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 Executive Committee – Tuesday, March 3, 2026 
 

  Meeting Minutes – Tuesday March 3, 2026 
 

Present: S. Pronti, K. Babuka, K. Foreman, D. Harrington, B. Nugent, K. Taylor 

Excused:   

Staff: C. Sponn, D. Achilles 

Call to Order: 

Mr. Pronti, Executive Committee Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:02 
a.m. 

Approval of Minutes – February 3, 2026 
                                         
 It was moved by Mr. Foreman, seconded by Ms. Babuka and unanimously 
adopted by voice vote of members present to approve the minutes of February 3, 
2026. 
 

Financial Report - January 2026 

 Due to lack of time no January 2026 financial report was given.  
 
Work Updates:  
 
 Mr. Sponn thanked Ms. Babuka for her dedication to the Workforce 
Development Board and committees during her time. This was Ms. Babuka’s final 
meeting.  
 
 Mr. Sponn introduced Ms. Taylor. Ms. Taylor was a guest on the Executive 
Committee to be a potential candidate to join and then have full membership on the 
committee.  
 
 Mr. Sponn introduced Ms. Booth, who has joined the Executive Committee and 
is the Chair of the Youth Oversight Committee and Workforce Development Board 
member.  
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 Seneca Place – Letter of Intent (LOI):  Status Update and Action Planning 
 
 Mr. Sponn informed the Executive Committee that New York State Department 
of Labor (NYSDOL) has submitted Letter of Intent (LOI) to County Administration. 
There have been edits to the LOI and returned to NYSDOL for review. County 
Administration will submit a resolution to Tompkins County Legislature at their next 
meeting.  
 
 Career Center Repairs: Progress Update 

 
 Mr. Sponn reported that he has met with Mr. Cerasaro and the repairs that 
have been requested before county staff returns are almost complete. There are 
three ceiling tiles that need to be replaced in one of the Workforce Development 
office spaces and Mr. Cerasaro will let Mr. Sponn know when complete.  
 
Ms. Babuka left at 9:35 a.m. 
 
 Just-Cause Employment: Discussion 
 
 Mr. Sponn presented the attached presentation on Just-Cause Employment and 
wanted the committee to have discussions around this topic. The Executive 
Committee members had a very informative discussion on the topic of Just-Cause 
Employment and will continue discussions in the future.  
 
 Youth Employment Program (YEP) 
 

Mr. Sponn reported on the Youth Employment Program (YEP) that is funded by 
Office of Temporary Disability Assistance (OTDA) that is part of the GIVE initiative 
that serves youth who are at-risk of gun violence in the City of Ithaca or Town of 
Ithaca.  
 
Mr. Pronti and Mr. Foreman left at 9:56 a.m. 

 
Committee Updates 

Youth Oversight Committee 

Ms. Shanks-Booth reported the Youth Oversight Committee worked on the 
Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) RFP and is now released on Bidnet for 30 
days.  
  
One Stop Operations and Oversight Committee 

No report. 
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Governance and Membership Committee 

 
 No report. 
 

Disabilities Workforce Committee 

 No report. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
 Career Center Update 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported items in the work update section.  
  
Adjournment: 

Executive Committee Meeting at 10:03 a.m.  
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