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Tompkins County Public Library

Spring 2026

Tourism Grants



Today’s Outline

• Introductions

• Tourism Program overview

• Visit Ithaca / Downtown Ithaca Alliance / 
IAED

• Spring Tourism Grants

• Community Celebrations Grant

• Tourism Advancement Grant

• Tompkins Outdoors Grant

• Common Grant Application tutorial

• Consultation / Q&A
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Introductions
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Tourism Program Overview

• Why does Tompkins County have a 
Tourism Program?
• To maintain and enhance our county’s 

appeal as a destination

• To enhance quality of life for residents

• To diversify and grow our local economy

• Strategic Tourism Plan defines values 
and goals for the County
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Tourism Program Goals

• Increase average overnight trip length by 
one night from 2-3 nights to 3-4 nights.

• Increase average visitor spending by 5% 
from $366 to $384 per day in established 
downtowns and villages.

• Offer indoor and outdoor visitor 
programming year-round. 

• … plus others listed in the Strategic Tourism 
Plan
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Strategic Tourism Planning Board

Organizational purpose

• Advise the Tompkins County Legislature on all aspects of tourism development

• Review and evaluate the activities of all entities receiving room tax funds

• Develop tourism policy for review and adoption by the Legislature

• Advise the Legislature on allocation of proceeds from the room tax

Membership

• 18 voting members

• 8 non-voting members
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Ithaca / Tompkins County 

Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB)
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Marketing 
Fundamentals

Segment your market and choose your target, 
know your audience.

Audience Segment 

Product / Price / Promotion / 
Place (Distribution or Location)

4 P's

What expectations are you creating and 
communicating to your audience?

Brand Promise

For [Target Market], the [Brand] is the [Point of 
Differentiation] among all [Frame of Reference] 

because [Reason to Believe].

Positioning



Reach

579,000+ annual website sessions

77,896 referrals to partner websites

90K Travel Guides distributed annually

25.9K Insta followers + 45.0K Fb followers

Visit Ithaca is here to amplify 
your business and programs!



Events Calendar

Eligible events are automatically added to the 
iloveny.com/events which feeds other seasonal 

content, including enewsletters and social posts

I Love New York

Visit Ithaca is a member of the Finger Lakes 
Tourism Alliance and will submit events with 

broad visitor appeal.

ExploreFingerLakes.com 60,000+ views to events landing pages



What is a Featured 
Event?
$100 /week

• Top banner on 
visitithaca.com/events/event-calendar/

• Top placement on the homepage 
• Bonus: event slider placement
• Top event in one of the Wednesday 

      Event emails sent to all tourism partners
• One social post on Facebook and/or 

Instagram mentioning your event

https://calendly.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitithaca.com%2Fevents%2Fevent-calendar%2F&user_uuid=05dc9732-1701-40a8-ab5c-5d4af2315a90&stage=0&hmac=8898826a563ef7bd7341e0553dd2fb319219e6b081e2fe730cda4edf9d7b4d96
https://calendly.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitithaca.com%2Fevents%2Fevent-calendar%2F&user_uuid=05dc9732-1701-40a8-ab5c-5d4af2315a90&stage=0&hmac=8898826a563ef7bd7341e0553dd2fb319219e6b081e2fe730cda4edf9d7b4d96
https://calendly.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitithaca.com%2Fevents%2Fevent-calendar%2F&user_uuid=05dc9732-1701-40a8-ab5c-5d4af2315a90&stage=0&hmac=8898826a563ef7bd7341e0553dd2fb319219e6b081e2fe730cda4edf9d7b4d96


Other Marketing 
Opportunities

Annual Travel Guide

Targeted consumer emails

Featured spotlights on visitithaca.com

Social Media collaborations

Group travel & tour promotion

...and more!



Downtown Ithaca Alliance (DIA)

13



Equipment Lending Library

Link to Application: https://forms.gle/DzQ8Kqgkwwy4tHsp8
Link to Website - we are still making updates: 

https://www.downtownithaca.com/lending-library/

Tables, 6-foot

Chairs

Tents

Tent Weights 

Traffic Cones

Trash Cans

Generic Banner

Cash Box

Traffic Cones

Cable Cover Ramps

Recycling Bins

Extension 

Cords

Gorilla Cart

Chest Coolers

A-Frames

Generators

Cable Covers

PA System

Tend Weights

ELIGIBILITY

1.) Equipment lending priority is given to: Events free and open to the public 

and events occurring within the Business Improvement District (BID)

2.) Events must occur within Tompkins County.

PRICING GUIDELINES

An administration fee ($5.00 nonrefundable) will 

be charged to all users of the equipment lending 

library to cover the DIA's associated costs. 

1.) Events that are free and open to public, and 

occur within the BID:

Weekday: pick-up $25, drop-off $25 

Weekend: pick-up $50, drop-off $50

                 

2.) Events that are not free and open to the 

public OR events that take place outside of the 

BID:

Weekday: pick-up $50, drop-off $50 

Weekend: pick-up $100, drop-off $100

You are financially responsible for items broken or 

not returned and will be charged.

A borrower's misuse of equipment, or disrespect 

for program rules and policies, will affect future 

rental approvals.

PROCESS

1.) To make your equipment request, fill out 

this form in its entirety.

2.) Wait to be contacted by the DIA via 

info@downtownithaca.com. Generally, you 

will get a reply email within 5-7 business 

days of the request submission.

3.) Once details are established and agreed 

upon, you will receive a Request Approval 

Letter.  

4.) You will then sign and return the 

approval letter, and make any appropriate 

payments. Please note, reservations are not 

final until the approval letter is returned 

signed and the appropriate payment is 

made. 

5.) Pick-up and drop-off equipment within 

the agreed upon dates and times.

Available Items

https://forms.gle/DzQ8Kqgkwwy4tHsp8
https://www.downtownithaca.com/lending-library/
https://www.downtownithaca.com/lending-library/
https://www.downtownithaca.com/lending-library/
https://www.downtownithaca.com/lending-library/


BID District Map



Ithaca Area Economic Development
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Tourism Capital Grants

• Purpose: to support major investments in 
visitor-generating projects

• Eligibility:
• Nonprofit organizations & municipalities
• Capital investments & feasibility studies

• Award range: $5,000 to $100,000
($250,000 available) 

• Match: $1 grant : $2 other sources 

• Application deadline: TBD 
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Spring 2026 Tourism Grants

• Community Celebrations

• Tourism Advancement 

• Tompkins Outdoors



1/29/2026 19

Community Celebrations

• Purpose: to support events that convey the unique 
culture and history of Tompkins County

• Eligibility:

• Event is free and open to all
• Event is an observance, jubilation, 

presentation, etc.
• No carnival rides, fireworks, religious 

celebrations, etc.

• Award Range: $500 - $2,500 ($16,850 available)

• Match: $1 grant : $1 other sources 

• Application deadline: February 26, 2026
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Tourism Advancement Grants

• Purpose: to attract visitors to Tompkins County 
for overnight trips

• Eligibility:
• Nonprofit organizations & municipalities
• Performances, festivals, guided tours, 

exhibits, and other events
• No fundraisers, membership groups, faith 

congregations, or conferences

• Award range: $2,500 to $10,000
($85,000 available) 

• Match: $1 grant : $1 other sources 

• Application deadline: February 26, 2026
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Tompkins Outdoors Grants

• Purpose: to enhance Tompkins County’s 
reputation and profile as a leading outdoor 
recreation destination

• Eligibility:
• Nonprofit organizations that manage 

natural areas or offer outdoor tours / 
programs

• Other criteria in guidelines

• Award: up to $19,000 ($55,000 available) 

• Eligibility questionnaire: February 10, 2026

• Application deadline: February 26, 2026
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Getting Help

•  the grant guidelines

• tourism@tompkins-co.org 

•  607-274-5560
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mailto:tourism@tompkins-co.org
mailto:tourism@tompkins-co.org
mailto:tourism@tompkins-co.org


Tourism Grants - Award Decision Process

Tourism Program 
Budget

Room Occupancy Taxes

Hotels, Motels, B&Bs, 
Short-term Rentals

Grant Programs

Foundation 
Programs

STPB Grant Review Committees
• Community Celebration Grants
• Tourism Advancement Grants
• Tompkins Outdoors Grants

Strategic Tourism 
Planning Board

Tompkins County 
Legislature

Grant Applications

Grant Awards
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Award Decision Process

• County staff review applications (completeness and eligibility).

• Grant review committee evaluates applications and recommends funding to Strategic Tourism 
Planning Board.

• Tourism Board considers review committee’s report and votes to submit recommended funding to 
Tompkins County Legislature (via Housing and Economic Development Committee).

• Legislature considers funding request and votes to authorize grant awards.

• County staff prepare and send contracts.
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Key 2026 Dates

• January 28  Grant information session 

• February 10  Eligibility questionnaire due for Tompkins Outdoors grant

• February 26  Application deadline

• March 18  STPB makes grant award recommendation

• April 1   HED Committee votes on grant resolutions

• April 21  County Legislature votes on grant resolutions

• April 22 and beyond Grant contracts issued and signed

• … 30 days after your event or project completion – grant report due 
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Common Grant Application
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www.tompkinscountyny.gov/tourism/grants
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https://youtu.be/xD85LuIZjRM

Video Tutorial

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 28



Choose a program

Start Here! 29



Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 30



Confirm 
Grant 
Program

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 31



You Made It!

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 32



Notices go here

Start filling in the blanks

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 33



Ready to Submit!

D/L complete 
application

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 34



Confirm Submission

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 35



Check your Email
for a Confirmation

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 36



Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 37



How do I Prepare 
Multiple Applications?

2- Search:
TOMPKINS

1- Exit your draft

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 38



Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 39



Start a new
application

Fall 2024 Tourism Grant Workshop 40
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