| am writing to inform you of evidence | have found suggesting a significant
conflict of interest for the authors of the study entitled "Lack of data to
support a relationship between methane contamination of drinking water
wells and hydraulic fracturing".

The authors of this questionable response to the Duke study signed a claim
that they have no conflict of interest. This, however, is patently false.

The authors, Tarek Saba and Marek Orzechowski, work for scientific
consulting firms that support gas companies currently attempting to get
permits to use the method of hydraulic fracturing to extract natural gas
from the marcellus shale in New York state. The authors therefore have a
significant financial interest in the success of these ventures and would
benefit by dissuading governmental regulation that would prohibit this type
of drilling based on environmental and health concerns such as those
voiced in the article "Methane contamination of drinking water
accompanying gas-well drilling and hydraulic fracturing", also published in
PNAS, to which this article was a response.

The company for which Dr. Orzechowski works, Civil and Environmental
Consultants, Inc. (CEC), provides the following description on their main
web page (http://www.cecinc.com/ <http://www.cecinc.com/> ): "CEC s
proud to be a member of the Marcellus Shale Coalition, and offers a wide
range of services to support the Marcellus gas industry." They continue on
their page regarding their work with the Marcellus shale
(http://www.cecinc.com/markets/marcellus.html
<http://www.cecinc.com/markets/marcellus.html> ): "The natural gas
industry is one of CEC's leading market sectors, and the Marcellus Shale is
key to that market in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and New York..."

Dr. Saba too has been hired by various natural gas companies as well, as
shown by his resume, available online at

http://www.exponent.com/tarek saba/
<http://www.exponent.com/tarek saba/>, partlcularly under the heading
"Natural Gas" on page 8.
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