
APPLICATION FORM:  SPRING 2014 COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS GRANT  

Applicant Instructions: 
 Read the Application Guidelines prior to completing this application 
 Answer all 12 questions using the space provided. You may attach up to one additional page of text if 

you find that you need more room to answer any of the questions.
 Provide a complete budget. An Excel version of the budget form is online here:  

www.tompkinscountyny.gov/tourism/. To request that the budget form be emailed to you, email Tom Knipe at 
tknipe@tompkins-co.org or call 607-274-5560.

 Email a .pdf file of this completed application by 11am, Friday, February 21, 2014 to: 
tknipe@tompkins-co.org OR by hand or by mail to Tompkins County Planning Department, 121 East 
Court Street, Ithaca, New York 14850.

 Send a copy of your application to the municipality where your Celebration will take place.  A list 
of municipalities and addresses is provided with this form.

Celebration Name: “Finnishing Touches” Municipality where Celebration will take place: 
Newfield, NY

Expected Attendance/Participation: 180-200 Date(s):Nov. 15-16, 2014
Group requesting grant (organizer):
Finger Lakes Finns

Amount requested:  
$523

Event Contact Name: Shirley Barton       
Phone:  607 387 9224
Address:  PO Box 184   _________________________Email     sebarton@fltg.net
                       ___________  Mecklenburg, NY 14863

1. Describe your celebration in a few sentences.“Finnishing Touches” is a hands-on craft event for 
all ages. Finnish handicrafts/arts are displayed, and visitors are invited to try their hand at various 
traditionl Finnish crafts. A few locally crafted Finnish items will also be for sale.

2. What is the history of the event (ie, number of years it has occurred)?
 “Finnishing Touches” debuted in November of 2013, and the event was an immense success.

3. What aspects of the community’s culture or history are you celebrating?
The Newfield area is home to descendants of Finnish immigrants of the early 20 th century. The celebration 
will focus on handicrafts, traditional foods, and music of Finnish-Americans of the Finger Lakes. The 
emphasis will be on the hands-on component. The attendees will be able to try their hand at various crafts 
and take home items they created as well as gain knowledge of these skills, so that they can  replicate the 
product on their own.

4. How will you convey to attendees the historical or cultural component of your celebration? If you would 
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like help defining the historical component, please contact the County Historian at: historian@tompkins-
co.org.
The venue will have a display of traditional rag rugs, quilts, woven textiles, straw ornaments, etc., which 
will be labeled with Finnish names and the history of items. Finnish baked goods, especially “pulla”, 
traditional cardamom bread, as well as coffee will be available. (The Finns are the world's biggest coffee 
drinkers – over 25 lbs.of coffee enjoyed per year per capita!)

5.  How will you measure attendance, benefits, and success of the event?
One person will be delegated to the task of head count at the door. As to other measures of success, we will, 
to a great degree, rely on anecdotal data, such as verbal praise. Last year, we received numerous requests to 
repeat the event, many stating that the hands-on portion was uniquely different from what was available at 
other craft events. The Finnish craft items exhibited also differed greatly from items in other craft shows in 
the area.

6. List local partners and entities that will assist with the event, and what they will provide.
The Newfield Fire Department will provide the venue. The Newfield Library, responsible for the 
community bulletin board in the village, will advertise for us. The library is also providing a meeting space 
for the planning committee.

7. List the board of advisors.
Maija DeRoche – President
Shirley Barton – Committee Chair
Jeanne Frandsen – Vice President
Virpi Loomis – Secretary
Oiva Vesa - Treasurer

8.  How many people might be expected to attend, and how will you promote the celebration?
In 2013, we had about 150 attendees, including children. As the word has spread, we are anticipating 180-
200 attendees at this event. In 2014, we will advertise through local newspapers, electronic media, flyers 
and word of mouth. We will also have large road side signs directing people to the event, a feature lacking 
in 2013. 

9. What measures will you take to promote diversity and inclusion through your celebration?
As in 2013, everybody is welcome. Although, in the past, Finns have been a homogeneous group, the 
assimilation process in the U.S. created a much more diverse and culturally varied entity. The venue is 
wheelchair accessible and hazard free. This event is particularly suitable for all ages, and cooperative craft 
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work between the young and the old is encouraged.

 
10. What measures will you take to promote/practice environmental sustainability through your 
celebration?
The Finger Lakes Finns will request to use the Newfield Fire Department's coffee cups and plates, in order 
to diminish trash. Paper, metal, and plastic scraps will be recycled..

10.  How have you taken advantage of the technical assistance resources of the Tompkins County Festivals 
Program?  
Outside of attending the 2013 informational meeting, the Finger Lakes Finns relied on phone calls and 
emails to Tom Knipe. We appreciate having a source for assistance, however, so far, our event has not 
required a lot of technical assistance.

 

12.  What would be the specific impact of receiving less funding than you are requesting?  For example, 
what are the things that you would like to be able to do that you would not be able to do?  What would be 
removed or reduced from your plans if you had to make do with less than requested?
The members are willing to buy materials for the handicrafts. However, many are on a fixed income. 
Should we not receive the grant, the number of craft items would be seriously curtailed. Advertising would 
be diminished. Live music would not be included.

*Attach a Budget Form showing how the grant money would be spent. The budget form must be in 
the format provided.

 



Celebration Name:
Community Celebrations Grant Application - Budget/Expense Report Form

EXPENSES   
USE 

Example only $50 $30 $20 
Example only $300 $0 $300 

List all major categories of expenses Local talent Scandinavian musicians local $300 $68 $232
Add or delete lines/rows as needed Local talent
Include the value of in-kind support Other entertainment
Denote in-kind as in example. Local food

Local products local flour for coffee bread $10 $10
Local services lunches for teachers local $45 $45
Space rental Newfield fire hall $150 $150
Sound system
Reusable signs
Reusable banner
Paid Advertising newspaper ads $100 $100
Printed Collateral
Other Marketing
Support for Volunteers
Other fuel for transport to many meetings $240 $240
Other materials for hands-on craft items $200 $150 $50
Other
Other 
Other

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,045 $523 $522

Grant share must be 50% or less Community Celebrations Grant Share of Total Expenses (%) 50.0%

INCOME - CASH SOURCE 
List major categories of income Community Celebrations Grant $523.00
Add or delete lines/rows as needed Other grant

Include value of in-kind donations Event revenues sale of some handmade items $200.00

Cash donations $32.50

Other $

Other $

SUBTOTAL (cash income) $756

INCOME - IN-KIND
Donated goods materials for hands-on craft items $50
Donated goods fuel for transport to many meetings $240
Donated services  
Donated services  
SUBTOTAL (in-kind support) $290

TOTAL REVENUES (including in-kind) $1,046
REVENUES LESS EXPENSES $1

Instructions: Complete this form and submit it with the application. If successful in receiving a grant, the organizer must also fill in this form after 
the event takes place with actual expenses and submit the document with the narrative report within one month of the event to:

Tom Knipe, Senior Planner/Tourism Coordinator, tknipe@tompkins-co.org or Tompkins County Planning,121 East 
Court St., Ithaca, NY  14850. Email submission is strongly preferred.

DESCRIPTION                            
  (provide details) 

ESTIMATED 
TOTAL 

ESTIMATED 
USE OF 
GRANT  

DIFFERENCE to 
be made up with 
other resources 200 8.5x11 color posters at 25c 

eachDonated food - restaurant X (in-
kind)

DESCRIPTION                            
  (provide details) 

ESTIMATED 
TOTAL 

Note: this form is also available as an Excel spreadsheet file. Email tknipe@tompkins-co.org


