies willing to voluntarily prohibit gas drilling in the 
watersheds of these drinking water supplies? 

• Explain how local municipalities benefit from gas development under the current taxation structure in NY 
given that any additional income tax benefits the State not local governments. How will our extra costs for 
additional staff be funded? 

• Can IOGA highlight how any flowback or produced water will be disposed of safely? Where would this 
happen? How much more truck traffic might we expect from the disposal process? 

• How can homeowners determine what chemicals to test for in their water wells? How much does that 
cost? Is there any discussion of funding water tests for low income or working poor families. 

******************************* 

EVENTS: 
• November 29 WSKG Community Conversation on the revised draft sGEIS, 7:00‐9:00 p.m. TENTATIVE 

DATE 

• Fuel for Thought: A Community Conversation – sponsored by IOGA of NY, Thurs, October 27, 7pm, 
County Building Auditorium, 60 Central Ave, Cortland 

• Marcellus Shale revised Draft sGEIS Webinar Nov 9 4‐5:30 
Presenters: Amy Galford, Extension Associate, College of Human Ecology; Brian Rahm, Post Doctoral 
Associate, Water Resources Institute; David Kay, Senior Extension Associate, Community and Regional 
Development Institute and possibly one or two additional presenters from the Cornell Community.  This 
will augment the two presentations that will be ready soon highlighting the differences between the draft 



and the revised draft.  The discussion will include water, community and economic perspectives on the 
revised DEC draft supplemental generic environmental impact statement  

Register: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dFlvd1duSElkQXRRcUltTDRUN2lvblE6MQ

 

RESOURCES:  

• Natural Gas Drilling Effects on Municipal Governments Throughout Pennsylvania’s Marcellus Shale 
Region, Part 1 , Part 2 , Part 3, and Part 4‐ by the Marcellus Shale Education and Training Center (MSETC) 
(9/25/11, 10/2/11, 10/9/11, and 10/16/11) 

• The Economic Consequences of Marcellus Shale Gas Extraction: Key Issuesdrilling 
http://www.greenchoices.cornell.edu/development/marcellus/policy.cfm 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dFlvd1duSElkQXRRcUltTDRUN2lvblE6MQ
http://extension.psu.edu/naturalgas/news/2011/09/natural-gas-drilling-effects-on-municipal-governments-throughout-pennsylvania2019s-marcellus-shale-region-part-i
http://extension.psu.edu/naturalgas/news/2011/10/natural-gas-drilling-effects-on-municipal-governments-in-the-marcellus-shale-region-part-ii?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+PennStateNaturalGas+(Penn+State+Natural+Gas+News)
http://extension.psu.edu/naturalgas/news/2011/10/natural-gas-drilling-effects-on-municipal-governments-in-the-marcellus-shale-region-part-iii-local-government-survey-results-from-clinton-and-lycoming-counties
http://extension.psu.edu/naturalgas/news/2011/10/natural-gas-drilling-effects-on-municipal-governments-in-the-marcellus-shale-region-part-iv-local-government-survey-results-from-clinton-and-lycoming-counties?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+PennStateNaturalGas+(Penn+State+Natural+Gas+News)
http://www.greenchoices.cornell.edu/downloads/development/marcellus/Marcellus_CaRDI.pdf

