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We are very much indebted to W. Glenn Norris, who was Tompkins County Clerk
and the first appointed County Historian. His book The Origin of Place Names of
Tompkins County, published by the DeWitt Historical Society in 1951, has been
invaluable and served as our starting point. We have also used other references,
including maps, directories, and town and city minutes located in the municipal
offices. We have consulted newspaper articles, especially those of Lyman Gal-
lagher, Barbara Bell, and Carol Kammen, as well as scrapbooks and unpublished
essays in the collections of the municipal historians and historical societies, most
notably, the DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County, located in the Tomp-
kins County Museum in Ithaca. For the City of Ithaca, the Sanborn Fire Insurance
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cially the 1853 county map and maps of Ithaca dated 1851, 1872, 1889, and 1903.
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