
Tompkins County Water Resources Council 
Monday, April 20, 2026 4:15 – 5:45 PM 

ZOOM Meeting ID: 952 3768 7310   Passcode: 826238 
https://tompkinscountyny-gov.zoom.us/j/95237687310?pwd=ZDBMVStUUUlMa3FYbVBMZjlINFp2Zz09 

One tap mobile: +16465588656,,95237687310# US (New York) 
 

Agenda 

1. Call to order 4:15 
2. Privilege of the floor 4:15 
3. Changes to agenda 4:20 
4. Presentation: Forever Chemicals are Everywhere Except in our Drinking Water 

- Susan Allen and Lily Hui, Ithaca College 
4:20 

5. Action: Approval of March draft minutes 5:00 
6. Action: Consider a resolution recognizing the Cayuga-Seneca Canal as part of the 

Cayuga Lake Watershed 
- Isaac Walker, watershed manager, Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal 

Organization 

5:05 

7. Action: Consider approval of Environmental Protection Fund letter 5:20 
8. Action: Recommend candidates for appointment – Jon Negley, Membership & 

Nominating Committee 
5:25 

9. Committee reports 
- Education/Outreach 
- Monitoring Partnership 
- Municipal Training 
- Drinking Water Protection 

5:30 

10. Chair and staff reports 5:35 
11. Member announcements 5:40 
12. Adjourn 5:45 

 
Committee reporting form: https://forms.gle/8EJRNFeP34sW5Fxq9 
 

Reminder to members: If you are unable to attend, please contact Kristin McCarthy, 
Administrative Assistant at kmmccarthy@tompkins-co.org or 607-274-5560 

 

2026 meeting dates (third Monday for remainder of year): 

May 18, June 15, July 20, August 18,  
September 21, October 19, November 16, December 21 

 

https://tompkinscountyny-gov.zoom.us/j/95237687310?pwd=ZDBMVStUUUlMa3FYbVBMZjlINFp2Zz09
https://forms.gle/8EJRNFeP34sW5Fxq9
mailto:kmmccarthy@tompkins-co.org


  

WRC RESOLUTION 2026-01: RECOGNIZING 
THE CAYUGA–SENECA CANAL AS PART OF 
THE CAYUGA LAKE WATERSHED 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga Lake Watershed spans multiple municipalities and counties within the 
Finger Lakes region and includes tributaries and connected waterways that influence the hydrology and 
water quality of Cayuga Lake; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga–Seneca Canal connects Cayuga Lake to Seneca Lake as well as the 
Seneca River to the Great Lakes and functions as a managed waterway within the regional hydrologic 
system; and 

WHEREAS, the canal flows through and directly influences water quality of Cayuga Lake 
impacting community character, recreation, and economic vitality; and 
 

WHEREAS, research conducted by the Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William Smith has 
documented the hydrologic connectivity of the canal to Cayuga Lake and the role of canal infrastructure 
in influencing water movement and nutrient transport among connected water bodies; and 
 

WHEREAS, nutrient transport within connected waterways can contribute to water quality 
challenges, including the occurrence of Harmful Algal Blooms, which have occurred in Cayuga Lake and 
throughout the Finger Lakes region and pose concerns for drinking water, recreation, and ecosystem 
health; and 
 

WHEREAS, Cayuga Lake and its connected waterways support significant regional tourism and 
recreation activities including boating, fishing, waterfront visitation, and other outdoor uses that 
contribute to the economy of Tompkins County and the Finger Lakes region; and 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization has recognized the 
Cayuga–Seneca Canal as part of the Cayuga Lake Watershed as part of its regional watershed 
management framework; and 

WHEREAS, the Seneca County Board of Supervisors recognized the Cayuga–Seneca Canal as a 
hydrologically connected component of the Cayuga Lake Watershed and passed an equivalent resolution 
at their meeting on April 14, 2026; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Water Resources Council reviewed and approved this 
resolution on April 20, 2026; now therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality Committee, the 
Tompkins County Legislature hereby recognizes the Cayuga–Seneca Canal as a hydrologically connected 
component of the Cayuga Lake Watershed; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature acknowledges the research conducted by the 
Finger Lakes Institute and the importance of watershed-scale management of connected waterways; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature supports continued regional collaboration to 
protect Cayuga Lake water quality, protect the tourism and recreation economy of the region, and address 
watershed challenges including Harmful Algal Blooms; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature shall transmit copies of this 
resolution to the Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization, the Finger Lakes Institute, the 
New York State Canal Corporation, as well as New York State Senators Lea Webb, Thomas O’Mara, 
Pamela Helming, Rachel May and Assemblymembers Anna Kelles, Jeff Gallahan and Philip Palmesano. 
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Inclusion through Diversity 
 

 ADVISORY BOARD APPLICATION 
Please type or print in black ink (Revised July 2021) 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Name of advisory group 

 
____________________________________ 

                             Name of seat 
 
 
 
If you are interested in serving as a member of an advisory group, please complete this form and submit it to the County Legislature’s office.  
Additional information may be attached as necessary.  You may be called for an interview and you may also wish to attend a meeting of the advisory 
group if you have not yet done so.   
 

Name ___________________________________________________________ Date of application _________________________ 
 
Address (residence) __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                            Street                                                                                     City                                         Zip Code 
Telephone (home) _________________ (work) __________________ (mobile) ________________ (fax) _____________________ 
 
E-mail address __________________________________ Length of residence in Tompkins County __________________________ 
 
Occupation, experience, community affiliations____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Education __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                    schools (degrees) and specialties 

Explain why you are you interested in this position or what strengths would you bring to this position? ______________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Diversity Factors (voluntary) 
Please list any characteristics about yourself or relevant experience around diversity and inclusion that may enhance the County’s 
efforts to appoint people of diverse backgrounds to its Advisory Boards.   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Recommended by ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
If organization or municipality, include name of entity, contact person, and telephone number; if another individual(s), give 

name(s) and telephone number(s). 
 

References:  (1) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                           name, address, and telephone number  
                     (2) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                          name, address, and telephone number 

 
 

Office use only 

Type of appointment:   new or reappointment [Replacing: (if new] ______________________ Term expiration date   ____________ 
                                    
Seat Title (area or constituency represented):    ________________________________________________________ 
 
Municipal Recommendation on File                  Nominating Committee Recommendation Received 
 
Copied to Comm.:______________  Legislative Committee recommendation __________________Date ____________________ 
 
Legislature appointment date _____________________    Appointment letter mailed date __________________________________ 

TOMPKINS COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building 
121 E Court Street, Ithaca NY  14850 

www.tompkinscountyny.gov/legislature 
607-274-5434 (phone)/607-274-5430 (fax) 

E-mail: legislature@tompkins-co.org 

   *If not a T.C. resident, please stop here and contact the Legislature Office   

ID# 




	ID: 
	Name of advisory group:       Water Resources Council
	Name of seat: Cornell Cooperative Extension
	Name: Dawn Montanye
	Date of application: April 9, 2026
	Address residence: 
	Telephone home: 
	work: 
	mobile: 
	fax: 
	Email address: dm773@cornell.edu
	Length of residence in Tompkins County: 10 years
	Occupation experience community affiliations 1: Environment Issue Leader with Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins County, former lead for Way2Go
	Occupation experience community affiliations 2: transportation program CCE Tompkins, resident of EcoVillage Ithaca and former board member, experience in environment and natural resource conservation, community engagement.
	Education: M.S. SUNY ESF (Env policy), M.P.A Syracuse U, B.A St. Lawrence U (Environmental Studies)
	Explain why you are you interested in this position or what strengths would you bring to this position 1: I am interested in representing
	Explain why you are you interested in this position or what strengths would you bring to this position 2: Cornell Cooperative Extension on water related issues as our organization looks to enhance our water related work in terms of water quality,
	Explain why you are you interested in this position or what strengths would you bring to this position 3: quantity and considerations in the event of natural disasters. I would like to enhance our work on invasive species related to climate change that compliments other County work. I have over30 years experience in environmental conservation, policy work and community engagement.
	efforts to appoint people of diverse backgrounds to its Advisory Boards 1: I'm a woman in a leadership role in the County
	efforts to appoint people of diverse backgrounds to its Advisory Boards 2: 
	Recommended by: Graham Savio Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins County
	References  1: Graham Savio
	2: David Kay, Ithaca, NY, 607-592-5518
	Type of appointment new or reappointment Replacing if new: 
	Term expiration date: 
	Seat Title area or constituency represented: 
	Municipal Recommendation on File: Off
	Nominating Committee Recommendation Received: Off
	Copied to Comm: 
	Legislative Committee recommendation: 
	Date: 
	Legislature appointment date: 
	Appointment letter mailed date: 


