
This document is dedicated to the listing of a historic bridge available for adaptive 
reuse. The bridge listed here is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, and 
any sale will be awarded for $1.00 to the entity who develops the most responsive 
preservation proposal. Following selection, the successful proposer / entity must sign a 
bill of sale and enter into an agreement with the Tompkins County Highway Department 
to include provisions for restrictive covenants regarding the preservation and 
maintenance of the bridge.  

Materials Available for Review: 

01- Bridge Offer Document

02 – Bridge Location Map

03 – Bridge Inspection Report

04 – Bridge Flag information

05 – Draft section 106 document

To be considered, all proposals must be submitted electronically to  
kchapman@tompkins-co.org , and the subject line must read "PROPOSAL FOR 
ADAPTIVE REUSE OF THE PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE," and detail their plans for the 
preservation and reuse of the bridge meeting the conditions detailed in the Bridge 
Marketing Document. 
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01- Bridge Offer Document 



BIN 3314460
Podunk Road over Taughannock Creek

Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County

Page 1 of 2

Bridge Offer

The Tompkins County Highway Department is seeking parties interested in taking ownership of 
the Podunk Road Bridge in the Town of Ulysses. This bridge was originally constructed in 
1915 and carries Podunk Road Bridge over Taughannock Creek.

The current owner, Tompkins County, in consultation with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) determined the bridge is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The investigation of historic properties 
within and nearby the project site began with a review of the County file and the collection of 
documentation of the Resource Eligibility Evaluation. It identified the Podunk Road Bridge as 
National Register eligible under Criterion A. This bridge is associated with historic event(s) or 
activities at the time of original construction.

BIN 3314460 is a 56-foot single span metal pin-connected Pratt through-truss that carries two 
10 ft travel lanes. The bridge is made of two trusses with the floor hanging between them. Each 
member intersection is connected by a large metal pin. The bottom chord members are built up 
using channel shapes bound together by eye bars. The top chord members are built up using 
channel shapes bound together by a cover plate. The vertical tension members are double 
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angles connected by lacing bars. All the compression members are eye bars, either 1 or 2 
individual eye bars per member. The metal grate deck sits on top of steel stringers which sit on 
floor beams suspended by a single plate at each truss panel point.

The existing bridge is currently load posted for 8 tons and has been both red and yellow flags
discovered during recent bridge inspections. For the most recent bridge inspection information, 
refer to the project Design Approval Document.

The most vulnerable locations on the bridge, are due to horizontal cracks and rust-thru 
perforations within the lower portion of the web bearing area on floor beams and stringers and 
the heavy section loss to stringer top and bottom flanges near the point of maximum bending on 
floor beams and stringers. A single truss cannot withstand the loss of a member, and each truss 
is unable to share load with the other. In a critical event, the entire bridge is likely to be lost.  

The cost of dismantling and storing the existing bridge is estimated at approximately $97,500 
(including a 15% contingency). This estimated cost excludes the removal of the lead-based 
paint from the steel structure in accordance with the US Environmental Protection Agency’s 
requirements. In lieu of removing the lead-based paint a quid pro quo agreement to accept 
liability for the lead-based paint may be acceptable. The bridge foundations would be removed 
separately by the new bridge contractor.

Interested parties are required to meet certain conditions, which include: 

Provide a comprehensive written plan for the preservation and future use of the bridge,
including any desired modifications, and the estimated cost of rehabilitation. It is
preferred that the new owner be able to use the entire superstructure of the truss bridge.
Maintain the structure and the features that give it historic significance according to
prescribed standards.
Assume all future legal and financial responsibility for the structure, including “hold
harmless” agreements to the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)
and to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Post a performance bond.
Provide proof of ability to assume the financial and administrative responsibilities of
bridge ownership throughout its existence.

Agencies, jurisdictions, organizations, or private owners interested in obtaining ownership of the 
bridge for aesthetic, historic, recreation or other uses should contact Kelly Chapman, Tompkins 
County Highway Department, at (607) 274-0300 or email at kchapman@tompkins-co.org . This 
contact must be received no later than close of business on 31 Funding to assist 
with relocation or rehabilitation may be provided up to the estimated cost of bridge demolition. If 
an interested party secures its own federal funding, it is noted that any bridge preserved with 
federal funding shall thereafter not be eligible for any other highway funds pursuant to Public 
Law 100-17, Section 123(f) (Historic Bridges). 
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02 – Bridge Location Map 
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03 – Bridge Inspection Report 









Inspection Times (hours)



Span Number : 1





No bats were found at the bridge.

Yellow Flag 3B25M3W029 (supersedes Yellow Flag 3B2468W021) for Top and bottom flange section loss to Stringers S2-
S4 in all panels.
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04 – Bridge Flag information 



New York State Department of Transportation
PIA Red Flag 3B25HPW015

Flag Date: December 04, 2025

Superseding Information:

No Flags Superseded

Feature Crossed:

3 - Steel, 10 - Truss - Thru

TAUGHANNOCK CREEK

1915

03 - SYRACUSE

Typical or Main Span Type:

Region:

1 - NORTH

Feature Carried:

Number of Spans: Bridge Carries National Highway System:

This Bridge is not a Ramp

No

TOMPKINS

1

Structure Information

COUNTY ROAD 146

Political Unit: Town of ULYSSES

Approximate Year Built:

County:

Orientation:

BIN: 3314460

Mike KostakisBy:

Bridge Load Posting (Tons) :

Primary Owner:

Primary Maintenance Responsibility:

30 - County

30 - County

15

Posted Load Matches Inventory : Yes

Timothy Johnson

NYSDOT Region 3

Verbal Notification Information

Person Notified:

Of:

Date: December 04, 2025 10:59:00 AM

Date:

Signature: Date: December 04, 2025

Signature Information

Mike Kostakis, P.E. 085074-1

John D. Seligman, P.E. 067549-1Reviewed By: December 04, 2025

Attachments: 1

Page 1 of  3
Report Printed: December 05, 2025 12:34:55 PM

Format Version 20250820



PIA Red Flag 3B25HPW015                              BIN 3314460                              Flag Date: December 04, 2025

Flagged Elements

Flagged Condition Description
Background:
This is single span pony truss with a stringer-floorbeam system supporting an open steel grating. The current posting of
15 Tons is based on a 2021 Level 1 Load Rating using Allowable Stress Rating (ASR).
Details:
As a result of higher section losses of Stringer 3 in Panel 2, the attached 2025 Level 2 Load Rating Summary indicates
that the controlling H-Operating Rating (HOR) is now 11 Tons.   According to EI 20-026 LOAD RATING/POSTING
GUIDELINES FOR STATE-OWNED HIGHWAY BRIDGES the current 15 Ton Posting now needs to be lowered.
Therefore, in accordance with the 2017 NYSDOT Bridge Inspection Manual with August 2024 Amend/addend, Appendix
B, Section VI-Load Rating Flags, this condition is now a Mandatory Red Flag PIA.

Additional Information:
According to EI 20-026’s Table 2 Safe Load Capacity Guidelines, the Level 2 Safe Load Capacity (SLC) is 0.8 x 11 Tons
= 8 Tons

Parent Element Element
Span Number : 1

113 - Steel Stringer

Flag Condition Category: 16 - Load Rating Calculation
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Flag Photographs

1 2025 ASR Level 2 Load Rating Summary .png

Attachment Description: 2025 Level 2 Load Rating Summary (ASR)

Photo Number: Photo Filename:
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LEVEL I LOAD RATING REPORT 
 

ANALYSIS OF BRIDGE STRINGERS IN RESPONSE TO 
NYSDOT YELLOW FLAG 3B25M3W029 AND  

RED FLAG 3B25HPW015 
 

Podunk Road over Taughannock Creek 
BIN 3314460 

Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County 
 

RECOMMENDED POSTING VALUE: 8 TON (ASD method) 
(Truss Panel 2, Stringer 3 Controls) 

 
Prepared for: 

 

 
 

Tomkins County Highway Department 
170 Bostwick Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

 
 
 
Prepared By: 

 
 
 
 

It is a violation of the New York State Education Law for 
any person, unless acting under the direction of a 
Licensed Professional Engineer to alter an item on these 
drawings in any way. Alterations to these drawings shall 
be made in accordance with Article 145, Section 7209 
of the New York State Education Law. 

300 STATE STREET                                                            P: (585) 454-6110 
ROCHESTER, NY 14614                                                          F: (585) 454-3066 

        www.labellapc.com 
          COPYRIGHT © 2018 









JAC

PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE

STRINGER SECTION PROPERTIES

GIRDER DIMENSIONS

       Top Flange Width : Btf   = 6.5000  in
       Top Flange Thickness : Ttf   = 0.4000  in
       Web Depth : D   = 11.1500  in
       Web Thickness : Tw   = 0.2400  in
       Bottom Flange Width :       Bbf   = 6.5000  in
       Bottom Flange Thickness : Tbf   = 0.4000  in

       Girder Depth : = 11.9500  in

NON-COMPOSITE SECTION PROPERTIES:

D   = 11.950  in  I    = 201.217  in4 A   = 7.876 in2

Yt  = 5.98  in  St  = 33.676  in3 Qt  = 15.015  in3

Yb  = 5.98  in Sb  = 33.676  in3 Qb  = 15.015  in3

Undeteriorated I = 204.10 in2 from AISC 5th Edition

Undeteriorated I = 201.217 in2 Assuming Girder is made of Plates

 = 1.413% low therfore increase section properites

I    = 204.059  in4 A   = 7.987 in2

St  = 34.152  in3 Qt  = 15.227  in3

Sb  = 34.152  in3 Qb  = 15.227  in3

Notes:
1 Moment of Inertia of Haunch Concrete  IS  included in the section properties.
2 See "English" or "Metric" worksheet if haunch concrete is not to be considered in the section property calcs.
3 Qt = statical moment about n.a. for the top flange used for the weld design
4 Qb = statical moment about n.a. for the bottom flange used for the weld design
5 Qs = statical moment about n.a. for the slab and haunch concrete used for shear stud design
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JAC

PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE

STRINGER SECTION PROPERTIES

GIRDER DIMENSIONS

       Top Flange Width : Btf   = 4.0000  in
       Top Flange Thickness : Ttf   = 0.2150  in
       Web Depth : D   = 11.4675  in
       Web Thickness : Tw   = 0.2160  in
       Bottom Flange Width :       Bbf   = 6.5000  in
       Bottom Flange Thickness : Tbf   = 0.2675  in

       Girder Depth : = 11.9500  in

NON-COMPOSITE SECTION PROPERTIES:

D   = 11.950  in  I    = 111.079  in4 A   = 5.076 in2

Yt  = 6.97  in  St  = 15.939  in3 Qt  = 5.901  in3

Yb  = 4.98  in Sb  = 22.301  in3 Qb  = 8.428  in3

Undeteriorated I = 204.10 in2 from AISC 5th Edition

Undeteriorated I = 201.217 in2 Assuming Girder is made of Plates

 = 1.413% low therfore increase section properites

I    = 112.648  in4 A   = 5.147 in2

St  = 16.164  in3 Qt  = 5.984  in3

Sb  = 22.616  in3 Qb  = 8.547  in3

Notes:
1 Moment of Inertia of Haunch Concrete  IS  included in the section properties.
2 See "English" or "Metric" worksheet if haunch concrete is not to be considered in the section property calcs.
3 Qt = statical moment about n.a. for the top flange used for the weld design
4 Qb = statical moment about n.a. for the bottom flange used for the weld design
5 Qs = statical moment about n.a. for the slab and haunch concrete used for shear stud design
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JAC

PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE

STRINGER SECTION PROPERTIES

GIRDER DIMENSIONS

       Top Flange Width : Btf   = 4.5000  in
       Top Flange Thickness : Ttf   = 0.1750  in
       Web Depth : D   = 11.4650  in
       Web Thickness : Tw   = 0.2160  in
       Bottom Flange Width :       Bbf   = 6.5000  in
       Bottom Flange Thickness : Tbf   = 0.3100  in

       Girder Depth : = 11.9500  in

NON-COMPOSITE SECTION PROPERTIES:

D   = 11.950  in  I    = 113.625  in4 A   = 5.279 in2

Yt  = 7.29  in  St  = 15.594  in3 Qt  = 5.669  in3

Yb  = 4.66  in Sb  = 24.365  in3 Qb  = 9.084  in3

Undeteriorated I = 204.10 in2 from AISC 5th Edition

Undeteriorated I = 201.217 in2 Assuming Girder is made of Plates

 = 1.413% low therfore increase section properites

I    = 115.230  in4 A   = 5.354 in2

St  = 15.814  in3 Qt  = 5.749  in3

Sb  = 24.709  in3 Qb  = 9.213  in3

Notes:
1 Moment of Inertia of Haunch Concrete  IS  included in the section properties.
2 See "English" or "Metric" worksheet if haunch concrete is not to be considered in the section property calcs.
3 Qt = statical moment about n.a. for the top flange used for the weld design
4 Qb = statical moment about n.a. for the bottom flange used for the weld design
5 Qs = statical moment about n.a. for the slab and haunch concrete used for shear stud design
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JAC

PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE

STRINGER SECTION PROPERTIES

GIRDER DIMENSIONS

       Top Flange Width : Btf   = 5.5000  in
       Top Flange Thickness : Ttf   = 0.2325  in
       Web Depth : D   = 11.3675  in
       Web Thickness : Tw   = 0.2160  in
       Bottom Flange Width :       Bbf   = 6.5000  in
       Bottom Flange Thickness : Tbf   = 0.3500  in

       Girder Depth : = 11.9500  in

NON-COMPOSITE SECTION PROPERTIES:

D   = 11.950  in  I    = 141.760  in4 A   = 6.009 in2

Yt  = 6.90  in  St  = 20.545  in3 Qt  = 8.675  in3

Yb  = 5.05  in Sb  = 28.072  in3 Qb  = 11.090  in3

Undeteriorated I = 204.10 in2 from AISC 5th Edition

Undeteriorated I = 201.217 in2 Assuming Girder is made of Plates

 = 1.413% low therfore increase section properites

I    = 143.762  in4 A   = 6.094 in2

St  = 20.835  in3 Qt  = 8.797  in3

Sb  = 28.468  in3 Qb  = 11.247  in3

Notes:
1 Moment of Inertia of Haunch Concrete  IS  included in the section properties.
2 See "English" or "Metric" worksheet if haunch concrete is not to be considered in the section property calcs.
3 Qt = statical moment about n.a. for the top flange used for the weld design
4 Qb = statical moment about n.a. for the bottom flange used for the weld design
5 Qs = statical moment about n.a. for the slab and haunch concrete used for shear stud design
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JAC

PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE

STRINGER SECTION PROPERTIES

GIRDER DIMENSIONS

       Top Flange Width : Btf   = 4.5000  in
       Top Flange Thickness : Ttf   = 0.2100  in
       Web Depth : D   = 11.5475  in
       Web Thickness : Tw   = 0.2160  in
       Bottom Flange Width :       Bbf   = 5.5000  in
       Bottom Flange Thickness : Tbf   = 0.1925  in

       Girder Depth : = 11.9500  in

NON-COMPOSITE SECTION PROPERTIES:

D   = 11.950  in  I    = 96.767  in4 A   = 4.498 in2

Yt  = 6.13  in  St  = 15.785  in3 Qt  = 5.694  in3

Yb  = 5.82  in Sb  = 16.628  in3 Qb  = 6.060  in3

Undeteriorated I = 204.10 in2 from AISC 5th Edition

Undeteriorated I = 201.217 in2 Assuming Girder is made of Plates

 = 1.413% low therfore increase section properites

I    = 98.134  in4 A   = 4.562 in2

St  = 16.008  in3 Qt  = 5.774  in3

Sb  = 16.862  in3 Qb  = 6.145  in3

Notes:
1 Moment of Inertia of Haunch Concrete  IS  included in the section properties.
2 See "English" or "Metric" worksheet if haunch concrete is not to be considered in the section property calcs.
3 Qt = statical moment about n.a. for the top flange used for the weld design
4 Qb = statical moment about n.a. for the bottom flange used for the weld design
5 Qs = statical moment about n.a. for the slab and haunch concrete used for shear stud design
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JAC

PODUNK ROAD BRIDGE

STRINGER SECTION PROPERTIES

GIRDER DIMENSIONS

       Top Flange Width : Btf   = 6.5000  in
       Top Flange Thickness : Ttf   = 0.2650  in
       Web Depth : D   = 11.4100  in
       Web Thickness : Tw   = 0.2160  in
       Bottom Flange Width :       Bbf   = 6.5000  in
       Bottom Flange Thickness : Tbf   = 0.2750  in

       Girder Depth : = 11.9500  in

NON-COMPOSITE SECTION PROPERTIES:

D   = 11.950  in  I    = 146.447  in4 A   = 5.975 in2

Yt  = 6.04  in  St  = 24.266  in3 Qt  = 10.167  in3

Yb  = 5.91  in Sb  = 24.759  in3 Qb  = 10.327  in3

Undeteriorated I = 204.10 in2 from AISC 5th Edition

Undeteriorated I = 201.217 in2 Assuming Girder is made of Plates

 = 1.413% low therfore increase section properites

I    = 148.516  in4 A   = 6.059 in2

St  = 24.609  in3 Qt  = 10.311  in3

Sb  = 25.108  in3 Qb  = 10.473  in3

Notes:
1 Moment of Inertia of Haunch Concrete  IS  included in the section properties.
2 See "English" or "Metric" worksheet if haunch concrete is not to be considered in the section property calcs.
3 Qt = statical moment about n.a. for the top flange used for the weld design
4 Qb = statical moment about n.a. for the bottom flange used for the weld design
5 Qs = statical moment about n.a. for the slab and haunch concrete used for shear stud design
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STRINGER REPAIR 
 

REPAIR OF BRIDGE STRINGERS IN RESPONSE TO 
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  300 State Street, Suite 201 | Rochester, NY 14614 | p 585-454-6110 | f 585-454-3066 

www.labellapc.com 

 
 
 
 
September 27, 2024 
 
 
Mr. Jim Morse 
Tompkins County 
170 Bostwick Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
 
RE: Podunk Road over Taughannock Creek 

Red Structural Flag 3B2468W020 
 
Dear Mr. Morse: 
 
It has been brought to our attention that the repairs made in the field to address Red Structural Flag 
3B2468W020 were slightly different than what was detailed in the drawings provided by LaBella 
Associates. Instead of using one 18” long plate on each side of the web, two 9” plates were used on each 
side of the web, on each stringer. 
 
We have no objection to this repair alteration. The intent of the repair was to increase the bearing area 
and prevent the buckling of the webs due to the horizontal cracks at the base of the webs. Whether the 
18” plate or the 9” plates are used, the goal is still achieved and the repairs made in the field are 
acceptable. 
 
I trust that you will find this additional information meets your satisfaction. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 585-295-6293 or jyoung@labellapc.com.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
LaBella Associates 
Jeff Young, PE 
Structural Engineer 
 

Transmitted via email to: 
 
TO:   Jim Morse – Tompkins County 

(jmorse@tompkins-co.org)  
 
CC:   Jeff Young – LaBella Associates, D.P.C. 

(jyoung@labellapc.com)  
 

Hard copy will not be transmitted via 
U.S. Mail 
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FINDING DOCUMENTATION

PIN: 3756.97 
Podunk Road Bridge over Taughannock Creek 

Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County  

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Tompkins County is the sponsor for the Podunk Road Bridge (BIN 3314460) over Taughannock 
Creek project, a Locally Administered Federal Aid Project, with funding from the Federal 
Highway Administration administered by the New York State Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT). The project, in the Town of Ulysses, consists of improving the bridge crossing and 
its adjacent approach roadways. 

Appendix A shows approximate project limits (not to scale). The Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
is contained widthwise by the right-of-way property lines and is approximately 550 ft long 
lengthwise to allow for the roadway work and construction activity. Any proposed earthwork 
would affect only previously disturbed ground, going no deeper than the foundations of the 
existing structure.  

The project surroundings are low-density residential with rural rolling wooded hills and farmland. 

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS OF CONCERN

Built in 1915, BIN 3314460 – Podunk Road (CR 146) over Taughannock Creek is a 56-foot 
single span metal pin-connected Pratt through-truss that carries two 10 ft travel lanes.  

The existing bridge is currently load posted for tons, limited by the red and yellow flags of the
floor system. There is a red flag due to horizontal cracks and rust-thru perforations within the 
lower portion of the web bearing area on floorbeams and stringers. There is also a yellow flag 
due to heavy section loss to stringers top and bottom flanges near the maximum bending point 
on floorbeams and stringers.  Additionally, the bridge is located on a horizontal curve and there 
have been several instances of truss members being impacted by vehicles. 

Emergency vehicles and heavy construction vehicles are forced to avoid this crossing or require 
special accommodations. The ability to accommodate service vehicles is dependent on the load 
capacity and roadway width of the bridge. 

PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The goal of this project is to provide a structurally safe, low-maintenance bridge over 
Taughannock Creek that supports passenger, commercial, and emergency vehicles, while 
minimizing environmental and property impacts. 

The project objectives are as follows: 
Eliminate structural deficiencies
Eliminate Geometric Deficiencies
Provide a service life of 75 years or better (with routine maintenance)
Minimize costs of maintenance and repair over the life of the structure
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2. STEPS TAKEN TO IDENTIFY HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

 
Investigation of historic properties within and nearby the project site began with a review New 
York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Cultural Resources Information System (CRiS) 
information, the National Register of Historic Places, and the NYSDOT “Evaluation of National 
Register Eligibility – Historic Bridge Inventory and Management Plan.” The Town of Ulysess 
historian was also contacted for any information regarding the structure or other historic features 
within the area of potential effect. 
 
The CRiS review found that the bridge could be National Register eligible under Criterion A-1 
(bridge is associated with historic event(s) or activities at the time of original construction). See 
CRiS findings in Appendix B. 
 
The review of the National Register of Historic Places found no resources on the register in the 
vicinity of the project. See review information in Appendix B. 
 
The review of the NYSDOT “Evaluation of National Register Eligibility – Historic Bridge 
Inventory and Management Plan” found that the bridge could meet eligibility criterion A-1, 
Historical significance to local community and eligibility criterion C-5, Dates to period of early 
standardization. However, the report also recommends that the bridge is non-eligible for the 
historic register since the bridge does not display innovations in material or design. See these 
materials in Appendix B. 
 
The Town of Ulysses Historian has been contacted regarding the Podunk Road Bridge and this 
project, but to date no response has been received.  
 
3. EVALUATION OF PROJECT IMPACT ON IDENTIFIED HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
The Podunk Road Bridge (BIN 3314460) is the only National Register eligible resource located 
within the APE.  
 
Built in 1915, BIN 3314460 – Podunk Road (CR 146) over Taughannock Creek is a 56-foot 
single span metal pin-connected Pratt through-truss that carries two 10 ft travel lanes. The 
bridge is made of two trusses with the floor hanging between them. Each member intersection is 
connected by a large metal pin. The bottom chord members are built up using channel shapes 
bound together by eye bars. The top chord members are built up using channel shapes bound 
together by a cover plate. The vertical tension members are double angles connected by lacing 
bars. All the compression members are eye bars, either 1 or 2 individual eye bars per member. 
The metal grate deck sits on top of steel stringers which sit on floorbeams suspended by a 
single plate at each truss panel point.   
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PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 
 
The following alternatives were selected for initial consideration based on their merits for 
minimizing impacts on the historic property and meeting the project goals and objectives. They 
were each evaluated qualitatively to determine feasibility. Alternatives not dismissed from the 
qualitative analysis were evaluated quantitatively to approximately determine the scope of work, 
construction complexity, and future maintenance. Alternatives were also evaluated based on 
how they address existing safety and geometric deficiencies, including limited horizontal sight 
distances at the approaches and bridge roadway width.  
 
ALTERNATIVE 1: REPLACEMENT WITH A STEEL MULTI-GIRDER SUPERSTRUCTURE 
 
This alternative involves constructing a new roadway alignment slightly west of the existing 
bridge location and increasing the bridge length and width to improve the stream hydraulics and 
geometric design of the bridge and approach roadways. 
 
This alternative consists of removing the existing truss superstructure along with removing the 
existing substructure. The existing truss superstructure will be marketed and if a suitable new 
owner is found moved to a new location. If the marketing effort fails, the structure will be 
demolished and of disposed of by the contractor.  
 
The proposed bridge will be a steel multi-girder superstructure supported by integral abutments. 
The proposed structure will be 80 ft long with an out-to-out width of 31’-4” on the new roadway 
alignment shifted slightly west of the existing alignment. The 31’-4” out-to-out width consists of 
two 10’-0” travel lanes, two 4’-0” shoulders and two 1’-8” spaces for four-rail steel bridge railing 
with transition railing. 
 
This alternative meets the project goals and objectives. Refer to the Preliminary Drawings in 
Appendix C, for the location of the new roadway alignment and proposed bridge structure.  
 
Please refer to the Engineering Justification Report found in Appendix D, for a more detailed 
comparison of alternatives.  
 
ALTERNATIVE 2: REPLACEMENT WITH A STEEL PONY TRUSS SUPERSTRUCTURE 
 
This alternative involves constructing a new roadway alignment slightly west of the existing 
bridge location and increasing the bridge length and width to improve the geometric design of 
the bridge and approach roadways. 
 
This alternative consists of removing the existing truss superstructure along with removing the 
existing substructure. The existing truss superstructure will be marketed and if a suitable new 
owner is found moved to a new location. If the marketing effort fails, the structure will be 
demolished and of disposed of by the contractor.  
 
To mimic the existing bridge, this alternative would be designed as a steel pony truss 
superstructure founded on conventional pile supported abutments. The proposed structure 
would be 80 ft long with an out-to-out deck width of 31’-4” on the new roadway alignment shifted 
slightly west of the existing alignment. The 31’-4” out-to-out width consists of two 10’-0” travel 
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lanes, two 4’-0” shoulders and two 1’-8” spaces for a vertical face concrete barrier with transition 
railing. The expected CL to CL of truss distance will be 33’-2”.  
 
While this type of structure can be designed and built, it does not meet the general design 
standards as detailed in the “NYSDOT- Bridge Manual”. The bridge manual, under Section 
3.2.4.3 – Superstructure Type Based on Span Lengths refers to Table 3-3, Superstructure Type 
vs. Span Length. This table sates that the allowable single span length (feet) for a truss is for 
span lengths between 200 and 500 feet. The span length required for this crossing is 80 feet. 
This does not meet good design standards. 
 
The “NYSDOT- Bridge Manual” under Section 3.2.5.1.2 – Constructability considers a truss to 
be a Complex Structure stating: 
 
“Concrete segmental box girders, steel trusses, steel or concrete arches, steel box or tub  
girders, cable-stayed, and suspension bridges generally require specialized design and  
construction techniques compared to conventional alternatives. In addition, inspection and  
maintenance of these types of bridges will be more expensive. These superstructure types shall  
only be used when required by the Design Approval Document or justification for their use is  
approved by the DCES for Design/Bid/Build projects.” 
 
The “NYSDOT- Bridge Manual” Section 3.2.5.1.3 – Durability and Inspection topic named 
Access and Special Inspections reminds that a truss: 
 
“Concrete arches, concrete segmental box girders, steel trusses, steel box or tub girders,  
cable- stayed, and suspension bridges can require special access equipment or training to  
perform inspections and routine maintenance. In addition, portions of the structures can be  
unique and require special inspections at increased intervals compared to the rest of the  
structure. This can become costly and burdensome and shall be taken into consideration when  
determining the structure type for a new or replacement bridge.” 
  
While this type of structure could achieve the objective of restoring the bridge crossing to a 
condition rating of 5 or higher for at least 75 years, it fails to meet good design practices or achieve 
the objective of minimizing life-cycle maintenance and repair costs. This option would result in 
higher maintenance, inspection demands, and significantly greater design and construction costs 
compared to other replacement alternatives. 

 
ALTERNATIVE 3: REHABILITATION OF EXISTING BRIDGE 
 
This alternative involves the repair or replacement of select structural members to strengthen 
the bridge to safely carry all legal load vehicles. This alternative will not address the current 
geometric or hydraulic deficiencies of the bridge. 
 
The existing bridge deck width does not meet lane and shoulder width standards. There is also 
a sharp roadway curvature on both existing approaches limiting sight distance.  
 
The open grate bridge deck, stringers, and floorbeams are failing and require extensive repairs 
at the very least and/or replacement.  Any action taken to repair or replace these elements will 
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require the complete removal and replacement of the steel grate deck, which will add additional 
time, cost, and complexity to the rehabilitation option when compared to other alternatives. 

This alternative does not meet the project goal of providing a structurally safe, low-maintenance 
bridge over Taughannock Creek, capable of supporting passenger, commercial, and emergency 
vehicles for at least 75 years using cost-effective methods to minimize life-cycle maintenance 
and repair costs. It also fails to address the project objectives of eliminating the structural and 
geometric deficiencies of BIN 3314460. 

This alternative maintains geometrically deficiencies at the bridge and is not the most cost-
effective method of reconstruction and is therefore unacceptable.  

Please refer to the Engineering Justification Report found in Appendix D, for a more detailed 
analysis. 

ALTERNATIVE 4: NULL ALTERNATIVE
This alternative involves no modifications or repairs to the superstructure, performing only 
routine maintenance and none of the physical deficiencies identified would be corrected. The 
current deteriorated state of the structure will remain and likely progress over time, further 
reducing the structural capacity and resulting in the eventual closure of the bridge.  

A reasonable level of maintenance has not been able to prevent the gradual buildup of 
deterioration due to the difficulties inherent in the structure type. In particular, regions near 
horizontal cracks, rust-thru perforations and areas of heavy section loss. The areas of cracks 
and rust-thru perforations are located at specific spots on floorbeams and stringers as well as 
heavy section loss located near point of maximum bending on floorbeams and stringers. Refer 
to Appendix D for the red and yellow structural flag reports. These are critical concerns because 
it reduces the flexural capacity of the floorbeams and stringers. 

The existing bridge deck width does not meet lane and shoulder width standards. The open grid 
bridge deck has isolated deteriorated locations and areas of deteriorated steel protective 
coating. There is also a sharp roadway curvature on both existing approaches.  

This alternative does not address the project goals and objectives. The existing bridge is load 
posted for tons which will continue to decrease if no modifications or repairs will be performed 
to the structure. This alternative allows further deterioration, leaves the bridge structurally and 
geometrically deficient, and is therefore unacceptable.  

4. BASIS FOR RECOMMENDED PROJECT FINDING

The only alternative that meets all project goals and objectives is Alternative 1: Replacement 
with a Steel Multi-Girder Superstructure.. 

All alternatives were evaluated on their feasibility, practicality and lifetime costs. Based on this 
comparison, Alternative 1 was found to be the most advantageous despite having an adverse 
effect on the historic existing bridge.  
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The criteria of adverse effect have been evaluated in accordance with part 800.5(a) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act and we find that this undertaking will have an adverse effect 
on properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
Under the preferred alternative the existing truss superstructure will be marketed and if a 
suitable new owner is found moved to a new location. If the marketing effort fails, the structure 
will be demolished and disposed of by the contractor. A HAER (Historic American Engineering 
Record) report, meeting the requirements of the Federal Register, will be commissioned to 
document, in detail, the existing pin connected (circa 1915) Pratt truss. Thus, ensuring the 
legacy of the structure within the state archives. 

The Project Sponsor and the NYSDOT, in consultation with the SHPO and FHWA, will develop 
a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to resolve the Adverse Effect on the Podunk Road Bridge. 
The MOA will stipulate that an Historic American Engineering Report (HAER) Level II be 
prepared as part of the mitigation of the adverse effect.” 

5. PUBLIC INVOLVMENT 
 

This project has been and will continue to be coordinated with FHWA, Town of Ulysses, 
neighborhood groups and other governmental agencies with jurisdiction in the project limits. 
As part of the public outreach process, a public meeting will be held, and a public notice will 
be published in a local newspaper with a deadline for acceptance of comments. This will be 
completed prior to final design.  
 

a. Tribal Nation Consultation 
 
In cooperation with NYSDOT and FHWA, Tompkins County and its consultant 
LaBella Associates, will provide information for Tribal Nation Consultation at key 
points in the design process to be shared with the appropriate tribal nations.  
 

 
6. SUMMARY 

 
In summary, the proposed project will ensure the continued linkage for the local community 
surrounding the town of Ulysses. The Podunk Road bridge serves as a historic and essential 
element within the local and regional transportation system. It requires replacement due to 
existing structural, geometric and safety deficiencies. 
 
In recognition of the historic and engineering significance of the Podunk Road bridge, the 
existing truss will be documented by a HAER (Historic American Engineering Record) report, 
meeting the requirements of the Federal Register to detail the existing pin connected (circa 
1915) Pratt truss. Thus, ensuring the legacy of the structure within the state archives.   
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7. ATTACHMENTS 
 
Appendix A: Project Location Maps and Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
Appendix B: Historic Property Investigation Documents 
Appendix C: Preliminary Drawings of Proposed Alternatives 
Appendix D: Engineering Justification Report 
Appendix E: Photograph Log of Structure and Site 
Appendix F: Bridge Marketing Package   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A: 
 

Project Location Maps and Area of 
Potential Effect (APE) 
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Appendix B: 
 

Historic Property Investigation Documents 
 

  



MEAD & HUNT – AKRF
N133A087\N133-99A(28)\01–02 4-46

One post-1908 bridge demonstrates the evolution of the bridge type and is recommended
as eligible for the National Register under Criterion C-7.  This bridge is an early example
of a welded bridge.

Fourteen post-1925 bridges represent common examples of an established type and are
recommended as non-eligible for the National Register.  These bridges do not display
innovations in material or design, and they do not have known historical associations (as
identified through contextual study research and questionnaire responses).  In addition,
four of these bridges lack integrity, having either replaced or added main members.

Eligible Post-Standardization Pratt Trusses

BIN Region County
Eligibility
Criterion Explanation

1029040 8 Columbia C-3
C-6

Phoenix Bridge Company.
Half-hip.

2206410 2 Oneida A-1
C-5

Historical significance to local community.
Dates to period of early standardization.

2207590 3 Cortland C-6 Half-hip.

3209750 3 Tompkins A-1
C-5
C-6

Historical significance to local community.
Dates to period of early standardization.
Multiple span, half-hip.

3209800 3 Tompkins A-1
C-5
C-6

Historical significance to local community.
Dates to period of early standardization.
Multiple span.

3303051 1 Greene C-7 Early welded.

3307470 2 Hamilton C-5 Dates to period of early standardization.

3314460 3 Tompkins A-1
C-5

Historical significance to local community.
Dates to period of early standardization.

3316440 4 Livingston C-5 Dates to period of early standardization.

3335030 6 Tioga C-5 Dates to period of early standardization.

3335730 7 Clinton A-1
C-5

Historical significance to local community.
Dates to period of early standardization.

3339800 7 Lewis C-5 Dates to period of early standardization.

3353050 9 Delaware C-5 Dates to period of early standardization.

3354650 9 Schoharie C-5 Dates to period of early standardization.

3314460 3 Tompkins A-1
C-5

Historical significance to local community.
Dates to period of early standardization.

PIN: 3756.97 
Podunk Road Bridge over Taughannock

Creek Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County
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See email below. 
 
I never heard back from him on if there was anything at the town historical society museum. 
 
Chris Bayer, PE 
LaBella Associates  Project Manager 
 
585-727-3180      cell 
585-295-6294      direct 
585-454-6110      office 
 

John,

 

LaBella Associates is working with Tompkins County on the federally funded Podunk Road Bridge over 
Taughannock Creek project. This bridge is listed as istoric Eligible on the NYS S P  site.



 

As part of our documentation during preliminary design, we need to identify all historic properties at the 
site. I am reaching out to the town to see if you have any historic information on the bridge.

 

Please review your records and let me know if there is anything you can provide. Feel free to reach out to 
me with any questions.

 

Chris Bayer, PE

LaBella Associates  Project Manager

585-727-3180      cell

585-295-6294      direct

585-454-6110      office

300 State Street, Suite 201

Rochester, NY 14614

labellapc.com



Ulysses Town Historian, 

LaBella Associates is working with Tompkins County on the federally funded Podunk Road Bridge over Taughannock 
Creek project. This bridge is listed as Historic Eligible on the NYS SHP  site as A-1: Historical significance to local 
community. As part of our documentation during preliminary design, we need to identify all historic properties at the 
site. I am reaching out to the town to see if you have any further historic information on the bridge.  

I have attached the information I have found to aid your search. 

Please review your records and let me know if there is anything you can provide. Feel free to email me or call at 
585.301.1997, with any questions.

Merton J. Edwards, P.E. 
LaBella Associates  Construction Services Manager 

 
585-770-2519      direct 
585-454-6110      office 
585-301-1997      cell 
medwards@Labellapc.com 
300 State Street, Suite 201 
Rochester, NY 14614 
labellapc.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix C: 
 

Preliminary Drawings of Proposed 
Alternatives 

 

  

















Appendix D:

Engineering Justification Report



ENGINEERING JUSTIFICATION REPORT
PIN 3756.97 – BIN 3314460

Podunk Road (CR 146) over Taughannock Creek
Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County

Page 1 of 6 

This Engineering Justification Report describes the comparison between rehabilitation 
or replacement of the Podunk Road (CR 146) over Taughannock Creek Bridge.

The comparison will focus on the structural, operational, and geometric improvements 
of the Podunk Road (CR 146) over Taughannock Creek crossing to best meet the 
stated project objectives to restore the bridge crossing to a condition rating to 5 or 
greater, for at least 75 years using cost effective techniques to minimize the life cycle 
cost of maintenance and repair.

EXISTING BRIDGE

The existing bridge was built in 1915. BIN 3314460 – Podunk Road (CR 146) over 
Taughannock Creek is a 56-foot single span metal pin-connected Pratt through-truss 
that carries two 10 ft travel lanes. The bridge consists of two trusses with the floor 
hanging between them. Each member intersection is connected by a large metal pin. 
The bottom chord members are built up using channel shapes bound together by eye 
bars. The top chord members are built up using channel shapes bound together by a 
cover plate. The vertical tension members are double angles connected by lacing bars. 
All compression members are eye bars, with 1 or 2 eye bars per member. The metal 
grate deck sits on top of steel stringers which sit on floor beams suspended by a single 
plate at each truss panel point. The bridge is located on a horizontal curve and there 
have been several instances of truss members being impacted by vehicles.  

STRUCTURAL DEFICIENCIES

The existing bridge is structurally deficient, and currently posted at  Tons.
The open grid bridge deck has isolated areas of deteriorated steel protective
coating and has areas of broken load bars that need repair and or replacement.
To fully rehabilitate the existing structure, the stringers, floor beams, and open
grid bridge deck will need to be removed and replaced. Trusses will need to be
strengthened and require localized steel repairs.

GEOMETRIC DEFICIENCIES

The existing bridge width does not meet lane and shoulder width standards.
Despite making these repairs the existing bridge would still be geometrically
deficient for both bridge width and horizontal alignment due to the curvature of
the approach roadways.
There is also a sharp roadway curvature on both existing approaches limiting
sight distance.
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COST

The estimated cost to rehabilitate the bridge is $1,541,843 which is 60 % of the
estimated preferred alternative replacement cost of $2,600,000.
The rehabilitation option does not resolve the structural deficiencies since the
structural deterioration would continue requiring future repairs.

REPLACEMENT BRIDGE

PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

The following alternatives were selected for initial consideration based on their merits 
for minimizing impacts on the historic property and meeting the project goals and 
objectives. They were each evaluated qualitatively to determine feasibility. Alternatives 
not dismissed from the qualitative analysis were evaluated quantitatively to 
approximately determine the scope of work, construction complexity, and future 
maintenance. Alternatives were also evaluated based on how they address existing 
safety and geometric deficiencies, including limited horizontal sight distances at the 
approaches and bridge roadway width. 

ALTERNATIVE 1: REPLACEMENT WITH A STEEL MULTI-GIRDER 
SUPERSTRUCTURE

This alternative involves constructing a new roadway alignment slightly west of the 
existing bridge location and increasing the bridge length and width to improve the 
geometric design of the bridge and approach roadways.

This alternative consists of removing the existing truss superstructure along with 
removing the existing substructure. The existing truss superstructure will be marketed 
and if a suitable new owner is found moved to a new location. If the marketing effort 
fails, the structure will be demolished and of disposed of by the contractor. 

The proposed bridge will be a steel multi-girder superstructure supported by integral 
abutments. The proposed structure will be 80 ft long with an out-to-out width of 31’-4” on 
the new roadway alignment shifted slightly west of the existing alignment. The 31’-4” 
out-to-out width consists of two 10’-0” travel lanes, two 4’-0” shoulders and two 1’-8” 
spaces for four-rail steel bridge railing with transition railing.

This alternative meets the project goals to provide a structurally safe, low-maintenance 
bridge over Taughannock Creek that supports passenger, commercial, and emergency 
vehicles, while minimizing environmental and property impacts. It also meets the project 
objectives to eliminate structural and geometric deficiencies, provide a structure with a 
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service life of 75 years or better (with routine maintenance) and minimize the costs of 
maintenance and repair over the life of the structure.

Refer to the chart on the last page of this report for a side-by-side alternatives 
comparison.

Refer to the Preliminary Drawings in Appendix C, for the location of the new roadway 
alignment and proposed bridge structure. 

ALTERNATIVE 2: REPLACEMENT WITH A STEEL PONY TRUSS 
SUPERSTRUCTURE

This alternative involves constructing a new roadway alignment slightly west of the 
existing bridge location and increasing the bridge length and width to improve the 
geometric design of the bridge and approach roadways.

This alternative consists of removing the existing truss superstructure along with 
removing the existing substructure. The existing truss superstructure will be marketed 
and if a suitable new owner is found moved to a new location. If the marketing effort 
fails, the structure will be demolished and of disposed of by the contractor. 

The proposed bridge would be a steel pony truss superstructure founded on 
conventional pile supported abutments. The proposed structure will be 80 ft long with an 
out-to-out deck width of 31’-4” on the new roadway alignment shifted slightly west of the 
existing alignment. The 31’-4” out-to-out width consists of two 10’-0” travel lanes, two 4’-
0” shoulders and two 1’-8” spaces for a vertical face concrete barrier with transition 
railing. The expected CL to CL of truss distance will be 33’-2”.

This alternative meets the project goal to provide a structurally safe bridge over 
Taughannock Creek that supports passenger, commercial, and emergency vehicles, 
while minimizing environmental and property impacts. It also meets the project 
objectives to eliminate structural and geometric deficiencies, while providing a service 
life of 75 years or better (with routine maintenance). However, does not minimize the 
costs of maintenance and repair over the life of the structure. Truss structures, because 
of their special nature require higher levels of maintenance, inspection demands, and 
significantly greater construction costs compared to other alternatives.

Refer to the chart on the last page of this report for a side-by-side alternatives 
comparison.

ALTERNATIVE 3: REHABILITATION OF EXISTING BRIDGE

This alternative involves the repair or replacement of select structural members to 
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strengthen the bridge to safely carry all legal load vehicles. This alternative will not 
address the current geometric or hydraulic deficiencies of the bridge.

The existing bridge deck width does not meet lane and shoulder width standards. There 
is also a sharp roadway curvature on both existing approaches limiting sight distance. 

The open grate bridge deck, stringers, and floorbeams are failing and require extensive 
repairs at the very least and/or replacement.  Any action taken to repair or replace these 
elements will require the complete removal and replacement of the steel grate deck, 
which will add additional time, cost, and complexity to the rehabilitation option when 
compared to other alternatives.

This alternative does not meet the project goals to provide a structurally safe, low-
maintenance bridge over Taughannock Creek, capable of supporting passenger, 
commercial, and emergency vehicles for at least 75 years using cost-effective methods 
to minimize life-cycle maintenance and repair costs. It also fails to address the project 
objectives of eliminating the structural and geometric deficiencies of BIN 3314460.

This alternative maintains geometrically deficiencies at the bridge and is not the most 
cost-effective method of reconstruction and is therefore unacceptable. 

Refer to the chart on the last page of this report for a side-by-side alternatives 
comparison.

ALTERNATIVE 4: NULL ALTERNATIVE

This alternative involves no modifications or repairs to the superstructure, performing 
only routine maintenance and none of the physical deficiencies identified would be 
corrected. The current deteriorated state of the structure will remain and likely progress 
over time, further reducing the structural capacity and resulting in the eventual closure 
of the bridge. 

A reasonable level of maintenance has not been able to prevent the gradual buildup of 
deterioration due to the difficulties inherent in the structure type. In particular, regions 
near horizontal cracks, rust-thru perforations and areas of heavy section loss. The areas 
of cracks and rust-thru perforations are located at specific spots on floorbeams and 
stringers as well as heavy section loss located near point of maximum bending on 
floorbeams and stringers. Refer to Appendix D for the red and yellow structural flag 
reports. These are critical concerns because it reduces the flexural capacity of the 
floorbeams and stringers.



ENGINEERING JUSTIFICATION REPORT
PIN 3756.97 – BIN 3314460 

Podunk Road (CR 146) over Taughannock Creek 
Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County 

The existing bridge deck width does not meet lane and shoulder width standards. The
open grid bridge deck has isolated deteriorated locations and areas of deteriorated steel 
protective coating. There is also a sharp roadway curvature on both existing 
approaches.  

This alternative does not address the project goals nor objectives. The existing bridge is 
load posted for  tons which will continue to decrease if no modifications or repairs will 
be performed to the structure. This alternative allows further deterioration, leaves the 
bridge structurally and geometrically deficient, and is therefore unacceptable.  

The preferred alternative that meets the project goals and objectives is Alternative 1: 
Replacement with a Steel Multi-Girder Superstructure. 

The criteria of adverse effect have been evaluated in accordance with part 800.5(a) of 
the National Historic Preservation Act and we find that this undertaking will have an 
adverse effect on properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Under the preferred alternative the existing truss superstructure will be marketed and if
a suitable new owner is found moved to a new location. If the marketing effort fails, the 
structure will be demolished and disposed of by the contractor. A HAER (Historic 
American Engineering Record) report, meeting the requirements of the Federal 
Register, will be commissioned to document, in detail, the existing pin connected (circa
1915) Pratt truss. Thus, ensuring the legacy of the structure within the state archives. 
The Project Sponsor and the NYSDOT, in consultation with the SHPO and FHWA, will 
develop a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to resolve the Adverse Effect on the 
Podunk Road Bridge. The MOA will stipulate that an Historic American Engineering 
Report (HAER) Level II be prepared as part of the mitigation of the adverse effect.”

Refer to the chart on the last page of this report for a side-by-side alternatives 
comparison.

SUMMARY 

In summary, there are no feasible and cost-effective means to rehabilitate the existing 
bridge to eliminate the structural or geometric deficiencies. For this reason, it has been 
concluded that bridge replacement is the only feasible alternative. 

Page 5 of 6 
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PIN: 3756.97 
Podunk Road Bridge over Taughannock Creek 

Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County 
ALTENATIVE 

1 
ALTENATIVE 

2 
ALTENATIVE 

3 NULL 

REPLACEMENT REPLACEMENT REHABILITATION NO WORK 
with a Steel Multi 

- Girder Bridge
with a Steel Pony 

Truss 
of the existing 

1915 Pratt Truss 
bridge 

no modification or 
repairs to the existing 

1915 Pratt Truss 
bridge 

GOALS 
Structurally Safe YES YES YES NO 
Meets current geometric standards YES YES NO NO 
Lowest Lifetime Maintenance Costs YES NO NO NO 

OBJECTIVES 
Eliminate structural deficiencies YES YES YES NO 
eliminate geometric deficiencies YES YES NO NO 
provide a service life of 75 year or 
better (with routine maintenance) YES YES NO NO 

minimize costs of construction, 
maintenance and repair over the life 
of the structure 

YES NO NO NO 

CONSTRUCTION COSTS 3.2 M 6.30 M 1.54 M 0 M 

PREVENTATIVE  CYCLICAL 
MAINTENANCE MAINTENANCE FREQUENCY 

- bridge washing 2 Yrs 1 Yr 1 Yr 1 Yr 
- bridge deck sealing 6 Yrs 6 Yrs N/A N/A 
-concrete sealing 6 Yrs 6 Yrs N/A N/A 
- bridge painting 15 Yrs 12 Yrs 10 Yrs 10 Yrs 
-bearing maintenance & lubrication N/A 4 Yrs N/A N/A 
-bridge deck overlay 25 Yrs 25 Yrs N/A N/A 
CORRECTIVE MAINTENANCE 
- bridge deck replacement 40 Yrs 40 Yrs N/A N/A 
-truss repairs to remedy bridge
inspection flags N/A 40 Yrs 10 Yrs 1 Yr 

- bridge joint sealing \ replacement N/A 20 Yrs 10 Yrs N/A 
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Photo 1: View of Podunk 
Road Bridge, from Podunk 
Road facing north.

Photo 2: View of Podunk 
Road Bridge, from Podunk 
Road facing south.
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Photo 3: View of Podunk 
Road Bridge, from Podunk 
Road facing north.

Photo 4: View of Podunk 
Road Bridge, from Podunk 
Road facing south.

Date:  December 2022
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Photo 5: View of Podunk 
Road, from Podunk Road 
Bridge facing north.

Photo 6: View of Podunk 
Road, from Podunk 
Road Bridge facing south.

Date:  December 2022
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Photo 7: View of Podunk 
Road Bridge, from 
Taughannock Creek facing 
east.

Photo 8: View of Podunk 
Road Bridge, from 
Taughannock Creek facing 
west.

Date:  December 2022

Scale:  Photo not to scale
Photos 7-8

NYSDOT PROJECT SUBMITTAL PACKAGE
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

Replacement of Podunk Road over Taughannock Creek
PIN: 3756.97 Town of Ulysses
Tompkins County, New York

Drawn by: BB

Source: Digital photo taken 
by Lu Engineers,
September 2022.

339 East Avenue, Suite 200
Rochester, NY  14604

Tel. (585) 385-7417
Fax (585) 546-1634



Appendix F:

Bridge Marketing Package



BIN 3314460
Podunk Road over Taughannock Creek

Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County

Page 1 of 3 

Bridge Offer

The Tompkins County Highway Department is seeking parties interested in taking ownership of 
the Podunk Road Bridge in the Town of Ulysses. This bridge was originally constructed in 
1915 and carries Podunk Road Bridge over Taughannock Creek.

The current owner, Tompkins County, in consultation with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) determined the bridge is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The investigation of historic properties 
within and nearby the project site began with a review of the County file and the collection of 
documentation of the Resource Eligibility Evaluation. It identified the Podunk Road Bridge as 
National Register eligible under Criterion A. This bridge is associated with historic event(s) or 
activities at the time of original construction.

BIN 3314460 is a 56-foot single span metal pin-connected Pratt through-truss that carries two 
10 ft travel lanes. The bridge is made of two trusses with the floor hanging between them. Each 
member intersection is connected by a large metal pin. The bottom chord members are built up 
using channel shapes bound together by eye bars. The top chord members are built up using 
channel shapes bound together by a cover plate. The vertical tension members are double 
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BIN 3314460
Podunk Road over Taughannock Creek 

Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County 
angles connected by lacing bars. All the compression members are eye bars, either 1 or 2 
individual eye bars per member. The metal grate deck sits on top of steel stringers which sit on 
floor beams suspended by a single plate at each truss panel point. 

The existing bridge is currently load posted for tons and has an active red and yellow flag. 
The conditions are as follows: 

Red Flag Condition

The Floorbeam Panel 5, Stringer S2 and S3 webs have horizontal cracks and/or rust-thru 
perforations within the lower portion of their bearing areas over Floorbeam FB4 as follows: 

Floorbeam Panel 5, Stringer S2 has a 1.1875” Long horizontal crack / rust-thru perforation 
located just above the bottom flange at its Begin edge over Floorbeam FB4. Web bearing area 
section loss is 37% and Full-Depth web section loss for shear is negligible. 

Floorbeam Panel 5, Stringer S3 has a 1.75” Long horizontal crack located just above the bottom 
flange at its Begin edge over Floorbeam FB4. Web bearing area section loss is 59% and Full-
Depth web section loss for shear is 5%. 

The Floorbeam Panel 4 and Panel 5 Stringers are not positioned evenly over the Floorbeam 
FB4 top flange, and the typical Panel 5 stringer bearing length is ‘only’ 3.25” Long (of the 10.25” 
Wide floorbeam top flange). 

Yellow Flag Condition

The Stringer Top and Bottom Flanges exhibit heavy active corrosion with moderate to heavy 
section loss at several locations throughout the span. Representative caliper measurements 
taken near mid-length indicate heavy top and/or bottom flange section loss as follows: 

Floorbeam Panel 2, Stringer S2 has 21% Top Flange section loss and 33% Bottom Flange 
section loss near Mid-Length. 

Floorbeam Panel 2, Stringer S3 has 41% Top Flange section loss and 23% Bottom Flange 
section loss near Mid-Length.  

Floorbeam Panel 4, Stringer S3 has 44% Top Flange section loss and 35% Bottom Flange 
section loss near Mid-Length. 

Floorbeam Panel 5, Stringer S2 has 41% Top Flange section loss and 9% Bottom Flange 
section loss near Mid-Length. 

Floorbeam Panel 5, Stringer S3 has 30% Top Flange section loss and 9% Bottom Flange 
section loss near Mid-Length. 

Floorbeam Panel 5, Stringer S4 has 46% Top Flange section loss and 21% Bottom Flange 
section loss near Mid-Length. 

The most vulnerable locations on the bridge, are at the horizontal cracks and rust-thru 
perforations within the lower portion of the web bearing area on floor beams and stringers and 
the heavy section loss to stringer top and bottom flanges near the point of maximum bending on 
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floor beams and stringers. A single truss cannot withstand the loss of a member, and each truss 
is unable to share load with the other. In a critical event, the entire bridge is likely to be lost.  

The cost of dismantling and storing the existing bridge is estimated at approximately $80,500
(including a 15% contingency). This estimated cost excludes the removal of the lead-based 
paint from the steel structure in accordance with the US Environmental Protection Agency’s 
requirements. In lieu of removing the lead-based paint a quid pro quo agreement to accept 
liability for the lead-based paint may be acceptable. The bridge foundations would be removed 
separately by the new bridge contractor.

Interested parties are required to meet certain conditions, which include: 

Provide a comprehensive written plan for the preservation and future use of the bridge,
including any desired modifications, and the estimated cost of rehabilitation. It is
preferred that the new owner be able to use the entire superstructure of the truss bridge.
Maintain the structure and the features that give it historic significance according to
prescribed standards.
Assume all future legal and financial responsibility for the structure, including “hold
harmless” agreements to the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)
and to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Post a performance bond.
Provide proof of ability to assume the financial and administrative responsibilities of
bridge ownership throughout its existence.

Agencies, jurisdictions, organizations, or private owners interested in obtaining ownership of 
the bridge for aesthetic, historic, recreation or other uses should contact ,
Tompkins County , at (607) 274-03 or email at @tompkins-co.org . This 
contact must be received no later than close of business on Funding to 
assist with relocation or rehabilitation may be provided up to the estimated cost of bridge 
demolition. If an interested party secures its own federal funding, it is noted that any bridge 
preserved with federal funding shall thereafter not be eligible for any other highway funds 
pursuant to Public Law 100-17, Section 123(f) (Historic Bridges). 
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