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TOMPKINS COUNTY ENERGY TASK FORCE 
Friday, June 15, 2018 

Tompkins County Public Library, 101 E. Green Street Ithaca, NY 
Final Minutes 

      Attendance 
Member  Member  Member  
Sharon Anderson P Bob Howarth E Sarah Zemanick P 
Martha Armstrong P Tim Mount P   
Cliff Babson P Megan Pulver P Staff  
Fernando de Aragón P Martha Robertson P Andrea Aguirre P 
Brian Eden P Brice Smith E Katie Borgella P 
Todd Fox A Jennifer Tavares P Joan Jurkowich P 
Nick Goldsmith P Irene Weiser P Darby Kiley P 
Curt Gooch A Gordon Woodcock P Kristin McCarthy P 

 
Guests – Terry Carroll, Skye Hart, Sara Hess 
 
Welcome– Chair Sharon Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.   
Comment from the Public: Round 1 –   Guests Skye Hart and Terry Carroll, of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, introduced themselves. (Sara Hess arrived later in the meeting.) 
Approval of April 2018 minutes – Fernando de Aragón moved the approval of the April 20, 2018, 
minutes. Motion carried. 
 
Introduction to New Planning and Sustainability Department Staff – Katie Borgella  

• Katie Borgella introduced new staff members Darby Kiley and Andrea Aguirre to the Task Force.  
  

Mid-scale Wind Site Feasibility Study – Joan Jurkowich 
Joan updated the group on a pilot project to identify two to five feasible installation sites for a medium-
scale wind turbine within Tompkins County. The County contracted with Northern Power Systems, a wind 
turbine manufacturer based in Barre, Vermont, to undertake the feasibility study. Northern Power was 
also hired to consult with the landowners on financing. Here are highlights from Joan’s report: 

• Bad news: None of the sites work for a 25 MW turbine. Good news: One property, in Caroline, is 
well suited for a community solar farm. The other two test sites are in Ulysses and Lansing. 

• Adjustments to the pilot project have been made along the way, including redefining the scale of 
the wind turbine to 10 MW. Consultants were given a list of 2,500 possible properties (farm, 
industrial, commercial, public — no residential). They identified roughly 100 properties with the 
best wind resources and will do case studies on two. 

• Sarah Zemanick asked if Hungerford Hill was on the list of potential properties. Cornell faculty 
would be interested in supporting and studying a wind turbine site on campus land. 

• Sarah also inquired if they’d looked at flyways and/or local ordinances.    
• Jennifer Tavares asked what acreage is required to site a medium-scale turbine. For a farm with 

one turbine, the footprint would be roughly the size of the BorgWarner East conference room.  
• Jennifer said that parts of Lansing, such as the fields behind The Rink sporting arena, often are 

windy. Also, housing developments are popping up in Lansing on hilltops that often experience 
high winds. Community wind could probably work with large residential developments.  

• Planning and Sustainability should have a draft report from the consultants shortly. 
• Members should follow up with Joan directly if they have more comments or questions. 
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PACE 2.0 – Andrea Aguirre 
 
Planning and Sustainability Department staff gave a presentation on PACE 2.0 (Property Assessed 
Clean Energy Financing Program). The Department will present 3 resolutions to the Tompkins County 
Legislature. The first sets a public hearing, likely to be held on July 17th in the Legislature; second 
involves adoption of the local PACE 2.0 law in the County; and third authorizes the County administrator 
to enter an updated Municipal Agreement with the Energy Improvement Corporation (EIC) to implement 
and administer the program.  

• Andrea Aguirre briefly touched on the existing PACE 1.0 law, which provides up to 20 years 
financing, repaid through an annual charge on the property tax bill, and limits financing to 10% of 
the appraised property value. 

• Scott Land Yard, a mixed-use commercial facility, is the sole PACE project to be undertaken in 
the County. The expected payback period is 7 years, with 87MMBtu annual energy savings. 

• PACE 2.0 increases financing to 35% of appraised property value, permits community solar 
projects and net metering, and measures savings and costs over the project lifetime. 

• The PACE 2.0 charge can be placed on property owner’s tax bill before project begins. 
• Municipal Agreement establishes roles, responsibilities, and obligations of EIC and County. 
• Stipulations include no financing for property owners who have failed to pay property taxes in last 

3 years; for properties with high environmental contamination risks; or owners with outstanding 
cumulative loans exceeding $5 million.  

• Upcoming 2018 PACE 2.0 law outreach events include a press release (July), Sustainability 
City/Town newsletter, and an Energize NY training (August/September) for project 
developers/contractors. 

ETF members had suggestions for the presenters, including: 
• Reschedule Energize NY training because contractors are busy in August.  
• Cast education net wider by inviting architects, banks/lenders.  
• Market the program consistently and send reminders at least quarterly, especially to small 

businesses and commercial lenders. TCAD and the Chamber of Commerce can help with 
distribution if given materials.  

• Approach nonprofits about split incentive dynamic: they pay for office utilities but their landlords 
are in charge of ordering energy.  

• Contact Human Services Coalition about doing a PACE 2.0 workshop. 
 

NYSERDA Home Energy Rating Pilot Programs – Darby Kiley, Irene Weiser, and Nick Goldsmith 
• NYSERDA is planning to launch home energy rating pilot programs in six communities through 

New York State. Within the pilots, one of two home energy ratings systems will be used in 
different communities: Pearl Certification or U.S. Department of Energy Home Energy Score. 

• Tompkins County was chosen as a demonstration community for Pearl because of its energy-
savvy population and intersection with NYSEG Energy Smart Community.  

• The two pilot programs will include 1) home energy ratings as a sales tool for energy contractors; 
and 2) home energy ratings during home inspection when a house is for sale. 

• A customizable commercial product, Pearl analyzes owner/resident behaviors: how actively 
engaged are they in energy management of their home? Do they have smart-enabled appliances 
and use them? Pearl is an asset-based points-driven system; it gives dwellings an initial score 
and then advises owners on how to bump up their rating. Owners can earn up to 1,200 points: 
building shell (300), heating and cooling (360), baseline (240), and home management (300). 

• The original Residential Energy Score Project team has reservations about Pearl, but NYSERDA 
prefers it for the Tompkins County pilot. The pilots will last two years. 
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Meeting Evaluation: What’s Working Well? What isn’t? – Sharon Anderson 
Sharon asked for feedback on Task Force meetings, which shifted a few months back to more of a 
presentation style. What works, what doesn’t? Here are a few points from the discussion: 

• Members across the board praised Sharon’s performance as chair. They thought she did a great 
job keeping the agenda moving while giving members adequate time to voice their opinions.  

• A few folks enjoy the new presentation format but several thought the presentations, while 
interesting, were too ad hoc and preferred returning to a deep dive approach focused on a limited 
number of topics. 

• Returning to a monthly meeting schedule was favored by many members. Intellectual continuity 
was touted as one benefit.  

• Jennifer Tavares advocated for more data and number crunching — e.g., real-world cases of 
economic development, such as the new GreenStar building.  

• Martha Robertson shared that she looks to this group as our community’s energy experts and 
wants concrete advice she can use when pushing for policy changes.  

 
Member Announcements 

• Members agreed that the Energy Task Force could also be designated as the Climate Smart 
Communities Task Force for Tompkins County.  

• Martha R. would like the Public Service Commission's (PSC) Value of Distributed Energy 
Resources, or VDER, plan to be an item on the August meeting agenda. 

• There is a conference call Monday (June 18th) with the PSC regarding the NYSEG RfP for non-
pipeline alternatives in Lansing.  

• Fernando said the Tompkins County Electric Vehicle Deployment project is advancing well. 
Organizers have received positive responses from Maguire and other dealers. 

• There is a Nissan LEAF promotion through the end of June. Sarah will forward information. 
• The Rocky Mountain Institute released a new report on the economics of electrifying buildings. 

Sarah will forward it to the group. 
• Brian Eden reported on two projects that may bring cost-effective energy efficiency technologies 

to the LMI community. Small Grid, a new company in Geneva, is exploring a power wall concept 
for small homes. Zero Energy Modular Homes are being constructed and deployed in Vermont 
and Delaware. NYSERDA is developing a similar program for New York State. 
 

Comments from the Public: Round 2 – Sara Hess is interested in hearing members’ thought on carbon 
farming/sequestration.  
 
Adjournment –Chair Sharon Anderson adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:02 a.m. 
 


