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historians of Tompkins County, their deputies, friends, and relations,
and others who have given information or pointed us in the right direction. In June 2000 the various appointed historians of the county
began holding regular meetings. In July the group decided to update
and expand W. Glenn Norris’s book, The Origin of Place Names in
Tompkins County. This was done, not as a criticism of Norris, who was
the county’s first official historian, but in recognition that when he
published his book in 1951 he did not have all the documents available
to him that we have today, and in the 50 years from then until now,
many new names have been planted on the land, and some old ones
have faded from view.
Beginning with The Origin of Place Names, the town, village, and city
historians went to work. We updated old definitions, corrected errors,
and expanded the names entered to include those of interesting or historically important streets and roads, developments, and other names
by which we know this land. We will be happy to receive corrections
and additions to this book, especially as new names appear within the
county.
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and encouragement.
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