
Tompkins County Office for the Aging 

Advisory Committee Meeting 

June 27, 2022 

Virtually via Zoom 

9:30am 

Members present: Lesser, Beyers, Mallison, Hart, Hultberg, Lawrence, Hatch 

Liaisons: Burger, Klein, Lynch, Evans, Askew 

Staff: Maine, Jackson, Davis, Sprague 

 

1. Maine called meeting to order at 9:30am.  No quorum for minute approval. 
 

2. No Public comment. 
 

3. No Member comments. 

4. COFA Update-Maine: 

• Held Open House in May. About 60 people came, really well-run event.  Was 
nice to see people. 

• Budget: Moving right along.  Due to be submitted in next few days.  No major 
changes. 

• Snow coalition: presentation to City Advisory Committee last week in regard to 
the clearing of sidewalks and crosswalks after a snow event; requested study be 
done to see the best way to deal with it 

o Lynch encourages people to write to the City if they have had an 
experience with this to highlight the importance of this issue; City agreed 
more or less; City suggested getting Cornell students to do the clearing- 
really believes only solution is for DPW to do this study to determine cost 
and equipment needs 

o Mallison asked why it wasn’t the property owners’ responsibility; Maine 
said that currently it is, but problem lies with absentee landlords, etc.  City 
will fine homeowners but still won’t clear  

o Lesser agrees it is a serious issue 
 
Hultberg pointed out that previous minutes stated that the discussion would now be at the 
beginning of the meeting.  No speaker present so current meeting may have no discussion. 
 

5. Liaison Reports: 
a. FLIC: Lynch-  

• July 26th is the 32nd anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), celebrating by showing the movie CODA at Cinamopolis; date to 
be decided so keep a look out; later will possibly have a celebration 

• Always need more Registry aides so if you know of anyone interested, 
please send them to FLIC; usually part time work 

1. Lesser asked about the Paraolympics at IC; looking for 
volunteers?  Lynch mentioned they were not involved but thought 



it had occurred this past weekend.  Mallison added the Special 
Olympics were held at IC which is different than the Paraolympics 

 
 

b. Burger: Lifelong- 

• Have a Silent Auction going on which ends on Friday at 5pm 

• Summer catalog is out; can access on their website or get hard copies at 
Lifelong; closed to the public on Mondays starting July 4th through mid-
August 

• In transition with Program Director position, looking hopeful in search 
 

c. Evans: Foodnet- 

• Number of people receiving meals has remained pretty consistent 

• Closed July 1st and July 4th; Meals are going out all week to ensure 
clients have meals they need for that time 

• Open part time position for a driver so if anyone knows anyone send 
them her way 

o Lawrence asked that during the pandemic a lot of interagency 
coordination for delivery of meals took place and is wondering if 
any of that has continued.  Evans reported that she wasn’t here 
but coordination for emergency meals continues although is less; 
211, the Health Department and sometimes the Community 
Foundation with call with people who have tested positive who are 
in isolation, and they will bring meals to their family; received 
funding for emergency meals for covid.  Demand is less but the 
relationships continue.  Lawrence mentioned report done by Age 
Friendly and will forward to Evans 

 
d. Klein: Legislature- 

• Sales tax revenues are very high, setting records every month; a lot of 
anxiety about the economy but people are spending at record levels 

• June 21st meeting were told that there were no patients in CMC for 
covid, nice milestone to hear about 

• Federal gov’t changing policy about reimbursing for covid testing; had 
been paying 100% are now lowering that to 90%; in order for us locally to 
keep it free for everyone County will be funding the balance; will be 90% 
federal, 10% local 
o Hart asked if there was an estimate as to how much that would cost 

the county.  Klein reports that it will probably be in the hundreds of 
thousands.  Anyone with insurance who shows their card the 
insurance company will pay so this is really for the uninsured. 

o Lawrence asked about the federal govt’s proposed ruling on 
standardizing electrical charging stations directed at interstate 
highways and the intervals being looked at are 50 miles; taking 
comments and looking to incorporate state level plans-feels Tompkins 
County could miss out on some infrastructure opportunities and 
wonders if this is on the radar.  Lawrence will email Klein information. 
 

e. Askew: Statewide- 

• No update on NY State Health Act at this time; would eliminate all copays, 
deductibles, etc. Will get update from legislature and send out to group 



• Providing in person presentations; wide presentation menu which she can 
send to everyone 

 
 

6. No Old Business 
 

7. No New Business 
 

 
Next meeting will be July 25, 2022, at 9:30am 

Meeting adjourned 10:03am 


