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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

Via Zoom 
FINAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Attending 

Name  Representation Name  Representation 
Joe Bowes  E Housing Leslie Schill  P Education #2 
Tim Carey P Education #1 Kathy Schlather P Human Services 
Fernando de Aragón P Transportation Andy Zepp E Land Preserv./Public Land Mgmt. 
Yamila Fournier P Built Environment    
David Herrick P Facilities/Infrastructure Deborah Dawson P Legislative Liaison 
David Kay  P Local Planning (urban)    
Heather McDaniel P Economic Development Others Present   
G. Lincoln Morse  A Business Katie Borgella P Commissioner 
Gay Nicholson   P At-Large Scott Doyle P Associate Planner 
C.J. Randall  P Local Planning (non-urban) Joan Jurkowich P  Planning Administrator 
Marcus Riehl  E Natural Environment Darby Kiley P Associate Planner 
Monika Roth  P Agriculture Kristin McCarthy P Administrative Assistant 

Guests: Anne Koreman, Martha Robertson 
 

Call to Order:  Chair C.J. Randall called the meeting to order at 4:03pm. 
Privilege of the Floor:  None 
Agenda Review/Changes:  None 
Action: Approval of Draft Minutes (March 9, 2021): The draft March meeting minutes were approved as 
submitted by the members present (moved by Deborah Dawson and seconded by Heather McDaniel).  

 
Presentation: Draft Tompkins County Harmful Algal Bloom Strategy – Darby Kiley, DPS  
Darby presented key components of the County’s draft Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) Strategy, which is open for 
public comment through May 28.  Her talk covered the history and timeline leading up to the County’s decision to 
create its own HABs strategy, as the HABs action plans developed by New York State for Cayuga and Owasco Lakes 
lacked guidance on implementation and next steps. She provided additional context by briefly overviewing other 
interrelated water quality plans (some of which are still pending), including Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and 
Regulations, Total Maximum Daily Load for Phosphorous in Cayuga Lake, and the five-year Tompkins County Soil 
and Water Conservation District Agricultural Environmental Management Strategic Plan. Last, she touched on lake 
conditions contributing to HABs, such as fetch length and direction, average total phosphorous levels (92% is 
nonpoint source – septic load (1%), ag (80%), natural areas (6%), developed (5%)) and monitoring efforts.  

 
Members discussed funding, including exploring regional approaches and applicability of American Rescue Plan 
funds; role of County departments like the Soil and Water Conservation Board in implementing stream buffers and 
other tools to protect wetlands; stormwater mitigation; ditch management demonstration projects; water and 
sewer infrastructure; need for increased political pressure and public outreach;  invasive mussel eradication; in-
lake phosphorous cycling; and impact of lake source cooling. Emphasis was placed on implementing such actions 
strategically so resources made available to combat HABs can be used to further long-term water quality goals. 
 
Report: Resiliency & Recovery Plan – Debris Management Plan Update – Scott Doyle, DPS 
Scott updated members on the Debris Management Plan, or DMP for short. One of the five key element plans 
comprising the County’s broader Resiliency & Recovery Plan, the DMP provides a framework that local 
governments and regional partners can use to prepare for disaster debris management. Scott’s presentation 



2 
 

highlighted key components of the plan strategy, which categorizes debris by type (vegetative, construction and 
demolition, hazardous trees, household hazardous waste, “white goods,” and electronic waste), and explained that 
FEMA has extremely specific parameters in terms of sorting and tracking of debris for reimbursement purposes. A 
Debris Management Working Group — composed of staff from the County Planning & Sustainability, Highway, and 
Recycling & Materials Management Departments, City of Ithaca Public Works Department, local haulers (Casella), 
and the Town of Lansing Highway Department — are collaborating on the process. They are in the information 
gathering stage, reaching out to municipalities and local haulers to get feedback on current process concerns, 
equipment, and resources. Discussion covered various topics, including identifying effective public engagement 
strategies, enhancing collective capabilities through training and other measures, finding and managing permanent 
and temporary debris disposal sites, preparing and troubleshooting in case of flooding and extreme storm and 
wind events, exploring scalability of proposed strategies, and conducting outreach to community partners such as 
the Finger Lakes ReUse Center and Cayuga Compost. 

 
Discussion: Involving Diverse Businesses in the Community Economic Recovery Plan 
– Joan Jurkowich & Scott Doyle, DPS 
 
Joan and Scott led a discussion on the Community Economic Recovery Plan component of the Resiliency & 
Recovery Plan, which aims to build continuity programs and prepare operational plans for post-event recovery. In 
the wake of COVID-19 and everything learned during the pandemic, the department is rethinking how to develop 
this plan with an eye toward equity and inclusion. This shift in approach would look beyond assistance to 
businesses directly affected by natural disasters (such as those located in floodplain areas) and focus on the 
broader “ecosystem/economy web” to identify ways to help businesses impacted secondarily, such as contractors 
and customers, as well as clients and employees. Next steps include further brainstorming on which services to 
provide, ways to engage effectively with agency partners, and hosting training workshops on continuity of 
operations plans for businesses and organizations. Discussion touched on various topics, including importance of 
partnering with area nonprofits and Human Services Coalition, complementing workshop approach with sectoral 
analysis, access to loans and role of finance sector, methods for reaching smaller businesses, waterfront 
community development, GIS analysis, and childcare.  

 
Commissioner’s Report – Katie Borgella 
Katie reported on recent staff hires: Susan Landfried will join DPS in early June as the new senior planner for 
housing initiatives, and Terry Carroll will start his tenure as the County’s chief sustainability officer in mid-June.  
The department hopes to fill the senior energy planner position shortly. In other news, the latest funding cycle has 
opened for the Appalachian Regional Commission’s Area Development Grant Program.  
 
Member Items – None 

 
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 5:06pm.  
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