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I understand that my comments will be submltted to the Depamnent of Environmental Conservation as an official public
comment in response to the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation’s draft Supplemental General

Environmental Impact Statement regulating the use of hydrofracturing in naﬁal gas drilling process.
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November 30, 2011 1

dSGEIS Comments

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-6510

Dear Commissioner Martens:

I am opposed to High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) of the Marcellus and Utica shale
formations in New York State for several reasons. This letter will address New York State’s
Home Rule Law.

The draft SGEIS, Proposed HVHF Regulations and Proposed SPDES General Permit should
confirm the authority of local towns and municipalities to prohibit the heavy industrialization
and undesirable changes to a community resulting from natural gas drilling and mineral
extraction activities and related activities by the use of local zoning laws and ordinances.
There is no legal precedent allowing NYSDEC to supersede the rights of a local community to
enact zoning laws and ordinances to protect its citizens from heavy industrialization and its
consequences in their community.

To date, a number of communities in the Finger Lakes region have enacted moratoriums

on HVHF drilling for natural gas or have created zoning ordinances prohibiting heavy
industrialization within their communities. To avoid significant litigation for towns in the Finger
Lakes region that are attempting to preserve the agricultural and tourism characteristics

of their communities, NYSDEC in the SGEIS, the Proposed HVHF Regulations and Proposed
SPDES General Permit should affirm the right of towns under NYS Home Rule to use zoning
ordinances to prohibit undesirable activities in their local communities. Since NYSDEC has not
quantified the short and long term social and economic impacts of HVHF drilling for natural gas
on the established and growing agricultural and tourism economy of the Finger Lakes region,
HVHF drilling for natural gas should not be permitted if such activities run counter to a town’s
comprehensive plan and/or zoning ordinances.

The town of South Bristol, where | live, is located at the southern end of Canandaigua Lake
and includes significant agricultural and tourism industries that depend on the pristine quality
of our land, air, and water. The South Bristol comprehensive plan is dedicated to preserving
this rural character. HVHF drilling for natural gas will negatively impact the quality of life for
thousands of people who depend on this rural character for their livelihoods.

Most sincerely/7 -~ %W
e

Edgar A. Brown
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