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To provide improved quality of life to all residents, 
visitors and ecosystems of Tompkins County by 

maintaining and improving environmental 
stewardship on farms. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We envision a future where all community 
members enthusiastically support their local 

farmers who sustainably endeavor to protect and 
enhance agriculture and the environment for 

future generations. 
 
 

 

Tompkins County AEM Mission Statement 

Tompkins County AEM Vision Statement 
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• Farmer Focus – A sharp focus on agricultural viability (economics, community needs, 
family, weather, markets, risk management, capacity, succession planning, adaptability, 
etc.) while maintaining environmental stewardship ethics. 
 

• Leadership – empowering conservation professionals, farmers, contractors and those 
working/living in the agricultural sector to be and inspire environmental leadership in the 
community. 
 

• Stewardship – supporting the planning, implementation and operation/maintenance of 
Best Management Practices to address natural resource concerns, such as water quality, 
soil health, and nutrient management (among others) in the agricultural sector. 
 

• Relationship building – We believe that relationship building across a diverse network of 
agricultural areas should permeate every aspect of the program. 

 
• Confidentiality – In order to build trust and relationships between farmer and 

conservation professionals to openly address environmental concerns. 
 

• Trust – this is the hallmark of confidence between farmers, conservation professionals 
and the community that we are all working together to achieve our mission and vision. 

 
• Voluntary participation – Farmers should choose to participate in the program to have 

greater success in meeting the mission and vision.   
 

• Environmental Compliance – Supporting farmers in understanding and voluntarily 
complying with environmental regulations.  Voluntary compliance reduces a farm’s risk 
to liability. 

 
• Incentive based – using technical and financial resources of the program to encourage 

farmers to adopt Best Management Practices as a first line of defense to address natural 
resource concerns before being handled by regulatory compliance agencies. 

 
• Science Driven – focusing on implementation of proven soil and water quality Best 

Management Practices through objective evidence and systematic testing rather than just 
opinion or tradition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Values 
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The Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) Program is governed by New York State 
Law 1 and funded through the New York State Environmental Protection Fund (EPF).  The 
Statewide AEM program is authorized and funded by the New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets’ (NYS Ag & Markets) Soil and Water Conservation Committee (SWCC).  
The Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District (TCSWCD) serves as the lead agency 
for the program locally in Tompkins County.  As a statewide recognized planning and 
implementation tool for agriculture, the AEM program makes it possible for Soil and Water 
Conservation District to access funds for technical planning and implementation expertise while 
local farms can access that expertise and various NYS cost-share grant programs to improve 
environmental practices. The AEM program also documents current best management 
strategies as they pertain to natural resources. 
  
The NYS Aid “AEM Base” funding for the program has been established through law2 as a means 
to provide a non-competitive funding source to all interested NYS SWCDs to develop and 
implement their locally led AEM programs.  As guiding documents, five-year strategic plans are 
required by the SWCC to access this funding. Local SWCDs interact with farms throughout their 
county based on the priorities in their respective five-year strategic plans and local action 
plans/priorities to identify environmental resource concerns and suggest appropriate best 
management practices (BMPs) to address them.   
 
Following a tiered planning and implementation approach, the goal of the AEM program is to 
address any past, present, or future environmental concerns occurring on farms.  The first step 
is to obtain background information on the farm (Tier 1).  Following this step, the planner and 
farmer explore the entire farm to identify resource concerns and document ongoing BMPs (tier 
2).  The next step is to craft a plan (Tier 3) targeted at identified resource concerns.   
Implementation of these plans may be designed by qualified SWCD staff, certified planners, 
engineers and others in cooperation with farmers to address these environmental resource 
concerns.  If a farm is unable to implement the plan/design on their own for conservation 
improvement SWCDs are authorized through the program to apply on behalf of the farm to an 
appropriate competitive funding source to help install the necessary practice (Tier 4).  As of the 
16th round of the program, funds have also been provided to each county SWCD to implement 
practices on projects through a non-competitive statewide funding pool.  The fifth step (Tier 5) is 
a review of the implemented BMP and may lead into progressive planning which restarts the 
cycle back at Tier 1, 2 or 3.  
  
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/AGM/A11-A 
2 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/AGM/151-F 

AEM Program Overview 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/AGM/A11-A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/AGM/151-F
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Internal External 
Strengths 
 

Opportunities 
 

Local leadership, at the SWCD Board level, sets 
priority ranking criteria within watersheds of the 
County to address natural resource concerns that 
allow staff to focus on implementation of high 
priority best management practices on 
agricultural landscapes. 

The AEM program can deliver on many of the regulatory 
planning document deliverables for addressing natural 
resource concerns related to Harmful Algae Blooms in 
Cayuga/Owasco Lake and nutrient reductions in 
Cayuga/Owasco/Upper Susquehanna watershed’s Total 
Maximum Daily Load limitations. 

Well established network of farmer/professional 
working relationships within program and staff 
 

A variety of external professional organizations that 
support aspects of agricultural conservation find their 
home base in Tompkins County. 

AEM program supports 2 full-time staff 
dedicated to Agricultural Conservation in the 
County. 
 

Cornell University sits within Tompkins County that 
contains the NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
and is the Land Grant Institution supporting agricultural 
research. 

The AEM program has a long history in Tompkins 
County and predecessor programs set the stage 
for long-term success. 
 

Regional partnerships (Eastern Fingerlakes Coalition, 
Finger Lakes – Lake Ontario Watershed Protection 
Alliance, Upper Susquehanna Coalition) afford the 
opportunity to legally partner on large scale regional 
conservation efforts. 

The AEM Program leads directly to conservation 
financial incentives through the AEM BMP 
Implementation Assistance Program, Agricultural 
Non-Point Source Pollution Abatement Program, 
Climate Resilient Farming Program, Ecosystem 
Based Management Programs, Water Quality 
Improvement Program, FLLOWPA and many 
other State-run financial incentive programs. 

Federal partners accept AEM program into many of 
their own financial assistance program requirements 
(i.e. – Environmental Quality Incentives Program, 
Conservation Reserve Program, Conservation 
Stewardship Program, etc.) 
Many conservation easement programs allow 
agricultural conservation to take place on lands under 
their programs if involved with AEM. 

Non-competitive State funding for AEM 
implementation projects have provided 
successful implementation for a variety of 
smaller scale BMPs that may not rank well in 
Statewide competitive programs listed above. 

We need to work with the research community to 
enhance research/development of enhanced BMP 
practices/standards so they can be fast-tracked in order 
to keep up with emerging threats to natural resources 
(i.e – PFAS, nutrient filtration, agrivoltaics, etc.) 
Long-term water quality, soil and climate data sets from 
federal, state, educational and non-profit local 

Program Assessment- (SWOT: Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, Threats) 
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monitoring efforts help guide AEM implementation 
efforts. 

Internal External 
Weaknesses 
 

Threats 
 

The Tompkins SWCD needs more staff with 
planner certifications and “Job Approval 
Authority” to sign off on conservation planning 
and implementation projects. 

Competition for land resources in the County from 
private home development and energy generation 
(solar) reduces the amount of land available for 
agricultural conservation BMP Implementation. (refer to 
Figure 2. Tompkins County Agricultural Land Use Map) 

The lack of a certified engineer on staff dictates 
that the Tompkins SWCD explore external 
resources to complete projects that need 
engineering sign-off. 

Succession planning is hard for some farms with next 
generations not wanting to take over the farm leading 
to loss of agricultural conservation stewardship  
 

State sponsored conservation professional 
training is limited to workshops and once/year 
sessions, rather than more one-on-one training 
for newer conservation employees.  More 
training is needed across the entire spectrum of 
the AEM program. 

State and local budget reductions lead to loss of 
capacity and implementation of the program locally. 
Lack of trust in the program leads to less voluntary 
compliance, more regulation and higher food costs to 
offset environmental compliance liabilities.  Trust in the 
program has grown over the lifespan AEM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

 
 

 
 
Data from the USDA Census of Agriculture3 are presented in table form below for Tompkins 
County.  Figure 8. Tompkins County Census of Agriculture Data, also shows a broader data 
analysis of the County. Data for this census is collected every five years, with portions updated 
periodically during this time.  The last full census was taken in 2022 and the next full census will 
be compiled in 2027.     

 
 

Source: USDA Census of Agriculture 
 

Approximately 30.6% of the land base in Tompkins County is operated by 487 farms with the 
majority of this being harvested crop land.  Opportunities for conservation can be found on 
farmstead, cropland, pastures and woodland through the AEM program.  Approximately 10% of 
farmers utilize no-till practices on their cropland, 12% reduced tillage, 16% intensive tillage and 
14% cover crops.  Cover Crops, No-till and Reduced tillage practices are all conservation BMPs 
the Tompkins SWCD prioritized in the last AEM strategic plan and will maintain in this one.  Milk 
from dairy cows still rank as the highest value agricultural product sold in the County but there is 
a wide variety of crops produced including, but not limited to: Grains, oilseeds, beans, peas, 
vegetables, fruits, tree nuts, berries, nursery/greenhouse products, hay as well as livestock, 

 
3 https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/ 

Table 1. Historic Farm Base Summary, Tompkins County, 1978-2022 

 
1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 2002 2007 2014 2019 2022 

Number 
of Farms 598 567 532 441 557 563 588 558 523 487 

Total 
Farm 
Acreage 

123,210 121,068 110,609 91,822 102,610 100,931 108,739 90,774 91,277 92,950 

Average 
Acreage 
per Farm 

~ 214 208 208 184 179 185 163 175 191 

Harvested 
Cropland 79,982 77,047 75,634 62,421 67,731 66,960 67,292 47,143 51,122 54,967 

Woodland ~ ~ 20,329 16,921 19,245 19,245 21,838 19,183 14,419 16,363 

Pasture 
Land ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 5,659 7,281 9,057 4,302 

Other 
Land ~ ~ 14,646 12,480 13,898 15,012 13,950 9,886 10,964 4,852 

% of 
County in 
Farmland 

39% 39% 35% 29% 33% 32% 35% 30% 30% 30.6% 

Tompkins County Agricultural Resources 
 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
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including, but not limited to: Poultry, cattle and calves, milking cows, hogs and pigs, sheep, goats, 
horses, and other animals.  A variety of conservation options are available through the AEM 
program that address the environmental challenges and opportunities this variety of agriculture 
offers.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tompkins County hosts a wide variety of natural environmental resources from glacially formed 
gorges and lakes which make it a premier tourist destination in the State to hidden and 
protected lands found in bogs, fens, marshes, open vistas, grassland and hilly terrain.  This 
natural environment is home to a wide variety of ecosystems and habitats. The County also 
depends on many environmental resources that need protection for human survival and 
adaptation which includes drinking water, food, shelter and resiliency to weather/climate.  
With agriculture occupying 30% of the landscape that these resources are found within, in 
Tompkins County, there is a significant role for the AEM program to play.    

Water Resources 
Tompkins County has a plentiful supply of surface water, which is routed by 29 watersheds 
broken into 12-Digit Hydologic Unit Codes by the Federal US Geological Survey and Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, which affect and are affected by agricultural practices (see Figure 
1).  Figure 4. Tompkins County NYSDEC Classified Streams Map” shows the overlap of these 
watersheds and associated streams to agricultural land uses.  This is used for helping to prioritize 
conservation BMP implementation across watersheds in the SWCD’s annual action plans.  The 
following table outlines the correlation between agriculture land use in each watershed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tompkins County Environmental Resources 
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Watershed Name 
Total 

Watershed 
Acreage 

% of watershed 
in agriculture 

land use 
Boardman Creek-Cayuga Lake 12,006 24.18% 

Bolter Creek-Taughannock Creek 10,251 42.39% 
Egypt Creek-Virgil Creek 11,802 32.58% 

Enfield Creek 19,579 24.25% 
Headwaters Cayuta Creek 3,569 9.30% 
Headwaters Owasco Inlet 16,698 33.06% 
Headwaters Sixmile Creek 20,743 14.65% 
Headwaters Virgil Creek 3 17.71% 

Hemlock Creek-Owasco Inlet 5,097 35.10% 
Hencoop Creek-Taughannock Creek 3,776 52.83% 

Lively Run-Cayuga Lake 7,531 32.25% 
Lower Cayuga Inlet 25,313 9.91% 

Lower Fall Creek 14,604 13.87% 
Lower West Branch Owego Creek 997 8.98% 

Middle Catatonk Creek 2,745 3.86% 
Middle Cayuga Inlet 11,639 18.67% 

Middle Fall Creek 13,069 36.13% 
Middle West Branch Owego Creek 6,728 17.83% 

Otter Creek 104 47.04% 
Pony Hollow Creek 9,965 7.24% 

Salmon Creek 21,893 51.43% 
Upper Catatonk Creek 9,731 1.63% 

Upper Cayuga Inlet 23,547 13.03% 
Upper Cayuta Creek 4,195 2.80% 

Upper East Branch Owego Creek 910 47.78% 
Upper Fall Creek 8,546 55.03% 

Upper West Branch Owego Creek 8,269 12.83% 
Willow Creek-Cayuga Lake 28,433 18.74% 

Willseyville Creek 12,960 6.46% 
 
 
 
The NYSDEC classifies streams according to their designated best uses.  This can include drinking 
water, fishing, swimming or other recreational uses.  The Lower Cayuga Inlet, and Headwaters 
Sixmile Creek watershed produce drinking water for the City of Ithaca, while Lower Fall Creek 
produces drinking water for Cornell University.  The Southern end of Cayuga Lake produces 
drinking water for the Bolton Point Municipal water supply.   
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Private Drinking water wells and Town/Village well supplies will rely on ground water resources 
that have been studied in detail by the United States Geological Survey in partnership with 
Tompkins County’s Department of Planning and Sustainability. 4   Efforts to protect these 
resources are also a focus of the AEM program. 
 
Wetland protections have been a focus of the AEM program since its commencement and will 
continue.  As the NYSDEC implements changes to the new wetland laws5 enacted in 2025, the 
AEM program will be here to help farmers comply with this law.  Federal and State Wetland 
informational maps can be found in Figure 5. Federal Wetlands Inventory in Tompkins County 
and Figure 6.  
Increasing intensity and frequency of rainstorm events have led to new challenges for farms to 
deal with excess runoff that normally would be sufficiently handled by former drainage practices.  
Stormwater management is an increasing concern for many of our Tompkins County farmers.  
Various new pathways for BMP implementation and funding have arisen in recent years including 
the NYS Climate Resilient Farming grant program to address these stormwater concerns. 
 
Harmful Algae Blooms are also a growing concern for Tompkins County residents as numerous 
blooms have been spotted in recent years in Cayuga and Owasco Lakes.  The NYSDEC HABs Action 
Plans for these lakes have referenced the NYS AEM program as a significant driver of nutrient 
reduction on farms.6  
 
The NYSDEC has also implemented nutrient runoff reduction st in all 3 watershed of the County 
including (Cayuga Lake, Owasco Lake, and the Upper Susquehanna Coalition).  The AEM strategic 
plan goals will likely line up with recommendations and actions in each of those implementation 
plans.7 
 
Although not directly addressed in this plan, the Community Science Institute has led a voluntary 
water sampling effort across the county and region for over a decade.  This long-term dataset is 
useful in showing general trends in water quality under stormflow and baseflow conditions.  The 
data has aided the Tompkins SWCD in noticing issues of concern in a watersheds that need to be 
addressed for improved water quality of surface streams.8   

Soil Resources 
Historical trends show that farming practices in Tompkins County have become increasingly 
concentrated on areas with the best soil profiles, which tend to be mostly in the north east and 
north west corners of the county and located at the tops and bottoms of valleys, though some 
farming does occur on the steeply sloping sides of the glacial valleys in Tompkins County.  These 
soils represent a finite resource of Tompkins County and should be protected.  A compendium of 

 
4 https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/All-Departments/Planning-and-Sustainability/Water-Resources#data 
5 https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/wetlands/freshwater-wetlands-program 
6 https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/harmful-algal-blooms/action-plans 
7 https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/clean-water-plans 
8 https://communityscience.org/ 

https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/All-Departments/Planning-and-Sustainability/Water-Resources%23data
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/wetlands/freshwater-wetlands-program
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/harmful-algal-blooms/action-plans
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/clean-water-plans
https://communityscience.org/
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soil maps seen in “Figure 9. Tompkins County Soil Maps” shows how various soil types have driven 
Tompkins County Agriculture. 
 
Soil health is being recognized globally as a primary environmental resource concern and receives 
a great deal of attention concerning ways to preserve its unique physical, chemical and biological 
properties that make it such a vital resource for both natural terrestrial ecosystems and 
agriculture as a whole.  Practices are being developed that encourage the establishment of 
communities of microorganisms within the soil spaces, reducing compaction, which improves the 
ability of soil to absorb and hold water, as well as ways of encouraging nitrogen fixation and 
maintaining the nutrient balance, moisture content and pH of soils to keep soils naturally 
productive without having to apply chemicals. 
 
In addition to addressing water runoff from agricultural practices that will physically erode soils 
and nutrients from a site, the AEM program is also used to identify and determine the impact of 
practices that positively impact soil health.  These practices, such as cover crops, no-till cropping, 
pasture rotation, and other practices, are designed to help maintain and, where necessary, 
rebuild the physical, biological and chemical properties of the soils, ensuring not only the 
productivity of the farms but also the soils’ ability to hold and retain water, retain and cycle 
nutrients, sequester carbon, and detoxify harmful chemicals.   
 
Soil health has also been increasingly threatened by development pressure over the years, which 
threatens not only to remove valuable farmland from productivity, but also to counter the other 
beneficial abilities of these prime soils.  A portion of the acres lost from agricultural production 
were lost to housing and other development projects.  Additional loss of land for agricultural 
production is seen with the recent addition of industrialized solar generation with little to no 
attention for incorporating agrivoltaics into the project for long-term success.                    
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The following goals and objectives will be preferred throughout the next 5 years of the AEM 
program.  Each year an annual action plan will be submitted to NYS for review and approval and 
incorporated into the overall District wide annual workplan for budget and planning purposes. 

Goal A.) – Improve water quality and watershed health on agricultural lands in 
Tompkins County 

Objective #1 – Plan/design/implement/monitor structural, cultural, and biological 
practices to improve water quality of streams, rivers, lakes, ponds, and wetlands. 

Objective #1.1 – Plan/design/implement/monitor practices that capture the 
movement of nutrients and encourage their recycling to inhibit runoff to 
waterways. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Agrichemical handling and storage systems 
• Cultural Nutrient Management Systems 
• Process Wash Water Management Systems 
• Short-Term Waste Collection and Transfer Systems 
• Silage Leachate Control and Treatment Systems 
• Waste Storage and Transfer Systems 

Objective #1.2 – Plan/design/implement/monitor practices that capture the 
movement of and filter nutrients before running off into waterways. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Livestock Heavy Use Area Runoff Management Systems 
• Manure and Agricultural Waste Treatment Systems 
• Prescribed Rotational Grazing Systems 
• Process Wash Water Management Systems 
• Riparian Buffer Systems 
• Short-Term Waste Collection and Transfer Systems 
• Silage Leachate Control and Treatment Systems 
• Stream Corridor and Shoreline Management Systems 
• Waste Storage and Transfer Systems 

Goals and Objectives 
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Objective #1.3 – Plan/design/implement/monitor practices that capture and 
treat the movement of other pollutants into surface and/or groundwater flow. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Agrichemical handling and storage systems 
• Cultural Nutrient Management Systems 
• Animal Composting systems 
• Erosion Control Systems 
• Feed Management Systems 
• Irrigation Water Management Systems 
• Pathogen Management Systems 
• Petroleum and Oil Products Storage Systems 
• Process Wash Water Management Systems 
• Riparian Buffer Systems 
• Waste Storage and Transfer Systems 

Objective #1.4 – Engage research and development of emerging practices that 
may not have universal adoption at the federal or state level but have 
opportunities for water quality improvement locally. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to): 

• Saturated Buffers 
• Denitrifying Bioreactors 
• Phosphorus Removal Systems 

Objective #2 – Protect drinking water sources from agricultural runoff concerns 

 Objective #2.1 – Engage with municipalities through their NYS Drinking Water 
Source Protection Plans and funding scenarios to 
plan/design/implement/monitor BMPS listed in Objective #1. 
Current plans that have been approved are for the following 
municipalities/watersheds in Tompkins County: 

• City of Ithaca – Six Mile Creek Watershed 
Plans that are in progress are: 

• Cornell University – Fall Creek Watershed 
• Town of Enfield – Upper Cayuga Inlet Watershed 

Plans that have been discontinued are: 
• Bolton Point (Dryden, Ulysses, Lansing, Town of Ithaca, Village of Cayuga 

Heights, Village of Lansing) – Southern Cayuga Lake  

Objective #2.2 – provide protection to other communities and private 
residences that supply public drinking water through surface or groundwater 
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means from agricultural runoff sources by 
planning/designing/implementing/monitoring practices in objective #1. 

 

Goal B.) – Improve soil health systems on agricultural lands in Tompkins County 

Objective #1 – Plan/Design/Implement structural and cultural practices that 
improve soil health. 

Objective #1.1 – Plan/Design/Implement/monitor structural practices that 
improve soil health. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Access Control Systems 
• Structural Erosion Control Systems 
• Forestry/Agroforestry systems 
• Integrated Pest Management Systems 
• Irrigation Water Management Systems 
• Manure and Agricultural Waste Treatment Systems 
• Prescribed Rotational Grazing Systems 
• Riparian Buffer Systems 
• Waste Storage and Transfer Systems 
• Silage Leachate Control and Treatment Systems 

Objective #1.2 – Encourage planning/design/implemention/monitoring of cultural 
practices that improve soil health. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Access Control Systems 
• Cultural Nutrient Management Systems 
• Prescribed Rotational Grazing Systems 
• Soil Health Systems 

Goal C.) – Encourage weather/climate resiliency on agricultural lands in Tompkins 
County 

Objective #1 – Support farming practices that sequester carbon and lower 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Objective #1.1 – Encourage planning/design/implemention/monitoring of cultural 
practices that improve climate mitigation. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Feed Management Systems 
• Prescribed Rotational Grazing Systems 
• Soil Health Systems 
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• Nutrient Management Systems 

Objective #1.2 – Encourage planning/design/implemention/monitoring of 
structural practices that improve climate mitigation. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Forestry/Agroforestry Systems 
• Riparian Buffer Systems 
• Feed Management Systems 
• Prescribed Rotational Grazing Systems 
• Soil Health Systems 
• Waste Storage and Transfer Systems 

 

Objective #2 – Build resilience to flooding and drought on agricultural lands. 
Planning, design and/or implementation of practices may include (but not 
limited to) the following systems in the NYS Agricultural BMP Systems Catalogue: 

• Access Control System 
• Erosion Control Systems 
• Forestry/Agroforestry Systems 
• Livestock Heavy Use Area Runoff Management Systems 
• Irrigation Water Management Systems 
• Manure and Agricultural Waste Treatment Systems 
• Nutrient Management Systems 
• Pathogen Management Systems 
• Prescribed Rotational Grazing Systems 
• Riparian Buffer Systems 
• Short-Term Waste Collection and Transfer Systems 
• Silage Leachate Control and Treatment Systems 
• Stream Corridor and Shoreline Management Systems 
• Soil Health Systems 
• Waste Storage and Transfer Systems 

Goal D.) – Provide Education, Outreach & Collaboration for the AEM program 

Objective #1 – Provide opportunities for outreach and training to farmers, 
landowners and others regarding agricultural environmental management. 
Planning, design and/or implementation may include (but not be limited to): 

• Farmer-to-Farmer workshops highlighting success/challenges of Best 
Management Practice adoption. 

• Tours of farms to municipal officials and interested community members 
to highlight community benefits of responsible agricultural environmental 
stewardship. 
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• Regional workshops focusing on latest research and development 
surrounding topics such as soil health, water quality, climate mitigation 
and adaptation, community protection of soil and water quality. 

• Collaboration with Cornell Cooperative Extension, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service & Farm Service Agency, NYS Agriculture 
and Markets, Cornell’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Tompkins 
County Ag & Farmland Protection Board, Tompkins County Water 
Resources Council and others to provide consistent messaging around 
agricultural environmental management.  

 

All goals and objectives will be prioritized locally through District priority screening tools, the 
AEM Action Plan and the Annual Work Plan for the Tompkins County Soil and Water 
Conservation District to specify performance measure for each goal and objective in this plan.   
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Figure 1. Tompkins County HUC12 Watersheds
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Figure 2. Tompkins County Agricultural Land Use Map 
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Figure 3. Tompkins County Agricultural District Map
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Figure 4. Tompkins County NYSDEC Classified Streams Map 
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Figure 5. Federal Wetlands Inventory in Tompkins County 
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 Figure 6. NYSDEC Informational Wetlands  
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Figure 7. Tompkins County Agricultural Resource Protection Focus 
Areas 
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Figure 8. Tompkins County Census of Agriculture Data 
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Figure 9. Tompkins County Soil Maps 
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