
 

 
Inclusion Through Diversity 

AGENDA 
Tompkins County Board of Health 

Rice Conference Room 
55 Brown Road, Ithaca NY 14850 

 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 

12:00 Noon 
Live Stream at Tompkins County YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkpJNVbpLLbEbhoDbTIEgSQ 
 
12:00  I. Call to Order 
 
12:01 II.    Privilege of the Floor – Anyone may address the Board of Health (max. 3 mins.) 
  
12:04 III.   Approval of October 26, 2021 Minutes (2 mins.)  
     
12:06 IV.   Financial Summary (9 mins.) 
 
12:15 V.   Reports (15 mins.) 

    Administration     Children with Special Care Needs 

    Health Promotion Program   County Attorney’s Report 

    Medical Director’s Report    Environmental Health 

    Division for Community Health   CSB Report    
      
12:30 VI.  New Business 
 
12:30       Environmental Health (15 mins) 
     Enforcement Actions: 

1. Resolution #EH-ENF-21-0017 – Casablanca Pizzeria,  C- Ithaca, Violations of 
Subpart 14-1 of the New York State Sanitary Code (Food) (5 mins.) 

2. Resolution #EH-ENF-21-0018 – AGAVA, T-Ithaca, Violations Subpart 14-1 of 
New York State Sanitary Code (Food) (5 mins.) 

3. Resolution #EH-ENF-21-0019 – Ithaca Bakery, V-Lansing, Violations of BOH 
Orders #EH-ENF-10-001 Subpart 14-1 of the New York State Sanitary Code 
(Food) (5 mins.) 

12:45   Administration (5 mins.) 
    Adminstrative Action: 

1. Board Nominations 

12:50   Adjournment 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkpJNVbpLLbEbhoDbTIEgSQ
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MINUTES 
Tompkins County Board of Health 

October 26, 2021 
12:00 Noon 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom and In-Person for Members 
 
 
Present:   Christina Moylan, Ph.D., President; David Evelyn, MD; Melissa Dhundale, MD; Edward 

Koppel, MD; Susan Merkel;  and Ravinder Kingra 
 
Staff: Brenda Grinnell-Crosby, Public Health Administrator; Liz Cameron, Director of 

Environmental Health; Samantha Hillson, Director of Health Promotion Program; Deb 
Thomas, Director of Children with Special Care Needs; Jonathan Wood, County 
Attorney; Claire Espey, Director of Community Health; and Harmony Ayers-Friedlander 
and Karan Palazzo, LGU Administrative Assistant 

 
Excused: Shawna Black; Samara Touchton; Frank Kruppa, Public Health Director  
 
Guests: No one was present. 
 
Call to Order:  Dr. Moylan called the regular meeting of the Board of Health (BOH) to order at 12:00  
p.m.  
 
Privilege of the Floor: No one was present. 
 
Approval of September 28, 2021 Minutes: Dr. Dhundale moved to approve the minutes of the 
September 28, 2021, seconded by Dr. Evelyn. All others in attendance voted to approve the September 
28, 2021 meeting minutes. 
 
Financial Summary:  Ms. Grinnell Crosby referred to the September 2021 financial summary report 
included in the packet with nothing more to add. She said money continues to be spent on COVID related 
expenses and they are figuring out where we are amongst the four major divisions so additional funds 
can be requested from the legislature, if necessary.  
 
Dr. Moylan clarified that the spending includes the medical examiner program which is not covered by 
COVID expenses. Ms. Grinnell Crosby confirmed and said the finance department was put on notice of 
a projected $40,000 overdraw. The department will wait to get closer to year end before transferring 
from another mandated account.  
 
Administration Report:  Mr. Kruppa was not present.   
 
Health Promotion Program Report: Ms. Hillson reported that this is blood lead poisoning prevention 
week. She noted that TCDH and EH continued to access any child who has high lead blood levels during 
COVID.  Ms. Hillson complimented the HPP team in assisting with communications, updating the 
county website and social media in response to COVID whenever called on.  
 
Vaccine: All three booster shots are now approved and the eligibility criteria can be found on the TCDH 
website. It is recommended that individuals reach out to their primary care physicians or their local 
pharmacy as the department is focusing on youth vaccination clinics, which should start the beginning 
of November.  
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Medical Director’s Report and Discussion:   Dr. Klepack referred to his report included in the packet 
and directed attention to the article “MARIJUANA REGULATION AND TAXATION ACT OF 2021.” 
He reported that the Cannabis Control Board (CCB) is being constituted. With the CCB getting underway 
it becomes timely for BOH members to weigh in on the regulations and rules which will govern such 
important provisions as how THC will be advertised, what forms will be allowed, and etc. He encouraged 
a review of the report and to send comments/suggestions to the email address provided. He suggested 
attaching the document with their correspondence.  
 
Dr. Klepack added that the substances which cause dependency and tend to cause addiction are ones that 
achieve a very rapid rise in blood level. Substances that are inhaled or smoked achieve a rapid rise in 
blood concentration and, thus, are more likely to cause dependency or addiction compared to ingesting. 
Inhalation also poses other dangers (chronic bronchitis, chronic obstructive lung disease, cancers of 
pulmonary system, the GI tract and etc.) 
 
Other points made during his verbal report: 

• TCHD is focusing on 5-11 year-old Covid vaccinations 
• There will be a local medical community conference this Friday morning at CMC titled: 

“COVID-19, An Update”  
o Dr. Jeffrey Snedeker will focus primarily on children and adolescents 
o Dr. Klepack will speak on the general public health situation  

• A recent NY Times survey of county public health departments found them to be less prepared 
to deal the with the pandemic now compared to the start of the pandemic. 

• TCHD continues to urge the public sector, private practices (primary care, and specialists) to 
participate in vaccinating the public. 

• Studies continue to show that the vaccine prevents hospitalizations and death. 77% of persons 
hospitalized were unvaccinated compared to 23% having been vaccinated (those who were 
vaccinated also had other hi-risk factors such as being elderly). 69 non-ICU admissions were 
unvaccinated compared to 31 non-ICU admissions were vaccinated; 11 fatalities include 7 
unvaccinated and 4 vaccinated 

 
Dr. Klepack urged all citizens to also use prevention measures prudently even if vaccinated. 
 
Questions: 
 
Dr. Dhundale asked if vaccines can be mixed. 
 
Dr. Klepack said that the formal recommendation is to stay with the initial vaccine, but mixing and 
using a different vaccine can be done.  He noted that persons may have a medical reason for using a 
different Covid vaccine.  Recommendations are changing as more data from scientific studies are 
complied.  
  
Division for Community Health Report: Ms. Espey referred to her report included in the packet and 
had nothing to add. She gave a brief overview of her report. She thanked health promotion team for the 
internet accessibility and the website.  DCH continued to see record cases in September and was busy 
with clinics, surveillance work and responding to public inquiries. The team expanded due to the Delta 
variant and navigated the back to school transition. All cases are investigated or attempted within 24 
hours of receiving the lab results. Workflow at the state level has diminished with their assurance that 
all our contacts referred to them are contacted the same day. 
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Ms. Espey stressed the importance of community members to support DCH efforts and engage to stop 
the spread of COVID to protect the most vulnerable in society. In addition to responding to COVID, 
DCH is addressing flu clinics and childhood vaccines.  
 
Ms. Espey said that DCH is aiming for a flexible, efficient, high quality response mechanism to ensure 
that data is collected and used to inform decisions to build trust around the science and the policies that 
are developed. A joint effort with the HPP team, CMC and other community partners made an 
application for a grant opportunity that focuses on maternal health disparities and a community health 
worker approach. 
 
Children with Special Care Needs Report: Ms. Thomas had nothing to add to her written report.  
 
County Attorney’s Report:  Mr. Wood reported that he will retire the end of December and Bill Troy 
was appointed the next County Attorney.  Mr. Wood said the county legislature adopted a policy that it 
is optional to meet in person until January 15, 2022. It may be extended based on the legislature’s 
possible new policy at that time.  
 
Environmental Health Report:  Ms. Cameron had nothing to add to her written report.  
 
Community Mental Health Services Board (CSB) Report: Ms. Ayers-Friedlander reported that the 
CSB welcomed guest speaker Jed Wolkenbright, Counsel for the NYS Conference of Local Mental 
Hygiene Directors. His presentation gave a detailed history and overview of the board’s role. 
 
 
Resolution #EH-EN-21-0013- On the Street, Throughout Tompkins, Violation of 
Subpart 14-4 of the New York State Sanitary Code (Mobile Food) (5 mins.)   Dr. Dhundale moved 
to accept the resolutions as written; seconded by Mr. Kingra. 
 
 The vote to approve the resolution as written was unanimous. 
 
 
Brewer Request for Waiver of Article VI, Section 6.04(d) of Tompkins County Sanitary Code for 
Sewage System Located at 77 Shelter Valley Road 
 
Ms. Cameron explained that this parcel is in an illegal subdivision developed on very small lots that now 
has public water. The property was purchased after being abandoned for more than five years and is 
required to install a sewage system in full compliance of the sanitary code requirements. With full 
compliance being impossible on this property, EH proposes to treat this as a replacement sewage system, 
so that an Enhanced Treatment Unit (ETU) can be installed, on the small lots to get better treatment. EH 
recommends approving the waiver request so the system can be treated as a replacement on the condition 
that they put in  ETU with their sewage system.  
 

The vote to approve the waiver was unanimous 
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Applegate Park (T-Enfield) Request for Waiver of the 2021 Annual Water System Operating Fee 
and the Operating Permit Fee for Renewal of the Mobile Home Park Permit Expiring October 31, 
2021. 
 
Ms. Cameron explained that the owner of this mobile home park with a public water system on this 
property is requesting to waive the 2021 water system fee operating fee. EH has no recommendation and 
leaves the decision to the BOH. She said owner has not put in a request to waive the mobile home park 
permit fee whichis due when the permit expires on October 31, 2021. Ms. Cameron said he has not 
submitted all of the information needed in monthly operating reports, has missed samplings, and has had 
unsatisfactory results with the water results. EH expects that the situation will need more oversight. She 
said that it is a complex situation, because if the waiver is not granted he will probably operate without 
a permit which will produce more fines.  
 
 Discussion: Dr. Dhundale asked if the deadline can be extended. Ms. Cameron said that late fees 
can be waived and a payment plan can be set up. She said that since mobile home parks are for profit, 
fees are not typically waived except during COVID. She noted that because of the category, expenses 
are often passed on to the residents in mobile home parks.  
  
 Ms. Merkel asked are there other examples where the fees have been waived because of 
extenuating circumstances in the pandemic. Ms. Cameron said that late fees were waived for restaurants 
during COVID which had to shut down their operations and all were in brought before the board.  
 
 Dr. Evelyn asked about the history of his water system. Ms. Cameron said that the most recent 
water samples were positive for coliform but the owner did take additional water samples which were 
satisfactory. She noted it is unknown if the lack of rental income noted in his letter is all from the mobile 
home park as he other properties.  

 
The vote to amend the motion with a payment plan and a waiver of late fees. Dr. Dhundale moved 

to accept the amended motion; seconded by Mr. Kingra. All were in favor to amended the  motion.  
 
The vote for the amended motion. All were in favor.  

 
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 7th, 2021 @ Noon.  
 
Adjournment: Ms. Merkel moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Dr. Koppel; meeting 
adjourned at 12: 53 p.m. 
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Board of Health 
December 7, 2021 
Financial Report 
 
October 2021 / Month 10 
 
COVID sampling costs not budgeted continue to inflate expenditures in functional unit 4010. 
The County is seeking FEMA reimbursement on these expenses, end of year adjustment is 
expected. Community Health is running above budget due to continued pandemic expenses, cell 
phones, computers, service contracts (answering service, 211 and a mail distribution program) 
and staff. Planning and Coordination of CSN is running higher due to on call expenses and over 
time. Work will continue with County Administration and County Finance to adjust the books 
for pandemic-related expenses, including addition of grant funds. The department received 
approval on the increased COVID funding allocation in our Immunization grant. The ELC 
School budget modification is in review at the state. COVID grants are being evaluated to 
maximize reimbursements. 
 
The Medical Examiner Program will exceed their budget this year due to increased cases. The 
Finance Director has been notified; projected shortfall will need further review in December. The 
department will propose a transfer from other mandates later in the year. 
 
Third quarter claims are in process. We have received approval on our Healthy Neighborhoods 
Program for 2021 (April 1, 2021 – March 30, 2022). Staff will evaluate supply needs and submit 
purchase requests. Fees and other revenues continue to run lower than budgeted as staff have not 
been able to stand up all programs. 
 



Tompkins County Financial Report for Public Health

 Budget

Year 21 10Month

 Paid YTD YTD Budget

Revenues
YTD Budget

Local Share
% % %

Expenditures 83.33%Percentage of Year

4010 PH ADMINISTRATION  2,742,286  2,437,612  179.34% 4,349,696 71,971 304,674  23.62% 161.24% 4,421,667

4011 EMERGING LEADERS IN PH  48,986  37,441 0 48,986  0.00% 76.43% 37,441  0

4012 WOMEN, INFANTS & CHILDREN  526,561  81,640 337,846 526,561  64.16% 79.67% 419,487

4013 OCCUPATIONAL HLTH.& SFTY.  98,435  98,435  79.34% 78,101 0.00% 79.34% 78,101  0  0

4015 VITAL RECORDS  77,825 -30,175  138.06%-41,658 99,968 108,000  92.56% 74.92% 58,310

4016 COMMUNITY HEALTH  1,759,195  1,129,391  115.09% 1,286,118 302,123 629,804  47.97% 90.28% 1,588,240

4018 HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOOD PROG  173,713  57,819 41,823 173,713  24.08% 57.36% 99,642

4047 PLNG. & COORD. OF C.S.N.  1,404,966  1,008,276  90.34% 910,883 300,998 396,690  75.88% 86.26% 1,211,882

4090 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  1,761,219  1,164,206  87.92% 1,023,376 367,248 597,013  61.51% 78.96% 1,390,624

4095 PUBLIC HEALTH STATE AID  0 -1,235,837  73.02%-902,398 902,398 1,235,837  73.02% 0.00% 0

 8,593,186Total Non-Mandate  9,305,394  108.29%  4,021,277  2,424,375  60.29%  4,571,908  6,881,019  150.51%

2960 PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATI  5,860,000  2,037,000  52.87% 1,077,018 2,334,734 3,823,000  61.07% 58.22% 3,411,752

4017 MEDICAL EXAMINER PROGRAM  288,226  288,226  80.67% 232,498 3,042  0.00% 81.72% 235,540  0

4054 EARLY INTERV (BIRTH-3)  653,000  333,030  53.70% 178,843 96,242 319,970  30.08% 42.13% 275,085

 6,801,226Total Mandate  3,922,377  57.67%  4,142,970  2,434,018  58.75%  2,658,256  1,488,359  55.99%

 15,394,412Total Public Health  8,164,247 13,227,771  85.93%  4,858,394  59.51%  7,230,164 8,369,378  115.76%

BALANCES (Includes Encumberances)
Available 

Budget

Revenues 
NeededNON-MANDATE MANDATE

Revenues 
Needed

Available 
Budget

-1,701,343
 101,044

 20,334

 0
 19,515

 157,239
 74,071

 193,085
 0

 370,421

 0

 2,448,248
 377,915

 52,686

-765,634

 2,878,849

 2,113,215

4010 Administration
4012 WIC

4013 Health & Safety

4014 Medical Examiner
4015 Vitals

4016 Community Health
4018 Healthy Neighborhood

4047 CSCN
4048 PHCP

4090 Environmental Health

4095 State Aid

4017 Medical Examiner

4054 Early Intervention
2960 Preschool  1,488,266 232,703

 188,715

 0

 0
 8,032

 327,681
 131,890

 95,692
 0

 229,765

 333,439

 223,728

-3,042

 3,256,868

 1,708,952

 1,547,917

Total Public Health Balances

Revenues NeededAvailable Budget

Print Date:11/12/2021



HEALTH PROMOTION PROGRAM – October/November 2021 
Samantha Hillson, Director, PIO 
Ted Schiele, Planner/ Evaluator 

Diana Crouch, Healthy Neighborhoods Education Coordinator 
Shannon Alvord, Communications Coordinator 

HPP staff strive to promote health equity and address underlying determinants of health, 
including but not limited to, health care access, health literacy, housing quality and 

environmental conditions, and food insecurity. We do this through education and outreach, 
community partnerships, home visits, public communication and marketing, and policy change. 

 

Highlights 
• Health Promotion staff continue to support the COVID-19 response with communications 

and public information. Staff continue to assist with vaccination clinics and delivery of 
saliva test kits. 

• Strategic Plan implementation cross-functional team for Integration developed and submitted 
an RFP for a branding development agency. Submissions due by Dec 16. 

 

Community Outreach 
We worked with these community groups, programs, and organizations during the month 

Groups, Programs, Orgs.  Activity/Purpose Date 

Childhood Nutrition Collaborative Collective Impact, Healthiest Cities and 
Counties Challenge, Steering Committee 
and Monthly meeting 

monthly 

CHIP Steering Committee Support CHIP working groups to guide 
process and progress through the plan 

monthly 

Long Term Care Committee Planning and sharing resources for long-
term care in the community. 

quarterly 

Health Planning Council Advisory Board and Executive Committee Bi-monthly 
COFA Advisory Board Updates and Age Friendly quarterly 
Suicide Prevention Coalition Revival of this coalition, new leadership, 

strategic planning process 
monthly 

Immunization Coalition Quarterly meeting, updates about COVID-
19 vaccine and discussion/feedback, youth 
vaccination promotion 

quarterly 

Lead Poisoning Prevention Network Quarterly meeting, review lead cases, 
prevention, new regulation 

quarterly 

Cayuga Health Women’s Service 
Line 

Re-launch service line and discussion. 
Collaboration with community partners 

Quarterly 
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COVID-19 
• Outreach and promotion of booster and youth vaccination clinics held at the Mall Site.  
• In partnership with 211, HPP staff are delivering saliva test kits to individuals who are unable 

to get to a vaccination site. The County employee testing program specialists are now 
assisting with the home test delivery as well.  

• Ongoing website updates related to COVID-19 developments (see Media, Website section 
below). 

• Ongoing review, analysis, and updates of COVID-related data. Hospitalization data was 
presented to the Legislature and is now available on the website.  

• Weekly Communications Team meetings. 

Community Health Assessment (CHA) & Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)  
• The CHIP Steering Committee meets monthly (first Thursday): 

o The intended purpose of the Steering Committee is to support the workgroups both 
individually and collectively through consultation, feedback, and community 
networking. 

o Developing a reporting and monitoring tool, with assistance from the Cornell MPH 
program. 

• Cancer screening intervention monthly meeting. 
• Social Determinants of Health (SdoH) intervention monthly meeting. 
• School-based health 
• Maternal and Child Health 
• Finalizing 2021 Update of the CHIP for review by Administration, to be submitted by 

12/31/2021. Thank you to the Steering Committee for input.  

Healthy Neighborhoods Program 
• Presentation to INHS staff 
• Participated in Cornell’s Bear Walk event 
• The HNP program continues to receive calls requesting information about indoor air quality, 

radon, mold and mildew, bed bug infestations, etc.  
• Staff continue to support County COVID-19 vaccination clinics and saliva kit delivery.   
• Ongoing collaboration with Environmental Health Lead Program.  

Homeless & Housing Task Force Regular meeting Monthly 

https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/factsheets/coronavirusdata#hospitalizations
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Health Promotion  
• Assisting with Maternal Child Health redesign project.  
• HPP strategic planning: outlining the main goals of the program, compiling a list of all board 

and committee meetings we attend, delegating workflow.  
• Website Migration: project management for migration of Health Department website to a 

new platform adopted county-wide. Staff from across the department are reviewing web 
pages and assisting with the transfer to the new site. Edits and re-organization will continue 
as we move onto the new platform.  

o Assisting with updates and organization of the Mental Health website.  
• Community Health Worker initiative: continuing to develop and plan for this initiative and 

hiring of two CHWs in 2022. A planning committee will meet at the beginning of 
December.  

• Support and feedback offered to Cornell University’s COVID surveillance project. 
• Presented to the Ithaca chapter of AAUW, Association of University Women, about 

women’s health services and COVID updates.   
• Health Care Career Expo for high school students: Shannon Alvord coordinated, Samantha 

attended as a guest panelist.  

Tobacco Free Tompkins 
• Presentation about advocating for a tobacco-free campus policy to the Ithaca College Student 

Governance Council’s weekly meeting of its Senators. (11/1) 
• Annual statewide meeting for the NYS Bureau of Tobacco Control took place on Zoom over 

four days. 
• Graphic design work to support all 3 counties in the catchment area. 
• Tobacco Free Zone for Cortland-Tompkins-Chenango grant staff call. 

October 2021

HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS PROGRAM MONTH
YTD 
2021

October 
2020

TOTAL 
2020*

# of Initial Home Visits (including asthma visits) 8 84 7 225

# of Revisits 0 0 0 76
# of Asthma Homes (initial) 0 15 0 61
# of Homes Approached 0 446 5 436
*Covers the calendar year (January - December); the HNP grant year is April-March. 

November 2021

HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS PROGRAM MONTH
YTD 
2021

Nov. 
2020

TOTAL 
2020*

# of Initial Home Visits (including asthma visits) 9 93 7 225
# of Revisits 0 0 0 76
# of Asthma Homes (initial) 1 16 2 61
# of Homes Approached 0 446 2 436
*Covers the calendar year (January - December); the HNP grant year is April-March. 
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• Tompkins coordinator continued their assignment with the COVID communications team. 
• Planning for hiring of a Health Educator in 2022 to serve half-time in Tobacco and half-time 

in HNP.  

Media, Website, Social Media   
• COVID-19 website pages updated regularly 

o Added a section with guidance for holiday celebrations to the Prevention page. 
During October the section was specific to Halloween. 

o Added Age and Vaccination Status of COVID-19 Hospitalizations to the Data page 

• COVID-19 Press Releases in September 

o COVID19 2021-11-23 Update Booster Doses Available for age 18 years plus 

o COVID-19 Youth Vaccination Rates and Clinic 

o COVID-19 Youth Vaccination Clinic 11-19-2021 
o COVID-19 Registration Links Youth Clinics 

o COVID19 2021-11-10 Update: Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics for youth 
aged 5-11 

o COVID19 2021-11-04 Update Ages 5-11 Vaccination Clinics Are Full; Live Town 
Hall Nov 8 on YouTube 

o COVID19 2021-11-03 Update Pfizer Vaccinations of ages 5-11; Town Hall Nov 8 

o COVID19 2021-10-25 Update: Moderna and J&J Booster Doses 
o COVID-19 2021-10-21 Update: Hospitalization Demographic Data Released 

o COVID19 2021-10-21 Update: Preparing for Pfizer Vaccinations of youth aged 5-
11; Moderna and J&J Booster Doses 

o COVID-19 Booster Clinics Pfizer 
o COVID-19 Booster Clinics Pfizer 

o COVID19 2021-10-05 Pfizer Booster Clinics 

• Other Health Department press releases 

o Lead Poisoning Prevention Week: October 24 to October 30, 2021 2021-10-27 
o AG James HealNY Tour Visits Tompkins to Combat Opioids 2021-10-20 

• Ongoing work with Mental Health to update/ upgrade the TCMH website. 
• Ongoing work to transition TCHD site to new county format (Drupal 8). 

PH-MH Strategic Planning with Batiste Leadership 
• Cross-Functional Integration Team continues to meet bi-weekly: developed and launched an 

RFP to request branding development services.  

https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19prevention#holidays2021
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/factsheets/coronavirusdata#hospitalizations
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-11-23-update-booster-doses-available-age-18-years-plus
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid-19-youth-vaccination-rates-and-clinic
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid-19-youth-vaccination-clinic-11-19-2021
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid-19-registration-links-youth-clinics
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-11-10-update-pfizer-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-youth-aged-5-11
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-11-10-update-pfizer-covid-19-vaccination-clinics-youth-aged-5-11
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-11-04-update-ages-5-11-vaccination-clinics-are-full-live-town-hall-nov-8-youtube
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-11-04-update-ages-5-11-vaccination-clinics-are-full-live-town-hall-nov-8-youtube
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-11-03-update-pfizer-vaccinations-ages-5-11-town-hall-nov-8
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-10-25-update-moderna-and-jj-booster-doses
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid-19-2021-10-21-update-hospitalization-demographic-data-released
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-10-21-update-preparing-pfizer-vaccinations-youth-aged-5-11-moderna-and-jj
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-10-21-update-preparing-pfizer-vaccinations-youth-aged-5-11-moderna-and-jj
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid-19-booster-clinics-pfizer-0
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid-19-booster-clinics-pfizer
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19-2021-10-05-pfizer-booster-clinics
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/lead-poisoning-prevention-week-october-24-october-30-2021-2021-10-27
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/ag-james-healny-tour-visits-tompkins-combat-opioids-2021-10-20
https://www2.tompkinscountyny.gov/mh
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• Services Team will re-start their meetings in December with support from Shannon Alvord 
and a new member joined from Mental Health, Miranda Lacomb.  

Emerging Leaders in Public Health (ELPH) Cohort III – Kresge Foundation/Batiste Leadership 
• ELPH Network – Current Topic Sessions bi-monthly: meet virtually with other ELPH 

participants, discussion and sharing ideas 
• Final Report due to The Kresge Foundation 12/31/21 

Training/Professional Development 
• JEDI: General Meeting, ongoing work on the JEDI Recruitment Project 

o Town Hall to celebrate one-year anniversary 
o Presentation to the Legislature 

• LGTBQ+ training, OCFS 
• Attended virtual sessions of the APHA annual conference. 
• Misinformation lecture: Claire Wardle of First Draft, Cornell University MPH 

Communications course 
• Support and Care for Transgender and Non-binary staff and clients 
• Mental Health Conference with Mental Health Department and Family & Children’s 

Services. 
• PCANY Domestic Violence Training for Home Visitors 

https://firstdraftnews.org/


 

 

Medical Director’s Report 
Board of Health 
November 2021 

 

Two disturbing issues have arisen at the time of this writing 

 

Influenza 

Early surveillance results are showing the H3N2 influenza type is prominent. If this persists it is 
a concern since this type is associated with increased severity, hospitalizations, and deaths. Cases 
statewide are at an increased level compared to pre-pandemic levels for this time of the year.  

From the CDC – “Recent increases in influenza activity in many places in the United States 
could mark the beginning of the 2021-2022 influenza season in the United States. While 
influenza activity is still low overall nationally, an increase of influenza A(H3N2) viruses has 
been detected in recent weeks, with most of these infections occurring in young adults. CDC also 
is aware of influenza outbreaks in colleges and universities in several states. Influenza 
vaccination coverage is still low and there is still time this season to benefit from getting an 
annual influenza vaccine.  
Increased influenza A(H3N2) activity … could mark the beginning of the 2021-2022 influenza 
season. The purpose of this HAN Health Advisory is to  

1. Remind public health practitioners and clinicians to recommend and offer the current 
seasonal influenza vaccine to all eligible persons aged six months and older (Flu vaccine 
and COVID-19 vaccine can be given at the same visit).  

2. Remind clinicians to consider testing for both influenza virus and SARS-CoV-2 in 
patients with influenza-like illness (ILI). 

3. Advise clinicians that antiviral treatment is recommended as early as possible for any 
patient with confirmed or suspected influenza who is: a) hospitalized; b) at higher risk for 
influenza complications; or c) developing progressive illness. In patients with suspected 
influenza, decisions about starting antiviral treatment should not wait for laboratory 
confirmation of influenza, however COVID-19 should be excluded if a rapid assay is 
available.  

4. Remind public health practitioners and clinicians to consider mitigation measures 
including antiviral post-exposure prophylaxis during influenza outbreaks in institutions 
(e.g., long-term care facilities, university dormitories) in the setting of co-circulation of 
SARS-CoV-2.  

5. Remind the public to use non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPI) or everyday preventive 
actions, in addition to getting a flu vaccine. Everyday preventive actions include staying 
home when sick, covering coughs and sneezes, and washing hands often. “ 



 

The second concerning development is the detection of the new Covid variant. The World 
Health Organization announced Friday it has designated the newly identified coronavirus variant, 
B.1.1.529, as a variant of concern, named Omicron. A variant of “concern” indicates that 
features of this virus make it possible that it could be more threatening. This is a higher 
designation that a variant of “interest”. As of this writing many details remain to be clarified. 
Chief among them is its reproduction number, severity of illness, and susceptibility to the current 
vaccines’ immune protection. Perhaps some further information will be available by the time we 
meet in person. 

“… with the new variant, “it has so many changes across spike that nearly all the antigenic sites 
we know about are changed on this virus,” said Wendy Barclay, who leads a U.K. group 
studying new variants of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus. That suggests, Barclay said, that the 
ability of antibodies “will be compromised in their ability to neutralize the virus” — though she 
cautioned that scientists need to study that question to confirm it.” 
https://www.statnews.com/2021/11/26/whats-known-and-unknown-about-the-coronavirus-
variant-identified-in-south-africa/ 

One reminder: There have been a series of variants that have caused initial alarm, only to prove 
largely unimportant in the course of the pandemic. We can hope that this is true for this variant. 

However, the number of people unvaccinated globally holds the door open for variants to arise. 
To shut that door vaccine production and acceptance must rise. 

As I write this the Governor of NY has just redeclared a state of emergency in light of increasing 
numbers of Covid cases and hospitalizations. This gives her and the NYSDOH more tools to 
manage hospital capacity and her the ability to nullify state and local laws and regulations if they 
impede the emergency response and to redirect state monies in order to secure sufficient staffing 
and supplies. I have written her to urge her to avoid the micromanaging mistakes of Governor 
Cuomo. 

 

Covid Vaccinations 

 The recent uptick in vaccinations seen below can mostly be ascribed to vaccination of 5-
11-year-olds and boosters for 18 and over. (total vaccinations for 5-11s are in the ballpark of 
2,500 plus) 



 

We continue to see a disturbing rise in cases – with hospitalizations mostly in the range of 6-9 
rather than 2-4 as at the end of October. 

 

Most common transmission correlate is household spread. The major message is for the public to use 
precautions appropriately to prevent that first case coming into a household. Once in a household it is 
very hard to prevent secondary cases. People live closely together, are of varying ages and varying risk 
status.  

 



We are making progress toward two goals: 

Maximizing the vaccination of everyone willing to be vaccinated – the key to progress 

And having medication that can limit the spread of the disease and reduce its severity in a form 
easier to use than injection therapy – pills will be a major step forward. – the aide to preventing 
hospitalization (severity).  

 

News regarding Merck and Pfizer oral treatments - 

Nov 16, 2021 

Selections from the Washington Post article 

“The Biden administration is planning to purchase 10 million courses of Pfizer’s covid 
pill, a $5 billion investment in a treatment that officials think will help change the 
trajectory of the coronavirus pandemic by reducing severe illness and deaths, 
according to two people with knowledge of the transaction. 
As the administration and Pfizer on Tuesday hammered out the final details, the 
company asked federal regulators to authorize the five-day antiviral pill regimen 
called Paxlovid. The medication is the second easy-to-take treatment aimed at keeping 
newly infected people out of the hospital to go before the Food and Drug 
Administration. The other is by Merck and Ridgeback Biotherapeutics. 
 
“In another important development, Pfizer has agreed to a license-sharing deal that 
would allow the pill to be manufactured around the globe and sold at lower prices in 
poor countries. It’s an agreement the company says could give more than half of the 
world’s population access to the treatment, even as Pfizer rebuffs calls to grant poorer 
countries access to its coronavirus vaccine formula. 
 
“Merck and Ridgeback also have agreed to share the license for their covid-19 antiviral 
pill, molnupiravir. 
 
“The price for the Pfizer drug will be less than for the Merck pill — closer to $500 per 
treatment, said a federal official familiar with the negotiations, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss the issue 
 
“Pfizer is already making the therapy, which, if cleared by the FDA, could be available 
right away in limited quantities. Pfizer has said it may have enough treatments to 
cover between 100,000 to 200,000 people by the end of the year and millions more in 
the first half of next year.” 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/11/16/administration-purchases-pfizer-anti-covid-pill/ 

 

Age adjusted vaccine effectiveness is remaining at 95%. Which means that compared to someone 
unvaccinated you have 95% less chance of being infected. It does not mean that out of 100 vaccinated 
people that 5 will become infected. Let’s look at that - 



 

On Covid Vaccine effectiveness and efficacy – let’s get into the weeds a little – efficacy and 
effectiveness are two distinct terms. Efficacy refers to the results in clinical trials which are not the real 
world. Effectiveness refers to real world experience.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/vaccine-efficacy-effectiveness-and-protection 

 

Further on NYS Breakthrough Infections  

Here is data on NYS rates of infection and hospitalization 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-breakthrough-data 



 

Hospitalization is also a surrogate for severe disease in general. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Although the trajectory of recent data is not encouraging let us hope for favorable data on omicron and 
work to convey to the public that public health is for public benefit. 



Division for Community Health 

December 7th, 2021 Board of Health meeting 

October 2021 monthly report 

By Rachel Buckwalter and Celeste Rakovich, Senior Community Health Nurses and Michelle 
Hall, WIC Director 

 

Communicable Disease: 

 COVID-19: We continued to see high numbers of Covid cases in the month of October, 

though October numbers were less than September. Our daily high for the month was 

34 cases reported on October 15th. Cases are spread throughout the community—we 

are not seeing concentrations of cases in higher ed settings like we did in September. 

Disease severity and hospitalizations continue to be low. Hospitalizations are holding 

steady. Typically we report less than 10 Covid positive patients in the hospital on a given 

day. There were no Covid deaths reported in Tompkins County in the month of October. 

We reported a total of 561 Covid cases in the month of October with 1,465 contacts 

generated. We responded to over 260 phone calls from the public regarding Covid. 

Maternal Child Program:  

 MOMS plus+ is taking new clients and doing home visits per CHS guidance for home 

visits during the Covid pandemic.  The program is admitting prenatal, postpartum and 

families with young children. There are two full time Maternal Child Health Nurses with 

three others training.  

SafeCare Program:  

 SafeCare is currently on hold. Collaboration is ongoing between DSS and TCHD regarding 

when to resume this program.  

Immunization Clinics: 



 CHS staff worked two mobile second dose Covid -19 vaccine clinics in the month of 

October—one in Groton and one at the Lansing Town Hall. Pfizer booster clinics 

organized by CHS were offered at the mall site throughout October. A total of 965 

people received a Covid booster vaccine at our booster clinics in October. Karen LaCelle 

has been running these booster clinics as charge nurse and providing oversight to 

contracted state vaccinators. Karen continues to stay busy in retirement working three 

days a week per diem for us, as our chief immunizer! We are so grateful for her 

excellent skills in this area. 

 CHS provided three flu clinics in October—one at Bridges Cornell Heights (43 people 

vaccinated), one at Lifelong (19 people vaccinated) and one at McGraw House (48 

people vaccinated). We offered regular and high dose flu vaccine at these clinics. Covid 

vaccination remains the priority so we are not offering any more flu clinics at this time. 

 CHS is planning to coordinate with local pediatric offices to run large Covid pediatric 

vaccine clinics at the mall in November once FDA and CDC approve vaccine for the 5-11 

year old age group. 

 Our regular weekly on-site immunization clinic is not open due to Covid response. We 

continue to refer children and adults in need of immunization to area providers. 

 
Lead Poisoning Prevention 

 There was one new admission to LPPN.  CHS continues to follow up on elevated BLL per 

NYS requirements and continues to partner with EH for investigations as needed.  

 

 
Tuberculosis 
 
 No active TB cases currently.  

 
HIV 

 No Anonymous HIV testing performed this month.  TCHD continues to offer free testing 

to the public.  Plans to return to the TC Jail to perform testing beginning Jan of 2022. 

Rabies 



 CHS is working with EH to create a combined policy & procedure for all Rabies post 

exposure prophylaxis.  CHS continues to review all records of rabies treatment given at 

CMC for authorized clients.   

WIC program 

Caseload Data: 

 September close out caseload data: 
Enrollment: 1117 
Participation: 1055 
Participation/Enrollment %: 94.45 
Participation/Caseload %: 70.33 
 

Total participants seen in September: 508 
Appointment show rate: 93% 

Preliminary October (final number will be available by November 30th)  
Enrollment: 1128 
Participation: 1044 
Participation/Enrollment %:  92.64 
Participation/Caseload %: 69.73 

Total participants seen in October: 456 
Appointment show rate: 95% 

Program Highlights 

1. Program has a vacancy, the WIC clerk position. WIC program is unable to fill the position 
due to flat funding for the WIC grant for 2 second year and the undecided White-Collar 
contract which will impact salary and fringe. WIC clerk position will likely remain vacant 
until the end of 2021.  WIC Director will cover the vacant WIC clerk position and cross 
train WIC staff. 

2. Since July 2021, the WIC Director has been participating on one of the strategic planning 
cross functional teams- “Integration”.   
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N.Y.S. Department of Health
Division of Epidemiology

Communicable Disease Monthly Report*, DATE: 03NOV21
Rates are defined as: Cases/100,000 population/Month

County=TOMPKINS Month=October

 2021 2020 2019 2018 Ave
(2018-2020)

Disease Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate

ANAPLASMOSIS** 17 198.5 2 23.3 0 0.0 1 11.7 1 11.7

BABESIOSIS** 9 105.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

CAMPYLOBACTERIOSIS** 3 35.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

CHIKUNGUNYA** 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0

COVID-19 571 6665.8 241 2813.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS** 4 46.7 0 0.0 1 11.7 2 23.3 1 11.7

ECOLI SHIGA TOXIN** 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0

ENCEPHALITIS, OTHER 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

GIARDIASIS 2 23.3 2 23.3 2 23.3 1 11.7 2 23.3

HEPATITIS A 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

HEPATITIS B,CHRONIC** 5 58.4 0 0.0 1 11.7 1 11.7 1 11.7

HEPATITIS C,ACUTE** 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 1 11.7 1 11.7

HEPATITIS C,CHRONIC** 1 11.7 3 35.0 4 46.7 7 81.7 5 58.4

INFLUENZA A, LAB
CONFIRMED

2 23.3 0 0.0 1 11.7 1 11.7 1 11.7

INFLUENZA B, LAB
CONFIRMED

0 0.0 2 23.3 1 11.7 1 11.7 1 11.7

LYME DISEASE** **** 5 58.4 3 35.0 5 58.4 2 23.3 3 35.0

MENINGITIS, ASEPTIC 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0

SALMONELLOSIS** 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 35.0 1 11.7

SHIGELLOSIS** 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0

STREP,GROUP A INVASIVE 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
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 2021 2020 2019 2018 Ave
(2018-2020)

Disease Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate

STREP,GROUP B INVASIVE 2 23.3 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0

STREP
PNEUMONIAE,INVASIVE**

0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 23.3 1 11.7

TUBERCULOSIS*** 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 23.3 1 11.7 1 11.7

SYPHILIS TOTAL....... 5 58.4 1 11.7 2 23.3 1 11.7 1 11.7

- P&S SYPHILIS 4 46.7 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0

- EARLY LATENT 1 11.7 1 11.7 0 0.0 1 11.7 1 11.7

- LATE LATENT 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0

GONORRHEA TOTAL....... 15 175.1 10 116.7 21 245.2 7 81.7 13 151.8

- GONORRHEA 15 175.1 10 116.7 21 245.2 7 81.7 13 151.8

CHLAMYDIA 32 373.6 38 443.6 65 758.8 33 385.2 45 525.3

*Based on month case created, or December for cases created in Jan/Feb of following year
**Confirmed and Probable cases counted
***Not official number
**** In 2017, 27 counties investigated a sample of positive laboratory results; in 2018, 30 counties sampled; in
2019, 33 counties sampled; in 2020, 36 counties sampled.
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N.Y.S. Department of Health
Division of Epidemiology

Communicable Disease Monthly Report*, DATE: 03NOV21
Through October

Rates are defined as: Cases/100,000 population/Month

County=TOMPKINS

 2021 2020 2019 2018 Ave
(2018-2020)

Disease Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate

ANAPLASMOSIS** 101 117.9 23 26.9 8 9.3 6 7.0 12 14.0

BABESIOSIS** 19 22.2 7 8.2 3 3.5 1 1.2 4 4.7

CAMPYLOBACTERIOSIS** 14 16.3 15 17.5 24 28.0 23 26.9 21 24.5

CHIKUNGUNYA** 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0

COVID-19 4507 5261.4 1058 1235.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS** 11 12.8 13 15.2 11 12.8 13 15.2 12 14.0

ECOLI SHIGA TOXIN** 5 5.8 5 5.8 2 2.3 4 4.7 4 4.7

EHRLICHIOSIS
(CHAFEENSIS)**

1 1.2 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0

EHRLICHIOSIS
(UNDETERMINED)**

0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0

ENCEPHALITIS, OTHER 1 1.2 1 1.2 1 1.2 2 2.3 1 1.2

ENCEPHALITIS, POST 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 1 1.2 1 1.2

GIARDIASIS 9 10.5 6 7.0 23 26.9 23 26.9 17 19.8

HAEMOPHILUS
INFLUENZAE, NOT TYPE B

0 0.0 1 1.2 3 3.5 3 3.5 2 2.3

HEPATITIS A 7 8.2 7 8.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 2.3

HEPATITIS B,CHRONIC** 10 11.7 7 8.2 5 5.8 10 11.7 7 8.2

HEPATITIS C,ACUTE** 1 1.2 4 4.7 4 4.7 4 4.7 4 4.7

HEPATITIS C,CHRONIC** 17 19.8 30 35.0 35 40.9 58 67.7 41 47.9

INFLUENZA A, LAB
CONFIRMED

2 2.3 525 612.9 745 869.7 464 541.7 578 674.8

INFLUENZA B, LAB
CONFIRMED

2 2.3 738 861.5 29 33.9 561 654.9 443 517.2
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 2021 2020 2019 2018 Ave
(2018-2020)

Disease Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate

INFLUENZA UNSPECIFIED,
LAB CONFIRMED

1 1.2 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0

LEGIONELLOSIS 2 2.3 0 0.0 3 3.5 1 1.2 1 1.2

LISTERIOSIS 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0

LYME DISEASE** **** 43 50.2 36 42.0 50 58.4 47 54.9 44 51.4

MALARIA 0 0.0 2 2.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2

MENINGITIS, ASEPTIC 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 2 2.3 1 1.2

MUMPS** 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 2.3 1 1.2

PERTUSSIS** 0 0.0 1 1.2 6 7.0 12 14.0 6 7.0

SALMONELLOSIS** 10 11.7 6 7.0 7 8.2 21 24.5 11 12.8

S.PARATYPHI 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0

SHIGELLOSIS** 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 2.3 1 1.2

STREP,GROUP A INVASIVE 2 2.3 2 2.3 3 3.5 4 4.7 3 3.5

STREP,GROUP B INVASIVE 3 3.5 2 2.3 7 8.2 5 5.8 5 5.8

STREP,GROUP B
INV,EARLY/LATE ONSET

0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 1 1.2 1 1.2

STREP
PNEUMONIAE,INVASIVE**

2 2.3 5 5.8 3 3.5 6 7.0 5 5.8

TUBERCULOSIS*** 0 0.0 2 2.3 3 3.5 4 4.7 3 3.5

TYPHOID FEVER 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0

VIBRIO - NON 01 CHOLERA** 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

YERSINIOSIS** 1 1.2 0 0.0 2 2.3 1 1.2 1 1.2

SYPHILIS TOTAL....... 18 21.0 16 18.7 18 21.0 11 12.8 15 17.5

- P&S SYPHILIS 6 7.0 7 8.2 7 8.2 4 4.7 6 7.0

- EARLY LATENT 9 10.5 8 9.3 7 8.2 4 4.7 6 7.0

- LATE LATENT 3 3.5 1 1.2 4 4.7 3 3.5 3 3.5

GONORRHEA TOTAL....... 114 133.1 76 88.7 92 107.4 91 106.2 86 100.4

- GONORRHEA 114 133.1 75 87.6 92 107.4 90 105.1 86 100.4
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 2021 2020 2019 2018 Ave
(2018-2020)

Disease Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate Freq Rate

-
GONORRHEA,DISSEMINATED

0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 1 1.2 1 1.2

CHLAMYDIA 264 308.2 305 356.1 418 488.0 369 430.8 364 424.9

CHLAMYDIA PID 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0

OTHER VD 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0

*Based on month case created, or December for cases created in Jan/Feb of following year
**Confirmed and Probable cases counted; Campylobacter confirmed and suspect
***Not official number
**** In 2017, 27 counties investigated a sample of positive laboratory results; in 2018, 30 counties sampled; in 2019,
33 counties sampled; in 2020, 36 counties sampled.



 

 

 
Inclusion Through Diversity 

Children with Special Care Needs Division     —    (607) 274-6644 

Children with Special Care Needs Highlights 
October 2021 

 
Staff Activities 

 
General overview of COVID/Program Work 

• All CSCN nursing staff attend a weekly meeting for COVID updates and CI training meetings until 
October18- CSCN nurses no longer need to attend unless they want an update.   

 
Staff Training 

• Margo Polikoff attended ‘Into to DECA Program-Devereux Assessment Tool’,CYSHCN RSC 
Focus Group, ‘EC Face-EI to CPSE Transition for Professionals’, and ‘CTAC- Collective Trauma’ 
Training. 

• Stephanie Samsung-Magill participated in a webinar ‘We’ve All Benn Affected: A Conversation 
About Collective Trauma’, ‘Learning to Listen’, ‘Parent to Parent, Raising Grandchildren with 
Special Needs’ 

• Keri May attended ‘Supporting Parents of Children with Mental Health Concerns’ 
 
Committees/Meetings 

• Michele Card and Kayla Baker attended Monday Software Meetings with iCentral software and  
    ITS staff 

 
 

Division Manager—Deb Thomas: 
• Senior Leadership Meetings-Debrief meetings every Thursday to review current COVID 19 work 

and Program work. 
• COVID work as needed; Manager on every 4th weekend 
• Meeting with CHS Director and CHS managers for COVID planning once a week 
• Software meetings to develop reports and forms: 10/1, 10/4, 10/18, 10/25, 10/29  
• Board of Health meeting 10/26 
• Covid managers meeting once a week 10/4, 10/18, 10/25 
• Case Investigators weekly teaching session 10/1, 10/15 
• Covid NYSDOH county call with Bryon Backeson- Epidemiologist- Covid 10/6, 10/13 
• NYSACHO Standing Committee meeting EI/Preschool 10/6 
• CSCN program update with PHD Director 10/20 
• Data Visualization Webinars (Graphs, Excel, Dashboards) 10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28 
• Emotional Intelligence Birth to Age 8 webinar 10/27 

 

 



Statistics Based on Calendar Year 
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**Average Service Coordinator Caseloads showing decrease due to increase in fully oriented Ongoing Service Coordinators, until June 
2019 when we experienced staff retirement and leave. 
  



 



2021 2020
Number of Program Referrals Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

Initial Concern/reason for referral:
  -- DSS Founded Case 1 1 1 1 1 5 8
  -- Gestational Age 1 2 3 0
         -- Gestational Age/Gross Motor 0 0
  -- Global Delays 0 1
  -- Hearing 0 0
  -- Physical
         -- Feeding 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 11 11
         -- Feeding & Gross Motor 0 0
         -- Feeding & Social Emotional 0 0
         -- Gross Motor 3 4 2 3 3 3 3 2 8 3 34 34
         -- Gross Motor & Fine Motor 0 0
         -- Gross Motor, Fine Motor & Sensory 1 1 0
         -- Fine Motor 0 0
  -- Social Emotional 1 1 3 1 2 8 5
         -- Social Emotional & Adaptive 0 1
  -- Speech 10 9 24 13 14 11 10 12 14 12 129 118
         -- Speech & Cognitive 0 1
         -- Speech & Feeding 0 1
         -- Speech & Fine Motor 0 0
         -- Speech & Gross Motor 1 3 1 1 1 2 2 11 15
         -- Speech & Hearing 1 1 0
         -- Speech & Sensory 0 0
         -- Speech & Social Emotional 1 1 2 4
         -- Speech, Feeding & Gross Motor 0 2
  -- Adaptive 0 0
         -- Adaptive/Sensory 1 1 1 3 1
         -- Adapative/Fine Motor 0 0
  -- Qualifying Congenital / Medical Diagnosis 2 1 1 1 5 9
  -- Other -- Birth Trauma 0 1
                -- Maternal Drug Use 1 1 1 1 4 1

Total Number of Early Intervention Referrals 17 20 29 21 22 19 18 18 28 24 0 0 216 213

Caseloads

Total # of clients work with post Evaluation 162 159 166 178 180 164 166 163 143 124
Total # of clients pending intake/qualification 9 15 7 26 24 13 19 7 5 6
Total # of clients worked with during this month 171 174 173 204 204 177 185 170 138 130

Average # of Cases per Service Coordinator 24.4 24.9 24.7 29.1 29.1 25.3 26.4 24.3 19.7 21.7 0.0 0.0

Children with Special Care Needs Division
Statistical Highlights 2021

EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM



Children with Special Care Needs Division
Statistical Highlights 2021

2021 2020
Family/Client visits Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

  -- Intake visits 15 17 30 23 19 23 19 18 22 21 207 200
  -- IFSP Meetings 24 32 47 24 31 32 18 12 23 22 265 327
  -- Amendments 13 23 12 16 11 12 8 14 13 21 143 111
  -- Core Evaluations 16 16 23 21 23 20 16 7 18 22 182 171
  -- Supplemental Evaluations 5 9 4 4 2 6 1 5 3 3 42 32
  -- EIOD visits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 6 19
  -- Observation Visits 29 33 43 50 48 30 35 34 23 24 349 264
  -- CPSE meetings 5 5 2 2 1 6 4 11 6 0 42 52
  -- Family Training/Team Meetings 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 7 4
  -- Transition meetings 4 10 20 1 0 4 3 12 29 9 92 86
  -- Other Visits 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 8 22

IFSPs and Amendments

# of Individualized Family Service Plans Completed 24 32 47 24 31 32 18 12 17 20 257 331
# of Amendments to IFSPs Completed 13 23 15 25 11 24 8 14 14 25 172 165

Services and Evaluations Pending & Completed

Children with Services Pending
  -- Feeding 0 1 0 1 0 0 3 1 0 0
  -- Nutrition 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Occupational Therapy 1 2 3 1 1 0 0 1 1 1
  -- Physical Therapy 0 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 0 0
  -- Social Work 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Special Education 0 0 2 2 0 2 2 1 0 1
  -- Speech Therapy 6 6 8 15 12 6 11 4 4 7

# of Supplemental Evaluations Pending 6 9 10 5 5 6 9 7 16 22 0 0
  Type:
      -- Audiological 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 5 4
      -- Developmental Pediatrician 2 1 0 2 2 2 2 0 4 4
      -- Diagnostic Psychological 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 4 6
      -- Feeding 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1
      -- Physical Therapy 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 4
      -- Speech 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 1 1 1
      -- Occupational Therapy 3 4 3 0 2 2 2 2 0 2
      -- Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
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Children with Special Care Needs Division
Statistical Highlights 2021

Services and Evaluations Pending & Completed 2021 2020
(continued) Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

# of Supplemental Evaluations Completed 6 6 8 10 3 7 9 8 5 7 0 0 69 93
  Type:
      -- Audiological 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 1 4 11 27
     -- Diagnostic Psychological 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 9
     -- Developmental Pediatrician 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 4 3
      -- Feeding 0 1 0 2 1 2 0 0 0 1 7 11
      -- Occupational Therapy 5 3 4 5 1 2 2 2 2 1 27 22
      -- Physical Therapy 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 4 9
      -- Speech Therapy 1 2 1 0 0 2 3 1 1 2 13 12
     -- Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Diagnosed Conditions

Autism Spectrum
  -- Children currently diagnosed: 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 1
  -- Children currently suspect: 2 2 3 5 9 8 13 9 6 14

Children with 'Other' Diagnosis
  -- Brain Anomalies 0 0 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 0
  -- Cardiac Anomaly 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1
  -- Cerebral Palsy (CP) 0 1 1 4 3 3 3 2 1 1
  -- Cri Du Chat 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
  -- Chromosome Abnormality 1 1 0 2 2 0 2 2 0 0
  -- Cleft Lip/Palate 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 2
  -- Club Foot 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 1
  -- Down Syndrome 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 3
  -- Epilepsy 1 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 0
  -- Failure to Thrive 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0
  -- Feeding Difficulties 15 10 16 18 17 21 18 15 24 23
  -- Food Protein Induced Enterocolitis Syndrome (FPIES) 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
  -- GERD 3 1 4 4 4 4 5 0 4 4
  -- Hearing Loss 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1
  -- Hydrocephalus 0 0 0 1 2 2 2 3 2 2
  -- Hydronephrosis 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
  -- Hyper-IgD Syndrome 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
  -- Hypotonia 2 4 5 5 5 4 6 6 4 4
  -- Prematurity 4 1 4 4 4 5 3 5 7 6
  -- Seizure Disorder 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Spina Bifida 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 2
  -- Strabismus 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 0
  -- Torticollis 1 1 2 1 1 1 0 3 4 5
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Children with Special Care Needs Division
Statistical Highlights 2021

2021 2020
Early Intervention Discharges Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

  -- To CPSE 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 16 15 6 64
  -- Aged out 1 4 1 1 0 1 2 1 2 0 24
  -- Declined 4 2 0 2 0 4 5 2 6 0 34
  -- Skilled out 2 0 3 1 5 7 3 5 2 4 8
  -- Moved 2 1 0 1 0 2 2 2 0 2 24
  -- Not Eligible 5 5 10 6 8 6 7 5 7 8 69
  -- Other 2 1 0 2 0 1 1 0 5 1 18

Total Number of Discharges 16 14 14 14 14 21 20 31 37 21 0 0 202 241

Child Find
Total # of Referrals 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 3 2 9 6
Total # of Children in Child Find 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 3

Total # Transferred to Early Intervention 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total # of Discharges 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 4 10
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Children with Special Care Needs Division
Statistical Highlights 2021

2021 2020
Clients Qualified and Receiving Services Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

  Children per School District
    -- Ithaca 119 120 126 128 132 132 111 112 91 97
    -- Dryden 58 60 64 64 63 64 43 46 36 38
    -- Groton 37 38 38 37 38 38 18 18 25 25
    -- Homer 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
    -- Lansing 20 20 21 20 20 20 15 18 12 18
    -- Newfield 10 11 12 13 14 15 6 12 6 6
    -- Trumansburg 9 10 12 13 15 15 12 12 9 10
    -- Spencer VanEtten 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
    -- Newark Valley 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
    -- Odessa-Montour 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
    -- Candor 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
    -- Moravia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
    -- Cortland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total # of Qualified and Receiving Services 255 261 275 277 284 286 205 218 179 194 0 0

Services Provided Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Services /Authorized by Discipline
  -- Speech Therapy (individual) 173 182 174 183 181 180 108 118 104 120
  -- Speech Therapy (group) 5 6 6 10 6 6 1 1 2 3
  -- Occupational Therapy (individual) 55 53 62 64 66 68 45 51 34 42
  -- Occupational Therapy (group) 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0
  -- Physical Therapy (individual) 25 23 25 28 32 33 27 28 23 27
  -- Physical Therapy (group) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Transportation
      -- Birnie Bus 26 27 28 28 29 29 25 26 19 3
      -- Dryden Central School District 8 8 8 7 7 7 0 0 7 6
      -- Ithaca City School District 28 25 28 28 26 26 26 26 26 25
      -- Parent 10 9 10 10 10 10 9 7 2 3
  -- Service Coordination 32 31 35 35 38 38 25 26 21 25
  -- Counseling (individual) 45 44 50 49 54 52 41 42 18 27
  -- 1:1 (Tuition Program) Aide 2 2 2 2 3 3 6 6 3 3
  -- Special Education Itinerate Teacher 24 27 29 30 35 35 29 29 17 21
  -- Parent Counseling 32 34 37 40 46 46 31 33 25 31
  -- Program Aide 0 1 1 3 3 3 1 1 0 1
  -- Teaching Assistant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Audiological Services 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 2
  -- Teacher of the Deaf 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2
  -- Music Therapy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Nutrition 5 6 8 8 9 9 9 10 9 13
  -- Skilled Nursing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Interpreter 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Total # of children rcvg. home based related svcs. 183 191 199 201 209 211 145 157 122 135
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Children with Special Care Needs Division
Statistical Highlights 2021

Number of Children Served Per School District 2021 2020
Attending Tuition Based Programs Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

  -- Ithaca 31 28 33 34 32 32 29 29 26 14
  -- Dryden 22 22 22 21 21 21 12 12 14 14
  -- Groton 10 10 10 10 11 11 9 9 5 5
  -- Lansing 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 7 7
  -- Newfield 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 4 2 2
  -- Trumansburg 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
  -- Odessa-Montour 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Spencer VanEtten 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Moravia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  -- # attending Dryden Central School 8 8 8 7 7 7 0 0 7 7
  -- # attending Franziska Racker Centers 44 45 46 46 47 47 41 42 32 31
  -- # attending Ithaca City School District 20 17 22 23 21 21 19 19 18 21

 
Total #  attending Special Ed Integrated Tuition Progr. 72 70 76 76 75 75 60 61 57 59 0 0

Municipal Representation 2021 2020
Committee on Preschool Special Education Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals Totals

  -- Ithaca 12 16 0 26 28 37 5 11 16 19 170 162
  -- Candor 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Dryden 13 7 0 1 5 2 0 3 3 9 43 97
  -- Groton 3 0 0 8 10 1 1 7 3 2 35 38
  -- Homer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
  -- Lansing 2 0 0 0 1 5 2 2 2 3 17 14
  -- Newfield 3 0 0 2 2 7 0 0 0 1 15 13
  -- Trumansburg 1 3 0 2 3 4 0 2 3 0 18 10

PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION  Ph: (607) 274-6688 
http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov  Fx: (607) 274-6695 

Inclusion Through Diversity 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS  

October 2021 
 
Outreach and Division News: 
 
Drought Planning and Coordination Meeting:  On October 20, the Drought Planning and Coordination 
meetings for Tompkins County Surface Water Supplies were revived after a long COVID break. Water 
supply representatives from the City of Ithaca, Bolton Point, and Cornell University were joined by 
representatives from Environmental Health, Tompkins County Planning, and TG Miller. Each water 
supply gave a report on the status of their drought planning and identified existing or potential issues. TC 
Planning discussed work with Tetra Tech on the Resiliency and Recovery Plan and updating the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. TG Miller summarized the effort to update the water and sewer study that they are 
working on for Ithaca Area Economic Development. During the meeting, it was concluded that one of the 
big issues for drought planning is the need for intermunicipal agreements that cover needed water 
exchanges between the water systems during droughts. The group formed a subcommittee to work on 
these agreements. Environmental Health will be participating on the subcommittee, which has its first 
meeting in November. The larger group will meet again in the first quarter of 2022.  
 
Annual Code Enforcement Officers Meeting: Adriel Shea, Scott Freyburger, and Liz Cameron 
participated in the Annual Code Enforcement Officers (CEO) meeting on October 5. The agenda 
included an update on the 911 Address system that IT is working on with DOER and a discussion about 
what electronic building permit systems are being used by municipalities with these systems. Scott 
Freyburger also presented information on CEO responsibilities for private water wells.  
 
TCHD Rabies Policy and Procedures: In 2021, Environmental Health has been covering some of the 
rabies prevention program responsibilities that are handled by the Division of Community Health (DCH) 
during non-COVID times. The goal is for DCH to be participating in the rabies prevention program again 
in early 2022. Some procedures have changed permanently during COVID, and there are now multiple 
new staff that will be involved in the rabies program in 2022. It is a good time to review the rabies 
program and evaluate options for how best to implement it in the future. In October, Skip Parr and 
Cynthia Mosher developed background information and options. Meetings with DCH started in 
November. Others in the Department will be involved as the plans are further developed.  
 
EH Organization and Work Areas 2022: Environmental Health received funds for several new positions 
and projects with the adoption of the 2022 budget by the Tompkins County Legislature. Two new Public 
Health Sanitarian positions were approved. One position to work in core EH programs, especially food 
service inspections, was approved for target funds. A second Public Health Sanitarian to focus on water 
resources was approved with funds for the next two or three years. Meegan Beckley, who has been 
working half time for EH and half time for Mental Health in 2021, will be transferring to the new full time 
administrative position in EH that was approved as part of the budget. This restores the cut in EH 
administrative support that occurred during the COVID personnel reductions. EH also received funding 
for a consultant to work on (much needed) revisions to the Tompkins County Sanitary Code and to 
provide Community Sciences Institute (CSI) with funds for significant enhancements to their Harmful 
Algal Blooms (HABs) website. EH is really looking forward to all of these changes; however, EH 
managers may have gotten tired of seeing each other over Zoom as they met weekly during October to 
determine how this work and staff would be incorporated into the office structure, and how to try to 
address other new program requirements that have developed (such as new Migrant Farm Worker 
Housing regulations).  
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EH Programs Overview: 
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22.4% Mobile Home Parks
2.3%

Complaints & Other
2.4%

Public Water
17.3%
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Tobacco Control
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Childhood Lead
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Temporary Food
3.3%

Restaurants & 
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Service
19.3%
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3.1%
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Administration Time EH Technical 
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Staff Time in Environmental Health Programs - October 2021
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Food Program Detailed Report: 
 
The results of food service establishment inspections conducted in Tompkins County can be viewed 
directly on the Environmental Health website (http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/health/eh/food/index). 
Inspections can be sorted to meet the needs of the viewer (by facility, date, etc.) by clicking on the 
column heading of interest.  
 
The following plans were approved this period: 
 

• Loumies - C-Ithaca 

 
New permits were issued for the following facilities: 
 

• Purity Ice Cream - C-Ithaca 
• Benn Conger Inn - V-Groton 
• Bun Appetit Bakey & Cafe – V-Groton 
• Mama Said Hand Pies - T-Ulysses 

 
 
Boil Water Orders (BWOs): 
 
New: 

• A BWO was issued on October 27th at Hanshaw Village Mobile Home Park, T-Dryden due to high 
turbidity. The high turbidity was a result of flooding of the well house on Lower Creek Road. The 
BWO will remain in effect until the UV filters can be replaced at the storage tank. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/health/eh/food/index
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Summary of Open BOH Enforcement Actions: 
 

 
 

Date of 
BOH 

Action 
Facility Owner/ 

Operator Basis for Action Penalty 
Assessed 

Next BOH Order 
Deadline Status 

4/27/21 Vape Dragons Vape 
Dragons LLC 

Flavored vapor products 
offered for sale in violation of 
NYS Public Health Law.  

$550  
(Original Check 

rec’d 6/2/21) 

Penalty Due 
 

Penalty payment received did 
not clear. Notice sent on 
6/24/21 requesting money 
order with additional $20 fee. 
Awaiting payment. 

9/28/21 John Joseph 
Inn 

John 
Hamilton 

Public Water System -  
Violation of Board of Health 
Orders 

$600 Payment due 11/15/21 Monitoring Compliance 

9/28/21 
Brew 22 
Coffee & 
Espresso 

Riley Brewer 
Public Water System - 
Violation of Board of Health 
Orders 

$600 Payment due 11/15/21 Monitoring Compliance 

10/26/21 On The Street Brian 
Horvath 

Mobile Food Service - Repeat 
Critical Violations $400 Payment due 12/15/21 Monitoring Compliance 



















































 
 

Board of Health Meeting Dates 
2022 

January 25 

February 22 

March 22 

April 26 

May 24 

June 28 

July 26 

August 23 

September 27 

October 25 

December 6 

All meetings will be held at 12:00 noon. 
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